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22 October 2022

Dear Families 
 
Welcome to the end of Term 1 and what a fantastic term it has been. Firstly a
huge thank you for the support shown throughout the last six weeks as I learn
all about our young people, our school and the community. The new school
year has started well with lots of learning, lots of trips, lots of enrichment and
sport.

Summer 2022 examination successes
I’d like to start off my round up with a huge congratulations to our young people,
their teachers and their families for a tremendous set of results in the summer.
The school has achieved very positive outcomes that have improved
significantly on 2019 (the last set of publicly available results pre
pandemic) and we should celebrate this far and wide. 
 
Our results put us above both the England and Gloucestershire averages and
show that young people make more progress with us. We are delighted with
this and should acknowledge how brilliant the young people of Tewkesbury are,
especially coming out of the disruption caused by the pandemic.  
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Both GCSE and Post-16 results are great and all our young people are heading
off to destinations of their choice including some top tier apprenticeships, top
tier university destinations and sports scholarships overseas. The results are
testimony to great teaching, a strong academic ethos and successful
partnerships between school and home in support of each and every young
person who worked hard for their results. 
 
We look forward to building on this success even more this year and to hearing
all about the adventures of our alumni.



Stakeholder voice
It won’t surprise you to read that I am bowled over by how fabulous our young
people are. I have seen some excellent learning in classrooms, wonderful
sports on the field, talented theatrics on our stage and thoughtful comments on
how to build an even better school from the young people themselves. 

You may be aware I
have held student voice
lunches for all year
groups to better
understand what they
enjoy about school and
what they want us to
focus on.

Y7 student voice lunch earlier this term 
 

I have been impressed by the openness of our young people and their
commitment to making the school even better. They have great ideas of how
we will work together on shared priorities - the priorities for our young people
centre on ensuring kindness from all peers at all times and on making sure all
young people can access the ambitious curriculum we have in place.  
 
Parent Forum 
We would also like to ensure parent voice becomes a more regular part of
school life so we will hold a parent forum each term for parents and carers to
drop into if they have any questions/queries or just want to talk something
through. Together with members of the senior leadership team, I will be
available to talk about whatever topics are important to you. 
 
The parent forum will be held between 3.30-4.30pm on the following dates and
no appointment is necessary - just drop in to Visitor Reception - you would be
very welcome:



 
Monday 7 November 
Monday 16 January
Monday 20 March 
Monday 15 May 
Monday 19 June 
 
Of course, you are still able to
communicate with the school at
other times as well and connect with
the relevant members of staff to
support you.

Open Evening 2022
This was an incredibly popular event with hundreds of people touring the school
and proud students demonstrating, leading, talking and engaging with the
community. Anyone who was present on the night will join me in congratulating
Florence Strawford, Autumn Hodgson-Lewis and Carys Mills on their speeches
- it shows great confidence to speak in front of so many and they did a great
job. Our open week was also really busy with lots of families touring the school
and we have enjoyed showing off our great facilities and classrooms.  
 
I also had the pleasure of meeting our local primary headteachers this week to
begin a refreshed approach to transition and to more collective working on
behalf of our community and we will keep you abreast of this as it develops. 

Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) update
Thank you to all our parents/carers who attended the MAT update. Your input is
valued and supports us to move forward positively. Please expect a FAQ about
MATs and another opportunity to talk with the Governors about this shortly. I am
really excited about the opportunities this move is already bringing to the school
and how it is enhancing our provision for young people. We are currently in a
process called ‘due diligence’ and expect this to complete in the coming weeks
before the next set of checks in the form of Trust Board decisions to take place
before Christmas. 

Ofsted
We had the pleasure of welcoming the inspectorate to the school last week and
our team took great pride in showing how far we have come since the last
inspection 12 months ago. The final report and outcome are not publicly
available until late November and I will of course write to you with it at that time. 
 
Whilst the visit is a little earlier in my tenure as Headteacher than ideally liked, it
is standard for Ofsted to revisit a school within 12-18 months of an ungraded



inspection to undertake a graded inspection. The school remained 'good' after
last year's inspection as they were not seeking to assess its grade at that time.
Their visit identified two areas to work on - anti bullying and developing the
curriculum in line with the new Ofsted framework. 
 
Once I am at liberty to discuss the outcome, I will do so. In the meantime, I'd
like to say a huge thank you for the support and messages received and to the
whole team in demonstrating our ambitions for young people. 

Pre-public examinations (PPEs) for Y11 and
Y13
The Year 11 trial exams (now called pre-public examinations) are fast
approaching and these take place from Monday 14 November to Friday 25
November 2022. The timetables can be viewed here - Y11. 
 
The Year 12 and 13 pre-public examinations take place from Monday 21
November to Friday 2 December. The timetable can be viewed here - Y13. 
 
Students will have a copy of their timetable and will have access to revision
materials in order to show the best of themselves in these examinations. If any
parent, carer or student needs support in preparing for the PPEs, please do get
in touch with the relevant Head of Year. 

Student successes
Huge congratulations to Cerys (Y12) who was
selected for the final of the YFDUK competition
(Young Fashion Designer UK) which took place
last weekend. 
 
At the end of last year, textiles teacher Mrs
Cummins encouraged several of our GCSE
students to enter into the competition. This
was an amazing opportunity and Cerys was
thrilled to be selected.

The competition had over 400 entries from 40 schools and she was one of 9
finalists at GCSE level!  Her work - which was inspired by monarch butterflies
and the Mexican day of the dead - looked stunning and she was awarded the
prize for Textiles design.

The Senior Maths Challenge results have been released with some great
results achieved. Special mention goes to Archie Curran who not only achieved
a Gold certificate but has qualified for the follow on round, the Senior Kangaroo! 
 

https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/asset_file/Y11_Exam_Week_2022_wc_14_11.docx_(2).pdf
https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/asset_file/Y12_&_13_Mock_Exam_Timetable_Nov_2022.docx.pdf


Year 12 
Archie Curran 76 Gold 
William Holyoak 70  Silver 
Javine Chin 51 Bronze 
Barnabey Jones 50 Bronze 
Natasha Ludlow 50 Bronze 
Vladyslav Yatsyna 48 Bronze
 
Year 13 
Ben Scorer 66 Silver 
Nathaniel Stievenart 63 Silver 
Gordon Chen 51 Bronze 
Kurt Barker 50 Bronze 
Thea Price 49 Bronze 
 
Rewards assemblies
This week we held the Year group rewards assemblies recognising the
achievements of students so far this year. Congratulations to all prize the
winners. 

Year 11 Achievement Award winners         Year 9 Achievement Award winners

Please do keep us informed of any news and successes that happen out of
school - email goodnews@tewkesburyschool.org

Charitable efforts 
Our charity efforts this term total £1,045.49 with funds being raised from our
first non-uniform day in aid of Children's Hospital Pyjamas.  The next non-
uniform day is on Friday 9 December. 

Sixth Form Open Evening - 3 November
A reminder for Y11 students and parents/carers that our Sixth Form Open
Evening takes place after half term on Thursday 3 November.  
 
Come along and discover what makes Tewkesbury School Sixth Form stand
out for your post-16 choices.  The evening will start with a presentation in the
Sports Hall from 6:00-6:45pm. Following the presentation, Subject Exhibition



areas will be located in the Drama Hall, Gym, Library and E block Foyer area to
give you the chance to talk to subject staff.  If you have not already done so,
please confirm your attendance HERE

The Tewkesbury offer
Our extra-curricular programmes are well underway and there is an offer for all
years from Year 7 to Year 13. Below you will see a taste of what is available
and we would encourage every young person to get involved. You just never
know what might ignite a passion! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7GQYx_kECFSmMbXXahqmtQ5ebK65FNlBdo_luu6rbtklFuA/viewform


I hope that many of you got to see Beauty and the Beast this week - what a
return to having live performances. This country is renowned for the quality of
its arts and this is clearly the case here in Tewkesbury School too. The quality,
the talent, the teamwork and the sheer hard work to take the production to its
final show is quite the feat and our young people, ably supported by the
Performing Arts team, deserve great plaudits and all those 5-star reviews. Well
done!

Uniform
A message from Mr Bishop, Deputy Head 
On the whole pupils can be commended for the standard of their uniform, which
has remained high this term. Please may I remind parents and carers that



lanyards are compulsory for all pupils for safeguarding, identification, access
and payment purposes and should be worn at all times for these reasons. 
 
As the days get colder pupils may wish to wear a navy blue v neck sweater
under their blazer. No other garments, including school hoodies, are
permissible. On the subject of skirts, may I also remind parents and carers that
very clear guidance was sent out prior to the start of this school year, stating
that skirts should be worn to the knee. Some pupils who chose to wear a skirt
are wearing it at an unacceptably high length either through rolling it up or not
having a garment appropriate for school. For reasons of compliance and
decency and following a long period of reminding pupils of this expectation,
Heads of Year will take more punitive action from 31 October for pupils who fall
short of our expectation in this or any other area of uniform. 
 
Please use the half term break to ensure your child's uniform is appropriate for
school as per our policy.  Items in the school's nearly new shop can be viewed
on our website. In half term, the office is open from Wednesday - Friday if you
wish to collect orders.  Thank you for your support. 

Forthcoming events and dates for your diary: 
Autumn Term 2 - 2022
Thursday 3 November - 6:30pm Sixth Form Open Evening for Y11 students
and parents/carers 
Thursday 10 November - 4:30-7:30pm Y10 remote parents' evening. 
Monday 14 - Friday 25 November - Y11 pre public examinations 
Monday 21 - Friday 2 December - Y12 and 13 pre public examinations 
Wednesday 30 November - Y8 progress report issued to parents/carers 
Wednesday 7 December  - Y9 progress report issued to parents/carers 
Friday 9 December - non-uniform day. Students should donate £1 to their tutor
on the day.  
Wednesday 14 December - Y11, Y12 and Y13 progress report issued to
parents/carers 
Wednesday 14 December - Music - Christmas Extravaganza (at Tewkesbury
School) 7-9pm 
Thursday 15 December - Textiles - Fashion Show (at Tewkesbury School)
time TBC 
Friday 16 December 12.30pm - End of Autumn term. Students dismissed early
for Christmas.  
Tuesday 3 January 2023 - Start of Spring term 1.  
         
Our term dates for 2022-2023 can be viewed on our website. 

 
I hope you all have a restful break and I look forward to

https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/asset_file/3_1504_term-dates-2022-2023.docx-2.pdf


seeing everyone next term to build on the fantastic start
to the year so far.  
 
Kathleen McGillycuddy 
Headteacher
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