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21 July 2022

Dear Families 
 
The end of the academic year is upon us and for many this will begin the start
of significant new chapters in their lives.  Many of our Y11 students will be
returning to our Sixth Form but some will be moving on to further their
education elsewhere or begin apprenticeships.  Y13 students will be looking
forward to similarly exciting adventures at university, in employment or on the
increasingly popular advanced apprenticeships pathway.  All have had to prove
incredibly resilient throughout the last two years with much of their education
delivered remotely due to successive lockdowns.  I am proud of the way they
and their teachers have responded to the immense challenges they have faced
during the COVID years.

Staff goodbyes
 
Many of our staff are also off to seek new challenges or take advantage of new
freedoms.  As in many schools, staff movement was limited in 2019-21 due to
COVID so it is to be expected that we face significant movement this year. We
wish them all the very best for whatever the future holds for them and thank
them for their contributions.   
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Mr Adams - Deputy Head                        Miss Mackay - English 
Miss Dermont - Teaching Assistant         Mrs Mitchell - Science Technician   
Mrs Gorrod - English                               Miss Russell - Receptionist 
Mrs Hallam - Teaching Assistant             Mr Smith - Attendance & Behaviour  
Mr Hamilton - Maths                                Mr Strachan - Computing and ICT 
Miss Harris - English                               Mr Tyler - Science 
Mr Hobbs - Physical Education             
Mr Knight - Learning Advisor               

Gary Watson 
 
I, too, have decided to move on and would like to
take this opportunity to thank you and those
before you for allowing me, alongside some
incredibly gifted and dedicated colleagues, the
opportunity to help shape your children.

Whilst I do not know what the future holds for me, I do know that for the past 10
years it has been an absolute privilege and pleasure to serve the community of
Tewkesbury. I have been working closely with my successor Ms Kathleen
McGillycuddy to ensure a smooth handover.  I hope she finds the job equally
rewarding and wish her and my colleagues well.

Kathleen McGillycuddy
 
I am absolutely thrilled and honoured to take up
the mantle of Headteacher at Tewkesbury
School. 
 
This will be my second Headship in the South
West and my 20th year in education and I am
really looking forward to getting to know the
young people and families in our community as
well as my new colleagues.

I have been working closely with the governing body and the senior leadership
team over the past few months to ensure a smooth transition that keeps our
young people and their experiences and outcomes at the forefront of our
thinking. I've really enjoyed visiting local primary schools and attending the
Gloucestershire Secondary Headteachers meetings. By the time you read this I
will have attended the Year 6 Leavers Event at Tewkesbury Abbey to speak to
our incoming cohort of youngsters - I may well be more nervous than they are! 
 
I have much to learn about our community but I am keenly ambitious about our
future. The educational landscape is shifting and changing at a national,
regional and local level yet, despite that, there is nothing more important than



ensuring our young people are well prepared to step out into the world with
confidence and understanding as a result of great teaching and a broad range
of experiences. Everything I do will link back to preparing our young people to
be successful in their next steps in life. 
 
On a personal level, my family is currently Bristol based and I have two sons -
one about to enter his second year of university and one about to start Year 11.
I hail from Co Kerry in Ireland so you will hear me talk about Ireland a lot
especially when international rugby is on! 
 
I am really looking forward to September and, in the meantime, I wish you a
restful summer.

This final term has passed swiftly with the usual array of exciting trips, visits
and events - many of which have not been possible in the last two years.   
 
Y7 students have visited the Cheltenham Science Festival, Y10 students have
been out to John Moore primary school offering their mathematical skills in the
classroom, Y10 geography students have also been able to pursue their rivers
fieldwork and we have had many sporting successes.  On the back of the
rewards trip to Alton Towers, we have hosted end of year rewards assemblies
and witnessed the re-emergence of leavers’ proms.   
 

(all of prom photos will be available to view in the website gallery soon)



Bernie Hollywood OBE came to talk to Y7-9 students and brought in his boat in
which he plans to cross the Atlantic in December and he was presented with a
cheque for £800 by one of our students to support mental health charities.



 
Students have also
created a stunning
mural this term with the
help of Will and the
Priors Park   
Neighbourhood Project
to celebrate all that is
good about Tewkesbury
School.  

Congratulations are due to Will Leighfield in Y10 who successfully completed
the Uganda Marathon earlier this term, raising money for Bugabira Primary
School in Uganda as a result.  Will, who was supported by his family but also
by one of the school’s trust funds will doubtless have made a memory that will
last a lifetime.   
 
If your child is doing something ‘special’ do please remember that the school
has access to trust funds that can help support you and them.  A simple email
to deputy head, Mr Bishop, would help you access that support.

Please do keep the school informed of any successes involving your
children outside of school.

After two years of cancellations due to COVID, sadly this week we saw
yet another Sports Day cancelled, this year due to the extreme heat! Thankfully
COVID itself presented us with few problems this term with very few students or
staff being affected - long may that continue! 
 
In terms of school improvement, we have seen the return of so many extra-
curricular activities, a rapid decline in the reporting of bullying and are expecting
improved results again at GCSE/BTEC and A level in the summer.  We have
also had a big push on reading this year to try to catch up on some lost ground
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that arose as a result of successive lockdowns for some children.   
 
Supporting disadvantaged children remains a key area of focus and this
summer will see our second summer school for Y6 students joining us in
September.  On that note, and in view of the increasing cost of living, please do
consider donating those items of uniform you no longer require back to the
school for recycling to other families.  Your generosity in this respect really does
make a significant difference to families and helps fund our trips and rewards
programme.

Digital
Learning 
 
Over 90% of students in
Y7-11 are now in
possession of a
Chromebook.  The sight
of students working on
their devices is now
commonplace as we
move around school

and it will not be long before exams are also taking place on electronic
devices.  Whilst I have been delighted with the rollout of Chromebooks and the
response of parents, I do want to stress that they remain an additional tool in
our teaching and learning toolkit rather than the only thing we rely upon.  Again,
please remember that support is available from the Birmingham Education
Learning Foundation if affordability is an issue.

Fundraising
This academic year, our students have raised a
whopping total of £7,400 for various charities,
including Winston's Wish, Sue Ryder, Save the
Children, Cancer Research UK, Ukraine British
Red Cross Appeal, Bugabira Primary School in
Uganda, The British Heart Foundation and the
Boat of Hope for mental health. 

Well done to our caring students for raising such an outstanding amount of
money that can really make a difference. 

Medical Information and contact details 
Many of your children have specific medical conditions and/or associated
needs.  We rely on you keeping us informed if those needs change and are
looking to make that process easier.  If your contact details or your child’s
medical needs change then please do let us know, via



medicalinformation@tewkesburyschool.org.  Your support in this is much
appreciated.

Tewkesbury Live
Some of Music students are
performing at Ye Olde Black Bear
this Saturday 23 July at midday as
part of the Tewkesbury Live Free
Music Festival.  Pop along and
support their performances!

Look out for Lauren Howe, Millie Flanders, Brooke Keay, Trystan Jones, Fraser
Lucking and Samuel Hayes.

Return to School
In the new term we look forward to welcoming 220 new Year 7 students; some
of whom will join our summer school ahead of their two day induction in
September.   
 
In terms of school uniform, we would strongly advise that replacement items
are purchased or ordered from our uniform suppliers Monkhouse Cheltenham
or Universal Uniform Cheltenham as soon as possible, as suppliers cannot
guarantee stock availability.  I would also urge you to consider purchasing
nearly new items from the school itself, details are on the website. The office
remains open during the summer holiday from 9.00-3.00pm for collection of
items.   Also, please do not assume that any items sold as a part of the school-
wear ranges in High Street fashion retailers necessarily meet the requirements
our own uniform policy.  Mr Bishop's pastoral update issued earlier this week
shared full information about our expectations. 

Monday 5 September is an INSET day and the term starts for new Year 7 with
induction days on Tuesday 6 and Wednesday 7 September, Y12 will have an
induction day on 7 September with all students returning to school on Thursday
8 September. The first part of the morning spent will be with their tutor along
with an assembly, with lessons starting after break. 

Dates for your diary - Autumn term 1- 2022
5 September - INSET day 
6 & 7 September - Start of Autumn Term for new Year 7s and school photos 
7 September - Start of term for Year 12  
8 September - Start of term for all other students 
15 September - 6.00pm Year 12 Welcome Evening 
19 September - INSET day 
19 September - 5.00pm Open Evening 
19-23 September - bookable Open Morning tours at 9:15 and 11:15 
27 September - Y7x Croft Farm team building day 
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28 September - Y7y Croft Farm team building day 
29 September - 4.30-7.30 Year 11 Progress Evening 
18-20 October School production of Beauty and the Beast 
24 -30 October –  Half term

Click to view Term dates for 2022-2023 and 2023-2024

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you
for your support throughout my time as
Headteacher at Tewkesbury School.  I wish all
parents and students a happy and healthy
summer holiday and all the very best for the
future.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 
 
Main image photo credit: Jack Boskett Photography
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