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8 April 2022

Dear Families 
 
Unlike many schools across the country, we break up a week later so I am sure
your children are ready for some time away from school after a longer than
typical spring term. 
 
It has been great to witness your children continuing to re-engage with activities
beyond the classroom and many such activities are illustrated in this mailer.

COVID update
As we move past the second anniversary of the first COVID lockdown, there is
little doubt that the threat of the virus still remains. Recent weeks have seen
around 50 students being absent from school due to COVID and around 5-6
members of staff.  With the exception of two days, we have managed to keep
all children being taught within school thanks to the flexibility shown by our staff
who continue to step in for absent colleagues not just in the classroom but also
behind the scenes in those important roles that do not involve direct contact
with children. 
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New guidance introduced on 1 April advises:

People with symptoms of a respiratory infection, including COVID-19, and
a high temperature or who feel unwell to try to stay at home and avoid
contact with other people, until they feel well enough to resume normal
activities and they no longer have a high temperature. 

Anyone with a positive COVID-19 test result is advised to try to stay at
home and avoid contact with other people for five days, which is when
they are most infectious.

Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature
should stay at home and avoid contact with other people, where they can.
They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer
have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend.

Staff changes
Today, we say farewell to our Head of Biology, Dr Barnfield.  We wish her well
with whatever the future holds and thank her for her contribution to the school.
We have also managed to secure new teachers for September in Business
Studies, Maths and Science together with a new Head of Year for our current
Y7 as they head into Y8.

Medical update
Thank you to those of you that responded promptly to our recent request for
updated medical information about your children.  Your children are not
permitted to carry around with them prescribed or non-prescribed medication
unless in exceptional circumstances.  If your child needs to take medication
during the school day then it needs to be safely kept at student reception and
accessed from there.

Events and Fundraising
Non-uniform days 
 
In the spring term our students have raised
£2,380 for Cancer Research UK and the British
Red Cross Ukraine Crisis appeal - thank you.

Easter Fundraiser 
Our Easter prize draw took place earlier this week. Thanks to everyone who
supported us by buying tickets and to the staff and governors who kindly
donated all of the prizes.  We are thrilled that £790 was raised and proceeds
will go to praise and rewards for students.



Governors' Praise panel
Congratulations to the following students who were recognised by the
Governors at the Praise Panel this term.

Leif Davidson Y13
Chloe Sheppard Y11
Charlotte Channing Y11
Leah Barnes Y11
Sophie Tugwell Y13
Keira Hancox Y7
James Meade Y9

Students met with Governors and were awarded a Praise Pin to recognise their
recent outstanding accomplishments. 
 
Their achievements included: captaining the Tewkesbury Swimming Club,
rowing successes, winning a competition to create a memorial flag, resilience
and sporting success, creating an informative presentation about International
Rare Disease day which was used across the school, achievement in Year 7
and success in the recent Intermediate Maths challenge. Well done to all. 
 
Biology Olympiad  
Y12 Biology classes competed in the UK Biology Olympiad a couple of weeks
ago. The results have just been received and two students did really well: 
  
Ciara Lynch was Highly Commended and Connor Redfern was
Commended. The questions were incredibly challenging so they both did
brilliantly to achieve these awards.  
 
Science photo competition  
Congratulations to the winners of the the Science photo competition, which was
decided by a staff vote.  Look out for their winning entries which will feature on
social media and will be displayed in B block. The winners will receive a £10
Amazon gift card with £5 for the runners up. 



 
Year 7 and 8  
1st -  Nyall Gaston 
2nd - Alfie Rosser 
 
Year 9 and 10 
1st - Ridley Folkes 
2nd - Jack Wilkinson

Sporting Achievements
Runner Kaitlyn Sheppard ran a
fantastic race in March and finished
3rd overall in a very strong field of 
238 Senior Girls. This was her best
result of the season beating many
GB & England Athletes
comfortably. Sister Chloe Sheppard
also ran a solid race and finished
155th out of 333 Inter Girls. She was
the 2nd Gloucestershire athlete in
and enjoyed the experience of
competing in such a high quality
field.

Please do keep the school informed of any successes involving your children
outside of school.

Activities, trips and visits
Another busy half term offering a wide range of extra curricular opportunities
and enrichment activities for students in all years. I thank the staff for their
efforts in coordinating these opportunities which are such an important part of
the school experience for your children.

http://goodnews@tewkesburyschool.org/




Year 6 welcome
It was great to welcome again large numbers of Y6 students and their families
to tour the school on typical working days in March. Current Y7 students did a
great job of showing 65 families around over the two week period.  We look
forward to welcoming our new Y6 families at the Information Evening on



Tuesday 26 April at 6.00 p.m. They will also receive a presentation from the
Birmingham eLearning Foundation and Albion Computers regarding
Chromebooks. We anticipate all our Y7 students will have Chromebooks and
expect 90% of students in September across Y7-11 to have their own device. 
 
The recently published Schools’ White Paper sets the minimum length of the
school week at 32.5 hrs and expects all schools to become part of a strong
trust by 2030.  I can confirm that Tewkesbury School, like most schools, and
even after accounting for the shorter finish on Friday, already has a working
week longer than the 32.5 hours which is being mandated.  The requirement to
belong to a strong trust, however, is likely to impact on the school but just how
is currently not clear.

Summer beckons
Today is our last day of term and when we return, students will benefit from
being able to access the school field to release some more energy and also
take advantage of wearing the summer uniform.  Students will be able to wear
their shirts and blouses without ties.   
 
Our school uniform has remained static for several years now and we are
proposing some minor changes for September.  Stability is key if we are to
avoid unnecessary purchases for existing and new families.   
 
The revised uniform policy takes a more gender-neutral approach and includes
one or two proposed changes.  

With the removal of houses, ties with coloured stripes will be phased out
with new Y7 students purchasing plain ties from September. Existing
house ties can be worn for another 4 years as children move through the
school.  
Straight skirts will also be phased out and no longer available for
purchase from September 2023.  Again, these will be phased out and
replaced by the pleated skirt which is already an option.  

I am grateful to all those of you that donate second-hand uniform to the school.
Not only does this provide parents with an alternative and cheaper source of
good quality uniform, it also creates additional money to go towards rewards for
your children. Given the significant rises in the cost of living, I am only too
conscious of the need to support families through our well-stocked nearly new
uniform shop, working as we do with a range of uniform suppliers to ensure
competition in the market and through the provision of grants to those
experiencing financial hardship where appropriate. 
 
Our nearly new uniform shop is in need of some more stock. If you are
replacing outgrown items over Easter, please do help other parents by donating
unwanted items of logoed uniform and PE kit for re-sale. Items can be delivered
to our Reception which is open during the holidays. 

https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/document/2_179_school-uniform-policy-2.pdf


 
After the holidays all students will be required to have their lanyard and card for
purchasing meals in the canteen. If you need a replacement, this can be
ordered from the school shop HERE.  Please also ensure that stationery
supplies are replenished. 

Dates for your diary - Summer term 2022
 
25 April   Start of summer term 
26 April   Welcome meeting for new Year 7 families, 6.00 p.m. Sports Hall 
27 April   Chromebook order portal opens 
2 May     May bank holiday 
5 May     Year 7 progress report issued to parents/carers 
12 May   Year 7 remote parents' evening for x classes, 4.30-7.30 p.m. 
13 May   Year 8 progress report issued to parents/carers 
16 May   Start of summer GCSE and A level examinations 
19 May   Year 7 remote parents' evening for y classes 4.30-7.30 p.m. 
20 May   Year 9 progress report released to parents/carers  
28 May - 5 June HALF TERM (includes Jubilee Bank Holidays) 
27 June - Inset Day

For those of you booking annual leave here are the Term dates for 2021-
2022 and 2022-2023.  

All that remains is for me to wish you and your
families a very Happy Easter and thank you all
for your continuing support. 
 
Very best wishes,
 
Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 
 
Main image photo credit: Jack Boskett Photography
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