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18 February 2022

Dear Families 
 
It is incredible to believe that we are now half way through the academic year
again with the days beginning to lengthen and the prospect of Spring drawing
ever nearer. As we approach the half term break after a longer than typical
term, I am pleased to share with you some of the successes, news and
events that have taken place so far this half term.

Tewkesbury Tapestry
On Thursday 3 and 17 February we welcomed local artists, Jo Teague and
Megan Dunford from the Roses Theatre as part of the ‘Stitch Stories’
community tapestry project. Jo worked with a range of our students from all
years developing stitched motifs to form part of the border of the Tewkesbury
Tapestry. Staff were also invited to join in and share their memories of
Tewkesbury.   The Tapestry is a large-scale community art project inspired by
the Bayeux Tapestry and aims to reflect the rich history of Tewkesbury but also
what Tewkesbury means to the local community. 
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Extra Curricular enjoyment 
It has been fantastic to see youngsters re-engaging in such large numbers with
activities beyond the classroom.  Just a few of the many of those enriching
opportunities so loved by the children are below:

Medical Mavericks Careers Session 
Organised by Ms Jeynes for selected groups from Y9
and above.  This was a hands-on workshop where
students had access to a range of medical equipment
and were able to take (fake) blood, record and print an
ECG, tried keyhole surgery, saw the inside of their body
with an ultrasound machine and even took pictures of
the inside of their eyes!

 
Textiles visit to Bath Fashion Museum 
Mrs Cummins and the textiles students had an
excellent visit to the Bath Fashion museum in January.
This involved sketching sessions and the chance to
model some of the period garments.

Sporting Achievements
Congratulations once again to our Y10 rugby team on reaching the quarter
finals of the England Rugby U15 NatWest Bowl competition.  They showed
great character in last week’s game but sadly couldn’t overcome a very
proficient Hill House School from Doncaster.  Thanks to those of you that
supported the lads through what was undoubtedly a memorable journey and a
lifelong memory.



U15 Rugby team

Congratulations are also due to our U16 girls and their coach, Miss Rogers,
who recently became the Cheltenham District Football Champions after an
unbeaten run in the competition; a fantastic achievement - well done girls!  

U16 girls' football team

Netball News  - There has been continued sporting effort this half term
from our netballers who have enjoyed winning fixtures v Hanley Castle and
Winchcombe School. Players are working in a determined, controlled and



confident manner and Miss Hamilton and Mrs Hirons are really impressed with
them. 

The Y7A netball team who beat Hanley Castle10-3. Player of the match was Anna Lockley. 

Kaitlyn and Chloe Sheppard together with Rafferty Welch having performed
well in the SW Cross Country Championships have now all qualified for the
National Championships in March.  Jenson Lee’s boxing prowess, Freddie
Gardiner’s moto-cross fame and Sam Roberts’ footballing talent are also
worthy of recognition.

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
Our D of E activities continue to be superbly led by Mrs Tustin and her growing
team of supporters.  It is fantastic to see young people once again out enjoying
themselves, working as a team, supporting each other and showing the
assessors that they had retained all the necessary expedition skills in spite of
the disruption caused by lockdown restrictions. 
 
Bronze expedition training was condensed and many have now successfully
completed the award they started two years ago.  I look forward to presenting
them with their D of E ties in due course.  In December, another 43 youngsters
registered for the Bronze award and started their expedition training together
with 28 Silver participants.



Careers and Apprenticeships
National Apprenticeship Week 7 - 13 February 2022

ASK Apprenticeship Workshop for
Y11 and 13
On Monday 7 February, we
welcomed Ask Apprenticeships to
deliver interactive workshops each
for Y11 and Y13 students.  

Students actively seeking either a school leaver or high/degree apprenticeship
were invited to join the session.  The workshop covered registration onto the
government apprenticeship website and students received valuable information
and advice which will give them the edge when it comes to making their
applications. 
 
Spirax Sarco Classroom Presentation Y11 and 13 Engineering Groups 
Ben Humphris, Production Manager and Katie Allford, Quality Engineer visited
both Y11 and Y13 Engineering groups to talk about the wide range of
opportunities on offer at Spirax Sarco.  With Headquarters based in
Cheltenham, students heard how the organisation has become a world leader
in Steam Engineering.  Our budding Engineering students were interested to
learn more about the processes used and how they could potentially develop
their careers within this fast-growing industry. 
 
Y12 Futures Session 
Mrs Baird, our Careers Adviser, gave a presentation to all Y12 students giving
an overview of Higher and Degree Level Apprenticeships as an alternative to
the traditional university route.  Students were told how and where to look for
current vacancies and the benefits of this increasingly popular pathway. 
 
Coming up - Careers and Apprenticeship Fair 
On Friday 4 March, local businesses, colleges and universities have been
invited to support our Careers and Apprenticeship Fair aimed at students in
Y10 to 13. Plans are currently in place to welcome as many exhibitors as
possible into the school to allow students to become more aware of local and
national opportunities.    



 
Y11 Employability Morning  
All Y11 students will be attending an employability morning on 4 March. There
will be a presentation from guest speaker, Richard Whincup, who will focus on
communication skills, followed by a CV writing workshop and the opportunity to
attend the Apprenticeship Fair. Further details will be issued to
parents/carers/students.  

Academic Excellence  
We had some exciting news in January relating to academic success.  Bex
Goodchild, Y13, has been offered a place at Cambridge University to read
Educational Studies and Millie Cook has received an offer to read Biomedical
Sciences at Oxford.  
 
This is a tremendous achievement and our congratulations go primarily to Bex
and Millie but also to their parents and to those education staff who have
played a part in their success. 

COVID update
We recently welcomed nurses from the School Immunisation Service to
administer the second vaccination for 12-15 year olds.  Details about how to
book a COVID vaccination if your child missed this can be accessed HERE.
Recent weeks have seen the virus very prevalent in children in particular at
both primary and secondary school. Typically, we have had around 30 students
off with COVID and one or two members of staff.  As a consequence, and
unlike several secondary schools in Gloucestershire, we have been in the
fortunate position of not having to send children home for remote learning and
able to plough on with business as usual.

Non uniform day 
Our recent non uniform day on 4 February raised £1,027 for Cancer Research
UK. The next non uniform day is on 11 March, in aid of Dogs Trust. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/?utm_source=16%20February%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


Rotary Club thanks
Thank you to the Rotary Club of Tewkesbury for the £1,000 donation for our
Library to spend at Alison's Bookshop. The Library's shelves are now stocked
with over 100 fabulous new books to support our Drop Everything And Read
initiative.   Thanks also to parents and members of the community who kindly
donated their high quality unwanted books which have been put to good use by
our readers.  

Y11 and Y13 examinations
Students in Y11 and Y13 will be returning after the half-term holiday to
complete their second sets of mock examinations which could still prove critical
in informing their final summer grades should they happen to fall ill at a
particularly inopportune time. Around 70 Y11 students have been regularly
attending the 4 o'clock after school study sessions showing excellent dedication
to their studies ahead of the mock exams.  
 
Last week, OFQUAL, the exams regulator published additional guidance for
students and teachers.  Due to the disruption to the learning of these year
groups over the last two years, a number of measures have been introduced.
Details of the additional help offered for students taking exams in summer 2022
can be found here. 
 
All students and parents should be very clear that the firm intention across the
country is for GCSE, BTEC and A Level examinations to progress as normal
this summer.  Whilst there are some concessions being made for students in
summer 2022, it is unlikely that such concessions will remain for 2023.  This
means that students currently in Y10 and Y12 will be the first ones to return to
the pre-pandemic exam expectations that were faced in 2019.

Staff farewells 
This week we say goodbye and thank you to our
Senior Science Technician, Helen Taylor, who
has served the school over many decades with
the utmost professionalism.  Helen has seen
many changes over the years at the school and
her expertise across all of the science disciplines
will be sorely missed.  We wish her and her
family a very long and happy retirement.

Dates for your diary - Spring term 
28 Feb       Start of term 4 
28 Feb       Y11 mock exams start 
3 March     Imperial War Museum Trip for 40 Y9 students 
3 March     World Book Day - £1 books available in the Library along with cake!  

https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/asset_file/3_1560_y11-mock-exams-march-22-.pdf
https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/asset_file/3_1561_y13-mock-exam-timetable-march-2022.docx.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1052385/advance_information_postcard_2022-02-03_1446.pdf


4 March     Apprenticeship Fair for Y10-13 
7 March     Y13 mock exams start  
11 March   Non uniform day 
28 March   What if? Driver safety roadshow for Y12 and 13 
5-8 April     Y7 Bikeablity sessions   
8 April        2.30 pm.  End of Spring term 
9-24 April   EASTER HOLIDAY

For those of you booking annual leave here are the Term dates for 2021-
2022,  2022-2023 and 2023-2024 

I thank you for the ongoing support of your
children, both in and out of the classroom, and
wish you an enjoyable and safe half term.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 
 
Main image photo credit: Jack Boskett Photography
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