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17 December 2021

Dear Families 

Looking back on last year’s Christmas message it is clear that as a local and
national community we are in a significantly better place as we approach the
festive season. I hope my recently appointed successor, Ms McGillycuddy will
be able to report on a similarly improved picture in their 2022 newsletter. 

Since September we have managed to get a degree of normality or semi-
normality, as evinced by many of the activities highlighted in this mailer. My
congratulations go to all of those directly mentioned and my sincere apologies
to those children that will have achieved great things but fail to get a mention.
As you can see, we have tried to reintroduce many of those optional ‘extras’
that have been so sadly lacking over the last 18 months due to the pandemic
which add so much to the vibrancy of our school and are cherished by children
and families. 

Please do take special note of the revised arrangements for the start of term in
January detailed below which arise from a Government directive to test all
children on-site before they begin their first term of 2022.
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Virtual Christmas Concert
I am pleased to share with you our virtual Christmas Concert which was
professionally filmed by Jack Boskett last week. I hope you enjoy the
performances from our choirs and singing groups. My praise must go to the
students involved and to the staff for putting this together to bring some festive
cheer.  

Tewkesbury School's Virtual Christmas Concert

Events and Fundraising
The end of term has seen two trips to London for art and psychology
students, a Y12 v Y13 football match, a bowling trip, Christmas lunches served
and a Year 7 Bazaar. Our final assemblies will be broadcast to classrooms and
rewards issued.  

Non-uniform days 
I am grateful for your support of our recent non-uniform days.  This term the
students have raised a total in excess of £2,245 for Winston's Wish, Sue
Ryder, Young Minds and Save the Children. 

Remembrance Day 
Our service of remembrance happened last month.  A special mention must go
to Mr Knight and Year 13 student Seb Teague who played the last post and
reveille at 11am, and to Ben Powell, Head Student who read the Ode of
Remembrance.

https://youtu.be/4bP3qa6GOdU


After the silence a small gathering was held at the memorial tree that
commemorates the sad loss of Matthew Stuart, an ex-student serving on HMS
Argonaut during the Falklands conflict.  This year we were honoured to be
joined by Matthew’s mother Janet; wreaths were laid by her and by Leading
Sea Cadet Molly Tellis from Year 13.  

Christmas Prize Draw 
The prize draw took place this week and I would like to extend my thanks to all
parents who supported us in buying tickets and to the businesses, staff and
Governors for their support in donating the wonderful prizes.  Funds raised will
go towards our Praise and Rewards initiative. 

We are thrilled to announce that an amazing total 
of £1,851 was raised. 

Sporting Achievements
In November, seven teams were entered into the cross country district
championships. There were some strong performances from: 

Fin Jones - 6th in minor boys 
Ewan Gosden - 8th in minor boys 
Georgia Howell - 6th in the junior girls 
Raffy Welch - 5th in the inters 
Amelie Curtis - 9th in the inters 
and Jacob Barry - 6th in the seniors 



Chloe Sheppard (Y11) came in first so is district champion. 

Our cross country runners

Chloe Sheppard (Y11) also competed in the Welsh Indoor Rowing
Championships in the Junior Women 16 year olds and finished in first place.
Being new to rowing this is a fantastic achievement and backs up her selection
to the British Rowing World Class Start Programme.   She really is a sporting
superstar! 

Thomas and Benjamin Cowan (Y12 and Y10) have been invited to the
England Touch Rugby High Performance Squad training in advance of the
European Championships in August 2022. In the summer they represented the
Midlands in the National Championships and on merit have been selected to
take the next step. 

Motocross champ Freddie Gardiner (Y8) continues to train hard and practise
locally until the new season starts in March.  He has been winning most club
meetings over the past 6-8 weeks and has been invited to train in Spain at
Christmas which is an amazing opportunity for him. 

Dedicated swimmer and volunteer swimming teacher, Leif Davidson (Y13) has
been made Club Captain of Tewkesbury Swimming Club, along with former
student Jack Beazer.  They are both extremely dedicated members of TSC and
great role models to all the younger swimmers.  

It's also been great to see the return of school sports teams as part of the extra
curricular offer. November was busy for our Y7 A and B rugby teams coached
by Mr Hobbs. They have recorded two wins against Hanley, followed by a win
for the A team against Pittville School 5 tries to 3. Stand out performers were
Fin Jones, Bailey Llewelyn-Watts, Xander Last and Bobby Rathbone. 



Our Y7 and Y8 Netballers have been on fine form too winning against Cleeve
and Chosen Hill in recent games.  Strong performances from Year 7s Tilly
Burton, Molly Rowley, Phoebe Leibbrandt and Amber Flatman. 

Y8 netball girls continue to strive for success in their fixtures. Well done to all
involved and a special mention to Leah Trust for her role leading the team.

Year 7 Netballers

Activities, trips and visits
Our staff have been working tirelessly to generate a varied programme of extra
curricular activities for your children to enjoy this term.  Trips include water
sports and team building at Croft Farm for Y7s, the Cheltenham Literature
Festival with English, Bletchley Park with Maths, the Roses Theatre with Media
Studies, geography fieldwork, creating lanterns to display at Tewkesbury



Abbey, an invite to attend an engineering Parliamentary brief for Y13, a rewards
Y7 bowling trip and visits to London for both our Art and Psychology
students. We have also enjoyed recording Christmas concerts and professional
photo shoots to showcase our students' talents. 

It's safe to say that despite the obvious difficulties, it has been a busy term! I
thank the staff for their efforts in coordinating these enrichment opportunities
which are such an important part of the school experience for your children.





Staff farewells
Before October half term we wished a fond farewell to
our Expressive Arts Technician, Jay Warner who left us
after 15 years at the school.  

Over the years, Jay has supported students and
teachers in drama, art, food and textiles putting
together ingredients for countless shortbread, pizza and
fruit salad recipes but most of all is best known for her
wonderful set and costume creations in our school
productions which include Oliver, Grease and We Will
Rock You. 

At the end of this week Melanie Shoesmith
retires after 35 years at the School. She will be
fondly remembered by many as their Geography
teacher or Head of Year. In recent years she has
been the school’s Examinations Secretary, a role
executed with supreme efficiency during these
challenging times.  We send her our immense
thanks for all she has done; for her
professionalism, loyalty and hard work over so
many years along with our best wishes for a long
and happy retirement. 

Uniform supplier
In addition to our existing uniform suppliers Monkhouse, School Trends
(online) and our own nearly new shop at school, we have now appointed



Universal Uniform based at Kingsditch in Cheltenham as an additional school
uniform supplier.  

End of Term
Today is our last day of term. I hope it will end on a high note with students
enjoying a morning of lessons followed by fun 'virtual assemblies', rewards and
social time with their tutor group before they are dismissed for the holidays.   

Please ensure that arrangements are in place for your child/ren to get home
safely, taking all belongings with them. Village buses have been notified of the
early departure. The school is closed for the duration of the Christmas holidays,
however the school office inbox will be monitored for any urgent matters. 

Start of Term - 2022
As you should be well aware from my previous communications, there is a
Government directive to complete a single on-site COVID test for all children
before they return to school in January.  Appointment times have already been
issued via email. Your child will need to report to the Drama Hall wearing a face
covering in accordance with the timetable shown below and return home after
their test. If you have any difficulties, please email the office. Additional testing
kits have also been sent home yesterday or today.  

Tuesday 4 January 2022  
9:00am - Sixth Form,  11:00am - Year 11,  1:00pm - Year 10. 

Wednesday 5 January 2022 
Students in Years 10-13 return to school for normal lessons 
Testing for the following:  9:00am - Year 9,  11:00am - Year 8, 1:00pm - Year 7. 

Thursday 6 January 2022 
Students in Years 7-9 return for normal lessons.

Dates for your diary - Spring term 2022

4 January  INSET DAY (and testing as above) 
5 January  Testing, as info above. Students in Years 10-13 return to school 
6 January  Students in Years 7-9 return to school  
6 January  Year 10 remote Parents' Evening, 4.30-8.30pm 
7 January  Year 9 Options Virtual Information Evening will be shared via email 
w/c 17 Jan  Nasal flu vaccinations for Y7-11 info to follow 
20 January Year 13 remote Parents' Evening, 4.30-7.30pm 
27 January Year 9 Core remote Parents' Evening, 4.30-7.30pm 
3 February Year 9 Extension remote Parents' Evening, 4.30-7.30pm 

https://theschoolwearcompany.co.uk/find-your-school/tewkesbury-school-uniform.html


4 February Non-uniform day 
14 February Year 12 Work Experience Week 
18 February Deadline for Y9 Options forms to be handed in 
19 - 27 February  HALF TERM

For those of you booking annual leave here are the Term dates for 2021-
2022 and 2022-2023.   

All that remains for me is to wish you, your family and friends a very Happy and
COVID-free Christmas period. 

I look forward to welcoming your children back to
school in 2022 and pressing forward with their
learning both within and beyond the classroom. 

Seasons greetings and very best wishes,  

Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 

Main image photo credit: Jack Boskett Photography
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