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book vouchers and an opportunity to swap 
books. Thankfully, for parents, no need for 
children to dress up though as Harry Potter, 
Shrek or Alice in Wonderland!

Our investment in English and literacy more 
generally will further improve your children’s 
life chances. Our relocated library facility 
right at the centre of the English block and 
now finally located on the ground floor for 
easier access will further support those vitally 
important key skills. Do please continue to 
help your children by promoting their reading, 
asking to see their work, listening to them and 
gently encouraging their involvement in all 
aspects of school. We often find the greatest 
inhibitor to success in GCSE exams is their 
inability to understand the questions due to 
the high levels of literacy required.

Our visitor reception area, too, has shifted 
back to the front of the English block with a 
new visitor parking area. This is more easily 
accessed without having to drive through the 
security gates. The arrangement also further 
safeguards your children from unwanted 
visitors coming onto the school site. If you 
need to come to the school during the day, 
then please do be prepared to use the new 
visitor car park at that end of the school and 
report to the new reception area. I will let you 
know when the project is finally completed 
and invite you to come and have a look 
around.

I wish you all well this Easter and thank you 
for your tolerance and support at this difficult 
time.

Stay safe.

I was just beginning 
to celebrate 

the passing of a 
mild winter, the 
associated lower 
heating bills and 
the absence of any 
school closure for 

snow when everything seemed to hit us!  
Firstly, came the most prolonged flooding 
we have experienced in some time which I’m 
sure brought inconvenience to many of you. 
Thankfully, the worst of that coincided with 
the February half-term meaning the impact 
was lessened. No sooner were the waters 
receding though than a new threat reared 
its ugly head with alarming consequences – 
COVID-19. I do hope you and your families are 
not suffering too much.
Life does go on, however, and school until this 
last month has been operating fairly normally. 
I would like to take this opportunity to pay 
tribute to your children who proved to be 
remarkably resilient in the face of exams being 
cancelled and school now being closed for the 
foreseeable future.

One thing keeping my spirits up has been 
witnessing the re-development of the English 
block which remains on track for completion 
shortly after Easter. Literacy, the ability to 
read, write, speak and listen in a way that 
lets us communicate effectively and make 
sense of the world is so important if our 
children are to succeed at school and in the 
global workplace. As a young adult without 
high literacy skills they will be locked out of 
the job market, and as a parent they won’t be 
able to support their own child’s learning. This 
intergenerational cycle makes social mobility 
and a fairer society more difficult.

People with low literacy skills may not be 
able to read a book or newspaper, understand 
road signs or price labels, make sense of a 
bus or train timetable, fill out a form, read 
instructions on medicines or use the internet. 
Earlier this term we welcomed Sufiya Ahmed 
a visiting author who spoke to our Y8 students, 
held interactive workshops and completed a 
book signing. Shortly afterwards came World 
Book Day with activities in the library, free 

Mr G M Watson
Headteacher
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‘I would like to take 
this opportunity 
to pay tribute to 
your children who 
have proved to be 
remarkably resilient 
in these difficult 
times! ’

KUDOSS
Footballing successes – congratulations 
to Saffy O’Brien on making her England 
U15 football debut. Lots of hard work on and 
off the pitch to achieve this – well done!

Congratulations to the Year 7 Girls Football 
team who finished a very respectable 4th 
place in the District playing in some testing 
conditions 

Our U15 girls travelled to Southend High 
school as they reached the last 16 of the 
Sisters n Sport football national cup.

Well done to Amelie Curtis (Y8) who plays 
football for Wales. At the start of March, she 
scored her first goal in a Wales shirt.

Cross Country – Congratulations to runner 
Kaitlyn Sheppard (Y11) who represented 
Gloucestershire at the English Schools’ Cross 
Country Championships. She finished an 
amazing 5th Overall out of 400+ competitors 
and earned her first England Representation. 
Unfortunately, the International Fixture was 
cancelled due to Coronavirus. 

Her sister Chloe Sheppard (Y9) also 
represented Gloucestershire and finished in 
107th out of 400+ of the best athletes in the 

country. She was also first Gloucestershire 
finisher. Well done! 

Well done to Georgia Howell (Y7) who 
came 14th in the South West XC schools finals 
in Bournemouth in February (out of about 60 
runners). She was the 2nd Gloucestershire 
girl home which was a great result.

Rugby talent – Leah Doyle (Y9) has 
been selected for the Rugby County Squad. 
Ben Peters (Y11) has been selected to start 
training with Gloucester Rugby Academy’s 
U17s. Well done Ben and enjoy this new 
challenge!

Netball – congratulations to Imogen 
Thirlby (Y9) who has been selected for the 
Netball County Academy.

Healthy Eating Rewards – Wendy 
Bunt (Y7) was our Spring Term 1 winner 
of the Canteen’s Healthy Eating Awards 
Initiative. She won a £10 Amazon voucher for 
choosing healthy options. 

Community – in March a group of our 
community students assisted members of 
Tewkesbury Rotary Club with a race night 
for the elderly residents at Marina Court. 
Well done to Owen Ricketts, George 
Woodward, Loren Doyle, Nerys 
Gardiner-Orton and Katie Wheeler 
(along with Ms Sirrell) who gave up their 
evening to help. A great night was had  
by all! 

Our U16 girls football team are 
the District Champs 2020

We love to hear about the good news, 
achievements and successes of our students 
outside of school.
If you’d like to share something about your 
child, please PM us on facebook, @ us into your 
tweets over on twitter @tewkschool or drop us 
an email to goodnews@tewkesburyschool.org

MAGAZINE SPRING 2020
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In February, Mr Selman along with Bex 
Goodchild, Keira Gibson, Dan Phipps and 

Ethan Catton participated in the Belgium and 
France Battlefields trip organized by the UCL 
institution of education. 

It was a thought-provoking trip of which 
Bex and I are both very grateful to have 
been able to take part in. During our busy 
three day itinerary, we visited many famous 
and eye-opening memorials. Some of our 
favourites included the Tyne Cot Cemetery 
as it enabled us to begin to understand the 
incomprehensible amount of casualties of 
the war as we saw the walls of names and 
fields of graves. Throughout the trip we were 
reminded of the importance of remembrance, 

Before February half term, we welcomed representatives from local businesses who recently 
sponsored the new Senior Rugby team kit.

We would like to thank the following local companies for their support:

• Thomson and Bancks Solicitors

• Smart Computers Ltd

• Amiosec

• Geckota

• Trelleborg Sealing Solutions

If you’d like to support us in a similar way please contact our business partners team on  
cs2b@tewkesburyschool.org – we’d love to hear from you!

Our Year 7 musicians had their first 
opportunities to perform solos to a 

packed audience of parents and friends on 
Wednesday 4 March. Many students have 
instrumental or singing lessons in school, 
as well as those playing outside school.  
We enjoyed some fantastic performances 
on the drum kit, guitar, bass, violin, piano 
and singing solos. In addition, Joshua Glass 
became our first Year 7 to be a tech assistant 
to Kev Howlett and thoroughly enjoyed the 

Keira Gibson and Bex Goodchild

WW1 BATTLEFIELDS POETRY TOUR  

RUGBY KIT SPONSORSHIP 

YEAR 7 MUSIC SHOWCASE 

such as at the Menin Gate in Ypres where we 
witnessed the Last Post – a ceremony that 
has taken place every night since 1928.  We 
also experienced a small glimpse of what the 
soldiers endured as we traced their journey 
on the battlefields, at places such as Mametz 
Wood and Sunken Lane. 

As well as learning the history of our world’s 
past, it was a great experience as it allowed us 
to work firsthand with the published author 
Hilary Robinson and the illustrator Martin 
Impey. We also met many new people from 
schools across the South West. We are very 
thankful to all the staff who helped enable 
this trip to happen and will remember this 
opportunity forever.

experience of running the sound decks!  
The Voicebox singing group who met 
up on Friday lunchtime also sang ‘The 
Climb’ and ‘The Cup song’ and showed a 
great commitment to their rehearsals.  All 
instrument lessons can be taken-up at any 
point in the year, so please do get in touch 
if your child is interested in having music 
lessons. Email:
Rachael.patrick@tewkesburyschool.org

CHARITABLE TEWKESBURY

Mrs Patrick
Music department

 £1,945
In the Spring term our students 
have raised a grand total of 
£1,945 from our two non-
uniform days. Students donated 
£1 at each event and have raised 
money for Samaritans and Acorns 
Children’s Hospice. A range of 
charities were selected by our 
Student Parliament at the start 
of term and all students voted 
on who we should support. Well 
done everyone!

TOTAL:
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There was great fun in the Library as part 
of our annual World Book Day event. The 

celebrations started off with a careers visit 
from author Sufiya Ahmed.

On WBD, during tutor time groups were 
challenged to a literature quiz and the 
winning TG received a box of chocolates. 
At lunchtime, crowds of students enjoyed 
some free cakes in the library which were 
kindly donated by Morrisons and the Co-op 
in Tewkesbury, as well as the chance to win 
prizes in a free prize draw raffle.

We would also like to thank Alison’s Bookshop 
in Tewkesbury for donating our £1 WBD books 
for the students. Thanks also to everyone who 
also joined the book swap!

Keep on reading
A reminder that you can also access books 
online for FREE from our school Library using 
the ePlatform by Wheelers that our school 
Library subscribes to.  

Congratulations to the following students 
who were invited to attend the Governors’ 

Praise Panel on Friday 14 February.

Ellis Todd – Year 11

Lauren Hall – Year 12

Seb Teague – Year 11

Molly Tellis – Year 11

Keira-Mae Gibson – Year 11

Rebecca Goodchild – Year 11

Daniel Phipps – Year 10

Ethan Catton – Year 11

Students met with Governors and were 
awarded a Praise Pin to recognise their recent 
outstanding accomplishments.

In March we held another successful 
Apprenticeship Careers Fair for students in 

Years 10-13 and were delighted that 32 local 
businesses attended.

The aim of our event was to give students an 
insight into the world of employment and 
to explore the wide range of opportunities 
available. This event was an important 
occasion, allowing businesses to talk to 
students and to share details of a wide variety 
of upcoming apprenticeship opportunities in 
our local area.

At the end of February, we welcomed 
around 260 cheery Year 5 children to 

Tewkesbury School to take part in one of 
three Exploration Taster Days. 

The Exploration Days are one of the first 
stages in our highly acclaimed Transition to 
Tewkesbury School Programme, and they 
aim to familiarise primary school students 
with their local secondary school and help 
develop their confidence about joining us.  
During their visit, the children attended a 
series of three lessons ranging from maths, 
ICT, science, English, humanities, PE, DT and 
French. Our helpful Year 8 students served 
as guides to ensure that our visitors were 
well looked after as they moved around 
our spacious campus which gave them an 
insight of how it feels to move around the 
campus for different lessons. With transport 

WORLD BOOK DAY 2020 GOVERNORS’ PRAISE PANEL

APPRENTICESHIP CAREERS FAIR

YEAR 5 EXPLORATION WEEK

This means you are able to download e-books 
completely free of charge and there are 
HUNDREDS of books available! These can be 
read on your computer, ipad, phone and other 
devices. Access is very easy, visit our Library 
page on the website 
www.tewkesburyschool.org/119/library 

and a delicious hot lunch in the canteen 
provided every day, the Y5 Exploration 
Days are a big financial investment for 
Tewkesbury School. Although it might be 
tricky coordinating the diaries of our 12 
partner primaries and the timetables of the 
20 members of Tewkesbury School specialist 
staff who made the week possible, the 
outcomes are fantastic as primary students 
feel more confident and excited about the 
next phase of their education. 

We look forward to seeing the children and 
their parents again in the future. 

Lyndsey Woodward
Transition co-ordinator

The achievements included: academic effort 
and organisation, promotion within the 
Sea Cadets and supporting the younger 
cadets, being a positive role model in school, 
involvement in our Remembrance Parade, 
enthusiasm shown for supporting staff at 
school events and activities.

Keira, Bex, Ethan and Daniel attended a WW1 
Battlefields tour before half term. They were 
selected for the trip by writing an excellent 
piece of creative writing inspired by the war. 
On the trip, they conducted themselves in 
an exemplary fashion, were engaged with 
the places and any tasks they were given to 
do, including reading poetry at the grave of 
Wilfred Owen. 
Well done to all.

We welcome the involvement of local 
businesses and further education providers 
who are keen to support us in enhancing 
students’ broader knowledge and confidence.    
It is important for students to develop the 
values and skills that employers desire in their 
workforce. We were also pleased to see so 
many parents accompany their children after 
school. Feedback from families was positive 
and they appreciated the opportunity to be 
included in the education process.  

‘Thanks for a 
brilliant day.  My 
daughter loved 
every minute! ’
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This time last year, we informed you that we 
were all keeping our fingers crossed to see 

if we would be successful in a capital bid of 
£2m to help refresh the tired English Block. As 
you now know, that funding was forthcoming 
and we are now in the last phase of the build 
before moving back into the completed block. 
Earlier in the term, some lucky students had a 
sneak preview and we know their peers will 
be equally delighted with the improvements. 
As part of those improvements our library is 
being relocated on the ground floor to help 
support the curriculum and allow easier 
access for those with mobility issues. More 
new toilets will also be available and the 
main reception area of the school will return 
to that end of the school, alongside a new 
visitor car park.

Congratulations to our amazing Apprentice 
Resources Officer Ella Russell, who 

has been shortlisted as a finalist in the 
‘Outstanding Apprentice of the Year’ category 
in the Gloucestershire Apprentice Awards 
2020.

Ella supports the administration and 
reception team. She is a huge asset and we 
are delighted with everything she brings to 
her apprenticeship and the school as a whole.  
We’re really proud of her!

She’ll be attending an awards ceremony held 
at Kingsholm in November where the winner 
will be announced. 

Congratulations to our chess finalists who 
made it through the school stage to reach 

the Delancey UK Schools’ Chess Challenge 
Megafinals for the county, which was due 
to be held in May. Eleven of our students 
reached the next stage, which is our biggest 
number to date. Our school champion this 
year is Nihal Singh (Year 7) with runner up 
Jayson Chen (Year 7).

Well done to all involved and special thanks 
to our Library team for running the club and 
organising the challenge.

TODAY’S READERS, TOMORROW’S LEADERS OUTSTANDING 
APPRENTICE OF  
THE YEAR  
FINALIST 

CHESS FINALISTS

Crowdfunding campaign
As part of the refurbishment, we want to 
provide an inspirational learning environment 
in which our students can work. Earlier this 
year, we launched a crowdfunding campaign 
to support the final finishing-touches. Our 
plans include installing bright subject related, 
bespoke wall art in the new classrooms for 
added ‘wow factor’ that will get everyone’s 
attention and raise aspirations. We also 
hope to enhance the facilities in the Library,  
the corridors and staircases with impactful 
wall art.   

Due to the current situation, we have 
put our campaign on hold until further 
notice. We are however delighted to 
inform you that a total of £3,015 has been 

raised through the Crowdfunder, as well as 
securing some additional funds outside of 
this campaign.

We want to thank all the local businesses 
who have sponsored classrooms, and 
parents and staff who have supported our 
plans so far. If you would like to know more 
about the campaign, please visit https://
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/todays-readers-
tomorrows-leaders#start

In the future, as well as relaunching our 
funding campaign, we plan to hold a grand 
opening ceremony, which will include a 
tour of the new facilities. We can’t wait to 
welcome our students into this wonderful 
new learning environment. 

The area that will become the new 
Library – work in progress! 

This will be a bright new reception 
area when completed.

The front of E block is almost complete. This is the 
area where new visitor parking will be located.


