
 

 

5 April 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Families 
 
This term has once again seen a wonderful array of performances, only some of which can be showcased in the Spring issue of 
KUDOS. The magazine has been sent home with your children today.  
 
This week's Spring Concert was well attended and a lovely opportunity to see some of our budding musicians show off their 
rapidly improving talents.  Those of you that managed to attend will doubtless have been both entertained and impressed.  Last 
night, our 'Festival of Fashion' took place and students showcased their textiles creations on the catwalk.  This event never 
disappoints and we all enjoyed seeing the array of oriental themed creations.  Congratulations to the DT faculty for putting on 
another fantastic show and to the winners from Keller House, Charlotte Booth Year 12, Meg Townshend Year 10 and Santa 
Berzina Year 9.   We also welcomed Year 5 and 6 children from Ashchurch Primary School who spent the day with our Technology 
teachers printing t-shirts with their own Chinese designs, also showing them off on the catwalk.  
 

Sporting Successes 
In the sporting arena, we heard earlier this month of the success of one of last year’s leavers.  Morgan Monks (18) has recently 
signed a professional contract for the Worcester Warriors rugby team.  Morgan was always an exceptional talent when he was 
with us and it comes as no surprise that he is progressing to great things in his chosen sport.  
 
Our Year 7 rugby players continue to do well and our girls’ footballers have been successful in County tournaments. Year 7 and 
Year 9 teams were both runners up and the U16 team were crowned CHAMPIONS of Gloucestershire County.  Our Year 8 boys' 
football team were the District winners. 
 
Two of our students, Kaitlyn Sheppard and Jacob Barry competed recently in the National Schools Cross Country Championship 
and accredited themselves extremely well against stiff competition. Cheerleaders Amelie le Maréchal and Maisy Chick, along 
with their teams Colbalt and Teal, became national champions at the ICC Nationals in Nottingham.   Team Cobalt is heading to 
Sweden in May and will compete at a high level. 
 
Many lucky students will now be turning their thoughts to the biennial Sports Tour to Canada this summer. We have a fundraising 
race night on 26 April at 7:00pm in the Gym, please join us if you can.  On Friday a group of Year 12 students and staff head off 
to Austria for their ski trip. We wish them a happy and safe trip! 
 
Please do keep the school informed of any successes involving your children outside of school.  

 
Examination Preparations 
Sixth Formers have also been busy, both with their final mock examinations and university visits to Oxbridge, Cardiff and 
Worcester.  We all wish them well in the run up to their A levels and look forward to joining them at their subsequent prom and 
Leavers’ Service at Tewkesbury Abbey in May. 
 
Additional revision sessions will be taking place during the Easter holidays for both Year 11 and Year 13 students.  Students have 
been provided with a timetable which can also be found on the school website here.  Please do encourage your son/daughter to 
attend where relevant and appropriate, please click the link to indicate that they will be attending.   I am grateful to the 
dedicated teachers who are giving their time to offer this extra support in the lead up to examinations. 
 

Facilities 

With the new toilets in K Central completed, we now turn our attention to improving the English block, the oldest part of the 
school.  We have everything crossed for the success of our £2m bid for capital funding, which we should hear about any day 
now.  With such a dearth of school funding we are trying not to be over-optimistic.  It may well be that we need to re-submit like 
we did before the impressive refurbishment of the Design Technology block.  I will update you in due course. 

https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/newsletter/3_59_kudos-april-2019-for-the-web.pdf
mailto:lyndsey.woodward@tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Student%20Success
https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/lettershome/2_219_easter-school-revision-timetable-2019-final.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekchDbK-8oMcuztDqIaVpGOoIObDROlncdxrBY_lmUZ0k2YA/viewform


 

 
 
Attendance 
As you will be aware, we have been highlighting for some time now our efforts to maximise attendance at school.  Thanks to 
your support and the hard work of staff at the school, our overall school attendance is up by over 1% on the same period last 
year.  Whilst 1% doesn’t feel huge, with 1,350 students it does make a real difference to the number of children in school.   The 
number of persistent absentees is also very significantly down on the same period last year. Please notify the Attendance Officer 
directly on 01684 851806 or email attendance@tewkesburyschool.org about any attendance concerns / absence / 
appointments. 
 

Staffing 

I am pleased to report that we have recently managed to secure two new teachers for maths and the same number for English 
from September 2019.  Sadly, the market for scientists does not appear to be equally buoyant and, despite our best efforts, we 
continue to struggle to even receive applications.   I am aware of the understandable concerns of parents in this area and can 
only reassure you that I am doing everything I can to try to source permanent science staff.  On a more positive note, applications 
to the school from parents remain strong with around 220 new Year 7 students expected to come to us in September 2019. 
 

Careers 
Around half of our Year 9 students took part in a Young Enterprise day in March alongside representatives from local businesses 
and in association with GCHQ.  Students were expected to design a futuristic, technological product and then market their chosen 
product to a panel of judges.  The successful team of Ben Aston, Tom Hopkins, Callum Thackeray, Archie Walsh, Max Boniface 
and Shay Newman now go on to the final of the competition at GCHQ where they will compete against other schools. 
 
An increasing number of students are now moving on to apprenticeships and higher level apprenticeships.  We are privileged to 
have some first-class staff working on business and enterprise links with the school and the number of opportunities for your 
children to engage with the business world are increasing year on year. 
 
Last week’s apprenticeship fair saw representatives from over 30 businesses come in to engage with youngsters about their 
career choices and future progression pathways.  Earlier this term we also hosted staff from the Vanilla Hair and Beauty in 
Cheltenham to speak to students and display their skills.  The event was well-attended by a large number of students in Year 10 
and Year 11 with some useful networking opportunities for those interested in pursuing a career in hairdressing. 
 

Praise and Rewards 
A Governors' Praise Awards Panel will be held on the last day of term and the following students will be recognised for a variety 
of successes and personal achievements both in and out of school:  
 
Sebastian Cooke - Year 7 
Harriett Matthews - Year 13 
Jack Ellis - Year 9 
Lewis Lockstone - Year 8 
Ella Lee - Year 10 
Kim Greening - Year 9 
Ioana Disha - Year 10 
Ruby Keen - Year 8 
Kate Thomson - Year 11 
 
Loren Doyle, Melanie Healey and William Alonso from Year 12 were presented with their Governors Praise Awards in February.  
 
In March a Year 11 Academic Progress Praise Panel was held.  This is an initiative set up by the School’s Senior Leadership Team 
and Governors to recognise students who have made good progress so far this year towards meeting, or exceeding their target 
grades.  Our Chair of Governors presented certificates and spent time congratulating the students, whilst the children enjoyed 
a free breakfast!   As a school, we rely on a close partnership with families and I am grateful for your ongoing support in the lead 
up to the summer examinations. 
 
My congratulations go to the following Year 11 students: 
Priestley House 
Jodie Bolton 
Jackie Chen 
Danielle McGarry 
Paul McGarry 
Olivia Mills 
Devon Ricketts 
  
 
 
 

Brunel House 
Henry McMahon 
Catharine Hughes 
Grace Goodenough 
Tegan Griffiths 
Harrison Leitch 
Samuel Corbett 
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Keller House 
Alex Allen 
Abby Beckingham-Price 
Ethan Cooke 
Laura Dales 
Star Fossick 
Rebecca Mundy 
  
Bronte House 
Thomas Dennard 
Jack Dowding 
Joe Evans 
Olivia Graffin 
Beth Plummer 
Halle Perks 
Milly Smith 

 
 
Elgar House 
Courtney Bannister 
Louis Corless 
Serafina Coupe 
Jack Pates 
Aaron Sollis 
Savannah Matharu 
  
Hodgkin House 
Jack Beazer 
Georgia Cottell 
Jessica Edwards 
Jessica Holyoak 
Abigail Johnstone 
Aiden Johnstone 
William Platt 

 
Summer uniform 
It is hard to believe we are shortly to begin the Summer Term when wet weather and arctic temperatures seem a very recent 
memory.  When we return, students will have the option of wearing summer uniform. In recent years, most students have wisely 
chosen to continue to wear their normal uniform at least for a few weeks. 
 
Some hardy students, however, will still choose to wear an official Tewkesbury School short-sleeved blouse or shirt.  Shirts must 
have the Tewkesbury School logo on them.  A tie isn't needed with badged shirts but the blazer is a compulsory item and will 
be required in school.  Students will still be expected to wear their blazers between lessons but are free to take them off in 
lessons and at break and lunch time. Summer shirts can be purchased from SchoolTogs and Trutex. There are a small number 
available in the nearly new uniform shop.  
 
Year 11 students will be expected to wear appropriate uniform throughout the exam season.    
 
Our nearly new uniform shop is in need of some more stock. If you are replacing outgrown items over Easter, please do help 
other parents by donating unwanted items of logoed uniform and PE kit for re-sale.  All monies raised will be ploughed back into 
our ever growing rewards programme.  Items can be delivered to our Reception which is open during the holidays.  The inventory 
of items available can be viewed here. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading this term’s edition of KUDOS.  All that remains is for me to wish you and you families a very Happy 
Easter and thank you all for your continuing support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 
  

http://www.tewkesburyschool.org/204/uniform-nearly-new-shop
https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/newsletter/3_59_kudos-april-2019-for-the-web.pdf


 
 

Dates for your diary - Summer term 2019 
 
23 April - Start of Summer term 
24 April - Y6 Parents' Information Evening 6.00pm, Sports Hall 
25 April - Y7 Parents' Evening (Core) 
26 April - Y11, 12, 13 Progress Report issued to parents 
26 April - Sports Tour Race Night, 7.00pm in the Gym 
2 May - Y7 Parents' Evening (Extension) 
3 May - Non uniform day 
3 May - Y10 report issued 
6 May - May bank holiday 
13 May - START OF SUMMER GCSE/A LEVEL EXAMS 
22 May - Year 13 Leavers' Service at Tewkesbury Abbey 
25 May - 2 June  - HALF TERM 
 
The full calendar of school events for next year can be viewed here.  For those of you booking your holidays, here are the Term 
dates for 2018-2019 and 2019-2020. 
 
 

http://www.tewkesburyschool.org/21/calendar
http://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/asset_file/3_1095_term-dates-2018-2019-tewkesbury-school.pdf
https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/uploads/asset_file/3_1163_term-dates-2019-2020_1.pdf

