
 

 

 
 
 
 

20 December 2018 
 
Dear Families 
 
As the longest term in the academic year draws to a close, our thoughts turn to Christmas, time with family and friends and last minute internet 
shopping in my case!   
 
This time last year we had already broken up from school after snow days, water supply problems and then flood warnings!  Thankfully, we have 
had a smoother journey this year.  Our Carol Service, not a casualty to the weather this year, proved to be a wonderful occasion again with stunning 
performances from students and staff.  Our music staff Mrs Felton and Mrs Patrick did another splendid job and students were keen to finally have 
the opportunity to showcase their talents at Christmas.  Many thanks to those of you that turned out to support us. 
 
Recent weeks have seen many trips including those to Blood Brothers, New York, Barcelona, the Natural History Museum and the battlefields of 
Northern Europe.  Sports teams continue to perform well with girls’ footballers, junior rugby players and cross-country athletes proving to be 
amongst the most successful.  There are simply too many individuals to mention for their own personal successes but some are mentioned in this 
term’s edition of KUDOS.  The main focus of this term's edition of KUDOS is our wonderful Remembrance Day tribute.  We hope that families enjoy 
seeing their relatives featured.    
 
Facilities  Students have responded well this term and certainly enjoy their new Design Technology block which has really lifted spirits and 
created a much more appropriate learning environment.  Significant work has now begun on further improving toilet facilities and our next capital 
bid was submitted last week to try to secure much needed funds to develop the English block and bring the library down to ground level.  
Nationally, the public sector remains starved of resources so I fear we may need to bid on more than one occasion to secure this investment.  Our 
plans, however, are detailed, robust and have the backing of Tewkesbury Borough Council which will all work in our favour. 
 
Mock Examinations  Upper school students have recently completed mock examinations.  Their conduct was absolutely superb and the majority 
have clearly prepared well in advance.  For some students, their results were a deserved reward for that consistent effort and commitment to their 
studies, for others it may have come as a wake-up call which is no bad thing at this stage of the academic year.  I have been most impressed with 
the way in which Year 11 and Sixth Form students have approached their exams and have high hopes for those taking external examinations in 
2019. 
 
Staffing Changes  This term we say goodbye to our Student Receptionist, Miss Roberts, and thank her for her support of your children over the 
last few years.  We wish Miss Roberts well in her new position and welcome Mrs Cook in January to the same position. 
 
New staff have settled in really well and I am delighted that we have experienced less disruption this term.  We continue to have difficulties in 
securing a new Head of Biology but I am delighted that in the meantime, Mrs Taylor, is taking on that role and doing a great job. Teacher 
recruitment remains very difficult, particularly in the core subjects of English, Maths and Science.  This week I have given lectures at both the 
University of Gloucestershire and the University of the West of England in Bristol to trainee teachers.   Whilst the purpose was to inspire and inform 
them in relation to Teaching as a Career, I hope that the contact may well encourage them to consider us as a potential future employer.  Securing 
good trainee teachers has been a successful route to us filling our skills gaps in recent years.  This year’s newly qualified teachers are all progressing 
really well. 
 
Events and Fundraising  Our Christmas Prize Draw took place yesterday and I should like to extend my thanks to all parents who supported us 
in buying tickets and to the following businesses and parents for their support in donating the wonderful prizes: 
 
* Hilton Puckrup - meal for two with overnight stay and breakfast 
* The Roses Theatre - 2 show tickets 
* Churchill Cleaning Services - Henry Hoover 
* Tim Jeavons Plumbing - gas boiler check 
* Kevin Mace Butchers - meat voucher 
* Clive Woolford Motor Engineers – MOT 
* Aramark Catering - fruit and veg hamper  
* The school staff and Governors for all of the food items and many bottles donated for the luxury hampers 
 
We are thrilled that £373 was raised.  This term, thanks to your support of non-uniform days and events, we have also raised in excess of £3,500 
for Birmingham Children's Hospital and Cancer Research UK.  The Ministry of Justice and Wellbeing have been researching a selection of charities 
and have asked the whole school to vote on which charities they want to support for the remaining non uniform days.  These will 
be MIND, Winston’s Wish and the Dogs Trust. 
 
Students on our Sports Tour will be busy packing bags in Tesco Brockworth this Saturday 22 December (the busiest Saturday of the year!) to raise  



 
 
further funds towards their sports tour to Canada next year.  This is a really fantastic opportunity for our students so if you're heading there to 
shop, please show them your support. Well done and good luck to the staff and students involved.  
 
Uniform  Thank you for your ongoing support with uniform issues.  Our second-hand uniform shop continues to do exceptionally well thanks to 
your kind donations.  All money raised is ploughed straight back into new equipment and rewards for your children.  If you are unsure about the 
uniform regulations then do please refer to our Uniform Policy which can be found on the school website.  Can I remind you specifically that 
students are allowed one stud earring per ear only and that eyebrow and nose studs are not permitted.  We always try to work with our young 
people to resolve uniform issues and very rarely have to exclude for persistent breaches which are treated as defiance. 
 
Business Links and Careers  Our recent Careers Fair for Year 10 students followed on from a trip for all Year 11 students to a University and 
Apprenticeship Fair in Bristol earlier this term.  Thanks to the initiative and hard work of Mrs Whybrow (Business Development Officer) and Mrs 
Baird (Careers Coordinator), in particular, we are developing our careers and enterprise programme at pace.  Productive links have been 
established with support from the University of Gloucestershire and a whole raft of local businesses.  
 
We still feel there is a tremendous amount of untapped potential in our parent body and the links that you have that could be of use to our school 
community.  Whether you are an electrician or an accountant, an engineer or a care worker, a beautician or someone who works in retail or with 
animals, we would love to hear from you as we almost certainly have someone who would love to be doing your job or just speaking to you about 
it!  Please email cs2b@tewkesburyschool.org if there is anything that you can do to support us.  
 
Governor News  This term has seen our Chair of Governors, Mr Stephen Hawkins, step down and Mr Gareth Hill take the chair.  I would like to 
thank Mr Hawkins for his contribution and am pleased he has agreed to remain as a governor.  I look forward to working with Mr Hill who has 
been a governor and Chair of Governors at Tewkesbury School previously and has a lengthy association with the school.  Other governors have 
departed and I thank them, too, for their services.  I am delighted with our new recruits, Fiona Curry, Richard Machray and Pierre de Carteret who 
all bring their own individual strengths to a governing body that remains committed and proficient. 
 
Road Safety  There is nothing that concerns me more as a Headteacher than to potentially lose one of our pupils.  Sadly, this is something that I 
have already had to face on more than one occasion in other schools.  Every time I hear the siren of an emergency vehicle speeding down 
Ashchurch Road I dread the thought that one of your children has been seriously injured or perhaps worse.  We all make the same point to your 
children on a regular basis that they should respect road users, use pedestrian crossings where possible and take extra care when riding 
bicycles.  Sadly, those warnings are not always heeded and some children continue to put themselves at risk.  I cannot take responsibility for 
the safety of your children on the way to and from school and would very much appreciate your support in getting that message through 
to them. 
 
Schools Will Rock You  The talented cast of 60+ students are already rehearsing hard for our next school production which will be Schools Will 
Rock You performed at the Roses Theatre in February. Let us take you on a rocking journey, using the best of Queen’s music, to the promised land 
of Wembley stadium.  Tickets can be purchased directly from the Roses Box Office. 
 
Praise and Rewards  The Autumn term will end on a high note in our Christmas Assemblies tomorrow and a number rewards will be given to 
students. In the New Year we will be introducing some exciting new incentives to recognise achievement, high attendance, attainment or effort.  
Rewards will include things such as meal deals in our Canteen, vouchers for Costa Coffee, Starbucks and Nandos, a discount on the Y11 prom 
ticket, a 10 pin-bowling trip and pizza lunches.   Please encourage your children to engage in the scheme. 
 
Student Parliament   Our students continue to help inform developments at the school through the increasingly active student parliament.  They 
have been instrumental in helping us to make changes to the rewards programme at the school and are currently looking at further ways in which 
we can fundraise and further improve the school environment.  Some of their recent work is shared in KUDOS. 
 
End of Term 
Our last day of term is Friday 21 December and students will have a morning of lessons followed by presentation and rewards assemblies before 
they are dismissed at 12.30pm.  Please ensure that arrangements are in place for your children to get home safely, taking all belongings with 
them.  The school is closed for the duration of the Christmas holiday.  The Spring Term starts on Monday 7 January 2019.   
 
I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 
 
Dates for your diary - Spring term 2019 
7 January  Start of term 
10 January  D of E Awards Evening, 7 - 9 pm Sixth Form Centre.  
17 January  Year 9 Pathways Evening, 6.30-8.00 Gym and Sports Hall.  
18 January  Year 7-9 progress reports issued 
28 January  Year 9 girls HPV Vaccinations 
31 January  Year 11 Parents' Evening 2, 4.30-7.30 K Central 
4-6 February We Will Rock You and the Roses Theatre. 
8 February  Non uniform day 
14 February Year 10 Parents' Evening, 4.30-7.30 K Central 
16 - 24 February HALF TERM      
 


