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MAGAZINE WINTER 2018

students recognise their duty to their local 
community and appreciate the support they 
get from it. 

Businesses within our community are 
increasingly interested and supportive of the 
work of the school and this term, amongst 
other things, have involved themselves in a 
Careers Fair, a Business Breakfast to celebrate 
the official opening of our new DT block and 
our annual Paddle Power charity event at 
Croft Farm. Generous sponsorship has also 
been received from local businesses which is 
especially welcome when education funding 
is under so much pressure. 

Our number of business partners continues 
to grow and links with the University of 
Gloucestershire have never been stronger. 
Our ‘Pump 17’ students continue to work 

Our annual Remembrance Event, which 
this year was even more special, never 

fails to send a shiver down my spine! It is 
impossible not to be impressed by the silent, 
sombre reflection of almost 1400 teenagers, 
many from uniformed organisations and 
supported by their local youth group leaders. 
This year, like many people across the country, 
students and staff were encouraged to bring 
in a photograph of a family member who has 
been involved in conflicts across the globe or 
who has been lost or injured in battle. They 
did so in great numbers, with great pride and 
a selection of images are shared with you in 
this edition.

The role of the school within our local, 
national and international community is 
something we continue to promote amongst 
our young people. The majority of our 

Mr G M Watson
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE

closely with Tewkesbury Borough Council to 
try to establish a new skate park in the town 
and earlier in the year those of a musical 
disposition welcomed and entertained 
members of the Tewkesbury Visually Impaired 
Group. Others will soon be going out to 
residential care homes providing customary 
festive entertainment. I also recently received 
a certificate praising our students involved 
in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme for 
completing 1,079 hours of community service.

Sixth form students also supported the 
local Rotary Club in sampling opinion after 
November’s Fireworks Display in Tewkesbury 
and the Christmas lights switch-on has again 
been supported by our students and staff.

Sadly, those with little knowledge of the 
work of the school often only have partial 

evidence on which to make their judgments 
and invariably this is when the children travel 
to and from school. Whilst the bulk continue 
to show and deserve respect, a tiny minority 
hugely distort community perceptions to the 
frustration, irritation and detriment of us all. 

As the only secondary school in the town we 
really do value our links and the work of our 
local sports clubs, uniformed organisations 
and other youth groups that operate in the 
area. As we approach Christmas, I offer them, 
you, and your families my very best wishes 
and assure you that we will continue to do 
our utmost to instil in our young people the 
importance of community so they may grow 
into responsible citizens and make a positive 
contribution to society. 

‘We will continue 
to do our utmost to 
benefit your child 
and help them realise 
their potential...’ 

KUDOSS
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address any bullying incidents that may arise. 
Our aim is to educate other students on issues 
that cause diversity such as race, gender, 
sexual orientation, disability and many more, 
as well as celebrating difference. We plan to 
do this by group activities in tutor time or 
in classes or as year groups, we will also be 
providing assemblies to all years and other 
activities.

We hope that with our efforts, we will 
be able to cut down on any bullying at 
Tewkesbury School, creating a safer and more 
comfortable environment for all, as well as 
helping to improve the mental health of the 
students. This is also a great opportunity for 
the students involved as ambassadors to 
help others and to improve confidence and 
teamwork skills, gaining important skills 
for their futures, as well as it looking very 
good on a personal statement or C.V. for a 
university or employment application. 

The Anti-Bullying Ambassadors in 
Tewkesbury School are:
Jasmine Morgan (Y12), 
Armani Ellis-Smith (Y10), 
Nevaeh Wilkins (Y9), Luke Hall (Y8), 
Leo Salisbury (Y8), Sam Williams (Y11), 
Serafina Coupe (Y11), Cerys Coxshall (Y8) 
and Owen Ricketts (Y8). 

because of the tiny beasties better known as 
midges!

On completion of the expedition, the 
participants were treated to a celebratory 
meal of pizza and chips and this proved 
very popular after expedition rations. This 
was followed with a morning of water 
bouldering, swimming up a fast flowing river 
and jumping off high rocks into cold, clear 
pools. We also visited the Giant’s Causeway 
and the Carrick-a-Rede Rope bridge before 
sailing home. 

The physical and mental challenges faced 
over the four days of the Gold Expedition 
cannot be underestimated. The participants 
supported each other when times were 
tough and the staff were so proud of how 
they stuck to their expedition plan and what 
they achieved both as individuals and groups.

An extract from an email sent from a parent 
of a participant. “My daughter has returned 
today from the Gold Expedition to Ireland. 
She has had an amazing time, but moreover, 
she has openly talked about the confidence 
that this has given her. Frankly, I think that is 
priceless and something the school should be 
incredibly proud of”. 

On the 10th October 2018, a group of 
students of varying ages from various 

schools attended Cleeve School to carry out 
their anti-bullying training with the Diana 
Award. The Diana Award is a charity set up in 
memory of Diana, Princess of Wales and her 
belief that young people have the power to 
change the world. 

Their main aim is to encourage young people 
in contributing to their communities; to 
empower young people to achieve their full 
potential and engage young people in social 
action to make a difference to the lives of 
others. As part of this, the charity promotes 
schools in the challenge to stop bullying by 
providing training to young people to bring 
back into their schools. They have already 
trained over 24,000 young people across  
the UK.

In our training we learnt valuable skills in 
identifying bullying, the effects of bullying, 
the importance of up standers, how to help 
and support victims of bullying as well as 
the bullies themselves, and how to prevent 
bullying before it begins. We did this by 
various activities such as role-plays, quizzes 
and other team building games.

In the time following our training we have 
had multiple meetings in school discussing 
our plans for the school and how we will 

Twelve months of training, planning and 
fundraising finally came to fruition when 

we departed on 10 July for the 10.30pm 
Liverpool to Belfast ferry. 6am, sleep deprived 
and having slept on the floor of the dining 
room, we disembarked into rain – the first 
we had seen for many weeks! 

Rostrevor, on the shores of Carlingford Lough 
and on the Northern/Southern Ireland border, 
was our base for the week. The two Gold 
teams had decided to walk part of the Brandy 
Pad, the isolated smugglers route that cuts 
through the middle of the Mourne Mountains 
starting at Bloody Bridge, with a variety of 
gruesome stories as to how it got its name. 
The Mourne Wall, 2m high at its lowest point 
with its giant styles as crossing points was 
built to mark the catchment area for Belfast’s 
water supply. Two hot, long days followed 
for the groups as they carried all that they 
could possibly need for the four-day, 80km 
expedition. Day 3 dawned wet, with visibility 
making poor navigation more challenging. 
With no campsites in the Southern area of the 
Mourne Mountains, the groups wild camped, 
no taps or toilets (those were dug with the 
trowel!) with all water having to be carried. It 
was not the most comfortable night camped 
on the hillside above the forest, not least 

Jasmine Morgan
Year 12, Bronte

Mrs I. Tustin
D of E Co-ordinator

ANTI-BULLYING AMBASSADORS DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD GOLD 
EXPEDITION – JULY 2018 
Mourne Mountains Ireland

Bullying definition:

‘Repeated negative 
behaviour that is 
intended to make 
others feel upset, 
uncomfortable or 
unsafe’ 

Martin Thomas
Director of Business Management

BRIGHT FUTURE

developing our curriculum to meet the needs 
and requirements of local employers. This 
was followed by the chance for businesses to 
network and students showing businesses 
around their new teaching areas and state-
of-the-art equipment.

The event also gave us the opportunity to 
publicly thank all of the businesses and 
parents who kindly donated equipment 
or made donations to our fundraising 
campaign. Our very special thanks go to 
the following local companies who have 
kindly donated much needed equipment: 
Montpellier, Moog, Halliburton, Spirax Sarco, 
Bugatti Owners Trust and the Tewkesbury 
School Trust Fund

The transformation of the Design and 
Technology block is the start of an exciting 
time for Tewkesbury School where we 
continually strive to improve facilities in 
order to enhance the educational outcomes 
for our students. 

Our newly refurbished Design and 
Technology centre was officially opened 

at a Business Breakfast event held on 
Wednesday 7 November 2018.

The new teaching space is the outcome 
of a £1.3 million building refurbishment 
programme funded by the Education 
Funding Agency, which completed in July 
this year. The refurbishment included a 
new roof, windows and the interior of the 
block being partly demolished to allow a 
new layout for the specialist engineering, 
electronics, product design, food and 
textiles teaching areas. The school also 
contributed £130,000 towards the build 
and launched a crowdfunding campaign 
which raised a further £18,000 towards 
enhancing the fixtures and fittings.

We were pleased to welcome 26 local 
business people to the Business Breakfast 
event to listen to a presentation from Mr 
Adams, Deputy Head, about how we are 

HALL OF FAME

£3,600

CHARITABLE TEWKESBURY
So far this term, we have raised over £3,600 
for charity, supporting Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital and Cancer Research UK, from events 
such as Paddle Power and two non-school 
uniform days.
        Well done everyone!

Football Success – Well done to our U15 
Girls Football Team who have marched into the 
last 32 teams in the ESFA National Cup.

Community – our school choir has recently 
visited both Ashchurch View Care Home and 
Tewkesbury Fields Care home to sing festive 
songs to the elderly residents and their families. 
In October, we also welcomed the Tewkesbury 
Visually Impaired support group into school to 
enjoy tea and cake and listen to the students 
performing.

Cross Country – Congratulations to our 
Cross Country team on their competitive 
performances across the board. Top performers 
were Kaitlyn Sheppard (Year 10 Keller) 2nd, 
Jacob Barry (Year 9 Keller) 2nd, Chloe Sheppard 
(Year 8, Keller) 4th and Rafferty Welch (Year 
8 Priestley) 6th. These four students will now 
represent Cheltenham District at the county 
championships.

Cricket – Congratulations go to cricketer Alex 
Oliver (Year 10, Hodgkin) who was crowned 
Gloucestershire Young Sports Player of the Year 
at the Gloucestershire Sports Awards ceremony 
held at Cheltenham Racecourse at the start of 
November. Well done Alex and we wish you 
every continued success!

Community – Well done to students Ruby 
Keen (Year 8, Priestley), Bea Prosser (Year 7, 
Bronte), Emily Higgens (Year 7, Keller) and 
Owen Ricketts (Year 8, Keller) who spent their 
day as Santa’s Helpers at the Tewkesbury 
Christmas lights switch on. It was a cold 
afternoon but they did a marvellous job of 
helping Santa. 

Cricket – Well done to Dominic Webb (Year 8, 
Hodgkin) who has been selected to play for the 
Gloucester district cricket squad.

Footballing talent – Saffron O’Brien (Year 
9, Hodgkin) is now in the U14 England football 
squad as goalkeeper! 20 players have been 
picked from throughout the country and she is 
only one of two keepers selected (the other plays 
for Arsenal!), so this is a great achievement. We 
wish her the best of luck!

Reading – Jorja Scorer (Year 7, Brunel) 
became the first Year 7 Accelerated Reader word 
millionaire in October reading 1,544,565 words 
and passing 26/26 quizzes taken. She reads a 
variety of books but particularly enjoys the cat 
fantasy series ‘Power of Three: Warriors’. Well 
done and keep up the good work Jorja.

Footballing talent – Macy Fox (Year 
10 Brunel) captained the U16 Girls Football 
Gloucestershire full county squad against 
Worcestershire. They lost 2-1 but it was an 
amazing achievement for someone a year 
younger than other players.

Sea Cadets – Congratulations to Jacob Lutton 
(Year 8, Hodgkin). At the end of September he 
represented the South West Area at the National 
Sea Cadets Sailing Regatta held in Southport. He 
secured a fantastic result of individual 2nd place 
and an overall win of the Topper Trophy for the 
South West. What a great achievement!

Footballing talent – Annika Preest (Year 
9, Hodgkin) was selected for West Brom’s Player 
Development Academy in September and 
played for them against Swindon and MK Dons 
on 29 October. 

Maths – Adam Cook (Year 13, Bronte) and 
William Alonso (Year 12, Hodgkin) received 
a Silver Award in the UKMT Senior Maths 
Challenge. A level maths students from Year 
12 and 13 across the UK sit a multiple choice 
test under timed conditions. To achieve a 
silver award indicates that Adam and Will 
outperformed at least 70% of the other 
competitors, which is a fantastic achievement.

Netballing talent – Nadine Baird (Year 
11, Hodgkin) has been selected to play for 
the U19 Severn Stars Netball ‘long squad’ for 
the 2018/2019 season. This is an incredible 
achievement, due not only to the very high 
standard, but also considering that Nadine is 
still very young compared to some others team 
members who have just started university.

Rugby talent – Jordan Booth and Kier 
Anderson (Year 11) both made it to the 2nd trial 
for the Cheltenham District U16 rugby trials in 
October. 

Community – Well done to Kian Kavanagh 
(Year 8, Hodgkin), who along with his family, 
held a Help for Heroes fundraising stall at Cleeve 
Tesco. He sold various items from the charity and 
raised a grand total of £708.40 in one weekend 
– a great amount!  

On Saturday 6 October a group of 
students were given the exciting 

opportunity to attend the Cheltenham 
Literature Festival’s ‘Living Legends’ 
science lectures presented by Sir David 
Attenborough. 

For Year 13s, the programme included a 
visit to the University of Gloucestershire 
biology labs, an interactive session on ‘The 
remarkable diversity of life on earth’ along 
with the Sir David Attenborough lecture. 

This was organised through our links with 
the Gloucestershire University GROWS 
initiative, which aims to inspire learners 
to study at a higher level. Key Stage 5 
scientists Jamie Peacey, Ross Evans and 
Jordan Simpson were all selected to 
attend, with Jordan getting the chance 
to meet David in person to ask questions. 

Kaitlyn Sheppard and Aston Millisc from 
Year 10 and Nerys Gardiner-Orton from 
Year 12 also attended the ‘Emma Freud 

meets David Attenborough’ lecture along 
with Mrs Woodman on the same day and 
each received a signed copy of David’s 
book Life on Earth. 

Nerys commented, “We were thrilled 
to have the fantastic opportunity to 
attend the ‘Emma Freud meets David 
Attenborough’ presentation. We were 
all in awe of Sir David Attenborough 
who came across just as lovely and 
captivating as he does on TV! Highlights 

of the talk were listening to David tell 
the audience about the different animals 
he has encountered over his many 
years in broadcasting and also hearing 
about his family history and the story 
of his first encounters with nature and 
entrepreneurship (selling newts to the 
university zoology department age 11!). 
It was an experience of a lifetime that we 
will not forget”. 

What an amazing, aspirational 
opportunity to meet one of the world’s 
most famous broadcasters and natural 
historians.  

LIVING LEGEND – SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

Students enjoying using the new Technology teaching facilities.
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saw for ourselves the devastating impact 
of the war in the overwhelming numbers 
of names at the memorials and graveyards 
that stand amongst the farms. Particular 
highlights for me were seeing the Last Post at 
the Menin Gate (still performed every evening 
at 8pm), and a memorable performance of 
Journey’s End at the Gunpowder Store in 
Ypres – a 19th-century munitions dump on 
the west side of the once-obliterated town. 
However, what I will probably remember the 
most is sitting in the beautiful surroundings 
of the Thiepval Cemetery, listening to poems 
being recited by heart by students from across 
the country. 

the war through the poems that they wrote 
at the time.

My favourite ones were the funny and 
foody ones because they made the soldiers 
seem like truly real people with actual lives 
before the horrors of  WW1: lives full of love, 
laughter, home-cooked meals – all things 
they thought about and missed while 
fighting.

My favourite part of the trip was the 
Remembrance Parade at the Menin Gate 
which included bagpipes, trumpets, men in 
kilts and, of course, the soulful feeling of the 
actual commemoration.

It was honestly so beautiful – I cried.

And another fantastic part of the trip was 
seeing the production of Journey’s End. The 
acting was so powerful – it felt like you 
suddenly slipped in to the lives of the men in 
the trenches. Absolutely extraordinary, full of 
sadness, laughter, life and death. There, I cried 
again. 

I would be happy to go on about every minute 
of the trip but for me, the highlight was 
watching a performance of the play ‘Journey’s 
End’ by R.C Sherriff in Ypres. It is a very famous 
play, largely based on the writer’s experiences 
as an army officer during the First World War. 
The actors, set, location (an old artillery store) 
and script were fantastic – fantastic enough 
to leave everyone an emotional wreck by the 
end! The reason this moment stood out for 
me was because the play – based on reality 
– brought together everything I had seen and 
experienced on the tour. It took me as close to 
feeling as if I was there, in the trench dugouts 
100 years ago, as I will ever feel.

I will certainly never forget this trip, 
enhanced by the presence of poetry experts 
and members of the military, and I am very 
thankful for the opportunity. If you ever get 
the chance to visit any of these places then do 
– it will change the way you think about the 
past and the present. 

In October, Cyntia Sudomir, Serafina Coupe 
(Year 11) and myself went on an amazing 

tour of the battlefields of Belgium and France. 
The tour was organised partly by Poetry By 
Heart, and was filled with English teachers 
and students from across the country: 
students like Cyntia and Serafina, who had 
gained their places by learning poems by 
heart and winning a competition. We focused 
on the poets – beginning at Passchendaele 
and the Irish poet Francis Ledwidge, and 
taking in the Ypres Salient – so evocatively 
and memorably written about by Wilfred 
Owen in his poem Exposure. There were a 
variety of poems read along the way as we 

The battlefields trip consisted of a 
whirlwind of emotions. It was so touching 

to learn about the lives of the people during On Sunday 14th October to Wednesday 
17th, Cyntia, Mr Selman and I were lucky 

enough to go on a battlefields tour in Belgium 
and France, exploring the history and poetry  
of WW1. There is simply not enough space to 
fully express how incredible it was and not 
quite the right words to convey the poignancy 
of the experience. 

Although the trip spanned only a few days, 
the itinerary was packed with trips to amazing 
historic sites such as Tyne Cot cemetery, 
Thiepval memorial, Vimy Ridge, Menin Gate 
and Sunken Lane… to name just a few. At 
each site, we explored the stories of individuals, 
read and recited poetry and tried to empathise 
with those who lived 100 years ago. Seeing 
the graves and names of the dead everywhere 
was heart-wrenching; it is easy enough to 
memorise the figures in a history lesson, 
but impossible to comprehend the scale of 
devastation and the human-cost until some of 
it is there before your eyes. Needless to say, the 
tour has completely changed my perception of 
history and broadened my mind massively.

Mr N Selman
English 

Cyntia Sudomir 
Year 11, Brunel 

Serafina Coupe 
Year 11, ElgarWORLD WAR 1 BATTLEFIELDS

By Phoebe Roder and Sophie Price 
Year 13

NEW YORK! NEW YORK!

In the October half term we flew to New 
Jersey, America with 16 other Year 13 

students and four members of staff as part 
of the American partnership which happens 
every two years. 

After our long journey, we finally arrived at 
Vorhees High School, New Jersey, on the 
Friday evening and eagerly awaited our 
hosts, feeling cold and nervous but also very 
excited. We spent the weekend with our host 
families doing a wide variety of different 
activities and we began to start settling 
into the American way of life. On Monday, 
we spent the day at the school along with 
our host students and attended a couple of 
classes with them. We just happened to visit 
America in the same week as the High school 
was celebrating ‘spirit week’. This is a week-
long event where the school does various 
activities each day in order to increase the 
school’s spirit and morale ahead of their big 
upcoming American football game which 
was happening against a rival school on the 
Friday. All the time we spent in school during 
that week was extremely fun and it was 
exciting to experience the buzz the school had 
generated in anticipation for the big game. 

After the Monday we partook in a couple 
of trips, one to Princeton University and the 
other to New York City where we stayed 
overnight. We got to see some of the amazing 

attractions such as the Statue of Liberty, The 
Empire State Building and Times Square just 
to name a few. We managed to fit in a bit of 
retail therapy but honestly, we could have 
spent weeks shopping in New York! 

Along with that I (Sophie) was lucky enough 
to have my American host give me the 
opportunity to sail around New York City 
in the harbour! This was on a really sunny, 
beautiful day and an overall great experience. 

After our New York City trip, the next day 
we went back to the High School, which 
happened to be the day of the big American 
football game. We were invited to watch the 
classic American pep rally which included a 
pie eating contest, dance battles and obstacle 
races. It was crazy but so much fun at the 
same time! That night we all went to the big 
football game, where we all wore white and 
cheered the team on. Unfortunately Vorhees 
lost but all the Halloween celebrations and 
parties which happened the next day helped 
raise the mood and they were definitely one 
of the best parts of the trip.

Over the 10 days we were there we met  
so many amazing people from the school and 
the area – we have definitely made friends for 
life. There were a few tears when we left and 
we all can’t wait to see each other again. 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Thank you to all of the parents, families, 
staff and members of the community for 

supporting our various fundraising activities 
over the last year.  

Nearly new school uniform – £3,725
We are grateful to families who have donated 
unwanted items of branded uniform for resale 
which benefits both the school and other 
parents. The proceeds raised from sales have 
supported a wide range of areas in the school:

£1,000 for new resources in the Library 
£480 for eReaders for use in the Inclusion 
Room
£50 on table tennis bats and balls for using 
on the outdoor facilities
£650 towards a trip for our Young Carers
£500 for new English intervention software
£450 for school rewards

We sell all branded items (blazers, skirts, 
trousers, PE kits and hoodies) and the full 
inventory of nearly new items can be viewed 
on our website. Unwanted items can be 
handed into reception at any time. 

Your School Lottery – £3,249
A fantastic sum of money has been raised 
through this scheme since it started in 
February this year. Weekly ticket sales 
generate a prize for one of our supporters (in 
the region of £56) and tickets are just £1 with 
a chance to win a national prize of £25,000. 
All of the proceeds go towards our praise and 
rewards scheme, which recognises students’ 
efforts for top class charts points and high 
attendance. 

EasyFundraising – £18 
We have just launched the EasyFundraising 
Scheme which so far has 35 supporters. 
Please consider supporting us by making 
your online purchases using EasyFundraising. 
This is a free service that allows people to 
shop directly at their favourite online store 
and raise a donation for our School. It only 
takes a minute to set up and will make a huge 

difference. Once you’ve registered you can get 
the donation reminder and download the free 
app, which makes it very easy! 

Bingo night to support the Sports 
Tour to Canada in 2019 – £968
Thank you to everyone who either kindly 
donated a raffle item to support our Bingo 
Fundraiser or who came along on the night. 
We hope you had an enjoyable evening! 
More sports tour fundraising activities are 
coming up, starting with a Christmas bag-
pack at Tesco Brockworth on 22 December, do 
come along if you can. The funds raised will 
support extra kit requirements and provide 
the opportunity for additional excursions 
whilst on tour. 

Tewkesbury Business Partners – 
£3,250
Our Business Partners scheme continues to 
go from strength to strength and now has 17 
partners, many of which also give their time 
to support students with advice and guidance 
at events such as careers fairs and interview 
days. We are grateful for their ongoing 
support.

Christmas Prize Draw and Hampers
At the time of going to print, we are busy 
selling tickets for our wonderful Christmas 
Prize Draw which will be drawn at the end of 
term. Thank you in advance to everyone who 
will support this. 

School funding continues to be incredibly 
tight so we will keep trying to access 
whatever resources we can from limited 
opportunities. The success of both the Nearly 
New Uniform Shop, the Business Partners 
initiative and the School Lottery has yielded 
much-needed additional funds, which in turn 
help to enhance the facilities, opportunities 
and resources available for all students. 

None of this could have been 
achieved without the support from 
you. Thank you.  

By Rawleka Wilson 
Year 10, Elgar

OUR BARCELONA TRIP 2018

In October, 33 Year 10 and Year 11 GCSE Spanish 
students enjoyed a week of culture and 

language in beautiful Barcelona, the capital city 
of Catalonia. 

Collected by a luxury coach and driven through 
the bustling and architecturally stunning 
streets, our first impressions of Barcelona were 
awesome! On the way to the hostel we learned 

that the impressive bullring, an iconic structure 
in every Spanish city, had been converted into a 
shopping centre since bull fighting was banned 
in Catalonia. The bus driver said it would be easy 
to presume that this was because the Catalonians 
were against cruelty towards animals, or that 
they felt the retail industry would bring more 
money into the region than bullfighting, but he 
said that a major part of the ban on bullfighting 

in Catalonia was because it was rejecting a 
traditional Spanish pastime and reinforcing the 
drive for a separate identity from Spain. 

Staying at a youth hostel was very insightful as 
we mingled with various nationalities, ages and 
types of people. There were other school groups 
and individual travellers all staying in the simple 
but clean accommodation. It is definitely the sort 
of place that students could stay if they were 
inter-railing or travelling after their A Levels as 
it would not be too expensive.

The hostel was in the middle of one of the 
main shopping streets, which was fantastic 

because we were able to do some shopping 
and sightseeing in our spare time; it was also 
near the metro station, making easy to access 
the trains when we needed to travel around 
Barcelona. The metro system is really easy to 
use and the teachers encouraged students to 
take turns to lead the group, working out the 
platforms required, the stops and where to 
change. I am definitely more confident at using 
underground train systems now.
On the first full day there, we visited Camp Nou 
Stadium, the home of FC Barcelona where we 
viewed the museum and learnt many interesting 
facts about the club. While I’m not a football fan I 
still enjoyed learning the history of FC Barcelona 

and the way that they developed an ethos so 
that it is “Mes que un club” (More than a club.) 
I especially enjoyed the breath-taking view from 
the highest seats in the stadium. 

After an afternoon siesta, we ventured out into 
the beautiful sunshine as we made our way 
to Las Ramblas – the famous street that runs 
through Barcelona. There we discovered beautiful 
plant stands, food stalls, street-performers and, 
incredibly, thanks to the scaremongering of the 
teachers, all 37 of us managed to avoid the 
notorious pick-pockets.

While in Las Ramblas, we visited La Boquería 

market, where we bought our lunch from a large 
variety of food stalls. Nearly everyone was brave 
enough to try new foods like gazpacho, different 
types of paellas and exotic fruit salads – all of 
which we enjoyed! It’s amazing how a bit of 
courage to try something new can make you 
feel great!

Another highlight of the trip was when we 
visited Park Güell where we explored the 
mesmerizing architecture of Antonio Gaudi and 
the vast gardens that surrounded it. We were 
able to take picturesque photos, which captured 
the park’s true beauty. Park Güell was not the 
only bit of Gaudi’s legacy we saw – Barcelona is 

full of his work – and the organic shapes of his 
designs are easy to spot. The inside of his most 
famous building La Sagrada Familia Cathedral 
was magical. The columns in the nave were 
like trees and the light filtering in through the 
stained-glass windows made the whole of the 
inside glow. Our art appreciation continued with 
a visit to the colourful Picasso Museum.

Our visit was not only cultural – we also had 
4 hours of intensive and immersive language 
lessons. Though it was really challenging at 
first, the sessions were fun and we made rapid 
progress. It was good to have this experience 
and I would definitely consider taking language 

lessons in a foreign country again to boost my 
level. I think it would be a good way to meet 
people in a similar situation too if you were living 
abroad and keen to master the language.

I really enjoyed our trip to Barcelona, it was 
not only educational, giving us lots of cultural 
experience, but unforgettable too. This 
wonderful experience fuelled my ambition 
to become fluent in Spanish so that one day,  
I may be able to live in Spain and experience the 
political protests, indulge in churros and soak up 
the café culture as a resident rather than a visitor. 
Thanks to our teachers Ms de Glanville, Miss 
Germain and Mr Fair for leading the trip. 
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Margot Messenger’s great, great-uncle

CAPTAIN ROBERT BERTRAM DE 
GLANVILLE
was killed in action in El Alamein in Egypt in June 1942 

after many months of devoted service in the desert 

with the Royal Artillery Tank Regiment fighting in the 

North African Campaign against German forces under 

the command of General Rommel.

He was 24 years old when he was killed and had 

recently married. His sister and three brothers also 

served in the Army and survived the war into old age.

Harry Rosser’s great-grandmother
HILDA BURTON
was in the Women’s Land Army (WLA) in World War 
II. It was a British civilian organisation created during 
the First and Second World Wars so women could work 
in agriculture, replacing men called up to the military. 
Women who worked for the WLA were commonly 
known as Land Girls.

Eloise Ellis’ great, great-grandfather
PRIVATE FREDERICK ALDRIDGE SERVICE NO 11980
Was in the Gloucestershire Regiment and saw active service in the 
following battles:
1914 Battle of Mons
1915 Battle of Aubers, Battle of Loos
1916 Battles of Courcelette, Morval, Fleurs-Poziers, Bazentine
1917 2nd Battle of Passchendaele
1918 9 further battles
On 11th November 1918 when the Armistice was  
declared he was in Fresnoy –Le-Grand.
He served the country in both World Wars.

Leon Leyton’s great-grandfatherPRIVATE REGINALD HAYNES 1919 – 1940served with the Gloucestershire Regiment. He was a motorcycle despatch rider who served in France. One day he was given a message to go and ask for reinforcement but the message never arrived and nobody is sure what happened to Private Haynes.

Kaitlyn Sheppard’s great-
grandfather’s uncle
PRIVATE HARRY SMITH
2884 5th Bn Black Watch (Royal 
Highlanders) died on 3rd 
September 1916 aged 19. He is 
commemorated in perpetuity by 
the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission.

Chloe Sheppard’s great, 
great-grandfather

SEAMAN JAMES PORRITT 
D/X 20832A OF HMS 
ARDENT
died on 8 June 1940. He is 
remembered with honour at the 

Plymouth Naval Memorial.

Max Scott’s grandfather

ROGER DANTER
served in the 1st Gloucestershire Regiment from 1967 

– 1979 and took part in several tours including Berlin, 

Germany, Belize and Canada and was also part of the 

intelligence forces sent to Northern Ireland. He is a 

member of the Gloucesters’ Association and carries the 

standard for the 1st Gloucestershire Regiment on behalf 

of the regiment every year on Remembrance Day. Max is 

very proud of his grandfather.

PHOTOS © JACK BOSKETT MEDIA
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Mr Selman’s grandfather

LESLIE GEORGE ARMITAGE 1898 – 1974

was working in London at Hotel Cecil when the Great War 

broke out. He tried, under age, to enlist as a soldier, but the 

sergeant major realised he was too young. As soon as he could 

he joined the Army – the Royal Fusiliers and went to India. He 

contracted malaria, and spent a year in a convalescent hospital 

in either Cairo or Khartoum. 

At the end of the war his regiment was sent to South Africa.  

He returned to England in 1920 and trained as a teacher.

During the Second World War he was too old to sign up, so he 

volunteered for the Auxiliary Fire Service and this photo dates 

from that time. 

He served the country in both World Wars.

Levana Hanson’s father
MARK HANSON
was a member of the Royal Artillery serving with 20 Commando Bty. He served in Bosnia and was responsible for monitoring the former warring factions and visiting military bases to ensure weapons were securely locked in armouries. He is pictured with a cow – the only source of milk for a village. A week after the photo was taken the cow stepped on a land mine in a local field and got blown up. The villagers barbequed the cow and apparently it was very tasty!

Chloe Franklin-Bailey’s great-grandfather

BERNARD FRANCIS FRANKLIN

served from 1925 to 1932, and was called up for service for World 

War 2 in 1939, he joined the 14th Anti-Tank Regiment Royal Artillery 

as a gunner, which was part of the 4th Infantry Division. He served 

in France and was part of the evacuation in Dunkirk in 1940.

Location of Service...
France 1939-1940, UK 1940-1943, N Africa 1943-1944

Italy 1944-1944, Greece 1944-1945

He was released from service on August 1945

George Ellis’ great-grandfather

CAPTAIN GEORGE ELLIS OF THE ROYAL ARMY 

ORDINANCE CORPS
was a captain in charge of a recovery unit. While he was posted 

in the Middle East in 1942 his son was born in England but it 

was several months until Captain Ellis heard about the birth and 

another four years until he met his son. His wife Joan was so ill 

after the birth that she could not be moved from her hospital bed 

during an air raid and a brave nurse stayed with her.

George Ellis in Priestley 3 is the 3rd generation of George Ellis in 

his family! 

He served the country in both World Wars.

Zack Cummings’ great-
grandfather
THOMAS DAVISON
served as a gunner in the Royal 
Artillery from 1931 then was a sergeant 
during World War II. He was in 
Dunkirk, India & Burma fighting the 
Japanese.

Mrs Woodman’s grandfather
QUINTIN PARKER
served in World War II in the RAF between 
1941 to 1945. He served on 159 Squadron in 
North Africa and 261 Squadron in India/
Burma as an Armourer rearming the 
aircraft on the squadrons (Thunderbolts 
and Liberators). He was 20 years old when 
he left for war and is now 97 years old.

PHOTOS © JACK BOSKETT MEDIA
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Our students benefit from strong 
partnerships and pathways, learn from 
challenges and experiences and are 
ready to continue their journey with 
conviction and purpose. Being in the 
Sixth Form is a position of privilege and 
brings with it the expectation to make a 
positive contribution towards the life of 
Tewkesbury School. Students are able to 
hold positions of responsibility and can 
make an immense difference to the lives 
of other students, as well as enhancing 
their own future opportunities. A large 
number of students get involved in 
committees that help shape the Sixth 
Form and support peers and younger 
students alike.

 Leadership opportunities include: 
• Head Boy and Head Girl 
• Chair of Sixth Form committee 
• Senior Prefect 
• Academic mentor 
• Reading ambassador 
• Committee work 
• Subject ambassadors

Being a member of our vibrant, energetic 
and exciting Sixth Form is a rewarding 
experience and we look forward to 
welcoming Year 11 students to find out 
more about their future choices.

The decision about what and where to 
study is an important one. Our Sixth 

Form provides a stimulating environment 
for academic study and has the right 
balance of support, high expectation and 
enjoyment to ensure that students are 
ready for the further opportunities that 
await them beyond Sixth Form.

Our mission at Tewkesbury School Sixth 
Form is to provide students with the 
means to develop as an individual, 
preparing them for their future pathway. 
We are fiercely ambitious for all of our 
students and challenge them to do their 
best, every lesson, every day. 

Miss L. Johnson
Director of Sixth Form

LIFE IN THE SIXTH FORM

Maisie Huck
Sixth Form Head Girl (2018-2019)

My journey at Tewkesbury School has 
enabled me to thrive as an individual. 

Without my inspirational teachers and 
classmates, I wouldn’t be the person I am 
today. My role as Sixth Form Head Girl has 
allowed me to take on many responsibilities, 
which have developed my skills for the future. 
Personally, I see success as enjoying and 
having a passion in what you do and being 

Harry Tyrrell
Sixth Form Head Boy (2018-2019)

I am honoured and privileged to be the 
Head Boy of Tewkesbury School Sixth Form. 

This has been my proudest achievement 
at Tewkesbury School. I accomplished this 
role through dedication, commitment and 
self-discipline. I am a highly motivated, 
responsible and trustworthy student 
enabling me to be a strong leader to 
confidently support my peers. My role is not 
about power and status, I believe it’s about 

Jack Davies 
Attended Tewkesbury School: 2010 – 2014
Studied: A level History, Biology and Psychology

FORMER STUDENT PROFILE

SIXTH FORM HEAD GIRL AND BOY

I came to Tewkesbury School from a Service 
Children’s Education school in Germany in 

Year 11 and stayed to complete my A levels.

I greatly enjoyed my time at Tewkesbury 
School once I overcame the cultural shift 
from a school entrenched in military values 
to a state comprehensive in Tewkesbury. I 
was even the school’s first Head Boy, a fact I 
cherish dearly.

I endured a number of difficulties during my 
time studying for my A levels and didn’t do 
as well as I would have hoped and initially 
had no intention to continue with Higher 
Education and attend university. First and 
foremost, nobody else had been to university 
in my family at this time. I had no idea what I 
would choose to study. It was thanks to Miss 
Johnson that the idea of studying law was 
born. Owing to my “argumentative, show-
off” personality, it seemed like a natural fit. 

I investigated and found that it was the 
subject for me. The Sixth Form team 
supported me wholeheartedly throughout 
my final year studying for my A levels and 
pulled me kicking and screaming through 
to the end. I can hand-on-heart say that I 
would not have made it through my A levels 
and on to university if it wasn’t for the Sixth 
Form team. 

I went on to study law at Oxford Brookes 
University and dived into a great many extra-
curricular activities such as debating and 
political societies and was heavily involved 
with the legal skills of mooting and client 
interviewing. I was the Vice President of the 
Law Society, a Student Ambassador and a 
Brand Ambassador for both Westlaw (the go-
to legal database for legal professionals) and 
my future employer, Blake Morgan LLP. The 
above just demonstrates a number of activities 
that I undertook at university. 

After I left university I worked in industry for 
a year as a paralegal dealing with complex 
construction law litigation, focusing on the 
fall-out in the industry over cladding materials 
after the tragic events that occurred at Grenfell 
Tower. I then successfully applied for a role as 
a Trainee Solicitor at Blake Morgan LLP (a UK 
top 50 firm). I am currently studying for my 
Advanced Legal Practice LLM LPC prior to 
starting my vocational training. 

It is without a doubt that the great support I 
received from the school during my studies 
gave me the confidence to take challenges 
on headfirst and to engage myself with the 
processes and achieve whatever I set my mind 
to. I would greatly encourage anyone who is 
thinking of taking A levels to consider studying 
at Tewkesbury School Sixth Form.  

The 2018 Careers Fair at Tewkesbury School 
created a real buzz and was attended by all 

students in Years 9 to 13. Fourteen exhibitors 
from a range of Further Education providers 
and businesses set up stands to promote their 
field and inform students of the opportunities 
on offer. 

The event served different purposes for the 
students depending on their progress along 
their career-planning journey. For some, 
mostly younger students, the fair offered 
an initial opportunity to find out about the 
university courses, apprenticeships and jobs 
on offer in our local area. Older students, or 
those who are clearer about their ambitions, 
were able to focus on discovering the exact 
entry requirements of specific courses, 
apprenticeships and jobs – information that 
will be helpful in academic goal-setting as they 
move through their education at Tewkesbury 
School and beyond. One of our concerns when 
setting up the Careers Fair was that students 
would feel unsure about speaking to people 
they didn’t know about opportunities of which 
they had no knowledge. In order to promote 
student engagement we asked the exhibitors 
to submit a description of their field of work 
or education with a series of questions and 
answers that students could ask to get the 
conversation rolling. This information was 
given as a help sheet for students. Questions 
included: How many jobs can you do within 
the Army? How would you describe your 

Year 11 students choosing their Post 16 
options have received even better support 

this year as part of the revamped Careers 
Programme. All students engaged in a 
classroom session with Mrs Baird, our Careers 
Co-ordinator, in which they completed some 
career profiling to understand how their 
personality traits and subject interests can 
marry together in a range of career prospects. 
In addition, all students are having 1:1 
interviews to check that their options choices 
will support their future intentions. 

The majority of our Year 11 students are 
planning to join Tewkesbury Sixth Form to 

Careers news… 

In October, selected Year 11 students were 
treated to a morning workshop delivered 

by James from MADE Education. As well as 
engaging his audience with his dynamic 
style, James delivered a motivational session 
that equipped our students with tools and 
strategies to enable them to succeed both 
in examinations and life. Various revision 
techniques were suggested and an interactive 
learning experience gave students plenty of 
ideas to help them become effective learners 
as they approach their GCSE examinations.
 
On the same day, the whole of Year 11 were 
treated to a trip to the Ashton Gate University 

Ms de Glanville
Assistant Head

CAREERS INFORMATION FAIR

POST-16 CAREER ADVICE

CAREERS CALENDAR

company’s culture? What is one of the most 
important aspects you look for in a potential 
employee? Giving students a list of questions 
and a written overview gave them a starting 
point and within seconds they were engaged 
in discussion with the exhibitors finding out 
more about other elements of the job.

As a community, we are fortunate to live 
in a part of the country where education, 
employment and training opportunities 
are plentiful. As a school, we are fortunate 
to work in a community of supportive 
businesses and education providers who 
are willing to devote time to visiting our 
school to inspire and inform our students. 
We are hugely grateful for the hard work of 
everybody who attended and supported the 
Careers Fair and look forward to welcoming 
back the exhibitors again to other events on 
the careers calendar.

Exhibitors included: Pro Global, Hartpury 
University and College, L3 TRL Technology, 
Rolls-Royce, Amiosec, Spirax Sarco, Kohler 
Mira, University of Worcester, Geckota Ltd, 
Harrison Clark Rickerbys, Clarkson Evans, 
Gloucestershire College, University of 
Gloucestershire, The Army.

If you would like to attend a future 
event or would like to know more about 
working in partnership with us to support 
our young people, please contact our 
Business Partnership Team on cs2b@
tewkesburyschool.org 

‘I’m only in Y10 but it was 
good to pick up the uni 
brochures and see which 
courses I could do linked 
to my options and the 
grade I will need’

‘It made me realise that 
within a company there 
are lots of different jobs 
such as finance, design and 
manufacture and that the 
product being made or sold 
is sort of irrelevant’

study A levels and BTEC courses and these 
students are interviewed by members of 
the Sixth Form team. Students who might 
not achieve the entry requirements for 
Tewkesbury School Sixth Form, or those who 
wish to divert to a vocational style of learning 
are interviewed and advised by Mrs Baird. 
Mrs Whybrow facilitates communication 
between businesses and those students 
looking for apprenticeships. We are proud of 
the way we work as a team to advise, support 
and direct every student on their learning 
journey to ensure that they have the best 
pathway towards their chosen destination. 
Bon voyage! 

The Sixth Form team are delighted with the success of the reading club. Our Year 
13 students meet with a selected group of Year 7 students for two mornings per 

week and lead them through a variety of literacy-based activities. If any other Sixth 
Formers would like to become involved, please let Miss Waters know. 

Caitlin Gilbert 
Year 13, Hodgkin 

READING MENTORS

“I have been taking part in the Year 7 Reading Mentoring Scheme since the start of 
the Autumn term as a mentor. I really enjoy doing this because it allows me to help Year 
7s feel more confident in their reading abilities, and I have already noticed improvements 
in their clarity and fluency. It is definitely a scheme that is worthwhile taking part in, 
either as a mentor or a student, because it is so rewarding. I can’t wait to carry on with 
the mentoring and it is great to see the same enthusiasm from the Year 7s too. ”

representing others and giving students a 
voice within our learning community.

Tewkesbury School has given me a great 
range of skills and experiences, delivered 
by exemplary teaching, to provide a strong 
foundation for me to utilise in the next stage 
of my academic journey. I look forward to 
making a difference and I encourage you to 
give serious consideration to joining our Sixth 
Form next year. 

a part of the Sixth Form has allowed me to 
flourish in everything I set my mind to. 

As Head Girl, I strive to support my fellow 
students and make school life as positive as 
it should be. Now I am in my final year I can 
honestly say that I’m proud of the person I am 
today, although I am saddened to soon be 
leaving my school family. 

and Apprenticeship Fair. Our students were 
given this opportunity to enable them to 
explore the different pathways and options 
available to them as they consider their next 
steps, both Post-16 and Post-18.

Students spoke to representatives from 
Universities to help them decide which 
A Level or BTEC options they may like to 
consider. Businesses and training providers 
were there to give advice and guidance 
relating to Apprenticeships and Vocational 
routes. Students left the fair armed with 
freebies, prospectuses, bags, pens and little 
bit more knowledge about their future 
options. 

•  Careers in Sport (Year 10) with the 
University of Gloucestershire

•  Working in the Sport and Leisure Industry – 
Classroom talk by Neil Rayer from Gullivers 
Sports Travel 

2018 2019

2019

•  A career with the Police – former student 
Ed Watkins shares his experiences

•  Consultant Oncologist Samir Guglani 
visiting as part of Speakers for Schools 
Programme

•  Writing, editing and publishing – author 
Andy Seed presents careers in literature

•  Developing people skills /opportunities 
in hairdressing – Hairdresser Rachel Budd 
from Vanilla Hairdressing

•  Careers in Law / Considering a Law 
Degree? – Ellis and Sally from Harrison Clark 
Rickerby Solicitors 

• GCHQ Young Entrepreneurs Competition
•  Tewkesbury School Open Morning for 

local businesses

•  Talk the talk – a whole day workshop for 
Year 10 to develop their public speaking and 
oracy skills

•  The Apprenticeship Fair – an opportunity 
to match employers with potential employees

•  Business Breakfast – an opportunity for 
local businesses to collaborate at and with 
Tewkesbury School

•  Google Me! – A session for Year 11 to raise 
awareness how their online footprint can 
affect their job prospects

• Talk about careers in the RAF

•  Visit to the Royal Agricultural College 
for selected Year 9 students

•  Visit to University of Gloucestershire  
for selected Year 9 students

•  Steps to success theatre performance  
to explain post 16 routes to Year 9 students

Head Girl and Boy, Maisie Huck and Harry Tyrrell.
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As part of our ongoing drive to help 
parents stay informed of what’s 
happening at Tewkesbury School, 
we have launched a new school 
app called School Gateway. This 
is accessible via a website as well 
as a smartphone app and shows 
information relating to your child. 
If you have a smartphone, please 
download the free School Gateway 
from your app store. 

NEW SCHOOL APP

HELPING PARENTS TO STAY UP TO DATE

STUDENT PARLIAMENT

The Student Parliament continues to go from strength to strength and, following the recruitment 
drive in September, now has more than 85 ministers across the four ministries. The different 

houses and year groups are well represented and this year there are much closer links with the Sixth 
Form. A number of teaching and associate staff are involved and methods such as online surveys, 
assemblies, balloting, bulletin messages, visits and interviews are all used to seek opinion and 
promote ideas. 

Ms de Glanville
Assistant Head (Teaching and Learning)

AUTUMN TERM 
UPDATE

MINISTRY OF

In their meetings, the Ministry of Teaching and Learning has been considering 
why low-level disruption might occur in lessons and how this could be reduced. 

Students first considered what is meant by “low-level disruption” and came up with 
a long list of behaviours that might disrupt the flow and pace of a lesson in some 
way. The list included: students being unprepared for lessons by not having the right 
equipment, students off task and chatting or the escalation of an argument between 
student and teacher. Many of the behaviours mentioned were not malicious and they 
felt that many students might not realise the impact their repeated actions have on 
the teaching and learning of those around them. Next, students discussed why, in 
the best lessons, there was little disruption and felt that much of this came down to 
having good routines: students were kept busy with accessible challenge, relationships 
with teachers were positive and work was meaningful and frequently marked. They 
also said that once a good work ethic was established it usually remained. Students 
then discussed the importance of consistency in dealing with problems. They went 
through the ways that teachers might deal with disruption without confrontation such 
as waiting for silence, standing behind someone who was disrupting or involving 
those who were not concentrating in some questions and answers. Students felt 
that once these strategies had been tried, there needed to be more clarity about 
steps towards sanctions. Meanwhile the Teaching and Learning Strategy Group with 
teacher representatives from each department have been sharing similar thoughts. 
The outcomes of both groups will be shared at the January INSET evening. 

MINISTRY OF

The Ministry of Community and Environment has been working carrying 
out surveys and research to find out what sort of rewards students would like to 

earn from their Class Charts points. There have been many interesting ideas coming 
in and these will be shared with the wider student body in the New Year. 

The Ministry of Business and Employment has met twice this year and the 
group is busy planning some Open Mornings for the Spring Term. The intention 

is that one of these Open Mornings will be aimed at graduates who are interested in 
applying for a place on a Teaching Course to enable them to see a secondary school 
in session and meet students with the aim that this contact will strengthen their 
teacher training application. The other Open Morning will be aimed at businesses 
and will offer the opportunity for them to better understand the machinations of 
the school community through a tour of lessons and then a short presentation from 
students. Ministers were a great support at the Business Breakfast in November 
when they acted as hosts for the various local companies who came to see how 
their generous contributions had enhanced the new Design Technology block. 

MINISTRY OF

BUSINESS &
EMPLOYMENT

This term, the Ministry of Justice and Wellbeing put a lot of effort into 
researching the work of eight different local, national and international charities 

and presented these in house assemblies. The entire student and staff population 
then voted for their top 5 charities and the votes were tallied up. The 4 most popular 
charities will be those in receipt of takings from the 4 remaining non-uniform days 
which will take place over the course of the school year. 
The charities that have benefited so far are: 
Bristol Children’s Hospital Charity – non-uniform day held in September
Cancer Research UK – non-uniform day held in December
Thank you to the ministry for their research and presentations. Thank you to all 
students and staff who exercised their right to vote. 

MINISTRY OF


