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Choosing a secondary school is one of the 
most important decisions any parent is 

ever likely to make. At Tewkesbury School 
your child will be recognised and treated 
as an individual. They will be cared for in 
a safe and happy environment offering 
them a wealth of new and stimulating 
opportunities to help them develop 
both academically and socially. Positive 
relationships between students and staff are 
a key feature of our school and stem from 
the mutual respect which is promoted at 
every opportunity.  

High expectations in relation to uniform, 
behaviour and discipline remove obstacles 
to learning. A high calibre workforce, 
dedicated to our students’ needs, work in 
partnership with parents and the broader 
community to ensure we deliver the very 
best. First class teaching ensures that our 
students are given every opportunity to 
achieve their goals and progress on to 
further and higher education. Children are 
constantly challenged to achieve their very 
best and to help them progress to further 
their education at Sixth Form and university.  

I hope the following advice may prove to 
be of some assistance in helping you to 
make a choice about your secondary school. 
Do please take a close look at what we 
have to offer but also look at other schools. 
It is critical that your child is happy and 
successful in their new environment so do 
please involve them in the decision making 
process.  Without question, the best way 
of choosing a secondary school is to see 
it on a typical school day. Draw your own 
conclusions about the quality of a secondary 
school rather than relying on hearsay. Speak 
to current Year 7 and Year 8 students and 
their parents and ask them about their 
experiences. Do your research well, make 
an informed decision and please do not 
hesitate to contact the school for any further 
information. 

Mr G M Watson
Headteacher

‘Children are 
constantly 
challenged to 
achieve their 
very best...’ 
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I am convinced that Tewkesbury School has 
much to offer children of all abilities and I 
extend a warm invitation to anyone to come 
and see the school in action. Regardless of 
your final choice of school, I wish you and 
your children well in the next stage of their 
educational journey.   



At Tewkesbury School we have a 
Student Parliament which consists 

of over 60 students from across the year 
groups and is co-ordinated by Ms de 
Glanville, Assistant Head.  The Parliament 
is split into four Ministries:  Justice and 
Wellbeing, Business and Employment, 
Environment and Community and the 
Ministry of Teaching and Learning with 
students signing-up to join the Ministry 
which is of most interest to them.  

Ms de Glanville explained, “Tewkesbury 
School students always have great 
ideas about ways to improve the school, 
but we were in desperate need of a 
way to coordinate their thoughts and 
suggestions.  Our Student Parliament was 
created with the students being actively 
encouraged to take on more responsibility 
for steering the direction of the school and 
to help make improvements.”

Half termly Ministry meetings are held 
with the support of teachers, and students 
discuss areas in which they would like 
to improve or make a difference to 
the running of the school. During the 
meetings students present themselves 
eloquently, thoughtfully and (thanks to 
our fantastic vertical tutoring system) 
are confident and happy talking to one 
another across the year groups.   People 
at the meetings sit in a circle formation 
and check in with each other to make 
a connection and lighten the mood, 
before taking part in tasks in a smaller 
group.  Discussions are then shared with 
the whole group and finally actions are 
tagged to individual students who are 
then responsible for ensuring that the task 
is carried out. Reports and updates on the 

work of the Ministries are shared on the 
Parliament notice board in K Central and 
feature in the KUDOS magazine. 

Students have been involved in things such 
as interviewing new teachers, showing 
guests or new parents around the school, 
attending breakfast meetings with local 
businesses, selecting the charities we 
support for our non-uniform days and 
organising campaigns to tackle litter and 
improve healthy eating.   The staff involved 
have been impressed by the mature and 
determined attitude that the students have 
displayed in the Ministry work so far. 

A campaign for new members starts each 
September where we recruit and train 
more students to join us in making positive 
change to Tewkesbury School through the 
power of voice, vision and vote!    You can 
sign up at the Freshers’ Fayre on your first 
day of Year 7.  

STUDENT PARLIAMENT 
– VOICE, VISION, VOTE !

to work preparing for the new intake.  
Primary teachers are asked to share student 
information with Tewkesbury School and this 
data is used to ensure that students are put on 
the right curriculum pathway and placed into 
a suitable tutor group.

The Summer Term is jam-packed with 
transition events. An evening presentation 
for parents sets out expectations and 
explains the curriculum and pastoral system.  
Our Partnership Learning Event on the last 
Saturday in June gives parents and children the 
opportunity to take part in physical, creative 
and academic challenges. The Taster Days are a 
great dry run for the children making their way 
to school, moving between classes and is the 
first opportunity to develop a house identity. 

Tewkesbury School has gained a reputation 
for having one of the best primary to 

secondary school transfer programmes in the 
county. The programme takes into account 
the whole range of social and academic 
factors that need to be considered to ensure 
that Year 7 students join the school feeling as 
confident as possible.

We know that to many 9 and 10 year olds the 
size and appearance of big secondary school 
students can seem intimidating so every 
March we organise a week of Year 5 visits. 
The primary students are guided and 
cared for by Year 9 students who rise to the 
responsibility of looking after younger ones.  
Year 5s from all of our partner primary 
schools attend and take part in a variety of 
lessons and sample a cooked lunch in the 
canteen. Primary pupils are accompanied by 
their teacher, which they find reassuring, and 
they are also able to discuss the visit as a class.

As soon as places are allocated in the 
Spring Term, the transition team set 

Clare de Glanville
Assistant Headteacher

PROGRESSION TO SECONDARY SCHOOL

‘Whatever it takes, 
we want to make 
sure that your 
child’s transition 
is as seamless as 
possible.’ 

Transition continues into Year 7 with 
timely communication with tutors and 
a parents’ evening to guide parents on 
how best to support their child’s learning.

Whatever it takes, we want to make sure 
that your child’s transition is as seamless as 
possible.   

Mr Adams
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum)

OUR CURRICULUM

We know that our students are capable 
of remarkable things and we expect 

them to make excellent progress during their 
time at the school.  In order to support them 
to do this, we have an innovative pathways 
system that enables students to learn in a 
way best suited to their needs.

All students are supported, stretched and 
challenged. We want every child to reach 
their potential and become future success 
stories.  By offering interesting, relevant and 
engaging lessons we aim to ensure that our 
students are happy and productive from 
the outset. This is reinforced higher up the 
school where they are able to choose from 

a wide variety of option courses – there is 
something for everybody, regardless of ability 
or interest.

We also understand that learning doesn’t 
just happen in school. We like to keep 
you informed about what your child is 
doing so that you can play a key part in 
supporting them.  You will be given regular 
updates on progress and your child will 
have conversations about their academic 
performance with their tutor throughout 
each year.  We truly believe that there needs 
to be a genuine partnership between the 
school and parents to ensure that your child 
gets the best possible education.   
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STUDENT PARLIAMENT

‘Students 
are actively 
encouraged to 
take on more 
responsibility 
for steering the 
direction of the 
school...’ 

Miss G. Littler
Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral)

LEARNING FAMILIES IN CARING HOUSES

Tewkesbury School’s mixed-age tutor 
group arrangement promotes a friendly 

and family feel. With students of different ages 
in each tutor group there is always someone 
to turn to for guidance and support.  The tutor 
is the first point of contact between home 
and school and deals with the academic and 
pastoral well-being of each student in the 
group.  Every tutor group belongs to one of 
six Houses and there is healthy competition 
between the Houses throughout the year to 
win a variety of challenges and raise money 
for charity.  

‘Vertical tutoring is 
a good idea as you 
get to know many 
people from other 
year groups.’ 



WELCOME!
Here are our new Year 7 
students enjoying their first 
day at Tewkesbury School.

Jasmine Philpot, 5Bronte says:
“I came from Tewkesbury C of E Primary 
School.  I have really enjoyed Art and 
Design and the English lessons so far.  
French has also been good as we only did a 
bit of that at Primary School.  I was worried 
about getting lost but I used the map we 
were given; this really helped me but now I 
don’t need it.  I can be a bit forgetful so my 
advice to Y6s is to pack your bag the night 
before and have all of your uniform ready 
so you aren’t in a rush and will look smart. 
When you move to Tewkesbury School you 
can try lots of new things, I am starting 
singing lessons which I am really excited 
about”. 

Charlie Barker, 9Bronte says:
“I used to go to Twyning Primary School. 
D on’t  worr y  about  moving up to 
Tewkesbury School, you will be fine and 
there are always people you know.  Keep 
your lanyard somewhere 
handy to check which 
lesson you have next 
and that way you 
won’t be late!” 

Mia Rowe, 4Elgar says:
“I used to attend The John Moore Primary 
School. So far my first few weeks have 
been really good and I haven’t got lost!  
At first I was worried about putting my bike 
in the bike sheds and being late.  My top tip 
would be to socialise with as many people 
as you can and to join clubs that interest 
you which will help you to meet new 
people.  My favourite bit of Year 7 so far is 
the Art, English and Maths lessons – my 
Maths teacher Mr Whitehead is great fun!  
It’s also great to have a choice over which 
sport you’d like to do in games lessons”.

3Tewkesbury School.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values Community

Neve Bailey, 5Bronte says:
My top tip for any new children is not to 
worry as lots of people are in the same 
boat! Smile, make friends and ask if you 
get lost! I was a bit worried about making 
my way around the school and forgetting 
things, but its been fine. Lunchtimes can 
be busy but the Canteens are great and 
there are lots of options on the menu.  
It feels more grown up using your catering 
card to pay and also learning how to 
budget.  My favourite bit of Year 7 is the 
wide range of new subjects to learn, such 
as French and Drama. 
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TEWKESBURY SCHOOL, THE ADVENTURE BEGINS…

Could 
this be 
you? 

 Try something new! 
How about joining the 
Rowing Club or learning a 
new musical instrument?

 Join the Tewkesbury Titans Cheerleading 
squad and compete in major competitions.

  Show off 
your textiles 
creations on 
the Catwalk 
to family and 
friends. 

  Love cookery?
Kim Greening 
and Ciara Lynch 
(Priestley House) 
were our winners 
of the Year 8 House
Masterchef
competition
last year.

 Love sport? Join the school sports teams and go on an overseas sports tour.
This year students will be experiencing a trip of a life time tour to Canada.

 Are you creative and dramatic?
You could star in a school play at the
Roses Theatre. This year’s performance 
is going to be We Will Rock You.

  Try out your new 
language skills and have 
fun with friends on the 
Year 7 trip to Paris.

  Win medals: Here are last 
year’s Y7 Subject Superstars who 
were rewarded for their effort 
and progress by subject staff 
from across the curriculum.

 Enjoy being outdoors?
Join the Duke of Edinburgh
Scheme. Here are students 
on their Gold expedition. 

  Achieve top examination grades.

Expecting and Achieving Success


