
 

 

28 March 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Families 
 
End of term update 
 
This has been another action-packed term with Y11 and Y13 students completing their final mocks before the run up to 
the exam season and many significant events and successes to report.  Perhaps the greatest achievement was that of Sarah 
Hoefflin, ex-student, who won a gold medal in the winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea.  We were fortunate to 
receive a flying visit from Sarah earlier this week.  Y11 students have recently heard from another Olympian, Jack Rutter, 
who captained the paralympic football team in Rio.  His motivational talk to students was inspirational and very well-
received.  Y11 revision skills have been sharpened thanks to specialist workshops we bought in from Learning Performance 
seminars.   
 
Last week I had the pleasure of attending our Spring Concert.  With the Christmas Carol Service at the Abbey cancelled due 
to snow, staff and students were only too ready to showcase their talents.  Those who managed to attend witnessed an 
eclectic mix of music and song and consistently outstanding performances across the age range.  School trips this term 
have been many and varied.  Y9 recently benefited from a trip to the Imperial War Museum, sixth-formers have visited the 
University of Worcester and will be visiting Cardiff University in the new term.  In the early hours of our last day of term 
we said farewell to our humanities trip to Italy. The term ended in true style on Thursday evening with our Textiles fashion 
show 'Finding Fashion' showcasing the GCSE and A level textiles work.  Thank you to all the families who supported the 
event.  
 
Over the holiday we have our 'Easter School' with revision sessions available for all students in Years 11 and 13, please do 
encourage your son/daughter to attend.  My thanks go to the staff who have given their time to offer extra support to 
students.  The programme for the week can be viewed on the website.  
 
I am delighted to report that the building projects I brought to your attention this time last year are nearing completion 
and will shortly be available for students.  Our new, floodlit tennis courts look splendid and are a welcome addition to our 
extensive sporting facilities which are used not just for your children but also our local community.  Our Design Technology 
block has been extensively refurbished and re-modelled and I am sure students and staff will be impressed by their new 
learning environment.  We are now looking to bid for more funds for the re-development of the oldest part of the school, 
the English block. 
 
On Tuesday 20 March we held our very first Apprenticeship Career Fair for students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13.  The aim of 
this event was to give our students an insight into the world of employment and to explore the wide range of opportunities 
available after their A-Levels and GCSEs in the summer. This event was an important occasion allowing businesses to talk 
to students and to share details of a wide variety of upcoming apprenticeship opportunities in our local area.   Feedback 
from students was very positive and we were also pleased to see so many parents accompany their children after school.  
 
Our careers talks this term have involved talks from The Superdry Apprentice Team, student nurses from UWE based at 
Gloucestershire Royal Hospital, and an IT careers workshop through GFirstLEP.  The IT workshop captured the attention of 
students with fun, interactive demonstrations. Some of the projects included a moving R2D2 built from scratch, a robot 
that solved a Rubik's cube and LED versions of games like Snake.  
 
Sporting updates 

 
 Our U13 girls football team were crowned Worcestershire County Champions in March. 
 Alex Baird and Isabella Robinson continue to play national league for Severn Stars U19 netball. 
 Caitlin Lochhead continues to perform at an elite level in Gymnastics, competing against full Olympians at the British 

National (open age) in Liverpool.  She achieved 20th in the UK and 7th in Scotland (which is incredible for a Year 11) 



 
 

 There were some very strong results from District Indoor Rowing competition held at Tewkesbury during the last week 
of term.  Schools competing were Tewkesbury, All Saints' Academy, Pittville and Bournside. Our Year 10 Boys = 
GOLD,  Year 10 Girls = GOLD,  Year 8 Girls = GOLD,  Year 8 Boys = SILVER. All teams have secured places in the County 
final at end of April.  If your child would like to know more about joining our rowing club they should speak to Mr 
Gardner in H7. 

 
Praise and Rewards:  A Governors' Praise Panel was held on Thursday 29 March and the following students 
were nominated to attend to recognise a variety of achievements both in and out of school:  
 

Tom Elliott - Year 10 William Heeley - Year 9  
George Hewett - Year 9  Rebecca King -Year 13  
Holly Stewart-Davis Year 8  Chloe Thomas - Year 13 
Emma Fay - Year 10 Alexander Astbury - Year 13  

 
Our first Year 11 Academic Progress Praise Panel was also held at the start of last week.  This is a new initiative set up by 
the School’s Senior Leadership Team and Governors in order to recognise students who have made good progress so far 
this year towards meeting, or exceeding, their target grades.  Our Chair of Governors Steve Hawkins was joined by 
Governors Sue Maizonnier and Gareth Hill. Each presented certificates and spent time congratulating the students, whilst 
the children enjoyed their free breakfast!   As a school, we rely on a close partnership with families and I am grateful for 
your ongoing support in the lead up to the summer examinations. 
 
My congratulations go to the following students: 

Brunel: 
Annie McFeely 
Charlie Tolley 
Bethany Marks 
Nancy Spanner 
Madi Heeks 
Bryn Meads Jones 
Ben Pretty 
 
Elgar: 
Lauren-Jayne Bayliss 
Georgia Low 
Michael McLintock 
Leia Nicholls 
Lewis Thompson 
Holly Bowery 
 
Hodgkin: 
James Stevenson 
Luke Ellis 
Mia Tait 
Amber Fraser 
William Alonso 
Joshua Stables 
Alana Bee 
 

Priestley:                                   
Reece Turner 
Jessica Tyler 
Joseph Kellaway 
Amy Curtis 
Kayleigh Davies 
Katie Lynch 
Rob Croft       
 
Keller: 
Charlotte Holtham 
Derryn Allinson 
Lea Barley 
Kieran Bennett 
Erin Pearson 
James Smith 
Jade Wilson 
 
Bronte: 
Lauren Bayliss 
Charlotte Booth 
Alex Cole 
Hayden Everitt 
Jimmy Tyler 
Edward Perry 

  
School Production of Alice: Shortly after Easter, our Head of Drama, Mrs Schoonderwoerd, will be leaving us to start her 
maternity leave. Before then, however, she and other staff are hard at work preparing for the forthcoming production of 
‘Alice’ which takes place from Monday 16 - Wednesday 18 April at the school. Tickets are on sale from our Finance Office 
and more details can be found in this term’s edition of KUDOS.  We wish the whole cast every success and are looking 
forward to their performances.  
 
Summer uniform: It is hard to believe we are shortly to begin the Summer Term when arctic temperatures and snowfall 
seem a very recent memory.  When we return, students will have the option of wearing summer uniform.  In recent years, 
most students have wisely chosen to continue to wear their normal uniform at least for a few weeks.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some hardy students, however, will still choose to wear an official Tewkesbury School short-sleeved blouse or shirt.   
Students will still be expected to wear their blazers between lessons but are free to take them off in lessons and at break 
and lunch time.   Year 11 students who recently completed a further set of mock exams will be expected to wear 
appropriate uniform throughout the exam season.  Please do help other parents by continuing to donate unwanted items 
of uniform for re-sale in our uniform shop to help other parents minimise the costs.  All monies raised will be ploughed 
back into our ever-growing rewards programme.  The inventory of items available can be viewed on the website.  
 
I am pleased to share our Spring Term edition of KUDOS which highlights the events and successes from this term. You 
might also be interested to read the Headteacher's article (in the centre pages) in relation to the recently published League 
Tables.  
 
I wish you and your families a peaceful Easter break and thank you for your continuing support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 
 
 
Important dates for your diary – Summer Term 2018: 
 
16 April - Start of Summer term 
16-18 April - School Production of Alice in the Drama Hall, 7.00pm 
19 April - HPV1 Vaccinations for Y8 girls 
19 April - Year 10 Parents' Evening (rescheduled event) 4.30-7.30pm 
2 May - Non uniform day 
3 May - Y10 exams (until 12 May) 
3 May - Bingo Night. 6th Form Centre. 7-9pm. Doors open 6.30pm 
7 May - Bank Holiday 
10 May - Year 8 Parents' Evening 4.30-7.30pm 
14 May - START OF SUMMER GCSE/A LEVEL EXAMS 
16 May - Year 13 Leavers' Service at Tewkesbury Abbey 
25 May - Year 11 and 13 Progress reports issued 
26 May - 3 June  - HALF TERM 
 
A full list of dates and events is available on the school’s website. 

 
 


