
remaining a member of the Board. He will be 
replaced by Mr Steve Hawkins from January 1st. 
I would like to record my personal thanks to 
Mr Coleman for all his efforts this year.

KUDOS
MAGAZINE WINTER 2015
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‘On the academic 
front, things 
continue to 
move in the right 
direction after 
record GCSE and 
A level results ’ 

A s the longest term of the year draws to 
a close and Christmas beckons we have 

the opportunity to reflect on just some of 
the many achievements of your children. 
Our revised format to commemorate 
Remembrance Day went superbly well with 
all youngsters behaving impeccably whilst the 
silence was observed and students and adults 
from the uniformed organisations paraded 
through the school.  It was apt that our Paddle 
Power event at Croft Farm this year managed 
to raise in excess of £3,700 for ‘Help for Heroes’ 
thanks to the support given by local businesses 
and primary schools.

The horrific events in Paris followed almost 
immediately and opportunities have been 
taken to both reflect on the tragedies but 
also to take advantage of the opportunity to 
educate our young people about the dangers 

of extremism and radicalisation and to 
re-consider British and French values.

The Duke of Edinburgh scheme continues to 
flourish thanks to the commitment of a 
wide range of staff but no one more so than 
Mrs Tustin herself. I was delighted for her 
and students who had the opportunity to 
receive their Duke of Edinburgh Gold Awards at 
St James’s Palace last month from the Duke 
himself.  This is an outstanding achievement 
for a wonderful group of selfless young people 
who have done so much to support others in 
their time at Tewkesbury School.  

Students continue to benefit from a wide 
range of trips and visits both domestically and 
overseas. The summer saw a small number 
jet off to Honduras on a science expedition 
and plans are in place already for a second 
trip to Mexico in 2017. The Spanish exchange 
was well received and benefited from much 
more favourable weather than we had at 
home. I’m told it proved difficult to prise 
some students away from their host families! 
I am sure many lasting friendships have been 
made which cross cultural boundaries and  
will lead to better informed young citizens.

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Mr G M Watson
Headteacher

The last couple of weeks have seen the 
usual wave of well-attended Christmas events. 
This year’s Christmas Fayre tied in with the 
festivities of the Christmas Concert which 
featured many fine individual performances.  
The annual Carol Service was held at the Abbey 
and saw the congregation enjoy a wonderful 
evening with carols and plenty of Christmas spirit.

We were delighted to welcome Stuart Hillard 
from ‘The Great British Sewing Bee’ to run a 
workshop for our Y9 Textiles students before 
judging our annual Catwalk Show organised 
by the Technology Faculty, which has become 
another highlight of the season!

Your children’s charity efforts continue to 
impress me and several students went 
over and above what could be reasonably 
expected to raise money for Children in 
Need. Our adopted guide dog, courtesy of 
the fundraising done by our current Y8, has 
been named Toby and will be visiting us shortly. 
Sixth Formers, too, have been actively engaged 
through the traditional ‘Smart and Silly’ day. 
The constraints of space mean that I cannot pay 
tribute to all the successes this term but I hope 
that KUDOS once again at least gives a platform 
for some of those wonderful achievements.

At the end of this term our Chair of Governors, 
Mr Ian Coleman, will be stepping down but 

On the academic front, things continue to 
move in the right direction after record GCSE 
and A level results in the summer of 2015.  
Year 11 students have recently completed 
their trial exams and will receive the results 
from their GCSE English examination in early 
January. I had invited Ofsted in this half-
term but sadly, due to a shortage of trained 
inspectors, it does not look like we will be re-
inspected until the Spring.

I do hope you all have a wonderful Christmas 
and wish you well for the New Year. 
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YEAR 7 SHOWCASE

Show My Homework has been a new 
initiative this year, and after some initial 
teething problems, it has become a useful 
tool to allow parents and pupils to monitor 
tasks that are set. Students are steadily 
becoming accustomed to organising 
their time effectively to ensure that work 
is completed on time and we have been 
delighted with the way that parents are 
interacting with this too. 

Already we have seen some fantastic 
achievements. A Year 7 ‘showcase board’ 
has been created in the Lower School 
Canteen, displaying a variety of both 
academic and sporting success. Some of 
the key highlights have been Finley and 
Archie Bytheway (Hodgkin) becoming 
millionaires in our Accelerated Reader 
scheme; Macy Fox (Brunel) scoring 13 
goals during three matches in one week 
and Molly Johansen (Keller) and Mia 
Ward (Elgar) competing in a gymnastics 
tumbling competition in the South-
West, Molly winning a gold medal for 
her performance. The Year 7 rugby team 
took part in the district tournament in 
October. They competed in a round 
robin tournament against 4 other teams 
and won every game. They played some 
fantastic rugby and played in such a good 

spirit as well as being great ambassadors 
for the school. The Year 7s have also been 
busy raising money for Children in Need 
and they are currently supporting Cancer 
Research. A special mention should be 
given to Leif Davidson (Elgar) who set 
herself a challenge to swim as many 
lengths as possible in an hour in aid of 
Children in Need – she did 131 lengths 
and raised £60! Elisha Carr (Keller) also 
raised £40 from cake sales.

I have also had the pleasure of praising 
and supporting our Year 7 students in 
regards to their academic performance. 
The following 15 children were picked out 
as the top 15 in terms of their attitude to 
learning:  Isabella Quinn (Bronte); Hattie 
Keightley (Elgar); Keira Grant (Brunel); 
Bex Goodchild (Priestley); Niamh Oldham 
(Keller); Finley Bytheway (Hodgkin); Kate 
Turner (Hodgkin); Summer Perks (Bronte); 
Margot Messenger (Hodgkin); Samba 
Tunnicliffe (Keller); Keira-Mae Gibson 
(Brunel); Jenna Newman (Priestley); 
Amelia Taylor (Keller); Archie Bytheway 
(Hodgkin) and Emily Ballinger (Keller). 
A wonderful start to the academic year!

I would now like to challenge the whole 
year group to aim to improve their overall 

performance ready for the February 
report. In order to do this, students should 
think about the following success criteria 
in order to move from good to excellent: 

 Arrive on time; have the    
right equipment; be proactive 
with their learning.

 Complete all classwork and 
homework tasks to the best of 
your ability.

 Follow instructions from 
all staff; answer and ask 
questions within lessons.

 Be polite and use good 
manners at all times; stay on 
task and always do your best.  

I would like to extend my thanks and best 
wishes to all parents and carers, as your 
support, patience and encouragement 
has enabled all of the children to begin 
their secondary learning experience in a 
positive way. It has been a wonderful start 
to what I am sure will be a fantastic first 
year at Tewkesbury School.    

Mrs Newcombe
Head of Year 7

For me, it has been an exciting start to the new academic year. The Year 7 
students have made a fantastic start to life here at Tewkesbury School. They are 

settling in well and fully making use of all the opportunities for extracurricular 
activities and helping to play an active role in school life. This has been able to 
happen so quickly due to the impact of the transition programme that has been 
put in place over the last few years. I am happy to see students getting along 
well and behaving responsibly in lessons and around the school site; they are 
maturing very well even after just several weeks at secondary school. 

If you would like to comment on 
this article, please Email us at 
feedback@tewkesburyschool.org

mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
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Tewkesbury School students and staff 
showed their respect by observing 

an immaculate two minute silence on 
Wednesday 11th November. All 1,420 
students, many of them wearing cadet 
uniforms, or uniforms of other local 
organisations, witnessed a parade, before 
a wreath was laid by Mr Watson at the 
memorial tree commemorating ex-student 
Matthew Stuart, who died, aged 18, during 
the Falklands Conflict. As is customary, 
prayers were said by Roger Grey of the 
Tewkesbury Sea Cadets and the Last Post was 
played by Mr Sharpe.

Mr Watson said, “Our young people, who 
continue to study historical and current 
conflicts around the world, behaved 

Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

TEWKESBURY SCHOOL REMEMBERS

impeccably and left me feeling extremely 
proud of all those at the school. Our links with 
local uniformed organisations made this an 
exceptionally moving experience for us all.”  

STUDENT HOMEWORK COMMITMENT IS 
RAISED WITH NEW ONLINE PLATFORM

Homework at Tewkesbury School has 
had a technological makeover with the 

arrival of an online homework platform 
and since September 2015 every piece of 
homework across all year groups has been 
set using the new system. The result?  
A much more consistent approach to setting 
and completing tasks. Research shows 
that homework at secondary school has an 
excellent effect on learning – especially when 
the tasks are very structured. Completion of 
appropriate homework tasks can advance 
a student’s learning by up to a year over the 
course of their secondary school career.  

With this research in mind, last year, leaders 
at Tewkesbury School investigated homework 
practice and found that there were some 
inconsistencies in the way work was set, 
recorded, completed and followed up. They 
were keen to resolve these issues as soon as 
possible as part of the school’s on-going drive 
to continue to raise standards even further.

It was apparent that students did not 
always write their homework instructions 
down clearly enough and, if a lesson had 
been missed, they often did not take the 
responsibility to catch up on the work 
or homework that had been set. Parents 
sometimes contacted the school to say that 
their child’s planner was blank and it was 
difficult for staff to see whether this was due 
to homework not being set or homework 
not being recorded.  We needed something 
that would make homework expectations 
clearer so that homework could be 
successfully completed by all students. After 
researching several products and listening to 
recommendations from other schools, we 
decided to purchase Show My Homework.

The greatest benefit of the system is the clear 
communication it provides.  Homework tasks 
are written by teachers for students so there 
are no transcription issues; parents and tutors 
are able to keep up to date with an individual’s 
homework tasks; subject leaders are able to 
check that the work tailors with class learning 
and school leaders are able to get a clearer 
overview of the work that is set across the 
school.  In addition, support material can be 
added so that students are well equipped 
with the necessary resources when working 
independently.

One of our concerns when setting up the 
system was whether enough students and 
parents would have the required technology 

to interact with the platform:  the appropriate 
hardware such as a computer or smart phone 
as well as internet access.  We were assured 
by schools already using the product that the 
percentage of students without access to a 
smart phone at home was minimal and that 
the impact of getting such a high percentage 
of students to use the online resource was 
hugely beneficial.  With this in mind, we 
invested in the product at a cost of about 
£2.75 per student per year. For the handful 
of students who have not got access to the 
internet at home, we have encouraged them 
to log on at school or in homework club to 
access the information they require.  

There has been a lot of feedback from 
parents, students and staff about this new 
initiative, and, though not everyone has been 
happy with the change, the vast majority 
of feedback has been extremely positive 
and very supportive. Some parents have 
commented that their children are having 
too much homework and that they seem to 
be spending longer than the recommended 
time that the teacher wants them to spend on 
the homework – in these few cases parents 
have been asked to annotate in the student’s 
book next to the work so that the teacher is 
aware of this useful feedback. There were 
also some technical teething issues at the 
time of the launch, which have since been 
largely resolved. However, many, many 
parents have expressed their delight at the 
way that they can clearly see the homework 
expectations and therefore support and 
motivate their children to get their homework 
done.  Students like the way the “to do” list 
and calendar keeps them organised and 
those who have the app say the reminders 
are really useful. Staff love the calendar and 
reminders that help them manage the flow of 
homework as well as the facility that allows 
tasks to be shared across classes – a good 
way to raise consistency.  In addition, precious 
learning time in class is not wasted by getting 
students to copy down the homework. 

The next steps will be to see if the gradebook 
feature can be used across the school and to 
publicise the Apple app once the current bug 
is fixed.  

If you would like to comment on 
this article, please Email us at 
feedback@tewkesburyschool.org

YEAR 7 SHOWCASE

‘Tewkesbury 
School students 
and staff showed 
their respect by 
observing an 
immaculate two 
minute silence...’ 

Ms de Glanville
Assistant Headteacher 

This term, Year 10 and 12 students have 
been very busy sorting out their work 

experience placements for January and July. 
They will be off to work at a range of exciting 
places including Porsche, MOOG, The Army, 
Crown Courts, Gloucestershire Police and a 
TV production company. Some students have 
had to attend interviews to secure their place, 
so have had a taste of the real world before 
they even arrive at their placements.   

Year 13 will be taking part in two 
employability days during January 2016. The 
first day will see local businesses coming in 
to run various interactive sessions to enhance 

Mrs Thomas
Work Experience and Business Links Co-ordinator

PREPARING FOR THE WORLD OF WORK  

skills such as team working, communication 
and problem solving. The second day will 
involve mock interviews with professionals 
from a wide variety of industries. All of these 
activities are designed to give our students a 
real flavour of life after they leave school. 

If you think you are able to help with our 
business links programme in any way, please 
contact Charlotte Thomas, Work Experience 
and Business Links Co-ordinator charlotte.
thomas@tewkesburyschool.org  
If you would like to comment on 
this article, please Email us at 
feedback@tewkesburyschool.org

mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback


4 Tewkesbury School.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values Community

‘...The trip 
has motivated 
me to want to 
gain the grades 
required to gain 
a place at a top 
university”... ’ 

In November, 14 Year 12 students, 
accompanied by myself, attended a 

Masterclass Day at Cambridge University’s 
Robinson College. Robinson College is 
linked with schools in Gloucestershire and 
wants to encourage Sixth Form students to 
apply to study there by visiting to talk to all 
age groups and arranging events for schools 
at the college.  

Robinson College is one of the 31 colleges 
of the University of Cambridge.  Members of 
a college are called undergraduates (usually 
students who have recently left school) who 
are working towards their first degree, or 
postgraduates, students who have already 
gained their first degree and are studying 
towards a more advanced degree. A group 
of university teachers called fellows are 
the elected senior members of the college 
who are responsible for academic work and 
governing the college.  Students live, eat and 
socialise in their college. Undergraduates 
receive college supervisions – small group 
teaching sessions. 

Robinson College provided a coach to take 
our group of Year 12s and students from 
three other local schools to attend their 
Masterclass Day at the college. We left 
school at around six o’clock in the morning 
and arrived in Cambridge at about 10am.  
Following coffee and biscuits in the college 
dining hall we gathered in a lecture theatre 
for a talk about the university and what 
students needed to do to make a successful 
application. Part of this was about writing 
a good personal statement, an important 
part of the process where students write 

about themselves and their ambitions for 
the future.

Students then moved into their chosen 
subject groups. Science students were 
given a chemistry lecture followed by a 
‘supervision’ in groups of just three students 
with a lecturer. Those who chose languages, 
architecture and law also got a taste of 
university teaching in small discussion 
groups with a subject specialist. Lunch was 
followed by a tour of the college, where 
students were shown around the library, 
common room, college chapel and the 
gardens.

YEAR 12 VISIT TO CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY
Mr Powell
Examinations Officer

Lauryn Williams who attended the 
Masterclass said, “I found the day very 
interesting and it gave me an insight into 
what university life has to offer.  I was 
intrigued to find out about the different 
colleges that Cambridge University offers 
and enjoyed the sense of community. The trip 
has motivated me to want to gain the 
grades required to gain a place at a top 
university.”  

with the latest news from Tewkesbury School on twitter,  follow @tewkschool

keep in touch...
Reception: 01684 292152   Email: office@tewkesburyschool.org    

Website: www.tewkesburyschool.org

SERVING TREATS DELIGHTS THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY

Tewkesbury VIPs is a monthly social club 
for local visually impaired adults. As we 

all know, the elderly love to have contact 
with younger people and so a small group of 
students from our school are regularly taken 
along to their meetings at Tewkesbury Baptist 
Church. The students willingly serve the 
delicious cakes which are all provided by the 
school and help out with the refreshments. 

Chris Chapman from Tewkesbury VIPs said, 
“The students make a real difference for our 
elderly members, many of whom also have 
mobility challenges and cannot leave their 
homes without the support of volunteers 
who bring them to the church. Students 
from Tewkesbury School have supported 
the club for two years since it started and as 
the club organiser, I really appreciate their 
involvement.”

As well as visiting Tewkesbury VIPs, a 
group of our students also help to run the 
Touching Souls Café at Tewkesbury Abbey 
once a month on a Wednesday. The café is 
managed by a team of volunteers and gives 
local charities and schools the opportunity 
to run the café which now opens 7 days a 
week.  Running the café gives our students 
the opportunity to increase their social skills 
by interacting with the public and they also 
learn valuable catering skills. Alison Jenkins, 
Volunteer Manager from Touching Souls 
Café said, “We have received very positive 
feedback from customers regarding the 
politeness and attentiveness of the students 
from Tewkesbury School. Customers also 
comment on how pleased they are to see 
the young people enjoying themselves and 
taking full advantage of this work experience 
opportunity given to them.”   

Juliet Sirrell
Commercial Team

https://twitter.com/tewkschool
mailto:office%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=
http://www.tewkesburyschool.org
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In the summer of 2015 I was one of 17 
intrepid students accompanied by Miss 

Mead and Mr Gowers who headed off for 
an adventure of a lifetime in Honduras.   We 
spent 14 days visiting the cloud forests of 
Cusuco National Park, helping to survey one 
of the world’s rarest and most endangered 
forest types.  After we came back from the trip 
everyone was asking us how it was and most 
of us just couldn’t find the words to sum up 
our experiences; it was absolutely amazing 
and we will never forget it! 

Going into the jungle and learning about the 
thousands of different animals and insects 
that live there was incredible. The staff that 
we met were so friendly and down to earth, 
kind and full of knowledge about Cusuco 
National Park. All the students agreed that we 
did face challenges as a group but everyone 
worked really well together and got through 
some difficult times - the jungle treks for 
example. Scuba diving was an amazing 
experience; the reef was beautiful!  Learning 
to scuba dive in Honduras isn’t something 
you get to do every day and we are glad we 
took up the challenge. It really was a fantastic 
opportunity and I shall never forget the 
incredibly beautiful underwater world we 
got to experience. 

Vicky Booth, Year 12
Priestley

HONDURAS 2015

 The group owes a massive thank you to Miss 
Mead and Mr Gowers for taking us on the trip 
of a lifetime.  I would highly recommend any 
student that is interested in joining the next 
expedition to take up the challenge; you 
won’t regret it!

Note from Miss Mead:  I am now organising 
a similar expedition to Mexico in 2017 where 
the students will be staying in the Calakmul 
biosphere in the midst of some Mayan ruins 
where we will again monitor biodiversity to 
aid conservation.   Please come and speak to 
me if you would like more information.   

If you would like to comment on 
this article, please Email us at 
feedback@tewkesburyschool.org

‘Going into the jungle 
and learning about the 
thousands of different 
animals and insects 
that live there was 
incredible...’ 

In November, former students Jason 
Sadler, Liam Atkins, Brad Allen, Rachel 

Hamilton, Lucy Hall and Natalie Minter, 
accompanied by Mrs Tustin, attended 
St James’s Palace in London to receive their 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards which were 
presented by HRH, The Duke of Edinburgh.  
Congratulations to them all on this 
outstanding achievement!

Congratulations also go to the 
following students who have 
completed their Bronze Awards this 
term:  Katie Taplin (Brunel); Francesca Smith 
(Hodgkin); Nicole Gunston (Elgar); Jonathan 
Webb (Keller); Erica Harris (Keller); Chloe 
Thomas (Brunel); Alexander Teague (Brunel); 
Katie Long (Bronte); Abigail Platt (Hodgkin); 
Rebecca King (Bronte); Lydia Luker (Elgar); 
Megan Winstone (Brunel); Elin Jenkins 
(Keller).
Silver Award: Laura Rowe (Brunel)
 
The expedition assessment season has now 
drawn to a close and we can look back at 
how many young people have taken on the 
challenges.  In June, “the Bronzes” were out 
on their assessment expedition.  Their training 
had taken place during the winter, which 
included cooking on trangia on a very windy 
day on Bredon Hill, together with training 
and practice camps in the local area. Having 
had their training signed off, participants 
then planned their assessed expeditions. 
As they set off, weather conditions looked 
favourable. Map reading their way around 
Bredon School proved challenging for some 
groups, as rights of way were blocked by 
undergrowth, barbed wire and even cows!  
Farmers were interviewed, churches and 
church yards explored and videos made of 
their exploits.

July saw the two Gold assessment groups 
heading up the M6 to catch the 2.15am ferry 

Mrs Tustin
Duke of Edinburgh Award Co-ordinator 

GOING FOR GOLD!

from Heysham to the Isle of Man. Although 
not far from Mainland UK, it is unique in 
many ways; it has it’s own parliament, cats 
without tails, Manx long horn sheep and of 
course the famous TT motorbike race. Having 
spent a day recovering from the journey, 
food shopping and exploring the island, the 
groups met the local area assessor and were 
ready to start their four day assessment. 
Snaefell, the only mountain on the island was 
climbed and mines and cliffs explored.   
Both groups did really well over the four 
days and finally made their way to the 
South Sound, the most southerly point on 
the Island, ending with a well-earned piece 
of cake.
 
In August, the staff were out again with the 
two Silver groups in the Cotswolds.  Starting 
at the top of Fish Hill, Broadway, the teams 
made their way through some stunning 
Cotswold villages. Who can resist playing 
poohsticks off a Cotswolds bridge?

During October half term the next round of 
Gold Award participants completed their 
wild country training in Snowdonia in 
preparation for their final expedition 
in the Isle of Arran, Scotland. 
During the week they took part in various 
activities including a number of different 
routes to improve navigational skills, night 
navigation, a first aid session, a visit to the 
rock climbing centre and to the Ogwen Valley 
Mountain Rescue Centre.
 
Katy Essex, from Year 13 (Elgar) said,  “We all 
had a really good time and, to our surprise, 
enjoyed the freedom of having no phone 
signal! It was a very tiring but entertaining 
week and we all came back with lots of 
stories to tell (like Miss Mead crying when 
she was acting as a first aid casualty!). We 
would all like to say a huge thank you to Mrs 
Tustin and Miss Mead for making it such an 
enjoyable and unforgettable week that has 
brought us all closer together”.    

If you would like to comment on 
this article, please Email us at 
feedback@tewkesburyschool.org

‘The expedition 
assessment season 
has now drawn to 
a close and we can 
look back at how 
many young people 
have taken on the 
challenges...’ 

Meditation helps to relieve depression, 
anxiety, combat stress, aid sleep, increase 
concentration, improve memory to name just 
a few; you can experience some very positive 
results from regular practice. If you’d like to 
join the group, please see Mrs Done.   

LUNCHTIME MEDITATION GROUP
Mrs Done
PSHE

As part of the schools commitment to 
assisting students in a holistic way, 

‘Teens in Crisis’ counsellor Ros Owens and 
PSHE Teacher Mrs Done have started up 
a lunchtime meditation group. The group 
is nicely established and has regular 
attendance from those students choosing to 
use meditation as a means of de-stressing 
and helping them to cope with the pressures 
of the forthcoming exams.

Brad Allen, Jason Sadler and Liam Atkins 
receive their Gold Awards

mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
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#Excellence - Well done to William 
Lockwood, Year 11 (Brunel) who has 
become the first junior leader at White Tiger 
Academy of TKD and self-defence.  William 
was selected by the club to set a good 
example to younger members.

#Aspiration - Congratulations to former 
student Layla Hiorns who left Year 11 in 
2013. She is now serving in the Royal 
Logistic Corps as an Air Despatcher. 

#Success - Well done to Luke Kearns, 
Year 10 (Brunel) on claiming second 
place in the Y10/11 district cross country 
championships in November and being the 
first Year 10 over the line. 

#Aspiration - Congratulations to former 
student Robert Maizonnier who left the 
Sixth Form in 2011.  He has graduated from 
Imperial College London with a First Class 
Honours Masters Degree in Mechanical 
Engineering.

#Success - Well done to Morgan Monks, 
Year 11 (Priestley) - during October half 
term he captained Worcester Warriors U15 
to a victory against London Wasps U15 
Academy.

#Community - Year 12 student Myra Cooke 
(Bronte) has become the Lord Lieutenant’s 
Cadet for Gloucestershire this year. 

#Success - The Year 7 Rugby team are off 
to a flying start so far and became the rugby 
district tournament champions for 2015 in 
October and have had several big wins in 
other fixtures.

#Aspiration - It’s a busy time for 
our Year 13s who are working hard on 
their UCAS applications.  Students are 
applying for a huge range of subjects e.g. 
aerospace engineering, medicine, history, 
modern languages, teaching and events 
management.

#Success - talented gymnast Caitlin 
Lochhead Year 9 (Keller) is a member of 
the Bristol Hawks Gymnastics Club and at 
the beginning of October she competed in 
a South West team event leading her team 
to Gold. 

#Challenge - the whole of Year 11 
enjoyed a motivational talk from guest 
speaker Tom Elliott in October.

#Community - Leif Davidson Year 7 
(Elgar) swam 131 lengths and raised £60 
for Children in Need.

#Aspiration - former student Adam 
Harper (age 27) has won the British 
Middleweight Challenge belt in boxing.

#Challenge - Jake Evetts Year 10 
(Priestley) has been practising his rugby 
kicks and posting them on social media 
– he’s even received a tweet from Johnny 
Wilkinson congratulating him!

#Success - talented footballer Macy Fox 
Year 7 (Brunel) scored 13 goals in three 
matches for the school!

#Success - The Year 8 Rugby ‘A’ team 
reached the final of the district rugby 
tournament cup in September beating 
Cleeve School 24-0 to win the cup 
competition. 

#Challenge - Congratulations to the 
following Y7s who were the first to become 
Accelerated Reader Millionaires: Archie 
Bytheway (Hodgkin), Finley Bytheway 
(Hodgkin), Benjamin Ward (Bronte), 
Cameron Northcott (Hodgkin) and Dylan 
Coxshall (Keller).

#Community - The Dementia project is 
up and running again this year with visits 
from the Managing Memory Team and 
the Dementia Champions to help raise 
awareness. The whole of our Year 12 have 
recently had a dementia presentation and 
have all now become Dementia Friends.

#Aspiration - Good luck to Laura Rowe, 
Year 13 (Brunel) who will be attending 
an interview at Oxford University to study 
history.

K e e p  u s  p o s t e d  o n  y o u r 
achievements! Tweet @tewkschool 
or email with your news feedback@ 
tewkesburyschool.org

HALL OF FAME

Former students, Ben England and André 
Roberts are both celebrating recent personal 

achievements and continue their pursuit of 
excellence in their chosen sports.

Evesham Martial Arts Head Instructor Ben 
England (age 26) is on top of the world after 
his latest achievement. The 4th degree black 
belt now owns and runs the Martial Arts 
Academy in Evesham and recently returned 
from the World Kickboxing Union (WKU) World 
Championships in Albir, Spain with two gold 
medals. This achievement was made all the 
more special due to this being his ninth 
attempt at winning a World Championship 
gold medal. After winning gold in his 
individual lightweight kickboxing division, 
he was then selected by the England head 
coach to represent his country in the five-
man team event, where they beat Germany 
in the final. 

Talking about the event, he said, “When 
my arm was raised in the final it was an 
unbelievable feeling. After twenty years of 
Martial Arts and nine attempts at winning 
a World Championship it was an amazing 
feeling to have all the years of hard work and 
sacrifice pay off.  My new aim is to inspire 
the next generation of Martial Arts athletes 
to step up and win gold medals on the 
international stage. We’ve already produced 
medal winners at World Championships and 
I can’t wait to train more.”

Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

FORMER STUDENTS CONTINUE THEIR 
PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE

André Roberts (age 21) is celebrating having 
completed a life-long dream to swim the 
Channel. André, who is now in the third year 
of a chemistry degree at Plymouth University 
said that the gruelling swim from Dover to 
Calais which he carried out in October took 
him 13 hours and 11 minutes.  Regulations 
meant he had no wet suit - just petroleum 
jelly on his skin, his trunks, hat and goggles.  
The distance would have been 21 miles but 
André was not always able to swim in a 
straight line due to tides and currents and he 
believes he swam for around 25 to 30 miles.  

Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

JOSH ROGERS ENJOYS BEING A
MAN UTD MASCOT

Josh Rogers from Year 8 (Keller) was 
granted a wish by a charity called Rays of 

Sunshine after being put forward by the team 

that treated him following his illness earlier 
this year.  On Saturday 14th November, he 
was offered the opportunity to be a mascot at 
a charity football match arranged by Sir David 
Beckham at Old Trafford in front of 77,000 
spectators with a host of superstar footballers 
from around the world, many of them former 
Man Utd players.  

Josh had a fantastic day seeing his favourite 
footballers close-up and met Sir Alex 
Ferguson.   He sat next to David Beckham’s 
children in the changing rooms and David’s 
wife Victoria - but he didn’t know who she 
was!  His family were all there to see him and 
had been given fantastic seats.  After a tough 
year, Josh fully deserved his special day!  

André started to plan his swim in October 
2013 and trained hard for two years, 
competing in various open swimming 
competitions and long distance swimming 
events.   Only about one in six Channel swims 
are completed successfully, so this is an 
outstanding achievement.  He admitted that 
the swim was tough, saying, “Things were 
hurting, I was tired, but pain is temporary, 
success is everlasting.  This was more than 
a swim - it was about proving I could do 
anything I put my mind to”.  
K e e p  u s  p o s t e d  o n  y o u r 
achievements! Tweet @tewkschool 
or email with your news feedback@ 
tewkesburyschool.org

‘...it was about 
proving I could do 
anything I put my 
mind to...’ 

and helped each other with useful advice. 
Both the Year 7 students enjoyed attending 
the group and felt it was really helpful to 
connect with other Type 1 diabetics in the 
school.  Dates for next term have been 
agreed and so the group will continue for as 
long as the students feel it helps.  

DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP
Mrs Done
PSHE

The diabetic support group welcomed 
two new Year 7 members this term and 

enjoyed a drop-in visit from Mr Watson 
who sat and listened to the students’ 
experiences of the condition they live 
with. The students shared personal stories 

https://twitter.com/tewkschool
mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
https://twitter.com/tewkschool
mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
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Miss Willoughby
Assistant Head

SELF-HARM AWARENESS AND SUPPORT

Self-harm is a physical response to 
emotional distress. Because emotions are 

so far-reaching, there could be any number 
of reasons why someone would choose 
to self-harm. When you are struggling 
emotionally, a physical pain can feel 
preferable; a bit like finding a broken leg 
easier to deal with than a bereavement. We 
understand physical pain much better.

While self-cutting is the most common 
form of self-harm, perhaps affecting as 
many as one in 15 young people nationally, 
it is not the only one. Self-harm is described 
as “a wide range of things that people do 
to themselves in a deliberate and usually 
hidden way, which is damaging”.

Over the last ten years, I have seen a number 
of students who are self-harming and 
fortunately, though the vast majority of 
students at Tewkesbury School do not self-
harm, it has become clear to me that the 
few we do deal with must have parents who 
may themselves need support.

At school, we work closely with Teens in 
Crisis and have a counsellor in school two 
days a week. The team have delivered 
training on understanding self-harm to 
pastoral staff in school and recently offered 
to run a workshop for parents. 

On Wednesday 4th November, the school 
hosted a parental workshop. There were 
many questions and it was clear that several 
parents were there because of worry and 
fear for their children, who are self-harming. 
A powerful video clip showing what helped 
self-harming young people to cope, had 
several of us close to tears and the parents 
who were willing to share their experiences 
held the attention of everyone. We had a 
better understanding of how hard it is for 
people to deal with this emotive issue and 
how to support the young people. At the 
end of the evening, the feeling was positive 

and there was clear relief shown by some 
that they were not alone in their situation.

For me, the most important message was 
that that self-harming is a way for a person 
to cope, a way of surviving and rather than 
focusing on the self-harm itself, it is most 
important to listen to the young person as 
they try to articulate why they feel the way 
they do. Easier said than done in the hustle 
and bustle of family life, when parents may 
be working full time; have other children to 
consider and other issues to contend with. 
However, the workshop gave excellent 
practical advice and tips for how parents 
could cope themselves and also how to 
support their children in school and at 
home.

The feedback showed the evening was a 
great success, especially as it was directly 
aimed at advising parents and it seems 
to me that the way forward now is to 
set up an on-going  support group for 
parents, to share their experiences, offer 
each other advice and most importantly, 
not feel they are isolated. If you would like 
to be a part of that group, please email 
Andree.willoughby@tewkesburyschool.org 
 

A big thank you to local company Rifina 
for kindly sponsoring this season’s 1st 

XV rugby team shirts. Richard Bartlam, Rifina 
MD said, “I am looking forward to following 
the progress of the team and hope to have 
the opportunity to cheer plenty of victories 
during the season. As a local company, 
Rifina looks forward to the opportunity 
of developing and strengthening the 
partnership with Tewkesbury School and the 
local community”.

Mr Lockwood, Head of Rugby said,  “The 
sponsorship from Rifina is really appreciated 
and we can now put some of the money 
that was raised last year towards a new 
set of shirts that are needed for the team’s 
eagerly anticipated rugby tour to Cumbria in 

Mr Lockwood
Physical Education

RIFINA RUGBY KIT SPONSORSHIP

February.   The tour will consist of two nights 
and three days away, playing two teams, one 
of which will be versus Carlisle RFC who are 
a very successful Northern club.  Further kit 
sponsorship from our local community is 
always very welcome”.  

‘As a local 
company, Rifina 
looks forward to 
developing and 
strengthening the 
partnership with 
Tewkesbury School’ 

‘...it is most 
important to 
listen to the young 
person as they try 
to articulate why 
they feel the way 
they do...’ 

Tewkesbury School’s 1st XV rugby team captain Archie Done with Dean Lee and Richard Bartlam from Rifina

Our generous students have raised over 
£5,000 so far this year.  After a non-

uniform day, a ‘Paddle Power’ event was 
organised  in September by Year 13 business 
students and was supported by GE Aviation.   
£3,767.28 was raised in aid of Help for 
Heroes.  

In November, the students held another non-
uniform day in aid of BBC Children in Need 
and students in Year 7 also carried out other 
sponsored activities which took the total 
raised for this to £1,474.46.

Well done everyone on this amazing effort! 
If you would like to comment on 
this article, please Email us at 
feedback@ tewkesburyschool.org

Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

AUTUMN TERM CHARITY FUNDRAISING

Help for 
Heroes - 
£3729.28

Children in 
Need 2015
£1,474.46

GRAND TOTAL
£5,203.74

If you would like to comment on 
this article, please Email us at 
feedback@tewkesburyschool.org

This term, we have enhanced our communications with parents by introducing 
a new and improved system allowing families to receive important information 
which is sent directly to an email address.

The communications include letters, reminders about events, school up-dates 
and most importantly your child’s end of term progress report.

It is essential that we are kept informed of any change of email address. 
If you have not already supplied us with your email addresses, please contact 
office@tewkesburyschool.org

YOU’VE GOT MAIL

mailto:%20Andree.willoughby%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=
mailto:%20Andree.willoughby%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=
mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
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In a recent speech, Nick Gibb, the Minister 
of State for Education, said that schools 

should adopt a “no excuses” culture based 
on strong academic standards, a tough 
stance on discipline and an emphasis on 
good manners.

As an experienced politician, Mr Gibb is an 
expert at saying fairly obvious things and 
you will not find many schools around the 
country that are not doing their very best 
to make this happen in sometimes difficult 
circumstances.  

and there are certainly gaps that need to be 
plugged.

We were lucky enough to host Mick Waters, 
a nationally-renowned education expert, 
during one of our recent INSET days. Much of 
what he said was interesting and motivating 
but the thing that resonated with me was 
the point he made about equality in 
education. He argued that some young 
people in our communities don’t find life 
difficult because of a lack of qualifications 
or through laziness – it’s because nobody 
has explained “the etiquette and tactics for 
success.”

What he meant was that only some people 
are told about the unwritten rules of life and 
others have to figure out for themselves 
that a firm handshake, lots of contacts, a 
charming manner, self-confidence and 
a breadth of experiences are the keys to 
success.

Traditionally, this has been the realm of 
expensive public schools. Their students 
get the same quality of teaching and do the 
same exams as those in any state school but 
their extended days and significantly higher 
funding give them the opportunities to do 
so many things outside the classroom to 
build a self-assured and rounded individual.

Many of our parents emulate this by making 
sure that their child is involved in clubs and 
activities both inside and out of Tewkesbury 
School. A recent Year 7 student survey 
showed that the vast majority do at least 
one thing (and most do more) but sadly 
there are still a minority whose life revolves 
around reluctantly attending school, playing 
video games and managing their social 
media profile. This might be the path of least 
resistance for some but it is doing them no 
favours when others are being encouraged 
to go to museums and art galleries, read 
newspapers, take up hobbies, raise money 
for charity, do extra work experience 
and watch documentaries as well as The 
X Factor. There isn’t an exam at the end of 
this but the advantages are clear for all to 
see and we must do what we can to decode 
the hidden rules and give the students of 
Tewkesbury the same head-start in life as 
anyone else. 

In return I promise to keep my elbows off the 
table in future.  

If you would like to comment on 
this article, please Email us at 
feedback@tewkesburyschool.org

EDUCATION MATTERS
Mr Steele
Deputy Headteacher

Sports Centre Christmas 
Opening Hours 2015

We are open until 23rd December 2015 
and re-open on 2nd January 2016

Sunday roller disco 3:30pm to 5:00pm - will run until 20th December
£3.00 per person

Sunday family swim session 10:00am to midday - will run until 20th December
£2.50 adult, £1.50 children. Under 4s Free.

Get your last-minute Christmas shopping whilst the children 
have fun here at Tewkesbury School Sports Centre!  

We have multi-sports and Christmas craft holiday courses running on 
21st, 22nd, 23rd December from 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

Suitable for children aged 5-13 years.

To book a place email sportscentre@tewkesburyschool.org or 01684 293953

Regular badminton slots available – 5:30pm to 6:30pm 
and 6:30pm to 7:30pm on Wednesdays

Adult lane swimming session – Thursdays 6:00pm to 8:00pm
£3.00 per person, per session.

Planning a child’s birthday party? Why not have one with us! 
 Prices start from just £26 per hour. Hot and cold party food packages available. 

For further information, please visit the Sports Centre page at 
www.tewkesburyschool.org 

Tewkesbury School Sports Centre  |  Ashchurch Road   
Tewkesbury  |  GL20 8DF  |  01684 293953 

During his speech, he used the example 
of the Michaela Free School in North 
London, which has introduced a “family-
style lunch” where children learn how to 
socialise over a meal and serve food to one 
another, providing them with the “character 
traits needed to succeed in life.”

I have to admit to having dreadful table 
manners – elbows on the table; not using 
my knife or fork in the approved manner; 
brown sauce and ketchup on bacon 
sandwiches. Fortunately, I have my wife to 
constantly point out my shortcomings in 
this area and help me to improve; although 
this is taking longer than she was hoping.

However, do children really need to be 
taught this sort of thing in school? Isn’t 
this what families need to deal with 
themselves?

The short answer is yes: of course we 
would hope that families are teaching the 
“soft” skills to enable children to engage 
successfully in society. However, this isn’t 
necessarily happening across the board 

‘...we must do 
what we can 
to decode the 
hidden rules 
and give the 
students of 
Tewkesbury 
the same head-
start in life as 
anyone else... ’ 

Our new crowd funding campaign aims to ensure that businesses, parents and 
the local community are aware of the steps they can take to ‘Get Involved’ and 
support the young people of Tewkesbury in achieving good outcomes at school 

and improving their future life chances. Could you help us with our ‘Inspired 
Learning Facilities’ campaign or our ‘Social Times’ project?

Please support us in any way you can by pledging money, resources or time. 
Thank you.

For further information or to make a donation 
visit www.supporttewkesburyschool.org

mailto:feedback%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Kudos%20Feedback
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