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EDIE IS ONE 
TO WATCH

Since her success at the 2013 Cheltenham 
Fashion Show, talented Year 13 Textiles 

student Edita Kelsey (Keller) continues to 
flourish as a young fashion designer.

She is set to showcase her capsule collection 
of garments at Birmingham’s Fashion, 
Embroidery and Stitch Show from the 
19th to the 22nd of March at the NEC.
She will also model items from her collection 
on the runway as well as modelling key 
pieces from other designers’ collections. 
The opportunity to create a collection of 
garments arose in June 2014 when she 
entered her AS level textiles final piece, the 
‘eye dress’ (photographed above) into the 
Young Fashion Designer UK, which she won.  

Edie said, “Winning the competition 
last year was a huge surprise as well 
as a great achievement and ever since, 

my feet haven’t touched the ground!
The prize I was given has provided me with 
a priceless opportunity. I had a week of work 
experience with the IDC Academy of Fashion 
and Textile Arts in Worcestershire and during 
that time I began to design and create my 
capsule collection.  The collection was then 
shown in Birmingham for the Midlands 
Fashion Awards in November 2014, as 
well as Birmingham’s Fashion Stitch and 
Embroidery Show. Finally the collection will 
be shown in London in April.

Edie says “For my collection I decided to 
continue the theme of my ‘eye dress’ and 
used my original piece as an inspiration.  
During the week at the IDC I dedicated 
the majority of my time to designing the 
collection and began block patterns for 
a few garments. Making the complete 
collection was very challenging as I 
also had coursework for my final year of 
A levels which in itself is demanding.   
The financial costs to make the collection 
were very high and not ordinarily something 
that a full time A level student is able to 
afford. Consequently, I had to use fabrics 
that I already had and made use of scraps.

This was very frustrating, but I believe that it 
was a valuable lesson as it made me use my 
initiative and was a challenge that I was able 
to overcome. 

During the Summer of 2014, as part of my 
work experience, I worked backstage at 
the NEC for the Festival of Quilts where I 
also modelled for the Russian Collection. 
The experience as a whole was very valuable. 
I then dedicated my time to making the 
majority of the collection and within 5 
months I had managed to complete it - an 
achievement which I was very proud of as 
every piece was extremely time consuming 
having being created from scratch.”

“My collection has already been to the Fashion 
Awards in Birmingham and was admired by 
lots of professionals and existing designers 
along with new fashion design graduates. 
I have been able to meet some amazing 
people from the industry. I was recently 
asked to attend the London Fashion Week 
and I continue to build new contacts. 
I have enjoyed the amazing opportunity I 
was given, learning new things, meeting 
new people and making a collection to be 

shown at high profile events. It has been very 
exciting”.

Tamsin Cummins (Brunel), textiles teacher 
said, “The work produced by our A level 
textiles students last year and this year has all 
been exceptional. The school is very proud of 
the all the students who made it through to 
the final of UK Young Fashion Designer. Since 
winning the prize, Edie has shown massive 
dedication and determination to produce 
this collection on her own which reflects 
the raw talent and potential this young 
lady has.  The Sixth Form students are really 
excited about going to see Edie’s collection 
on a professional catwalk at the NEC. It is an 
amazing opportunity for Edie and a fantastic 
way to showcase the exceptionally talented 
students we have at Tewkesbury School”.

Edie is now in the process of applying to go on 
to study at one of the world’s leading centres 
for art and design education - the University 
of the Arts London.  She has such incredible 
potential and we wish her continued success 
as she pursues her ambitions in the world of 
fashion and design.  Good luck Edie!   
Written by Lyndsey Woodward, Marketing Manager

‘The prize I was 
given has provided 
me with a priceless 
opportunity ’ 

Nicole Wood (Year 13), Megan Thomas (Year 13), Ella Kelsey (Year 11), Edie Kelsey, (Year 13) centre, models her ‘eye dress’, Harriet Fitzgerald (Year 12), Lucy Carpmael (Year 13), Jenna Roberts (Year 12) and Zoe Mumford (Year 13) all model Edie’s collection.
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‘We all have a 
responsibility to 
the education of 
all youngsters 
in Tewkesbury ’ 

It is easy to understand the importance 
of community for your children. Being 

involved in a community of family, friends, 
relations and neighbours is a vital part of 
their development.  

Family gives a child support, a sense of 
belonging, a strong sense of self and a sense 
of connection.  As a consequence, they feel 
emotionally and physically safe and valued; 
they develop social abilities and have a 
sense of sharing and caring for each other.  
Without being part of a community, a child 
soon feels isolated and alone, has a feeling 
of unworthiness, feels like a failure and 
starved of love.  Belonging to a community 
of whatever description, whether a school, 
book group, sports club or choir brings 
with it many benefits but also brings 
with it responsibility, commitment and 
expectations.

from our local community and take our 
responsibilities most seriously.  

The importance of community is clear 
through our established links in the local 
area that help enrich students’ learning and 
personal development.  The local Rotary 
Club, Severnvale Housing, Tewkesbury Sea 
Cadets, Boys Brigade, local sports clubs, 
nursing homes and local businesses are just 
some of the partners that we have which 
benefit the young people.  We are proud of 
our links with the town and recognise the 
support we receive from being the only 
secondary school in Tewkesbury.  

Amongst many benefits, community brings 
a reality to learning.  There is a real purpose 
in being invited to perform at The Roses 
Theatre or sing at a residential care home 
or help fund-raise for dementia sufferers.  
Children love doing things ‘for real’; catering 
for the Town Mayor or manning stalls at 
community fairs and events. Critically, 
community also encourages young people 
to consider others as well as themselves and 
this can help develop in them a generosity 
of spirit, a sense of purpose and a real feeling 
of personal satisfaction beyond self.

We all have a responsibility to the education 
of all youngsters in Tewkesbury not just our 
own.  Many do not benefit from the same 
privileges and advantages as our own 
children and they need every bit of care and 
support.  By way of example, we have 36 
Young Carers at the school who, day after 
day, tend to the needs of family members.  
They are the ones that cook, shop, wash, iron 
and look after their younger siblings.  They 
don’t crave attention or reward, quite the 
reverse in fact.

We value tremendously the links we have 
with our feeder schools and continue to 
work hard to make the transition from 
junior school as smooth and stress-free as 
possible.

We all have a responsibility for Education 
in Tewkesbury and I remain deeply grateful 
for the support we receive from parents, 
partners and the community at large.  You 
really do make a difference!  

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Mr G M Watson
Headteacher

THE IMPORTANCE 
OF COMMUNITY 

with the latest news from Tewkesbury School on twitter,  follow @tewkschool
keep in touch...

Reception: 01684 292152   Email: office@tewkesburyschool.org    
Website: www.tewkesburyschool.org

In February, twenty of our Year 7 and 8 
students attended a workshop which 

provided them with a unique opportunity 
to create and record a song in a day.  

The workshop was very generously funded 
by the Gloucestershire Healthy Living and 
Learning Team (GHLL), was delivered by 
‘The Songwriting Charity’ and focused on 
a theme of resilience.  The students spent 
time discussing resilience and why it was 
such a good skill to have.  Each group used 
what they had learnt during the workshop 

to create a verse around that theme.
The verses were compiled in a song entitled 
‘All You Need is Resilience’. 

With the help of the Kat and Ben from the 
charity the group created a melody to put 
the song to.  They sang and recorded the 
final piece which can be listened to by 
following this link https://soundcloud.com/
the-songwriting-charity/all-you-need-is-
resilience.

Year 7 Harriet Bailey (Keller) said, “I had a 
great time at the resilience workshop. I met 
lots of new people; it was a challenge but 
I had lots of fun.  Ben and Cat were really 
exciting people.  I would love to do this 
again – thank you!”

I’m sure you will agree the song sounds 
great - definitely one that sticks in your 
head!  

RESILIENCE WORKSHOP
Rachel Done, PSHE
Keller

Tewkesbury School Year 8 students are 
continuing to lead the way in their 

work on the Prime Minister’s “Challenge on 
Dementia Project”.  

At the end of the programme our students 
made their pledges to continue to raise 
awareness and each student has become 
a “Dementia Friend”.  This has helped the 
organisation surpass their hope to recruit 1 
million friends by 2015; they are now up to 
1,018,780 which is a phenomenal figure.  

We are also continuing to enjoy our trips 
into the community. A recent visit to 
Ashchurch View Care Home saw five Year 
8 students selecting a poem to read to the 
residents along with Sam Strachan, Year 
11 (Hodgkin) entertaining the audience 
with a medley of songs and guitar playing.   

Rachel Done, PSHE
Keller

DEMENTIA CHALLENGE

The residents and students alike really 
enjoyed the experience and we look 
forward to our next visit.   

In March we are lucky enough to be 
hosting a drama performance by the 
theatre company ‘The Reckless Kettle’ who 
will perform a poignant story based on 
the writer’s real experiences of living with 
dementia. The same company has also 
agreed to run a puppetry workshop with 
our Year 10 students who have been using 
the theme of dementia for their assessed 
drama performances.  We are also heavily 
involved in the planning and development 
of a theatre production which will take 
place at the Roses Theatre in 2016.

Anyone interested in becoming a dementia 
friend can visit www.dementiafriends.org.uk
Tewkesbury School is working hard towards 
being recognised as a Dementia Friendly 
School and I am incredibly proud of our 
students and all that has been achieved by 
them so far.  

Sam Strachan Year 11 performs

Jessica Hopkins Year 8 reads her poem

Tewkesbury School is in itself a community 
but serves the broader community around 
it and links with many other community 
groups that help support the development 
of your children.  We are grateful for 
the wealth of opportunity we receive 

Good luck to Year 11 and 13 in their forthcoming 
examinations. Year 11, don’t forget GCSE Pod.
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On Friday 30th January, The Girls Get SET 
team from Tewkesbury School headed 

over to St. Edward’s School, Cheltenham 
to take part in a science, engineering and 
technology workshop. The Girls Get SET 
scheme was founded by GE Aviation, 
Bishops Cleeve by female engineers 
and promotes science, engineering and 
technology (SET) career opportunities 
through a series of event days, projects and 
careers workshops.  

The Tewkesbury team consisted of myself 
along with Alex Baird (Hodgkin), Nadia 
Kashoo (Hodgkin) and Anna Biddulph-
Davies (Brunel).  Upon arrival we were 
put into teams of four with each team 
comprising girls from different schools in 
the area.  The challenge for the day was to 
create an aerodynamic vehicle that would 
travel the furthest along a piece of string. 
Two balloons would propel the ‘plane’ and 
the team whose invention travelled the 
furthest would win.  

In our teams, we began to plan our designs 
and prepared a pitch to present to the rest of 
the room.  One by one, groups had to stand 
at the front and explain our models, in the 

Evie Stewart-Davis, Year 8
Elgar

‘GIRLS GET SET’ AT TEWKESBURY SCHOOL

hope of winning the ‘Best Pitch’ award at the 
end of the day. Walking up to the front of 
the hall to present to the other teams was 
certainly a nerve-wracking experience!

After a break, we sourced materials to create 
the models. This part of the task was based 
around budgeting and money skills. We had 
£8 to spend and materials were different 
prices. Each group bought an individual set 
of items, depending on their design. We had 
an hour and a half to build our prototypes 
before the testing session began.

On either side of the hall, two lengths of 
rope were tied (about 10m), ready for the 
first group to test their design. The tension 
mounted…

My group tested first, we attached the 
‘plane’ to the rope and placed the balloons 
into the model. Our plane started quickly, 
but slowed after about four metres, until 
finally coming to a standstill around 5.5 
metres away from the start line.  Following 
us, the other groups tested their products, 
some were faster, some didn’t even move at 
all, but only two made it to the end, one of 
which was the design of Nadia Kashoo and 
Anna Biddulph-Davies from Tewkesbury 
School!  

Finally, at the end of the day, there was an 
award ceremony.  Alex and I (along with 
the girls from Pates, Mi-Ha and Jasmine) 
were really happy to win the award for 
‘Best Pitch’.    Overall, we all had a great day 
and we may consider taking up a career in 
Engineering.  

Evie Stewart-Davis (Elgar) and Alex Baird (Hodgkin) 
with team-mates making their ‘pitch’.

Invites you to an Auction of Promises
Saturday 25th April 2015   |    7.00pm - 11.00pm

TO BE HELD AT:  Tewkesbury School (Gym), Ashchurch Road, 
Tewkesbury,  Gloucestershire GL20 8DF

Entertainment and licensed bar available throughout the evening
A FULL LIST OF THE PROMISES CAN BE VIEWED AT:

www.tewkesburyschool.org
Proceeds towards new outdoor seating for students.

Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

A HUNDRED FOR THE HEART

Good luck to science teacher, 
Ms Mead, who has set 

herself an exercise challenge “a 
hundred for the heart” to raise 

money for the British Heart Foundation.  

In February, staff at the school raised £100 
by taking part in the national ‘Wear it Red’ 
Day. Ms Mead is now planning to do 100 
miles of exercise to raise even more money 
for the charity.  The challenge will involve 
her running the Silverstone Half Marathon 

later this month; running 26 miles in the 
Manchester Marathon in April and cycling 
50 miles in the Cotswold Bike Ride in May.  
She’ll finish the challenge with a triathlon 
which she’ll complete in June.   Ms Mead’s 
dad suffers from cardiomyopathy and 
supporting this cause is very close to her 
own heart!   Her target is to raise £1,000. 

If you would like to show your support and 
sponsor her, her Just Giving link is https://
www.justgiving.com/Nancy-Mead  

Rachel Done, PSHE
Keller

DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP

At the end of last term we held our first 
Diabetic Support Group and are now 

looking forward to the next one. We have 
7 diabetic students at Tewkesbury School 
ranging from Year 7 through to Year 13.  All 
of the students agreed to attend the group 
which was held during lunchtime.

At the meeting the students introduced 
themselves and shared their experiences of 
diagnosis and how they managed their diet 
and insulin dependency. All the students 
agreed that they had enjoyed meeting each 
other and were keen to meet again each term.  

Lewis from Year 12 said, “Everyone was 
friendly and open and we all got chatting 

easily sharing stories and common 
occurrences; things we disliked and things 
we found funny.   It’s always nice to talk to 
people in the same situation that you are in.  
I feel that this group will be useful, especially 
for any younger students and those moving 
up from primary school, in case we have 
questions that we can’t answer ourselves.  It’s 
really good to see that students can help each 
other and be there for one another”.

I hope that the support group will continue to 
meet and be led by students for students.  If 
we should have any other diabetic students 
attending the school they will of course be 
most welcome to come along.  

During February, Young Gloucestershire visited Year 11s in assembly to introduce the 
National Citizen Service (NCS) to them.  Lots of Year 11s are really keen and have signed 
up for the programme already. I decided to sign up because after doing my bronze D of E 
award I wanted to try something different.  I heard about NCS in the assembly and liked 
the thought of having something to do with my friends once my exams are finished.    
NCS gives students the chance to take on new challenges and is a great opportunity 
to try new things, to help people in the community and will also look good on my CV!  
I’m really looking forward to participating in July.

For more information about the programme, visit www.ncsthechallenge.org

Bethan Whitehead, Year 11
Bronte

SIGN UP FOR THE NATIONAL CITIZEN SERVICE

Emily Farrington, Year 7
Keller

TRIP TO SEE AUTHOR CATHY CASSIDY

Tewkesbury School offers lots of 
amazing trips and opportunities for 

pupils that show interest in particular 
subjects. I’m really interested in reading 
and English and to reward me for the 
extra work I put into the subject, I was 
given the opportunity to go to Barnwood 
Park School to meet my favourite author, 
Cathy Cassidy. She was touring schools to 
promote her new book, Sweet Honey.  I 
felt really privileged to be chosen to go 
on the trip. 

For the first hour or so Cathy talked to 
us about her experiences as a writer and 
her new books.  When she had finished 
talking, we were given the opportunity 
to ask her some questions. This was really 
interesting because we were able to get a 
better understanding of her as a person. 
After that we had the chance to go and 
get one of her books from the Chocolate 
Box collection and have it signed by 
her and have our photo taken with her. 
I had so much fun! It was an amazing 
experience and a day I will never 
forget.  
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TEACHER TRAINING DAYS

One of our most popular INSET sessions this 
year involved all 120 of our teachers visiting 
another school.  Some teachers chose to 
visit colleagues at other local schools to 
look at issues linked to their subject area, 
while others focused on visiting another 
phrase – either university level or primary 
level education. This INSET was a way of 
dealing with the reduction in local authority 
support for schools as although academies 
offer greater freedom in some areas, without 
the careful maintenance of links between 
schools, we risk becoming isolated and 
insular. Teachers found it reassuring and 
interesting to see how similar challenges 
were being met in other schools and enjoyed 
gleaning new ideas that will make our 
school even better. Many professional links 
were forged and everyone returned to school 
buzzing with ideas.

Another training session focused on sharing 
good practice in differentiation – the way 
that teachers need to personalise learning 
for students.  Mrs Newcombe (Brunel) 
and Mr Willgoss (Bronte) demonstrated 
their strategies to their colleagues which 
included providing additional support 
material, setting extension tasks, targeting 
different levels of questions at different 
students or using different activities to 
extract learning.  Our promise is that every 
student, regardless of their ability, should 
find work at Tewkesbury School engaging 
and challenging.

The training programme for next year is 
already being written and highlights will 
include a presentation by Professor Mick 
Waters at the Roses Theatre and teachers 
speed-dating each other for lesson activity 
ideas. Next time you are relaxing at home on 
an INSET day and you feel your ears burning, 
you will know that your teachers are talking 
about you and the best techniques to help 
you achieve your learning goals.  

Though INSET days might mean a day-
off for our students, the hard work 

continues for our teachers. I thought you 
might like to know that our teachers spend 
their training sessions refreshing their 
pedagogical skills, working in teams to 
develop their curriculum areas, becoming 
better informed about the needs of certain 
students, moderating assessments and 
sharing good practice. 

This academic year started with developing 
our training about diabetes, anaphylaxis 
and how to use epi-pens. We have 
approximately 15 students who might 
need support with these conditions and it 
is important that any teacher will be able 
to identify the warning signs so that every 
student receives immediate help. Many 
primary parents or parents of children with 
recent diagnoses worry about how their 
child will cope at secondary school, but 
with well-distributed medical lists, support 
plans and regular interaction with the first 
aid room to check blood sugar levels, there 
are lots of people looking out for students 
and on-hand to help them manage their 
conditions. 

A recent trend in our INSET days has 
been to use the wonderful space of The 
Roses Theatre for motivational talks.  In 
September 2014 The Roses kindly hosted 
us when Sir John Jones gave a presentation 
about ‘The Magic Weaving Business’ – how 
the caring relationships that teachers have 
with their students make all the difference 
in inspiring them. Tewkesbury School 
teachers were joined by colleagues from 
our partner primary schools and other 
local secondary schools and, thanks to 
Sir John’s entertaining and inspiring 
presentation, all left the theatre feeling 
uplifted and reminded about the real 
purpose of becoming teachers and working 
in education.  

Ms de Glanville
Assistant Headteacher

One of the focuses for our School 
Improvement Plan has been to 

develop the way that feedback is given at 
Tewkesbury School.  For many years there 
has been lots of good practice in the school 
with fantastic examples of marking but, like 
OFSTED, we felt that it wasn’t consistent 
enough across the whole school, with 
every teacher. Two years ago we introduced 
a new system and after various cycles of 
reminding, sampling and monitoring, I am 
now delighted with the quality of feedback 
that is being given in every subject area.  

The principles are simple:  teachers give 
their feedback in red pen and identify 
WWW (what went well) and HTI (how to 
improve). They also identify spelling errors 
with “Sp”. Students are expected to respond 
in green pen.  They are expected to answer 
a question related to the HTI and possibly 
do a further extension task. Best practice is 
when this DIRT – dedicated improvement 
and reflection time – is built into a segment 
of the lesson. Peer assessments (when 
students are guided to mark each other’s 

Ms de Glanville
Assistant Headteacher

MARKING

work) is also marked in green. Teaching 
Assistants add their comments in purple 
pen.  

The system is working well and all 
homework and assessments are marked in 
this way.  Classwork books and notes are 
given a light ½ termly check as it is more 
important that the teacher spends their 
finite time thoroughly marking assessments 
which indicate levels of understanding 
as this in turn determines planning. 
Parents can support our marking policy 
at home by making sure that students 
are equipped with a green pen and that 
they are responding to the feedback that 
has been given.  We want feedback to be 
kind (and honest), helpful and specific 
so that every student is clear about their 
next steps. Gone are the days of mindless 
teacher comments such as “VG”, “see me” 
or “must try harder” and in their place are 
comments that praise, coach and support 
learning to encourage students to achieve 
their potential.  

The Year 8 House dance competition 
winners were: In the set solo: Megan Pitt 
(Keller) and Caitlin Lochhead (Keller).  
In the group dance: Sophie Michell with 
Jazmine Parrott (Bronte) and Esme 
Price with Cliona Vaughan-Spruce 
(Hodgkin). 

The Year 7 winners of the House art 
competition to make a peg doll were: 
Megan Brookes (Brunel), Abigail 
Johnstone (Hodgkin), Lola-Rose Cripps 
(Priestley), Mackenzie Wilson (Keller).                          

Congratulations to Morgan Monks 
Year 9 (Priestley) who has been made 
Worcestershire U14 County Captain in Rugby.

Max Rendell Year 9 (Brunel) has been 
selected for the Gloucestershire Rugby Elite 
Developing Player Programme and will be 
representing the County at several rugby 
festivals this season. 

Luke Kearns Year 9 (Brunel) ran at the 
National Cross Country championships and 
has been selected as one of 48 athletes to 
represent Gloucestershire.

Alexandra Baird Year 8 (Hodgkin) was 
made player of the tournament for her 
netball team during a regional competition.

HALL OF FAME
Congratulations to Year 13s Ryan Wilson 
(Hodgkin) and Callum Davidson (Bronte) 
from our Boys U19 squash team who 
became squash inter-county champions in 
January.  The boys U19 squash team made it 
through to the final of the National Schools 
Championship played in Manchester in 
March.  They competed against the final 8 
teams from some of the most elite schools in 
the country.   We have the best squash team 
from a state school in the country.  

The Y8 and Y11 football teams have 
had a successful season reaching the 
district semi-finals.  The senior team are 
currently competing for the district league. 
Go Tewkesbury!

Well done to Year 11 Health and Social Care 
students, Sophie Jones (Keller), Ashleigh 
Price (Keller), Tia Pepperell (Keller) and 
Emma Campbell (Bronte) who have 
been involved in helping at events at Marina 
Court.  The residents commented how bright, 
sociable and confident the students were. 

Congratulations to Jason Sadler, Liam 
Atkins, Rachel Hamilton and Lucy 
Hall who have have all had their Gold Duke 
of Edinburgh Awards authorised and will 
soon be heading to the Palace to collect their 
awards.  
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Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

LIFE AFTER TEWKESBURY SCHOOL

Liam Masters who was in Year 11 (Keller) last 
year is now studying at Welbeck Defence 

Sixth Form College, near Loughborough.   
Welbeck is a boarding college which 
accepts students wishing to take their first 
steps towards a career as an engineer 
or technical officer in the Armed Forces 
and Civil Service. It provides students with 
a secured place at high-end universities 
across the country, followed by initial officer 
training for their service as an engineer.  

Liam achieved excellent GCSE results which 
set him in good stead for life at Welbeck 
(Biology B; Business Studies C; Chemistry 
D; English Language A; English Literature 
A*; Mathematics A; Physical Education C; 
Physics B; Religious Studies B; Spanish C). 
During February, I caught up with him to 
see how he was settling in.

Liam said, “I am now at Welbeck 
studying AS level politics, geography and 

Liam Masters who was in Y11 last year and 
now at Welbeck Defence Sixth Form College.

LIAM MASTERS – 
WELBECK DEFENCE 
SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Martin Thomas
Director of Business Management

NEW CATERING PARTNER APPOINTED

Following an exhaustive tender process we 
are delighted to announce that ‘Catering by 

Churchill’ have been selected by Tewkesbury 
School as its new catering provider. Their 

team are very excited about working at the 
school and their services will commence after 
the Easter break.  There are some exciting 
developments planned for the service.  

Catering by Churchill is a specialist catering 
provider operating within the education 

Do you use the canteen? Do you enjoy your lunch? Is it expensive? Why are the queues so 
long?  These were just a few of the questions that we were asked before being involved in 

the selection committee for the new school caterers.  

Three high ranking local catering companies each had 45 minutes to convince the boardroom full 
of hungry students, staff and governors that we should employ them. It was a bit like Masterchef 
meets Dragons’ Den, 1st prize - a three year catering contract with the school!

A small group of students from the Junior Leadership Team (JLT), including myself, joined 
various governors and officials to determine which company would supply our school with 
food, hospitality and catering. The companies were given a brief and were told what they 
had to bring; this included a menu and a selection of cold food - what a selection of food 
it was!  Sandwiches, pasta and cheesecakes were just a few of the delicious treats we were 
served. We even got to try a Brussels sprout cake that they so smartly renamed a ‘festive 
sponge’!  Joking aside, we were shown innovative ideas and suggestions for things such as 
a Sixth Form café and a ‘lunchbox’ that would essentially be an outside canteen. The menus 
were nothing short of brilliant with continental food like Malaysian noodles, the classics like 
Bolognese and cottage pies, as well as the routine sarnies and salads.

As a result of the input from the JLT students the ‘main meal’ price will reduce from £2.40 
to £1.75 after Easter. Queues will soon be shorter as the ‘Pods’ serving hot and cold food 
outside are set in place and there will be new healthy, interesting food introduced into the 
school canteens. 

Hopefully you will agree that the canteen services, all-round, are better. There will be a 
regular review of the catering facilities and your opinion DOES matter! So don’t be afraid 
to get in touch.   

mathematics. The courses are accompanied 
by military training, known as MSLT.
This training is a major part of our 
preparation for our careers in the Quad-
Service environment. The sessions can 
involve everything from military skills to 
physical training or leadership skills. 

The college and its courses are aimed 
towards providing students with the 
training and qualifications they need to 
get through university and initial officer 
training. I personally am one of few non-
engineering students at the college and 
rather than attending university after I 
finish here, I will go straight to the British 
Royal Naval College at Dartmouth to begin 
my training as a Warfare Officer in the Royal 
Navy. This role entails the navigation of the 
ship as well as working with the operations 
room to operate the ship in a combat role.

Life so far at Welbeck has been brilliant.  
Despite the massive workload and long 
hours, the college has an excellent social 
life. We have many socials involving our 
tutor groups, houses or college-wide. 
These allow us to forget about the day to day 

stress and burdens and to get to know the 
other students behind the uniform. Another 
great highlight of the course is our military 
exercises which put us out on the training 
areas for a few nights and teach us key skills 
for a life in the armed forces.  So long as you 
get stuck into the exercises they become a 
great laugh no matter the weather.

Looking back to my time at Tewkesbury 
School I would say that this is where I 
discovered my aptitude for sprinting and 
went on to run in the Diamond league last 
year. My advice to younger students would 
be to not bother yourself with what everyone 
else is doing. Choose the GCSE subjects that 
you enjoy and at the same time provide you 
with opportunities for the future. Then just 
give it your all! Focus on enjoying school and 
the opportunities you get whilst you can, as 
life gets a lot more challenging afterwards!

All in all, enjoy your time at Tewkesbury 
School; it is where I found good friends along 
with many memorable experiences being 
guided by good teachers who put up with 
me and moulded me from Year 7 all the way 
up to my exams and to where I am now.”  

sector. They work with many schools and 
colleges delivering great fresh food.  They 
are all too aware that customers like us want 
lovely fresh food, at the right price and served 
quickly by friendly staff.  As a company, their 
ethos is to produce a menu that offers the 
highest quality, locally sourced ingredients.

Service improvements: We have a 
number of new developments planned 
during the first year, all of which offer 
benefits to students, parents, teaching staff 
and the wider school family.

A new food offer and image:  The 
Urban Fresh concept offers a great range 
of hot and cold foods all professionally 
presented. It includes a range of fresh and 
healthy products.  It’s not just the food that 
will look different!  You will also see a change 
in the look of all the catering outlets.

A new Café for the Sixth Form:  The 
Cafe Perk will offer great hot beverages and 
a wide range of hot and cold snack foods. 
Following a building programme, this 
new café will be located in the Sixth Form 
common room area and we are hoping that 
if the building goes to plan it will be open for 
business after the half term break in May.

A new Pod outlet: This will be located 
outdoors in the playing area at the back of the 
Year 7 and 8 dining area. The new pod will 
be open daily offering a wide range of drinks 
and hot and cold snacks. There is a little work 
to do to install the pod but we are hoping to 
have it in place around the same time as the 
Sixth Form Café.

A new way of paying for your meals:  

STUDENT VOICE - YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
Kieran Galpin, Year 12 - Brunel

We are working towards the installation of a 
cashless catering system and hope to start 
using this system as soon as is practicable. 
This system offers many benefits, not least 
reduced queuing times and the ability for 
parents to have a degree of influence over 
what is being purchased via the option of 
online payment. This particular project is 
reasonably technical and we will keep you 
posted as to our progress.

Better value for money: We know that 
good value for money is very important and 
with this in mind Catering by Churchill have 
decided to make a number of changes to the 
current tariff:

The whole team at Catering by Churchill are 
looking forward to working with us.  If you 
would like further information, please visit 
www.cateringbychurchill.co.uk  

	 A range of morning
 break items will be
 available at 55p
	 A range of lunchtime 
 foods on offer at 99p
	 All main meal deals 
 will now be sold  at 
 £1.75
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‘...an exciting 
opportunity for 
Year 7 students to 
learn to play brass 
instruments’ 

Gloucestershire Music is currently 
working alongside the Music 

department to offer an exciting opportunity 
for Year 7 students to learn to play brass 
instruments. 

A small group of 15 children from Year 
7 have been selected to attend the 15 
week long course which is entirely free 
of charge.  The course is intended to lead 
to the students signing-up for regular 
individual tuition at the end of the 15 
weeks. We currently have a large uptake 
of students learning the guitar, woodwind 
and strings this term through our own “in 
house” taster sessions and hope to boost 

interest in students learning the trumpet 
and euphonium. 

We hope all the students on the course 
enjoy their experience and will consider 
taking up regular brass tuition.”  

LESSONS ARE MUSIC TO THEIR EARS 
Mrs Pope
Head of Music

Plans are now in full swing for the 
Biodiversity trip to Honduras which takes 

place from 8th July to 21st July 2015. The 
trip, which is run by Operation Wallacea, 
will give seventeen Year 10, 11 and 12 
students an adventure of a lifetime visiting 
the cloud forests of Cusuco National Park. 
The students are working hard to fund the 
trip which costs £2,450.  In February, Year 
11 Danielle Bailey organised for X Factor 
singer John Adams to perform a concert at 
the school to raise money towards the cost.

During the trip the students will help to 
survey one of the world’s rarest and most 
endangered forest types. The students will 

Ms Mead
Science

HONDURAS 2015 – AN ADVENTURE OF 
A LIFETIME AWAITS 

complete jungle survival skills training, 
monitor forest structures and work with 
an international team of biodiversity 
scientists.  The projects include; sampling; 
using mist nets and point counting of 
birds; live trapping for small mammals and 
spotlighting for amphibians and reptiles. 
During the week the students will also 
complete a course on neotropical forest 
ecology. In the second week the intrepid 
travellers will be based on Utila Island and 
will learn to dive to PADI open water level 
and complete a Caribbean reef ecology 
course. 

Ms Mead, the expedition leader and teacher 
of Biology, said “I believe that this trip will 
offer the students a unique opportunity 
for taking part in real scientific research 
in a spectacular setting. The beauty of 
science is that it is hands-on; the trip has 
clear curriculum links and will enable the 
children to transfer classroom learning 
into amazing real life experiences. I’m very 
excited and the students involved are really 
positive and enthusiastic.”  

Robyn Davies (Year 13) and Jenna Roberts 
(Year 12) at the Mythe Bridge, Tewkesbury

Two and a half years ago students from 
Tewkesbury School became founder 

members of our Junior Rowing Club.  What 
has happened since has been an amazing 
experience for all concerned.  Over 100 
young people have tried the sport with us 
and the forty or more who have stayed have 
been a revelation.

Often youngsters feel they are no good at 
sport simply because they cannot hit, kick 
or catch a ball accurately.  Rowers do not 
need good hand and eye co-ordination but 
they do need two fundamental qualities in 
order to achieve.  These are – the ability to 
concentrate and endurance.

The many public schools where rowing 
takes place promote the sport precisely 
because these qualities also make for 
academic success and it is no coincidence 
that our rowers seem destined for higher 
education – indeed some already have 
their university offers.  Parents might also 
be interested to know that recently several 
universities have begun to offer rowing 
bursaries – some worth up to £5,000 per 
annum.

In our first year of competition we won nine 
events at various regattas.  This year I have 
lost count of our many wins but we expect 
around four at any single regatta event  
these days.

Tewkesbury School’s Jenna Roberts (Year 
12 Priestley) was invited to represent the 
West Midlands in the Junior Inter-regional 
Regatta where she won a silver medal.  She 
and her Tewkesbury School partner Robyn 
Davies (Year 13 Priestley) have competed at 
Henley Women’s Regatta and were finalists 
both at National Schools and National 
Junior Championships despite being J16 
and J17 in J18 events.  We have a J15 boys 
double which is currently,  we believe the 
fastest in the country.  Our J13’s and J14’s 
are developing well and have already won 
medals.  

Brian Curtis
AB Severn Junior Rowing

ROWING CLUB

Some of our junior rowers will go for 
GB trials next year and one J16 girl has 
already achieved the necessary 5-kilometre 
ergometer (rowing machine) score for last 
month’s trials at Boston in Lincolnshire.

Socially, the club is great fun.  Parents are 
heavily involved particularly at regatta 
time.  We hold a BBQ for members, guests 
and parents and last year had a fun 
regatta which, among other things called 
for members to compete by performing 
various acrobatics whilst standing balanced 
on the water in a single sculling boat!

From the start we did not set out a training 
regime but very soon our youngsters had 
done their research and decided what 
they needed to do in order to win.  As a 
result we have circuit training on Tuesdays 
after school and for the very serious crews 
– strength and conditioning weights on 
Thursday evenings at 7.30.  This gym 
training continues throughout the year.

Almost every day we have crews training 
on ergometers – some at 6.30am and of 
course we train in quads (4 rowers in a 
boat) and in double and single sculling 
boats over many miles on the water.  It has 
become not a question of AB Severn setting 
training schedules but rather more our 
young rowers demanding very high levels 
of quality coaching.

Our boats are modern but maintenance 
and repair costs take up all subscription 
income.  Through generous donation and 
sponsorship we have been able to expand 
the fleet and two new singles and a double 
have recently arrived.  To compete at the 
highest level and take on crews from Eton 
College – Royal Shrewsbury – Latymer 
Upper School and many others – we need 
an ‘eight’.  This will cost around £25,000 
so anyone with any money raising ideas 
will be most welcome to help, as would 
any business in the town with funds for 
sponsorship.

For the future we need to expand our intake 
of J13’s and J14’s as sadly our top girls and 
boys will be moving on to university this 
year and next.

They will leave a legacy which we will never 
forget.  They came to AB Severn and set 
unbelievably high standards for themselves.  
They are the most wonderful example to 
our younger members in racing, in training 
and above all in having fun.  It is a privilege 
to work with them all.  Those interested in 
trying the sport can contact Mr Gardner at 
Tewkesbury School at any time.   
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As I walked into the humanities block, 
a wave of nervousness crept over me. 

Have you ever had that feeling? I had a 
feeling that I wasn’t going to be with any of 
my friends, but luckily I was in a group with 
Max, Leo, Ethan and Taylor - result! 

Our first lesson was Business Studies with 
Mr Myers. Our task was to produce Mini 
cars out of card which we would sell to Mr 
Myers. Each team started with £100 which 
we had to use to buy resources. Scissors 
were £10, glue was £5, pencils were £15 
and the car templates were £2. Every now 
and then Mr Myers would come round and 
fine our work stations for being too messy 
or to give us a bonus for being tidy and 
organised! We weren’t allowed to move 
around with scissors because of health and 
safety regulations! My team took the roof 
off one of the cars to make a convertible! At 
the end of the session our team had made 
£148 profit.

After Business Studies our Year 8 guides, 
Evie Stewart-Davis (Elgar) and Jack Brinn 
(Elgar), took us to the canteen for lunch. 
My feelings had totally changed; I wasn’t 
nervous any more! I had a delicious roast 
dinner finished off with a scrumptious 

chocolate brownie and custard. 

James Wiseman
Year 5, Ashchurch School

We had a short break time after lunch 
when we played on the tennis courts. We 
got together with the Year 8s and the Year 5 
children from the other primary schools and 
played bulldog!

Next we all went to the Sports Hall for a PE 
session with Mr Hobbs. The only person I 
knew in my group for PE was Callum, but 
it was OK as it was really active and we 
were moving around quickly. There wasn’t 
really time to notice who was in your group! 
The activities we tried included basketball 
shooting, basketball dribbling, frisbee 
throwing and catching and forward rolls 
over an obstacle. I was worn out after PE!

Our last lesson of the day was French 
with Ms Irvine. We learnt a song all about 
Monseuir Puce (Mr Thumb) and Head, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes – all in French! 
We also played the French version of Simon 
says “Jacques a dit” which helped us to learn 
the parts of the body.  I was really good at 
it and I won!  I think that the day ran really 
smoothly, I had a lot of fun and I’m a lot less 
nervous about going to secondary school 
now!  

Thanks for your contribution to Kudos 
James – we look forward to seeing 
you at our Open Evening on Monday 
28th September 2015.

‘I had a lot of 
fun and I’m a 
lot less nervous 
about going to 
secondary school 
now! ’ 

MY DAY AT TEWKESBURY SCHOOL
Ms de Glanville
Assistant Head Teacher

YEAR 5 EXPLORATION WEEK

The first week in March brought not only clear skies but also bright and breezy Year 5 
students to Tewkesbury School.  During the course of the week we welcomed 289 

nine and ten year olds who each took part in one of 4 Exploration Days.  

The Exploration Days are one of the first stages in our highly acclaimed Progress to 
Tewkesbury School Programme, and they aim to familiarise local primary school 
students with their local secondary school and help develop their confidence about 
joining us.  Students attended a series of three lessons from: technology, geography, 
science, PE, French, Spanish, PSHE, drama, business studies and music. Year 8 
students served as guides to ensure that our visitors were well looked after as they 
moved around our spacious campus.  With transport and a delicious hot lunch in the 
canteen provided every day, the Y5 Exploration Days are a big financial investment 
for Tewkesbury School and though it might be tricky coordinating the diaries of our 
12 partner primaries and the timetables of the 25 members of Tewkesbury School 
specialist staff who made the Y5 week possible, the outcomes are fantastic as primary 
students feel more confident about the next phase of their education.  

‘It was great meeting 
all the children from the 
different primary schools 
and seeing them make 
new friends - they were 
all really well behaved.  
I look forward to seeing 
them again in two years’ 
time when they join us at 
Tewkesbury School’ 

Jack Brinn, Year 8, Elgar - one of our student 
tour guides during Y5 Exploration Week.

Expecting and Achieving Success

Open Evening |  28th September 2015 |  5.30pm - 7.30pm
Open Mornings |  29th, 30th September & 1st October |  9.15am - 11.15am

OPEN WEEK 2015

James from Ashchurch School enjoyed the Y5 
Exploration Week

After the Easter holidays we start the 
induction programme for children 

joining Year 7 in September.  We have an 
exciting programme of meetings, learning 
events and taster days all arranged with 
the aim of ensuring that children are given 
a supportive and welcoming start to their 
secondary schooling here.   We look forward 
to seeing you all.

Some dates for your diary: 
Wednesday 15th April 2015 
New Parents’ Evening from 
6.30pm - 7.30pm in the Sports Hall

Saturday 27th June 2015
Partnership Learning Event 
from 8.50am - 1.00pm 

Monday 6th & Tuesday 7th July 2015 
Taster Days from 8.30am - 3.25pm 

Monday 6th July 2015
Individual welcome meetings 
- during the evening

Ms de Glanville
Assistant Headteacher

‘We have been very 
impressed with the whole 
transition process 
and appreciate 
all the hard work 
and planning that 
has gone into it. 
Thank you for all 
the meetings 
and information 
and taster days. 
All of these 
helped to ease 
our son’s anxieties 
and helped us 
to support him 
through a time 
of big change.’Current Year 7 parent – parental 
survey 2015

WELCOME TO OUR FUTURE YEAR 7
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Between 27th February and 2nd March 
Samuel Harris, Mr Thomson and I 

visited the battlefields of the First World 
War. The visit was organised by the 
Institute of Education. Their aim is to send 
two students and one teacher from every 
state-funded school in England and Wales 
to the battlefields in the next four years as 
part of the commemorations for the 100th 
anniversary of the conflict. Samuel and I 
had been selected after writing about why 
it was we should go on this visit.

Our first afternoon and evening were 
spent at Grosvenor Hall in Ashford, Kent.
We participated in team-building 
activities to get to know the other 
forty students and staff on our tour. 
We also got to handle artefacts from 
the Great War and did some research 
about a local soldier from Tewkesbury.

After crossing the Channel we went to Ypres 
in Belgium where the British Army held the 
line during WW1.  We visited the village 
of Poperinge and saw the ‘death cells’ and 
Talbot House, where troops from the front 
would come to relax.  We then visited 
Lijssenthoek Cemetery, the second largest 
Commonwealth cemetery in the world, 
which was near the site of a British casualty 
clearing station in the war. This was a big eye 
opener to Samuel and me, to think so many 
young and old British and Commonwealth 
citizens came together to help with the war 
effort and paid the ultimate sacrifice. Our 
biggest shock was when Samuel called us 
over when he found the grave of a 15-year 
old Royal Scots Fusilier. This was a soldier 
who had lied about his age to join up and 
was killed when he was one year older 
than Samuel and me. We then returned to 
Ypres to participate in what was a definite 
highlight of the visit:  the Menin Gate 
ceremony.  It is here that they play the last 
post as a sign of remembrance every single 
night for the 54,896 soldiers whose names 
are on the gate and have no known grave.

Our third day was spent on the Somme 
battlefield investigating whether the 
1916 battle was really a disaster for the 
British Army. We visited places such 
as the Newfoundland Memorial Park 
at Beaumont-Hamel and the Thiepval 

Jack Green, Year 11
Priestley

FIRST WORLD WAR BATTLEFIELDS VISIT

Memorial. The Newfoundland Memorial 
Park contains preserved trenches where 
the 780 Newfoundlanders engaged the 
Germans on the first Day of the Battle of 
the Somme with 658 becoming casualties, 
devastating an entire community. The 
Thiepval Memorial is the biggest British 
war memorial in the world and is inscribed 
with 72,195 names of British and South 
African soldiers who have no known grave.  

We were also accompanied on our tour 
by a serving soldier from the British Army. 
It was fascinating to hear about what had 
and had not changed about being a soldier 
in the last 100 years. That evening we got 
to compare and handle the kit of a modern 
soldier and that of a First World War soldier.

‘... you will see any 
negative thinking 
confronted and myths 
challenged: “I can’t 
do it” becomes 
“I can’t do it yet!’ 

I am a big fan of Dame Helen Mirren. In a 
profession that apparently shuns older 

female actors, she continues to pick up lots 
of juicy roles. My personal favourites over 
the years include her hard-hitting portrayal 
of Jane Tennison in Prime Suspect and, 
more recently, her starring role in Calendar 
Girls.

We can forgive her for the occasional 
potboiler – everybody needs to make a 
living after all! However, given my subject 
area, I definitely can’t forgive her for the 
recent L’Oreal ad where she stated, “Age is 
just a number. And maths was never my 
thing.” 

Following pressure from the charity 
National Numeracy, along with others, 
L’Oreal sensibly decided to pull the advert.  
L’Oreal’s UK general manager Elen Macaskil 
said the comment was simply a fun 
reference to ageing and was never meant to 
be interpreted as negative towards maths.
She went on: “L’Oreal is a strong advocate 
of women in STEM [science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics] through our 
For Women in Science programme and as 
someone who did double maths A-level I 
fully support the manifesto for a numerate 
UK.” Phew!

You might think that this is an overly 
sensitive reaction towards a 15 second jokey 
advert starring a national treasure. However, 
consider the same situation if she had 
admitted to not being able to read or write 
– unthinkable! In an increasingly numerate 
society, the still common phrase “I’m no 
good at maths” should be seen in exactly 
the same way – something that needs to be 
tackled rather than a badge of honour.

In regular surveys, it is clear that maths is 
valued and our students feel that they are 
being pushed to do their best. However, 
students of all abilities often say that they 
don’t feel that they are good at the subject. 
This could easily be a self-fulfilling prophecy 
but sit in on any maths lesson at Tewkesbury 
School and you will see any negative 
thinking confronted and myths challenged: 
“I can’t do it” becomes “I can’t do it yet!”

Unless there are very specific issues (such 
as dyscalculia – the maths equivalent 
of dyslexia) there are no barriers to 
success. The keys to making progress are 
perseverance along with an acceptance that 
mistakes help rather than hinder learning – 
right answers mean things aren’t difficult 
enough! If you make a blunt comparison 
between effort and ability then effort wins 
every single time.

So, on the off-chance that Dame Helen is 
reading this article – feel free to come to 
the school and I will be more than willing 
to help you to face your demons and make 
maths your thing. It’s never too late!  

EDUCATION MATTERS
Mr Steele
Deputy Headteacher

will be holding its first

Sunday 19th April   |   9.30 am - 12.00 pm (no set up before 9.00 am)

£6 per car (£5 pre-booked)    |   £8 per van/trailer (£7 pre-booked)

FREE
ENTRY
FREE

ENTRY CAR BOOT SALE
Refreshments and toilet facilities provided by Tewkesbury School

All enquiries & to pre-book your vehicle contact
juliet.sirrell@tewkesburyschool.org      |     01684 292152

The final day of the visit was spent back 
around Ypres. We visited the German 
cemetery at Langemark and the world’s 
biggest Commonwealth cemetery at Tyne 
Cot. Langemark was extremely different 
from the Commonwealth cemeteries. 
It was darker and the emphasis was on 
comradeship rather than individuality 
with up to eight soldiers commemorated 
per marker stone and two mass graves 
containing over 35,000 burials. Tyne Cot was 
an amazingly well kept place (considering 
it’s nearly 100 years old).  We paid our 
respects at the grave of the local soldier 
we had researched called William James 
Barnfield, a career soldier who grew up in 
Tewkesbury before re-joining the ‘Glosters’ 
when war broke out. He was the first person 
from Tewkesbury to die in the Great War 
and he is commemorated on the Cross in 
the centre of the town. Finally, in Ypres, 
we contributed to the making of 600,000 
soldier clay models representing the soldiers 
of all nationalities who fell in Flanders.

It was an amazing experience which neither 
of us will ever forget. It really brought the 
scale of the First World War to life for Samuel 
and me. The tour has made us realise how 
important it is to remember what went on 
100 years ago and those who gave their 
lives for their countries.  Our role is now to 
spread this message to others who were 
not as fortunate as us to go on this visit. 

We will remember them.  

‘ We paid our respects 
at the grave of the 
local soldier we had 
researched...’ 


