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Whilst the British weather has failed to 
impress this summer that certainly 

can’t be said about the achievements of our 
young people both in their examinations 
and in other areas.  As we begin the new 
academic year I am sure you will be interested 
to hear of some of the achievements of our 
students highlighted in this special edition 
of Kudos.

As always, the Sixth Form results were the 
first to be released and these proved to be 
the best in the school’s recent history at both 

AS and A level.  Those of you that have been 
with us for some time will know that the 
Sixth Form has changed markedly in recent 
years and it is great to see the impact of 
those changes.  In particular we are delighted 
with the increase in A* and A grades and the 
increase in the overall pass rate to 99%.

A Level Results Day saw many students 
celebrating the outcomes of their endeavours 
and equally proud teachers and parents 
sharing in that joy.

The atmosphere was equally buoyant when 
our Year 11 students came in to collect 
their results the following week. Our 253 
GCSE students also excelled themselves 
with many outstanding individual 
performances and overall results continuing 
the upward trend from the previous year. 
We were thrilled with the wide range of 
subjects where student performance had 
improved.   

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Mr G M Watson
Headteacher
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THANKING
SOMEONE...

with the latest news from Tewkesbury School on twitter,  follow @tewkschool

keep in touch...
Reception: 01684 292152   Email: office@tewkesburyschool.org    

Website: www.tewkesburyschool.org

The Governing Body is delighted with the 
recently published examination results 

which were widely anticipated through 
the feedback from the regular tracking of 
student progress.  These results are well 
deserved and reflect the combined efforts 
of the students and staff over a considerable 
period of time.

We are very pleased that so many of these 
successful students have decided to stay 
with us into the Sixth Form where they 
will no doubt move on to even greater 
achievements over the next two years.  Our 
Sixth Form leavers will now be looking 
forward to taking up their University places 
in the Autumn term or into further training 
and employment and we wish them well.

Ian Coleman
Chair of Governors

THE GOVERNING BODY

We were pleased with the monitoring 
visit from Ofsted in March which we felt 
reflected on the many initiatives that have 
helped improve the performance of our 
students and this document may be found 
on the school website in the Document 
Zone.

The Governing Body is a diverse group of 
people who bring many different skills 
and experiences and we are always open 
to broaden this further.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you are interested 
in becoming a Governor or would like to 
help the school in any way.  Please contact 
Julia Whybrow, Clerk to the Governors 
for further information (julia.whybrow@
tewkesburyschool.org).   

‘These results are 
well deserved and 
reflect the combined 
efforts of the 
students and staff ’ 

‘Thank you to my 
Grandma’ 
She inspires me as she’s a strong 
beautiful woman, who has brought up 
3 sons alone, when her husband died 
in his mid-30s.  My Grandma would do 
anything for me. I go to stay with her a 
lot as she also looks after her disabled 
brain-damaged son, even though she 
suffers from back pain.  She is brave and 
so kind and I would like to thank her for 
the aspirations she has given me.

- Abbie, Year 11

‘Thank you to my Daddy’ 
He spent a year apart from his family and 
friends to serve and defend our country in 
Afghanistan.  

It was a long year spent on his own, living 
in a war zone all alone. I am so proud of 
what he has gone through and incredibly 
happy he came back alive all in one piece.  
He has supported me with my spinal 
diseases/injuries and inspired me to cope 
with them just as bravely as he was in 
Afghanistan.

- Alisha, Year 11

‘Thank you to my 
Teachers’ 
Throughout my entire time at Tewkesbury 
School I was constantly telling different 
teachers, “I’m going to be in the Army..” 
well, here I am! I made it into the Army and 
I have been serving for a year now. After I 
left Tewkesbury School, I attended the Army 
Foundation College in Harrogate. I applied for 
this college during my time at school in the 
lunch time breaks back in February. Every day 
I would check to see if I was accepted. I started 
training on the 14th September 2014 and I’m 
now earning £18,000 a year at 16 years old! 
The moral of my story is that I’m thankful; 
thankful for Mrs Shaw for trying her utmost 
to teach me percentages and to Mr Watson, 
the Headteacher, for always giving me second 
chances!

- Sean Kerley, Former Student

‘Thank you to my 
Tutor Mrs Daly’ 
She has made my Tutor Group a constantly 
positive and happy place throughout my GCSE 
exams.  This helped me to stay calm and to 
know not to worry.  Even when I’ve been in a 
bad mood or upset, the positive environment 
that she has provided has always managed to 
cheer me up.  This means that she has been a 
constant; a rock throughout the past two years 
of my life.  Thank you Mrs Daly!

- Ben, Year 11

‘Thank you to Miss Maguire’ 
Her work ethic and motivation is influential and has helped me 
through exams and in preparation for my upcoming A levels.

- Myra, Year 11

‘Thank you to my parents’ 
Throughout my school life they have supported me with 
everything, helping me make the correct choices.  They have 
both really helped me through my GCSE exams, especially when 
I felt like giving up.  They have never doubted me and always 
encouraged me to do better.  Without my parents I would not 
have the motivation and determination to do the best I can and 
for that I would like to say a massive thank you.

- Tansy, Year 11

50%
of all entries achieved 
GCSE grades A*-B
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As my one son leaves the Sixth Form at 
Tewkesbury School and the other leaves 

university I’d like to record my thanks to 
everyone at Tewkesbury School for their 
contribution to their development. At the 
time of writing this, I am hoping that the 
youngest will achieve the A level grades 
needed to study Economics at Bristol, and I 
am delighted to hear today that my eldest 
son has achieved a First Class Honours 
Masters Degree in Mechanical Engineering at 
Imperial College London. 

However, I believe it is not just their academic 
success that we need to celebrate. They 
have both enjoyed extra-curricular activities 
ranging from guitar lessons and cricket, 
football, rugby, athletics to engineering and 
Young Enterprise programmes. They have 
also learnt new skills through the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme, with one due to 
complete the Gold expedition in the Isle of 
Man in July.

As a parent I’m proud of the young adults my 
sons have become, and as a Parent Governor 
I am proud to be part of a school community 
which strives to bring out the best in every 

Sue Maizonnier
Parent Governor

THANK YOU FROM A PARENT

student, providing firm foundations for 
whatever route is chosen by our students 
when they leave school. I have enjoyed 
the musical and drama performances and 
admire the confidence and talent displayed 
by so many, including those who I recently 
had the pleasure of supporting with mock 
interviews.

We are all committed to the continuous 
improvement of our academic results but 
let’s not forget that there is much that the 
school is getting right which isn’t measured 
by OFSTED.  I hope that the staff and families 
enjoy their well-earned summer break and I 
look forward to hearing about the continued 
successes during the year ahead. 

YEAR 6 THANK YOU POSTCARDS

Extra curricular success: Our Duke of Edinburgh Gold students upon their return from expedition 
in the Isle of Man

66 grades 
at A*-A at A Level

52%
A - B grades 

at A Level

‘As a parent 
I’m proud of 
the young 
adults my sons 
have become ’ 

62 students accepted 
to University places



A-LEVEL
RESULTS DAY

Jon Burden
Grades: A, B and C
Biomedical Science at Cardiff Chris Burden

Grades:  A*, A*, A* and A*
Chemical Engineering at Bath

Zoe Mumford
Grades: A*, A and A
Psychology at Exeter Georgia Buckle

Grades: A*, A, A and B 
Psychology at Nottingham

Freya Kettell
Grades: A*, A* and A 
Criminology at Cardif
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Emma Britton
Grades: A*, B, C
Gap Year, then Fashion Marketing 
& Branding at Nottingham

Kurtis Brooks
Grades: A, B, C
Psychology at Bristol

Edie Kelsey 
Grades: A*, A* and C 
Fashion Design at 
St Martin’s College London



Chris Crawford
Grades: A*, A, B and B
Maths at Exeter 

Natalie Minter 
Grades: A*, A*, A and A
Veterinary Science at Bristol

Jonny Zhu 
Grades: A, A, B and B 
Economics at Bristol 

Bethan Baird
Grades:  A, A and A
Psychology at Bristol

Daniel Taplin 
Grades: A*, A*, A and Distinction * in Business
Business Management at University of Gloucestershire

Chris Westlake
Grades: A*, A, B and B 
Maths and Statistics at Edinburgh

Bethan Walters
Grades:  A , A and A 
Law at Cardiff

5Tewkesbury School.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values Community

Pete Maizonnier
Grades:  A, A, B and B
Economics at Bristol
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ROWING:
Well done to Jenna Roberts (Year 13, 
Priestley) who won silver at the Junior British 
National Rowing Championships in Scotland 
during the weekend of 18th July. She was 
entered in the W-Junior 18 double race 
with Deanna Radly-Moore (J15 rower from 
Hanley Castle). Both girls will hopefully go 
for gold in this event next summer. This is the 
first time that AB Severn Rowing Club has 
participated in the National Championships. 
The club has many younger rowers who are 
already showing the potential to compete at 
this level in the future and no doubt these 
results will inspire them. If you would like 
to become involved in rowing, please see 
Mr Gardiner in H block for information. 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY CHEMISTRY 
CHALLENGE 2015:
A number of our Year 12 students took part 
in this year’s Cambridge University Chemistry 
Challenge. This is a really difficult challenge 
with around 40% of the students taking part 
receiving no award, 34% receiving bronze 
and 15% receiving silver. The gold challenge 
sees only 7% and Roentgenium 0.71%. 
We were thrilled that all but one of our 
students taking the paper managed a bronze 
level and for the first time one student 
managed a silver. Well done to Tom Vine, 
Gemma Neil and Amy Deakin for 
achieving Bronze and congratulations go to 
Esther Street for achieving silver.  

MAJORETTES:
At the start of July, Holly Rogers (Year, 
11 Keller) took part in a national majorette 
competition for baton twirling. She was 
chosen to represent England and will go to 
the European competition being held in Italy 
in October this year.

FOOTBALL:
Holly Bowery (Year 9, Elgar) has been 
selected for a place at the Gloucestershire FA 
Advanced Coaching Centre based in Bristol.   
74 girls applied for a place and only 15 were 
selected. Well done Holly!  

FORMER STUDENT SUCCESS:
Many congratulations go to former student, 
Hettie Street, who in July graduated from 
Nottingham University having been awarded 
a First Class Degree with Honours in German 
and Chinese and a Distinction in German. She 
has now been offered a scholarship by the 
prestigious Chinese institution, The Confucius 
Institute, to study further at Beijing University 
(still referred to internationally as Peking 
University), for a further year, commencing 
at the beginning of September. Her parents 
contacted the school as they are ‘glowing with 
pride’and wanted to give thanks to Tewkesbury 
School for providing the solid foundation 
from which she launched her further 
education.   

SUMMER SUCCESSES

Year 10 students were also busy 
experiencing a taste of life at the University 
of Gloucestershire at the beginning of the 
summer holidays. The five day summer 
school which is offered to help build 
interpersonal skills, confidence and raise 
future aspirations was attended by 62 Year 
10 students from all over Gloucestershire 
and took place at Oxstalls Campus.  The week 
included lots of sample subject lessons for 
the students to try out.  The subjects on offer 
were TV production, media, sports and law, 
lectures on education studies, youth studies 
and fashion design.   

The summer holidays have given students 
from Years 10 and 12 the opportunity to 
sample what life is like at university.  

Year 12 students, Gemma Neil and Jade 
Rothman both secured summer school 
placements through the Sutton Trust 
Summer School programme which is 
designed to give students an insight of 
what it is like at university. Gemma who 
is an aspiring medic applied to attend a 
medicine summer school which took place 
in July at Bristol University; there were over 
1,200 applicants for just 153 places!  Jade 
Rothman attended a week of Sociology and 
Criminology lectures at Durham University 
at the beginning of August.

Gemma Neil said, “My week at Bristol 
University provided me with a real insight 
into the medical course, as well as a snippet 
of university life. The week entailed multiple 
lectures, which prepared us for interviews 
and personal statement writing, practical 
sessions such as, suturing on a banana 
and practising CPR. This unforgettable 
experience also offered me the chance to 
meet new people, improve my confidence 
and sample university activities; these 
included karaoke, ultimate Frisbee and 
bowling to name just a few. Overall, the 
summer school has confirmed my desire to 
be a medic and has furthered my knowledge 
of the subject; I now look forward to the 
application process and results day in the 
hope that I will be accepted for medical 
school and pursue my career in medicine”.

A TASTE OF UNIVERSITY LIFE
Miss Johnson
Director of Sixth Form

Other activities included mentoring sessions 
by student ambassadors and attending a 
Freshers’ Fayre where the students signed 
up to clubs and societies. They experienced 
an overnight stay on campus, and in true-
keeping to the student lifestyle, a party 
on the last night! Special mention must 
go to Fallan Barlow who won an award on 
the final night for “coming most out of her 
shell!”  Fallan was so confident by the end of 
the week, with lots of new friends, chatting 
with all the staff and getting involved with 
all activities.  Well done!   

‘The aim is to 
gain an insight 
into what it is like 
to live and study 
at university ’ 

At the end of the summer term, four of 
our textiles students, along with myself 
and Mrs Leighton, attended the Schools 
Young Fashion Designer UK finalist held at 
The Royal Grammar School in Worcester. 
The competition was tough with over 
80 entries from schools as far afield as 
Manchester and Ireland. Each category has 
six finalists and four students who do not 
make the final but are awarded with highly 
commended certificates.  

In the GCSE category, three of the six Year 
11 finalists were from Tewkesbury School!  
Well done to Danielle Lewis (Priestley), 
Leah Boyle (Hodgkin) and Anne Marie 
Convery (Elgar). Their folders and garments 
were immaculate and very creative. 
In the AS category, Year 12 students Phoebe 

Former Tewkesbury School student Tom 
Stephens was named as Outstanding 
Apprentice of the Year (Engineering and 
Manufacturing) in the Gloucestershire Echo 
Apprenticeship awards 2015.

Tom is an apprentice at Delphi Diesel 
Systems based in Stonehouse and won the 
award after devising a process to reduce 
the volume of pin scrap which is saving the 
company around £40,000 a year.

Tom designed a selective process and 
presented his findings to support engineers 
and the senior operations management team 
at the company which led to the solution 
being fully implemented across three different 
lines, resulting in the saving of thousands 
of pounds. Once the process had been 
implemented, Tom took lead responsibility 
for training other apprentices in the rework 
process. He has earned plenty of recognition 
within the company so far, being named 

Year 3 Apprentice of the Year in 2013 then 
Delphi Overall Apprentice of the Year in 2014.

He conveys his passion for engineering 
apprenticeships as a positive career choice 
by regularly representing Delphi at careers 
events and advising young people unsure of 
which path to take.  

Meanwhile, engineering at Tewkesbury 
School moves on to a new phase.  We will be 
enlarging the provision so students will now 
have discrete engineering lessons in all years 
starting from when they arrive at the school 
at age 11. Students can now opt to follow 
engineering courses in Year 9 and formal 
qualifications at GCSE and Post-16 level will 
continue to take place with excellent intake 
at both levels. We will continue to enhance 
our partnerships with local companies to 
ensure that the students’ learning experience 
is inspiring, relevant and will provide them 
with the vital skills to enter this career field.  

APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR

Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

Smallshaw (Keller) and Laura Moss 
(Hodgkin) received highly commended 
certificates. Following on from winning 
the AS category last year, Edita Kelsey 
entered the A level category and went on to 
win the A2 award. Her prize was a very nice 
sewing machine and a work experience 
opportunity with some prestigious fashion 
and design companies. Edie who achieved 
a C for psychology, A* for Art and Design 
and an A* for Textiles at A level is now 
going on to study at the world leading 
Central Saint Martin’s College, London.

We are very proud of our students’ 
achievements but even more so of the way 
they behaved and conducted themselves in 
the two interviews with industry specialists 
and throughout the day; they were a credit 
to the school.   

YOUNG FASHION DESIGNER OF THE YEAR
Mrs Cummins
Design Technology
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GCSE
RESULTS DAY

Lauryn Williams
Grades: 8 A* and 3 A

Naamah O’Leary
Grades: 7 A*, 3 A and 1 B

Amber Collins
Grades: 5 A*, 5 A and 1 B

Harrison Paton
Grades: 5 A*, 5 A and 1B

Chloe Radbourne
Grades: 6 A*, 4 A and 1C
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Freya Chapman
Grades: 4 A*, 5 A and 2 B

Helena Dale
Grades: 9 A* and 1 A

Molly Ashmeade
Grades; 3 A*, 6 A and 2 B

Emma Devine
Grades: 2 A*, 8 A and 1 B

Andrew Phillips
Grades:  4 A*, 5 A, 1 B and 1 C

Expecting and Achieving Success

Open Evening |  28th September 2015 |  5.30pm - 7.30pm
Open Mornings |  29th, 30th September & 1st, 2nd October |  Tours at  9.15am & 11.15am

OPEN WEEK 2015

Prospective students and their parents are warmly invited to  attend our popular 
Open Evening and  Mornings which take place at the end of September.  Visitors 
can expect to see sample lessons, exhibitions, activities and performances.  
Student guides will be on hand to show you around the school and will be happy 
to answer any questions.  We look forward to welcoming you.


