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Dear Families 

 

This has been another exciting and action-packed year at the school with several key changes that have had a positive 

impact.  On the academic front, students throughout the school are making better progress and we expect to see further 

improvements at both GCSE and A level in the summer.  Recent improvements were recognised in the Ofsted monitoring 

report we received earlier this year which can be found on the ‘Document Zone’ of the school website.  I will be sending 

you further information relating to students’ achievement at the beginning of the Autumn Term. 

 

In September, we welcome our fullest intake for several years with 265, Year 6 students arriving to join our learning 

families.  Our Partnership Event, where Y6 students came into school with a parent in late June, proved to be most 

successful with over 320 participants including parents all seemingly enjoying going back to school for a Saturday 

morning of activities.  The Sixth Form, too, is proving increasingly popular with a particularly pleasing turnout for the Y12 

Induction Days. 

 

This term, we have seen students succeed in so many different areas it is difficult to know quite where to begin!  In the 

sporting arena, the Y9 boys’ rugby team won the Three Counties Show Rugby 7s tournament, several youngsters have 

competed very successfully at the district athletics championships including Conor and Luke Kearns.  Conor goes on to the 

nationals as South West pole vault champion.  Through the generous support of the Dowty Trust we hope to purchase for 

him his own new and longer poles so he can reach even greater heights!  Cameron Deans, Y7, has raised the tremendous 

sum of over £500 towards our intention to sponsor a guide dog puppy.  We have witnessed tremendous talent on show in 

the end of term Dance Show, the acclaimed performance of Godspell and in the wonderful creative work of students in art, 

textiles and photography.  The Year 11 and Sixth Form Proms turned out, once again, to be massively successful with both 

being held at Hatherley Manor Hotel in Gloucester this year.  Our Y13 leavers seemed to also enjoy their own Leavers’ 

Service at the Abbey which they constructed themselves.   

 

Trips continue to flourish with students having only recently come back from a very hot Paris after being hit by an 

impromptu ferry strike!  All students will also have participated in end of term activities where this year, amongst other 

things, they managed to go to the Harry Potter Studio Tour, @Bristol, Cadbury World, Drayton Manor and a Bushcraft camp 

in the Forest of Dean.  The weather was also kind to us on Sports Day and students and staff managed to bask in warm 

sunshine while athletes took their turn.   Congratulations go to all in Brunel House who achieved an impressive victory. 

 

Our Sixth Form Engineers, under the direction of Mr Deeks and in association with L-3 TRL Technology, once again 

presented at the Engineering Employers Scheme at Rolls-Royce in Bristol.  Engineering continues to be a strength at the 

school and over the next year we will be delivering the new Engineering qualifications in school rather than at Launchpad.   

 

Links with local businesses are strong and growing.  Business lunches have recently been held at both Alderman Knight 

School and at Tewkesbury School.  In the broader community our students have worked to provide refreshments at the 

Touching Souls Café at Tewkesbury Abbey, the cast of Godspell busked at the Tewkesbury Food Festival and some of our 

younger students, with the help of the Art Department participated in the Medieval Procession last weekend. 

 

Our Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme continues to go from strength to strength.  It was great to hear the tales from the 

recent bronze expedition including the clandestine McDonalds visit which did not feature on the programme!  Six 

students have been awarded Gold and will soon be attending an award presentation at St James’ Palace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we have a large number of staff moving on for promotion, to pursue a different direction or otherwise.  I am sure 

you would like to join me in wishing them well and thanking them for their immense contributions over the years. 

 

Mr Armstrong Business & Economics 

Mrs Barrett Languages 

Miss Bate-Jones ICT 

Ms Brand English 

Mrs Carter English 

Mr Greenwood Mathematics 

Mrs Harry Languages 

Mrs Irvine Languages 

Miss Maguire English 

Mr Shaw ICT 

Mrs Spencer Learning Support 

Mr Thomas Philosophy & Ethics 

Mrs Voss Head of Philosophy & Ethics 

Mr Walton Design Technology 

Mr Willgoss Mathematics 

 

 

Looking forward to the new academic year we will be increasingly moving to electronic means of communication.  Please 

do keep us updated with any changes to your mobile phone numbers and email addresses.  We are also introducing some 

new software called ‘Show my Homework’ which will enable you to see what homework has been set for your child on the 

web. 

 

The electronic security gates to be installed during the summer at both entrances will place a greater emphasis on 

students being at school on time.  Please do try to encourage your youngsters to get to school in plenty of time and before 

the gates close to both cars and pedestrians at 8.35am. 

 

These improvements and the progress made this academic year could not happen without the commitment of a team of 

dedicated teaching and associate staff or without the support of parents and the cooperation of youngsters.  Our 

governing body is increasingly skilful with a superb blend of skills from the public and private sector also worthy of 

comment.  They work tirelessly for the good of the school and devote hours of their time on a voluntary basis to support 

but also to challenge and hold us accountable.  They, too, are playing a very important role in the improvement journey 

and I am most grateful to them all.   

 

I thank you all for your support and wish you a pleasant and safe holiday. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G M Watson 

Headteacher 

 

Important dates for start of Autumn term  

 

1 Sep  INSET DAY 1 

2 Sep  Start of term for Y7 only  

3 Sep  All students to attend  

11 Sep Y11 Partnership courses start 

16 Sept Y7 Learning Success Evening in K Central, 5.45pm – 7.30pm 

18 Sep        Y12 Welcome Evening in Sixth Form Centre, 6.30pm 

28 Sep INSET DAY 2 

28 Sep Open Evening, 5.30pm – 7.30pm 

29 Sep Start of Open Mornings (to Friday 2 Oct) 

8 Oct Y11 English Speaking and Listening Exams (Day 1) 

9 Oct  Y11 English Speaking and Listening Exams (Day 2) 

13 Oct School photos for Y7, 9, 11, 12 

20 Oct Y12 Parents’ evening in H Block, 4.30pm - 7.30pm 

22-30 Oct  HALF TERM  

 

A full list of dates and events will soon be available on the school’s website calendar. 


