
 

 

15th December 2015 

 

 

 

Dear Families 

 

The printing deadline for the Winter edition of KUDOS means that there are some items of interest that I would 

like to communicate that failed to go to print! 

 

Ofsted 

 

As predicted, we received a second monitoring visit from Ofsted on the 4th December.  The monitoring report 

was, once again, very positive and can be viewed on our website along with the first visit report from March 

2015.  We have been trying to get Ofsted in for a full inspection for some time and we know now that it will take 

place in the second half of next term.  As you know already, results have improved significantly in the last two 

years and we expect a similar improvement from our current Year 11 and Year 13 students next summer. 

 

Staffing 

 

This term we have welcomed Mr John Hendry to our Site Team.  John, an ex-student of the school, has settled 

in quickly and is already making a difference.   

 

Our three Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs) have all made exceptional starts to their careers at Tewkesbury 

School and have got through their first term with aplomb and developed strong relationships with their classes.  

We have also been delighted to appoint one of our trainee teachers, Ms Whiting, to the Maths Faculty from 

September 2016.  I am confident she will prove to further strengthen maths education at the school. 

 

At the end of this term we say goodbye to Ms Holder from our Maths Faculty and welcome back Mr Greenwood 

to the team.  We offer Ms Holder our thanks and best wishes and look forward to seeing Mr Greenwood return 

to contribute to rapidly improving maths results.  As a consequence, some students will find their maths 

teacher may change in the New Year.   We also wish farewell to Ms Sue Roberts from our Finance Office who is 

retiring after many years of dedicated service at the school.   She is being replaced by Mrs Alison Baillie who has 

already started in her new role and is looking forward to working to support staff and students. 

 

School Closure 

 

As we approach the harsher winter months the possibility of a school closure becomes more real.  I will always 

endeavour to keep the school open but will not compromise the safety of either students or staff if travel 

arrangements or conditions on site are unsafe.  Closure notifications will be sent by email to all parents, 

broadcast on the school’s Twitter account, shown on the front page of the school website and communicated 

to the County website which can be accessed by going to www.glosclosedschools.com.  Hopefully, we will have 

a mild couple of months without any issue. 
 

Uniform 

 

The only residual item of uniform causing me concern is the girls’ skirt.  The fact that these are sourced from 

multiple outlets in multiple styles leads to considerable inconsistency.  Several parents have suggested greater 

consistency in expectations and greater uniformity in the skirts themselves.  In spite of clear guidelines in the 

school uniform policy there are too many girls choosing not to follow regulations.   

High street retailers do not help schools or parents by offering inappropriate  

skirts in what they call their school wear ranges.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

It is for those reasons that I am giving you advance warning that from September 2016 all girls in Years 7-11 will 

need to be wearing a skirt purchased from one of our two uniform suppliers (Trutex or SchoolTogs).  There will 

be no phasing out of skirts over time so please do try to defer purchases where possible.  We will be working 

with students and the uniform suppliers on designs early in the New Year.  Whilst consistency is important, I 

also recognise that cost is of critical importance too and will be working hard with our two suppliers to 

minimise prices. 

 

Festive Fun 

 

Finally, can I thank those of you that have attended 

our Christmas events over the last fortnight.  The 

Christmas Fayre raised just over £1,000 thanks to 

generous donations from parents, staff, local 

businesses and governors.   Almost £600 was 

raised from the raffle alone!  The Christmas Concert 

was a joy to behold and the ‘Star Wars’ themed 

Catwalk Show the best yet!  Our Carol Service at 

Tewkesbury Abbey was well attended with superb 

choral work and fabulous dancing taking 

advantage of the splendour and acoustics of the 

impressive venue.  Year 11 students also deserve 

to be commended for helping at the Rotary Club 

Christmas Race Night at Marina Court last week.   

 

Your next opportunity to see talented youngsters in action will be the school play, ‘There’s a Leak!’ now 

scheduled for 26-27th January. 

 

On that note, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
 

Mr G M Watson 

Headteacher 

 

Important dates for start of Spring Term 2016 

4 Jan  Start of term  

5-12 Jan Year 12/13 trial exams take place 

13 Jan Year 12 work experience - day 1 

13 Jan  Year 13 employability day   

14 Jan Year 12 work experience - day 2 

14 Jan Year 13 interview day 

14 Jan Year 7 Parents’ Evening, K Central, 4.30- 7.30pm 

15 Jan Year 12 work experience - day 3 

21 Jan Year 9 Options Evening, Drama Hall/Gym/Sixth Form Centre, 6.30pm 

22 Jan INSET DAY 

26 & 27 Jan School play: ‘There’s a Leak’, Drama Hall, 7.00pm (doors 6.45pm) 

3 Feb Year 11 Parents’ Evening, K Central, 4.30- 7.30pm 

11 Feb Progress reports issued 

15 -19 Feb  HALF TERM  

 

A full list of dates and events will be available on the school’s website calendar www.tewkesburyschool.org  

 


