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Y7 first day of term letter - 6 September 2022 View this email in your browser

6 September 2022

Dear Year 7 families 
 
Welcome to our Tewkesbury School Community!  
 
I hope your child has arrived home today buzzing with enthusiasm about their
new school.  Let us know any positive feedback you have either via Facebook
or to our school office email 
 
If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school on
01684 292152 or using the email link above, as soon as possible. Your child’s
tutor will quickly deal with any problems.  We want to make sure that your child
has a strong start.   
 
The arrival arrangements for tomorrow are the same as today, enter through
the central gates (on foot or by bike) and when they arrive at school they are to
gather in the central tennis courts and will be asked to line up with their tutor
group.  Sixth Form helpers will be there again.  They should aim to arrive for
8:30am. Morning registration opens at 8:40am

file:///C:/Users/lsallis/Downloads/*%7CARCHIVE%7C*
mailto:lyndsey.woodward@tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Year%207%20first%20day%20feedback


10/10/22, 3:35 PM *|MC:SUBJECT|*

file:///C:/Users/lsallis/Downloads/Y7 first day of term - 6 Sep 2022 DRAFT.html 2/4

Car parks

Could we remind parents that the visitors car park at the front of E block should
not be used to drop off or collect your child.   
 
Bikes 
Please remind your child that they are not permitted to ride their bike on the
school site. Upon arrival, they must dismount and walk their bike to the bike
racks. After school, they must push their bike to the school gates.  
 
It was great to see so many students wearing cycle helmets today.  Please
make sure that they have bike lights and reflective strips on their coats and
bags in time for the approaching darker evenings. 
 
PE kit 
There is no need to send any PE kit or swimming kit with your child tomorrow

Classes in 7X will have a welcome talk on their timetabled lessons in the first
week. They DO NOT need kit on these days. 
The PE kit of shorts/skort, tshirt, hoodie (if you have one) socks and trainers will
be needed for their first double lesson on Wednesday 14 September  P1 & 2 in
week 2. 
  
Classes in 7Y will not visit PE until Monday 12 September, lessons 5 & 6. They
WILL need their kit of shorts/skort, tshirt, hoodie (if you have one) socks and
trainers. They will have a short welcome talk, followed by a practical lesson.

Canteen 
We hope that your child enjoyed their complimentary meal from the Canteen
today. 
 
On Wednesday, food can be purchased before school, at break and at
lunchtime from the canteen service points.   As time will be limited in the
canteen, I would recommend bringing a decent snack to eat at morning
break to keep energy levels up! 
 
Free School Meals Children in receipt of free school meals are entitled to
something for breakfast before school OR something at break.  Any money not
spent in the morning then rolls over until lunch on that day.  At lunch they can
choose from a full hot meal OR baguette with a variety of fillings.  
 
Please ensure you have credited your ParentPay accounts.

To look out for in the school bag: 
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School photo ticket: Photos were taken today. Your child will have a slip of
paper either in their bag or in a blazer pocket.  You can use the unique log in
code to access your child's photo to order a photo from DSP Academy
Portraits (please allow a few days for images to appear).   Don't worry if the slip
hasn't made it home as another proof order card will be sent home with your
child in the next few weeks.  Any photos you order are delivered to school. 
 

Other reminders:

No mobile phones are to be seen in school between 8.00am and
3.30pm.  Please do not text or call your child during this time.  If you need
to get hold of them, please call the school office (as at Primary School)
and we will get a message to them.  Phones used in school time are
confiscated and an after-school detention will be issued.  Students have
been warned!   We need and expect you to support this rule.

 

Please make sure that you keep a very close eye on your child’s use of
social media / phone use and be very firm with your expectations about
how they should use it to communicate. In our experience, new students
are delighted to make lots of new friends, using Snapchat or instagram to
link up with them, but within a few weeks there are shifts in groups and
children who are hitherto inexperienced at using social media can begin
to misuse it.  This can cause issues with friendships. Please be firm. The
message is not to message anything that they wouldn’t say to someone’s
face. We recommend that parents remove devices from children’s rooms
at bedtime so that there is not the temptation to check them at all hours.
Your child will find secondary school exhausting – academic demands, a
new social sphere and puberty will all take their toll and firm sleep
routines are paramount to well-being and success.

 

Please be sure to let the school know if your child will be absent for any
reason.  Where possible, please make appointments after school. 
Excellent attendance gives your child the best opportunity for social and
academic success.  Further details about our attendance expectations will
be sent later this week.  In summary:

Where it is not possible for a student to attend, a parent should notify the
school before 8.40am on the first day of absence and on each subsequent
day, preferably by:

Using the Edulink app
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telephoning the absence line (01684 851806) or
emailing attendance@tewkesburyschool.org on the first day of any
absence 
Please give details of the reason for the absence and stating an
estimated return time 
We will contact you by text through the automated system if your child is
absent and you have not contacted us. It is essential that you respond to
this message if you have not already informed us of absence.

 
On Thursday students in all years will attend. In the morning there is time tutor
time and after break children follow their new timetable moving round the
school to their classes, along with the rest of the school. 
 
Monday 19 September is an Inset day. Teachers may ask your child to come
in to school at 5pm to help support our Open Evening activities.  A consent
letter will be issued if so.  
 
The Croft Farm team building days take place on 27 September (7X classes)
and 28 September (7Y classes) a letter will be issued separately.
 
We look forward to getting to know you and your child over coming months and
hope this is the start of a supportive and positive relationship. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ian Brownhill 
Head of Year 7        
 
ian.brownhill@tewkesburyschool.org
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