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October  2022
Dear Students, parents and carers,
 
I write in order to introduce myself under my new role as Assistant Headteacher
responsible for the Curriculum and Teaching & Learning at Tewkesbury School
and to share some key information with you. If you would like to know a bit
more about me and the rest of the leadership team please visit the link HERE 
 
It has been an absolute delight to welcome everyone back into school at the
start of another academic year. I am incredibly proud of the enthusiasm and
energy that students are showing towards their learning and cannot wait to see
them thrive further as the year progresses.

At Tewkesbury school we are committed to the delivery of a broad and
balanced curriculum that empowers all of our young people to realise their
potential.   
 
Our curriculum has been meticulously planned so that pupils’ knowledge,
cultural awareness and agency are developed year on year. Throughout the

https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/32/leadership


year, I will share with you information regarding the content that your child will
be learning over that term, this information will also include pupils’ knowledge
organisers. Knowledge organisers are a well-established learning tool that
summarise the foundational facts underpinning the understanding of a topic
and are used to support retention. We hope that in sharing this detail with you,
we can strengthen that home-school partnership through providing you with a
greater awareness of your child’s learning. 
 
The curriculum overview and knowledge organisers for each of the Year groups
can be found on our website HERE 
 
Whilst quality time away from school work is paramount, learning can be
reinforced at home in a number of ways; here are just a few suggestions to try:

Ask your child to share 3 key things that they have learned that day.
Challenge them to explain to you how this links with topics they have
done before!
Use their knowledge organisers to quiz them on facts and vocabulary for
any current topic. If that’s too easy, look at past or even future topics!
“Revising” is an incredibly complex word that is used regularly but causes
so many problems for students. Encourage your child to create mind
maps, flash cards or use quizlet when revising.
Discuss current issues with your child. Talking and encouraging them to
express their opinion on something has a significant impact on their oracy
skills and raises their awareness of the world around them.

We were delighted with yet another set of fantastic results this summer with
students across Key Stages 4 & 5 fulfilling their academic potential and
successfully progressing to their desired next steps; be that University
(including both Oxford and Cambridge), apprenticeships, Tewkesbury School
Sixth Form, college or the workplace. 
 
These fantastic achievements are a direct result of our pupils’ determination
and commitment to their learning alongside the support of highly experienced
and talented subject teachers. All of Key Stage 5 and Key Stage 4 ‘option’
subjects are taught in mixed prior attainment groupings and our staff are skilled
in adaptive practice to ensure that academic potential is fulfilled. The success
of these groupings was spread to Year 7 last year and we are excited to
develop our pedagogy to replicate this approach and drive high outcomes
across all classes and year groups this year. 

https://www.tewkesburyschool.org/242/curriculum-intent-by-year-group
https://quizlet.com/en-gb


 
As we maintain our ceaseless pursuit for the best for your child we continue to
focus on pupils’ independence in the classroom. Data drops will still report on
how much pupils take responsibility for their learning and how they reflect and
strive to improve. We are also focusing on pupils’ ability to articulate their
learning as this will not only support their oracy but also enhance their
understanding as they will be able to rationalise what they have learned.  
 
We are immensely excited to share in your child’s journey this year and
thank you for your continued support.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish
to discuss any part of your child’s education at
Tewkesbury School. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Angela Parker 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
angela.parker@tewkesburyschool.org
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