Teaching and Learning update 3 - 29 March 2022

29 March 2022
Dear Students, Parents and Carers,
This term's Teaching and Learning Mailer is a Technology Special!

Reflections on assessments and curriculum
This year I have learned a lot about university courses in the 21st Century. With
one daughter already at uni and another about to start in the autumn, it has
really struck me how very different university assessment is to the way we
assess GCSEs and A levels.
At university, exams are now often taken online over a 2 day time frame initially due to COVID, but now as a more effective and realistic way to examine
application of knowledge and ability over memorisation. What’s more, at
university, written exams seem to have less weight than they used to and
assessment considers the student’s ability to express themselves in a number
of ways: making infographics, recording a podcast or giving a group
presentation.
It all seems to be a more realistic and creative approach compared with the
traditional way that GCSEs and A levels are still examined. The ability to

articulate your knowledge in a range of ways, often using technology as a
vehicle of expression, is a much more relevant work skill.
OFSTED

is

keen

that

schools

shouldn’t narrow the curriculum and
over-teach

exam

topics

at

the

expense of breadth of experience. It
is not always easy to do this when a
school’s funding and reputation relies
on exam results, but at Tewkesbury
School we are proud of our broad,
balanced and carefully sequenced
curriculum

that

builds

both

knowledge and skills.
Our talented teachers challenge and support our students to achieve the best
exam outcomes whilst also making learning relevant and creative. We are
fortunate that we are already some way along the road of using technology to
enhance learning so that Tewkesbury School alumni will be well-prepared for
the world of work and further study.
With
90%
of
students
now

our
in

possession of their own
Chromebook,
becoming
support

it

is

easier

to

their

learning

with different apps and
educational software.
The collaborative nature of Google Workspace means that work can easily be
shared and commented upon by students and teachers alike. The way we
teach and learn is changing rapidly and exam boards report that in just 3 years’
time (when current year 8s take their GCSEs) some elements of their GCSEs
will be online, so we need to make sure that our students use technology as
part of their usual way of working.
Our portal to order a Chromebook opens on Wednesday 27 April, devices will
be delivered ready for the new academic year.
Click to access the Chromebook information portal

Here is an update on our use of technology to enhance teaching
and learning:

Surely students need less screen time, not more?
Mr Doherty, Head of Computing and ICT says:
We are aware that though we are using screens more
in school to enhance accessibility to information and
develop learning, this must be balanced with nonscreen learning as well.

Not every lesson uses technology and for subjects where students need to
build up their exam-writing stamina, there is still a lot of pen and paper work.
We need to make sure that we encourage students to develop good digital
habits and have discussions about why it is beneficial to have a healthy (rather
than obsessive) relationship with technology. A little less time gaming or on
social media in the evenings or weekends can improve face to face
relationships and articulation, as well as keep young people grounded in what
is real.
The internet offers vast opportunities. From a young age, children have the
chance to learn, research, play games, have fun and connect with family who
may not live nearby. However, it’s essential to help them use the online world
safely and positively for their mental health. That’s why it’s good to have regular
conversations about the internet and social media from a young age. We
remind parents to make sure that they have applied parental controls and
acknowledge that nearly all social media accounts require users to be at least
13 years old. Some of the prevalent issues are:
Cyberbullying
Viewing inappropriate content that they are too young to understand
Lack of sleep due to phone usage
Online gaming

All of these issues can affect children’s happiness in school; that’s why it’s
crucial that we try to address these issues by making children aware of
excessive time spent online and how they interact with others.
For more information on addressing these issues with your child, please visit
www.thinkyouknow.co.uk or www.youngminds.org.uk
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish
to discuss any part of your child’s education at
Tewkesbury School.
Kind regards
Clare de Glanville
Deputy Headteacher
clare.deglanville@tewkesburyschool.org
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