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Dear Families
I do hope you managed to have a decent half-term break with your children and
this newsletter finds you all fit and well. The last term was eventful to say the
least with school swinging back into action with many of the ‘extras’ that we had
missed over the last 18 months. I have covered most COVID-related issues in
an earlier email and bulletin so I will stick to hopefully some more interesting
content in what follows.

Extra-curricular activities
To begin with, I am going to offer our congratulations to Freya Clark (Y13) who
recently represented Birmingham City in the FA Women’s Super League and to
Amelie Curtis (Y11) who played for Wales U15 girls in their recent football
match against England. We look forward to seeing both girls continue their
meteoric rise to the top of their sport.
Alongside the resumption of sporting activities, it has been great to see so
many trips resurfacing including, amongst many others, the visits to Croft Farm
(Y7), Bletchley Park (Y9), Cheltenham Literature Festival (Y8 and Y13) and a
variety of theatre and art trips. Students in the 6th form have also benefited

from mock interviews with members of our local business community and some
of our governors. It has been very apparent how much your children have
enjoyed being involved in these additional opportunities.

Please do keep us informed of any news and successes that happen out of
school - email goodnews@tewkesburyschool.org
We have also finally managed to complete some geography field work and
begun competitive sports fixtures against other local schools.

All these

enrichment activities are the life-blood of schools and are thoroughly enjoyed
by staff and students alike. Life beyond the classroom is so important for your
children's mental health and physical wellbeing. In some cases however, such
as the choir and singing groups, it is proving more difficult to re-engage your
children with activities they enjoyed before COVID struck. Please do join us in
encouraging them to get stuck in to all the opportunities available to them.
Our extra curricular timetables can be viewed here and here for sporting
activities.

New intake
Well done to our large Year 7 intake who settled in swiftly last term. Feedback
from parents following the Y7 parent contact week has been overwhelmingly
positive and it is great to hear how well our new students are settling in to life at
Tewkesbury School. Please do keep in touch with your child's tutor if you have
any concerns.

Charitable efforts
Our charity efforts this term total £1,233 with funds being raised from the

Paddle Power event and our first non-uniform day in aid of Winston's Wish and
Sue Ryder. The next non-uniform day is on Friday 10 December.

Staffing
Having completed 10 years as Headteacher at the school and after
considerable thought, I have decided to retire at the end of this current
academic year. It has been an honour, a privilege and a real pleasure to have
been given the opportunity to lead this wonderful school. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank you for your support over the last few years and, in
particular, during the pandemic. The school’s governors will be seeking to
appoint a replacement by this Christmas for September 2022 and I am sure
they will keep you informed in relation to that process and the outcome. My
successor will inherit a strong leadership team, a highly dedicated and
professional group of staff, a supportive parent body, strong governors and
most of all an abundance of simply delightful young people.
This term we are pleased to welcome Mrs Cull to our learning support team and
Ms Hicks as our new expressive arts technician.

Our long-serving Exams

Officer, Mrs Shoesmith, who will be known to many of you, will be leaving us at
Christmas and is being replaced internally by one of our many, capable
teaching assistants, Mrs Bloom. Mr Phillips, also a teaching assistant, will see
his job enlarged with his well-deserved internal promotion.

He will now be

responsible for making special access arrangements for SEND children for their
exams.

Examinations
The Government remains keen to implement a full series of GCSE, BTEC and
A level examinations in Summer 2022 for the first time since 2019. Personally,
I welcome this direction of travel and the recent announcements that some
curriculum content will be removed from subject specifications to account for
the lost learning time suffered by students during the last 18 months. The
precise details of what content is being removed remains sketchy but please be
assured that subject leaders will be watching announcements very closely and
amending their delivery programmes accordingly.
In the current climate, however, nothing is guaranteed and I would urge all
students in Y11, Y12 and Y13 to take their forthcoming mock exams very
seriously indeed. Their grades may well still prove to be a critical determinant
of final grades in 2022 if examinations cannot go ahead as has happened in the
last two years. As is customary, students will be taking two sets of mock exams
one this term and one in the spring. The mock examination timetables for
November can be viewed Y11 HERE and Y12 & 13 HERE

Sixth Form Open Evening - 4 November

It remains our intention to go ahead with our planned Open Evening this
Thursday, 4 November. Specific details will be emailed to Y11 students and
parents separately and will explain how we intend to conduct the evening in the
most COVID-safe manner possible.
The remote Y11 parents' evening will take place on Thursday 11 November and
bookings will open via School Cloud at 18:00 on Tuesday 2 November.

Cycle Safety
With the clocks now having gone back we are likely to experience increasingly
darker evenings and I would plead with you to ensure your children are
appropriately attired if they cycle to school. It has been noticeable this year to
see more children riding with helmets and that is most encouraging.
Please do now check that cycles have lights and your children are visible. Last
year, one of our Y9 students ended up seriously injured and out of school for
several months as a result of a collision with a car. We continue to put out the
messages around safe cycling and road safety in general. Please reinforce this
with your children once again

Sir George Dowty Trust fund
I would like to remind you about The Sir George Dowty Trust which seeks to
support present and past students of Tewkesbury School. The Trust makes
financial grants to individuals to assist them in developing their own initiative,
abilities and character. For example, this could support a young person with
sporting endeavours, competitions, travel and equipment; the attendance of
courses and training sessions; extra curricular performance or music
activities; the purchase of books and reading materials or equipment.
If your child or a former student can meet the terms of the Trust, the
Trustees would very much like to hear from you. Further details of the Fund
can be viewed on our website here.
Please apply in writing via email, giving details of your request and costs to the
Trustees,
c/o
Mr
P
Smith
at
Tewkesbury
School
via
paul.smith@tewkesburyschool.org

School photos
Proof order cards were issued either at the end of term or will be given out
today. A reminder to place orders for Y9, 11, 12 as soon as possible, before
Sunday 21 November. Orders will be delivered to school free of charge. We
will also have a photo catch up day for any student who missed the previous
event and this will be on 30 November.

Forthcoming events and dates for your diary:
Autumn Term 2 - 2021
Wednesday 3 November - COVID vaccinations for consenting students age
12-15 years old. PE tops should be worn to school tomorrow for all students,
regardless of having a vaccination.
Thursday 4 November - 6:30pm Sixth Form Open Evening for Y11 students
and parents/carers
Thursday 11 November - Remembrance Day - students can wear their forces
cadet uniforms to school
Thursday 11 November - 4:30-8:30pm Y11 remote parents' evening.
Monday 15 - Friday 26 November - Y11 mock examinations
Monday 22 - Friday 26 November - Y12 and 13 mock examinations
Friday 26 November - Y7 progress report issued to parents/carers
Tuesday 30 November - school photo catch up morning
Friday 3 December - Y8 progress report issued to parents/carers
w/c 6 December - Y11 post-16 pathways interviews start
Friday 10 December - non-uniform day. Students should donate £1 to their
tutor on the day.
Friday 10 December - Y9 progress report issued to parents/carers
Thursday 16 December - Y11, Y12 and Y13 progress report issued to
parents/carers
Friday 17 December 12.30pm - End of Autumn term. Students dismissed early
for Christmas.
Tuesday 4 January 2022 - Inset day
Wednesday 5 January 2022 – Start of Spring term 1.
Monday 21 - Friday 25 February 2022 - half term
Our term dates for 2021-2022 can be viewed on our website.
I finish on the theme of COVID once again! Had we not had a ‘fire-break’ for
half term and an 11 day absence, I would have had little option than to begin
sending some children home to learn remotely. Please continue to help us
keep the school open by ensuring your child has a mask, is encouraged to
wash their hands frequently, self-tests and reports the outcome of their test to
the school.
Hopefully we can have an uninterrupted second
term and approach Christmas with a lower
incidence of COVID in our communities.
With thanks and best wishes
Mr G M Watson
Headteacher

Please support our school lottery
fundraising initiative
A ticket costs just £1 per week, with 40% of the
funds raised going directly to Tewkesbury School.
Each ticket will enter you into two draws;
- a jackpot prize draw for £25,000
- a local draw with a guaranteed prize for one of
the supporters of Tewkesbury School. The size of
the prize will depend on the number of tickets
bought for the school that week (it's currently
£38).
We need your help to make the lottery the best it can be, so please support us today and maybe
you'll be the next £25,000 winner! Click the image above to sign up.
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