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Dear Families
I am pleased to report that our new bumper crop of 236 Y7 pupils have settled
in well after a two-day induction period before the rest of the school returned.
This week they have visited Croft Farm to participate in raft building and sailing
activities with their tutors to help the bonding process and to allow new
friendships to develop. Last Friday saw over 60 of them participating in after
school football which was a joy to behold. Also last Friday, we held our annual
Paddle Power charity event where teams of students competed against staff
and local businesses. Y13 Business Studies students organise the event under
the watchful eye of Mr Gardner with money raised going to Winston’s Wish and
Sue Ryder Homes.

Student Successes
Whilst ‘on the water’ it is my pleasure to draw your attention to the success of
Y11 student, Cerys Coxshall, who is proving to be a fantastic asset at the
rowing club based at the Mythe Bridge. Cerys has performed outstandingly
during the summer and is destined for further success - well done, Cerys!
The nautical theme continues with congratulations to Sonny Tait, Y11, who

entered the national ‘Boat of Hope’ Art competition.

63 year old Bernie

Hollywood will be attempting to circumnavigate the globe in aid of children’s
mental health charities. School children were invited to create a design to go
on the side of his boat. Sonny was successful with his art work and will shortly
go to London for a presentation ceremony.
Finlay Coupe, Y12, qualified as a Stage 2 Cricket Umpire earlier this year and
during the summer became the youngest umpire to be appointed to an adult
match in the Gloucestershire County Cricket League, where he stood in a
match between the 3rd and 4th placed teams in the top division!
Former student, Max Walker, has been working at the Roses Theatre and was
sound technician during a performance from comedian Ed Byrne, from Mock
the Week. It's great to see him moving on to something that he was inspired by
from working with our school sound technician Kev Howlett.

Extra curricular
WISE UP Last week also saw Y8-Y10 students involved in ‘Wise Up’ team
building activities on the school field delivered by an outside company. The day,
organised by Mr Sansom, went exceptionally well in glorious sunshine and
forms part of the Tewkesbury Challenge character building programme for KS3
students. It is fantastic to see so many extra-curricular opportunities returning
and others being planned for later in the year.

AFTER

SCHOOL

SPORT

-

a

link

to

our

after

school

extra

curricular sport timetable can be viewed HERE. Please encourage your child,
especially if they are in Y7, to come along and try something new.
EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS - we have plenty of exciting opportunities this
term. Please click HERE to view all of the extra curricular clubs on offer.
OTHER LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES
Northway Youth Club will be opening their doors to offer some great clubs for
the local children.
Tuesday:
18:30 - 20:00 = Drop in senior sessions. £2.00 per session. Arts and crafts,
sports, baking, games and much more. Suitable for children in year 7+
Wednesday:
Brand new boxing club with pro boxer Adam Harper
Juniors = 17:30 - 18:30
Seniors = 18:45 - 20:15
For the first 6 weeks the boxing club is free to children who live in Northway,
spaces are limited. For more information or to book your child onto any
session, please contact: northwayyouthclub@gmail.com

The Rock Project is an outside after
school activity that takes place on a

Tuesday at Tewkesbury School.
In each weekly two-hour session
students will get an hour of tuition in
either guitar, bass, drums or vocals,
in separate rooms with a maximum
of 5 students per tutor. Students will
perform their end of year gig at The
Fleece in Bristol, an amazing music
venue! For more info visit
http://www.therockproject.com/booka
taster

Road Safety
It is great to see so many students wearing cycle helmets. Unfortunately there
have been two incidents involving bikes and vehicles in the last week. I would
urge you to remind your child to pay close attention to the road on their journey
to and from school, especially along the Ashchurch Road.

COVID update
I hope you notice the more uplifting nature of this latest missive but do have to
finish by reminding you all that the spectre of COVID has not disappeared. I
have been made aware of 9 COVID cases in the last 72 hours.
The procedure now is that I will bring this to the attention of children, families
and staff who share classes with infected students but will not be instructing
children to self-isolate unless certain thresholds are met and after guidance
from Public Health England.
If your child is not displaying symptoms and testing negative then they
should be in school.
Schools have been told to carry on with the voluntary lateral flow tests until
Christmas in the interests of the whole school community. Your children will
shortly be bringing back more test kits for that purpose and I encourage them to
test and to report to us the outcome of the test. Testing should take place on a
Saturday and Tuesday. Should your child test positive they should seek a
confirmatory PCR test and self-isolate for 10 days. Please do keep us informed
at the school.
In terms of vaccinations for 12-15 year olds, these will be administered by NHS
England and you will receive information directly from them. As with all

vaccinations, the school’s role is limited in providing a venue and helping to
coordinate the distribution and receipt of consent forms. As yet we have not
been made aware of the likely timing of those vaccinations.

Autumn Term 2021
If you have not already done so, please take note of the term dates for this
autumn.

Our half-term at the end of October is extended by two days as

communicated previously.
20 September to 1 October - Open Morning tours for Year 6 children,
appointments are available via the website
Friday 24 September - virtual 'Making good progress in Y11' information for
parents issued
Thursday 7 October - virtual Y13 targeted parents' evening
Thursday 7 October - Y13 progress report issued to parents
Friday 8 October - non uniform day. Students are asked to donate £1
Wednesday 13 October – School photographs for children in Y9, 11 and 13
Monday 18 October - Y10 Geography rivers field trip
Tuesday 19 October - Y8 Maths Bletchley Park trip (Maths Groups 8e1 & 8c1)
Tuesday 19 October - Y11 progress report issued to parents
Wednesday 20 October - Y10 Geography rivers field trip
Friday 22 October to Monday 1 November - Half term
I hope your children are enjoying the start to the new academic year, staying
COVID-free and beginning to re-engage with activities both within and outside
of school.
Thank you for your continuing support and I look
forward to working in partnership with students
and their parents during the year ahead.
Yours faithfully
Mr G M Watson
Headteacher
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