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2 September 2021

Dear Year 7 families
Welcome to our Tewkesbury School Community!
I hope your child has arrived home tonight buzzing with enthusiasm about their
new school. Let us know any positive feedback you have either via Facebook
or to our school office email
If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school on
01684 292152 or using the email link above, as soon as possible. Your child’s
tutor will quickly deal with any problems. We want to make sure that your child
has a strong start.
Please remind your child that upon arrival to school tomorrow they should enter
the school via the bike sheds entrance and gather in the Central Tennis Courts.
They should line up in their tutor group, as they did today.
From next Tuesday, when they arrive at school they are to socialise in the
areas by the tennis courts or if arriving on the bell should report directly to their
tutor base in E block. They should aim to arrive for 8.30am
Car parks

Could we remind parents that the visitors car park at the front of E block should
not be used to drop off or collect your child.
Bikes
Please remind your child that they are not permitted to ride their bike on the
school site. Upon arrival, they must dismount and walk their bike to the bike
racks. After school, they must push their bike to the school gates.
It was great to see so many students wearing cycle helmets today. Please
make sure that they have bike lights and reflective strips on their coats and
bags in time for the approaching darker evenings.
PE kit
There is no need to send any PE kit or swimming kit with your child tomorrow
Classes 7XAHI, 7XLMK, 7XEGR, 7XCBR will need to bring their Tewkesbury
School PE kit of shorts/skort, tshirt, hoodie (if you have one) and trainers on
7 September. After lunch, 7X students will have their first double games lesson
- an introduction talk followed by a practical activity.

Canteen
We hope that your child enjoyed their complimentary meal from the Canteen
today. The Canteen will be selling hot meals tomorrow at lunch. From next
week, food is available before school, at break and at lunchtime from the
canteen service points. Children in receipt of free school meals are entitled to
something for breakfast before school OR something at break, as well as a
meal at lunchtime.
The menus and prices are available to view on the catering page of our
website here.

Please ensure you have credited your ParentPay accounts. We are aware of a
technical issue with ParentPay where parents have topped up accounts but a
zero balance is currently showing. We are working with ParentPay to resolve
this. Please be assured that no-one will be turned away at the service point
tomorrow.
A few things to look out for in the school bag:
Covid testing kit - students continue to be strongly advised to self-test at
home twice-weekly on Saturdays and Tuesdays until the end of September
when we are told the process will be reviewed. Please report your results to the
school and NHS via the links below
Report to school here
Report to the NHS here
Please continue to keep your child off school should they display any of the
now well-known symptoms of Covid.
School photo ticket: Photos were taken today. Your child will have a slip of
paper either in their bag or in a blazer pocket. You can use the unique log in
code to access your child's photo to order a photo from Academy
Portraits (please allow a few days for images to appear). Don't worry if the slip
hasn't made it home as another proof order card will be sent home with your
child in the next few weeks. Any photos you order are delivered to school.
Other reminders:
No mobile phones are to be seen in school between 8.00am and
3.30pm. Please do not text or call your child during this time. If you need
to get hold of them, please call the school office (as at Primary School)
and we will get a message to them. Phones used in school time are
confiscated and an after-school detention will be issued. Students have
been warned! We need and expect you to support this rule.

Please make sure that you keep a very close eye on your child’s use of
social media / phone use and be very firm with your expectations about
how they should use it to communicate. In our experience, new students
are delighted to make lots of new friends, using Snapchat or instagram to
link up with them, but within a few weeks there are shifts in groups and
children who are hitherto inexperienced at using social media can begin
to misuse it. This can cause issues with friendships. Please be firm. The
message is not to message anything that they wouldn’t say to someone’s
face. We recommend that parents remove devices from children’s rooms
at bedtime so that there is not the temptation to check them at all hours.
Your child will find secondary school exhausting – academic demands, a

new social sphere and puberty will all take their toll and firm sleep
routines are paramount to well-being and success.

Please be sure to let the school know if your child will be absent for any
reason.

Where possible, please make appointments after school.

Excellent attendance gives your child the best opportunity for social and
academic success. Further details about our attendance expectations will
be sent later this week. In summary:
Where it is not possible for a student to attend, a parent should notify the
school before 8.40am on the first day of absence and on each subsequent
day, preferably by:
telephoning the absence line (01684 851806) or
emailing attendance@tewkesburyschool.org on the first day of any
absence
When you have your app set up (log ins to follow) you can also notify us
via the app
Please give details of the reason for the absence and stating an
estimated return time
We will contact you by text through the automated system if your child is
absent and you have not contacted us. It is essential that you respond to
this message if you have not already informed us of absence.

Monday 6 September is an Inset day.

On Tuesday 7 September,

students in all years will attend. In the morning there is time tutor time and
after break children follow their new timetable moving round the school to
their classes, along with the rest of the school.

We look forward to getting to know you and your child over coming months and
hope this is the start of a supportive and positive relationship.
Kind regards
Lyndsey Woodward
Transition co-ordinator
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