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Dear new Year 7 Families
I hope you have had an enjoyable summer break. This is my final 'transition'
update with a summary of the return to school plans and few useful reminders
to help you to make the last preparations for the start of term.
You may wish to visit our Transition website for the last time to watch the
various department welcome videos so that your child gets a feel for the
school.

Summer learning activities
Thank you to those of you who have challenged yourselves to our maths
activities during the holiday.
Message from Mr Whitehead - Director of Maths
Apologies but it appears the Maths Murder Mystery was a bit more of a
challenge than intended, as it was missing the coded message for clue 7! This
has now been updated here if you would like to solve the mystery!
I hope you have enjoyed the activities set by the Maths Department and are
looking forward to starting Tewkesbury School.

Start of term arrangements
As you should be fully aware on the first two days of term students in Y7 will be
the only year group in school and will follow an induction timetable. This is to
help them settle in before the other students return. We will have Sixth Form
prefects in school to look after them, as well as staff.
Summary of the timing and arrangements
Start time: Thursday 2 and Friday 3 September - please be in school for
8.30am
Tuesday 7 September onwards - please be in school for 8.35am at the latest,
as registration starts at 8:40am
Wear uniform: Yes
Bring PE kit/swimming kit: Not needed on first two induction days.
Classes 7XAHI, 7XLMK, 7XEGR, 7XCBR will need to bring their
Tewkesbury School PE kit of shorts/skort, tshirt, hoodie (if you have one)
and trainers on 7 September. After lunch, 7X students will have their first
double games lesson - an introduction talk followed by a practical activity.
Pencil case and calculator: Yes
Arrival point: Central gates - these are the gates in the middle of the school,
that lead to the bike sheds located at the pedestrian crossing on the Ashchurch
Road.
On foot: enter through the central gates, then past the bike sheds to go to
central tennis courts
On bikes: enter through the central gates to lock up bike and then go to central
tennis courts
On village buses: Buses will park in the East entrance (by the motorway) and
on the first two days students should go directly to the central tennis
courts. Face masks are strongly advised in line with the government guidance
on enclosed areas.
Gloucester school minibus: The school bus stop is at the West entrance, in
the pool/sports hall car park. Face masks are strongly advised in line with the
government guidance on enclosed areas. Students should go directly to the
central tennis courts
From Tuesday 7 September onward: Students arriving before school are to
socialise in the central tennis courts or the area by the Gym/E block or should
report to their tutor base in E block.
School end times:

Thursday 2 September - 3:25pm
on Friday 3 September (and every Friday) school ends at 2:30pm
Departure point:
On foot or bikes via the central gates at the bike sheds
On village buses - wait at the bus bays at the East Gate by the Sixth Form
Centre (nearest to the motorway).
Gloucester minibus - wait in the car park by the pool/sports hall.
Please reassure your child to not worry about these logistical arrangements, as
there will be staff and prefects to welcome them and show them the way.

Covid testing
Thank you to those of you who have already given consent for your child to be
tested on their first morning in school. There will be staff available to help with
this
process.
If
you
have
any
questions
please
email
martin.thomas@tewkesburyschool.org

Induction programme
During the induction days, children will have a welcome assembly, time with
their tutor, a tour of the school, school photos, information sessions on things
such as expectations and study skills and the chance to meet some of their
new subject teachers for lessons.

Uniform and Equipment:
We're

really

looking

forward

to

seeing our new students in their
smart uniforms!
We are aware of the current shipping
delays from the uniform suppliers. If
you are having problems with
missing items of uniform for the start
of term - please email Mr Brownhill,
Head of Year 7
ian.brownhill@tewkesburyschool.org
You may wish to check what is
available in our nearly new shop.
It is vital that your child has all stationery, and it is
labelled, especially this year as we are unable to share or lend items.

clearly

We are also asking that children bring an inexpensive pair of plug in earphones
for ICT and Music lessons, as these cannot be shared (please note that

wireless/bluetooth headphones won't work).
Filled pencil cases (£6) and GCSE calculators (£8.50) can be purchased from
our online school shop. These are collected from the Reception during school
hours in the holiday or if you are unable to collect it will be given to your child's
tutor ready for the first induction day.

School meals: On the first day, our Catering Team at Aramark are pleased to
provide your child with a complimentary free meal. The menu is below.
Sausages & Mash
Tomato & Basil Pasta (v)
Jacket Potato with Cheese or Beans (v)
Sandwich Selection
Chocolate Sponge & Custard
Strawberry Mousse
Fresh Fruit
If your child has dietary needs, please contact our Catering Manager Ashley
Padfield on Padfield-Ashley@aramark.co.uk
If your child would prefer not to have the free meal, then please ensure
they have a packed lunch.
Children will also need to bring food/snacks for morning breaks and enough to
drink for the day.
Drinks: There are water fountains available to refill bottles. (Water stations will
be frequently sanitised). No cans or energy drinks allowed.
From next week, students can either bring a packed lunch or buy a lunch from
the canteen. This will be open before school serving breakfast, at break and
lunchtime. Please ensure that your ParentPay is set up and is credited. For the
induction days, as time is limited, bringing food for break is the best option.
Students will pay for food with with their lanyard, which will be issued on
Thursday morning. There are also cash top up stations and children will be
shown these on their tours.
Free School meals will carry over from primary schools. Your child just needs to
swipe their lanyard at the service point.

Lanyards: The lanyards, cashless catering cards and individual timetables
will be issued on Thursday morning. Students will need to bring the lanyard and
card to school every day.

School Photos: all Year 7 children will have a photo taken by Academy
Portraits on Thursday 2 September, after lunch. (You might want to send a
brush or comb and remind them to check over their appearance at lunchtime!)
An order code will be sent home with your child.

Homework: we use the online platform ClassCharts to set and manage
homework and to record behaviour. Parents can monitor this at home. You will
be issued with a log-in and password next week.

Mobile phones: A reminder that these are not allowed to be used at school.
As soon as your child arrives, the phone should be switched off and in their
bag. These are brought to school at your own risk; the school cannot take
responsibility for loss.

Student Handbook
The

Moving

up

to

Tewkesbury

School Handbook has been posted
to you during the holiday and can
also be read by clicking the image.
Please spare some time to read
through this and can I ask that your
child brings the student handbook, if
possible, as they may need to refer
to it in their first few days.

Don't

worry if you can't find it, as we have
spares.

Admission Form
It is really important to complete the Tewkesbury School admission form using
the link below. It should take around 10-15 minutes .
It is essential that we have up to date phone numbers and email addresses on
our system in case of illness, especially at the current time.
Most of our communications are sent via email (no more looking for letters in
the bottom of school bags!). Please use your 1st preference email address for
the parent who will want to receive general letters for trips etc and will handle
such matters. Invites to parents' evenings, termly newsletters/Head's
updates are always issued to both parents via email.
If you have any queries about completing your admission form or your 1st
preference email contacts, you can contact office@tewkesburyschool.org

Please complete the admission form by Monday 13 September at the very
latest.

COMPLETE THE ADMISSION FORM

A few final top tips for parents:
Double-check that everything is labelled – PE kit especially! Put the
label in an obvious place where it can be easily seen. Make sure pencil
cases, drinks bottles and shoes are labelled. We have a lost property
area located at the Student Reception.
Routine - Go over your new morning routine and check that your child is
confident with their route to and from school. Get the bus pass/cash ready
if you are using the bus. For anyone cycling to school, a bike lock is a
must.
School lunches – your child will get hungry! We often see children
eating their entire packed lunch during break time. Be prepared for the
extra food shopping you will need to keep them going! If your child will be
using the canteen, there is no need to pre-order - children have free
choice at the time.
Keep the next few weekends free of plans - your child will be tired! The
new routine, earlier mornings, plus lots of walking around the campus
takes a bit of getting used to. It might help to keep the next few weekends
relatively quiet at home.
Sore feet! At the start of term, all the extra walking in new shoes can
result in blisters. Pop a few plasters in your child's bag - just in case!
School App - we have a school app called Edulink. The app is available
on the Apple app store and the Google Play store or can be accessed via
a web browser at https://www.edulinkone.com. Further information, your
log in and instructions about the app will follow shortly.
Tips for parents to help children cope with change
Follow us! Please follow our pages on facebook, twitter and
instagram for useful updates, information and reminders!

Dates for your diary: Autumn Term - 2021
The full calendar of school events for next year can be viewed on the
website along with our term dates
2 and 3 September - Start of Autumn Term for new Y7 - induction days
2 September - Y7 school photos (afternoon)
6 September - Inset day
7 September - start of term for all students
w/c 4 October - Year 7 tutor / parent contact week
8 October - charity non uniform day
During October - Y7 'Learning Success' parents' information evening - info to
follow
Fri 22 Oct - Mon 1 Nov - Half term
I hope that your child is looking forward to their first
day. You will be surprised at how quickly they will settle
in and at their new found independence. However, if
you do have any concerns, please get in touch.
On behalf of the staff at Tewkesbury School, we look
forward to meeting you and your child.
Yours faithfully
Lyndsey Woodward
Transition co-ordinator
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