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28 May 2021
Dear Families 
 
The absence of fortnightly updates from me is a good sign and not an indication
that I have forgotten about you!  Without wishing to tempt fate, since my last
update, things have been remarkably settled on the Covid front.  With only 3
cases now per 100,000 people in the Tewkesbury area and none at the school,
we are very firmly in a better place.  The opportunity to remove face masks last
month came as a relief to many and the eventual arrival of some sunshine, too,
is to be welcomed.  Sadly, though, Covid has not gone away completely and I
found out only yesterday that my local pub has had to close due to a confirmed
positive case at a particularly inopportune time!  We all need to remain vigilant
and continue with those measures to which we have become accustomed on
public transport and in public places.  If your child has been testing then please
continue to do so.

Year 10, 11, 12 and 13
Y11 and Y13 students have now left us and await their signing off days and
doubtless will be eagerly anticipating their proms. Teachers continue to work
hard on generating, moderating and submitting centre assessed grades which
those students will receive as ‘exam results’ in early August.  A separate, more
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in depth update about the process surrounding Centre Assessed Grades and
key dates for events will be issued by Mr Adams. 
 
Y10 and Y12 students are in the run up to mock examinations and that will give
us a clear steer on how well they have coped with the pandemic and help us
strengthen their progress over time.  It still remains unclear what assessment
regime they are likely to face in summer 2022.  The exam timetables can be
viewed here Y10 and Y12.

Extra-curricular update
Things are slowly returning to normality and some of the ‘fun’ of school is being
reintroduced with an increasing opportunity to participate in extra-curricular
activities.  In April, the Student Parliament under the guidance of Mr Sansom,
entered a national competition run by the Office of National Statistics and won
the regional entry for the video presentation they put together about the
importance of the Census.

Congratulations to the
following students in
Year 7:  Henry, Rima,
Hannah, Ben, Charlie
and Oliver. 
 
Our recent non-uniform
day held  in April raised
a total of £1,200 in aid of
Winston's Wish. This
donation was made in
memory of our former
student Finley Bayliss.

Several groups of students from both Years 7 and 8 successfully completed the
Bikeability course delivered by the Gloucestershire Road Safety team. The
course developed and built their skills and confidence for cycling and helped
them to cycle safely and responsibly. 
 
Today is the National Festival of Arts and you will probably see splashed over
social media examples of young people showcasing their talents across the
country. We have several things to share, not least the very noisy 'Samba'
drumming sessions in Music, an Art workshop for Y10 and Y12, and a Y12
‘Wicked’ theatre workshop that has been organised by our drama department.  
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Some of the Year 7s enjoying their Samba workshop by visiting drummer Austin Rose.

After half-term the number of sports activities will be increasing in the run up to
the first Sports Day for some time. The clubs timetable can be viewed here. 
Please encourage your child to come along and get active!  All clubs are free of
charge.  
 
Our highly regarded Duke of Edinburgh's Award programme has also been able
to restart much to the delight of students and parents alike. I share my
appreciation publicly for the commitment of our staff to these enrichment
activities that do so much for the personal development of your children.

Staffing
I am also pleased to report that we are fully staffed for the new academic year
and are expecting a bumper crop of 243 new Y7 students joining us from the
junior schools, many of whom have already signed up for Chromebooks.  On
that subject, we recently appointed Mr Fair and Mr Doherty to two positions to
lead on our digital learning programme. These are exciting times and we look
forward to further embedding Chromebooks in the day to day life of the school. 
 
We have also recently secured a new geography teacher, Mr Pilkington, who
will be joining us in September.  Mr Baker who many of you will have come
across in the Sports Centre has now left us to take a position at Denmark Road
HS in Gloucester and his Estates Management position is now undertaken by
Mrs Whybrow.  Our thanks go to Mr Baker for his work at the school over a
lengthy period of time.   
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Our Sports Centre, at long last, has now sprung back into life and offers a wide
range of opportunities that will have been sorely missed in the local community,
including an exciting range of summer holiday activity clubs for children aged 5-
12.

Chromebook
orders
We would like to remind
families, including our
new Year 7 starters and
those transferring to
Year 12 who wish to
acquire a device for
September, that the
Chromebook order
portal has
now reopened and
closes on Friday 2 July.  
 

Please visit the order portal as this gives full and comprehensive information on
the scheme, Frequently Asked Questions, product, costs and insurance cover,
and to place your order. Click here for the portal. 
 
Financial Support - please do not let financial reasons be a barrier. If you
need some Chromebook support, please speak directly, in confidence, to our
charity partner Birmingham eLearning Foundation (BeLF) Email:
enquiries@belf.org.uk.Telephone: 0121 314 3407, they are there to support
and offer families advice.

School uniform - September
The Covid-19 pandemic has severely impacted manufacturers and suppliers
worldwide, one of our uniform suppliers, Monkhouse Schoolwear with stores
based in Cheltenham and Gloucester, would like to remind you to shop early in
June and July for new items.

This is so that they can ensure you
receive the best service pos sible and
guarantee your child will return to
school in September with everything
they need. 
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Monkhouse has created a new
Parent Guide which is available by
clicking on the image.  The guide
includes details of:

•    Our school uniform and prices 
•    How to order online or in store 
•    How to book a personalised 1:1 store appointment 
•    Offers and promotions on essential and accessory items
•    New click and collect options 
•    Extended free returns until 11th September

Forthcoming events and dates for your diary: 
Summer term 2 - 2021
Monday 7 June - start of Summer term 2 
Tuesday 15 June - Y13 sign-off at break. Sixth Form Centre. 
Monday 21 June - Friday 25 June - Y12 mock exam week 
Wednesday 23 June - Y7 progress report issued to parents/carers 
Friday 25 June - Non uniform day in aid of Stonewall.  Students should donate
£1 to their tutor on the day.  
Friday 25 June - Y11 sign-off morning, 9am-11am.  Drama Hall and Gym 
Friday 25 June - Y11 Prom at Hatherley Manor *Covid restrictions permitting 
Monday 28 June - Inset day 
Tuesday 29 June - Sixth Form induction day for Y11 joining Y12
Tuesday 29 June - Friday 2 July - Y10 mock examination week 
Wednesday 30 June - Y13 Leavers' Service at Tewkesbury Abbey.
7pm *Covid restrictions permitting 
Thursday 1 July - Y8 progress report issued to parents/carers 
Friday 2 July - Y13 Prom at Hatherley Manor *Covid restrictions permitting 
Tuesday 6  July - Y9 progress report issued to parents/carers 
Friday 9 July - Non uniform day in aid of Cheltenham & Glos Hospitals
Trust. Students should donate £1 to their tutor on the day. 
Wednesday 14 July - Sports Day 
Thursday 15 July - Y10 and Y12 progress report issued to parents/carers 
Thursday 15 July - Paddle Power event at Croft Farm 

https://www.monkhouse.com/parentguide?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Gary&utm_campaign=Monkhouse%20Parent%20Guide


Friday 16 July - 12.30pm students dismissed for summer 
  
Click here to view our term dates for 2021-2022.  The 2022-2023 dates have
also been released.

To conclude, things are going well and the
youngsters continue to perform admirably.   
 
I am sure you, and they, are ready for a break
and the Bank Holiday weekend looks like it may
bring with it a ray of sunshine to us all. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher
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