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11 May 2021
Dear Students, parents and carers,
Round up of student focuses
Teaching and Learning improvement plans
Spring is a time of great productivity in nature and the students and teachers at
Tewkesbury School are all approaching education with just as much energy and
enthusiasm. The sense of release from restrictions, and the drive to get back
into good patterns of teaching and learning as the days get brighter is palpable.
We are delighted that from Monday 17 May, students will no longer be
required to wear face masks between lessons. All other control measures,
including year group bubbles, separate social spaces, one-way systems
and distinct lunch service points will remain in place for the foreseeable
future.
Lessons for Year 11 and 13 finished 10 days ago in a flourish of revision - now
known as ”retrieval practice” and last week they began two weeks of formal
assessments, which will then be marked and moderated by teachers, quality
assured by leaders, with submission to the exam boards in mid June. It is a
tense process and we wish all involved lots of luck.
Subject specific curriculum information can be found on our website, but here is
a round up of what each year group has been up to in recent weeks:

Year 7
Teachers are enjoying reconnecting with their Year 7 classes in person and are
enjoying the opportunity to tell parents about their progress in the virtual
parents’ evenings. Incidentally, online parents’ evenings have been so
successful that we will definitely be keeping these in the future. Thanks to
parents for their positive feedback on our Facebook page.
Congratulations to those Year 7s who have been taking part in reading courses
supported by Year 12 students. The Sixth Formers love hearing you read and
we know you are grateful for their support.

Year 8
With their first and their second years at Tewkesbury School equally disrupted,
Year 8 students need to have a big push this term to make sure that they are
really reflecting on their levels of understanding and asking their teachers for
clarification of any concepts they have not yet grasped.
We have some Year 8 mentoring programmes set up for this term, with
particular focus on our boys. Tutors and students alike are very much enjoying
the tutor time reading programme. Keep it up!

Year 9
The Summer Term is sometimes a trial for Year 9 (and their teachers!) because
they have made their options choices and it is tempting to ease off in the
subjects that they have not chosen to study at GCSE. However, it is important
that Year 9 students maintain their effort levels in all subjects - there are many
cross curricular, transferable skills and they need to be GCSE-ready by the end
of July.
All Year 9s should have received confirmation of their GCSE options by now. If
not - have a search through your unread emails.

Year 10
Over half way through the GCSE course, Year 10s need to be keeping accurate
and neat summaries of their learning so far, so that they can use the coming
months to redact their notes into revision materials. Tempus fugit! This time
next year, you will be deep into the final weeks of revision and (hopefully) a
return to the more usual GCSE examinations. Put COVID behind you and really
go for it!
Parents - please register here for FREE parent and student workshops on
Memory Skills (11 May), Time Management (25 May), Motivation (15 June) and
Technology (6 July).
At the end of the month, Year 12 students will begin mentoring some Year 10
students and the initial focus will be on identifying their vision for the future by
working together on some virtual work experience platforms. Later this term, we
have an exciting visit to the University of Gloucestershire planned for the whole

of Year 10. Further information is likely to be released shortly relating to what
your exams may look like next year.

Year 11
Good luck Year 11 from everyone at Tewkesbury School! After a difficult
two years, you have two weeks of assessments and then your new venture
awaits!
We are delighted that 110 students have chosen to stay with us for the Sixth
Form, and whether you are moving on to another school, college or starting an
apprenticeship, make sure that between now and then, you make good use of
your time. Make sure your CV is up to date and push yourself to get a holiday
job that will develop your confidence and skills. We want you to keep an eye on
your future and expect all Year 11s to engage with our virtual work experience
(password: opt2VWEX ) until the end of June. Completed courses are awarded
with certificates. Parents - it would be very beneficial to your Year 11 son or
daughter if you could support them with this.
We look forward to supporting some students with a transition visit to GlosCol
at the end of the month and congratulate those who completed their
employability workshops, earning a certificate in grit and determination.

Year 12
Thank you so much to Year 12 for all their work helping others within our
Tewkesbury School community. A Tewkesbury School Sixth Form renaissance
is happening because of their commitment to support other year groups with
academic and pastoral matters. No wonder we have so many Year 11s wanting
to join you next year. You didn’t have the experience of taking formal exams
last year, so really throw yourself into your Year 12 exams so that your place in

Year 13 can be assured.
Use the time after exams to research your next steps and make sure your
summer job or voluntary work sets you up with the skills you need to prove your
abilities and passions in upcoming interviews. More information is likely to be
released very shortly in relation to what your exams may look like next year.

Year 13
It’s hard to say goodbye after 7 years, but we are so proud of you and all you
have achieved in difficult circumstances. We wish you all the best as you start
the next exciting and liberating chapter of your lives, with many of you leaving
home for the first time. Please do come back to visit Tewkesbury School so that
you can inspire the cohorts that follow you.

In other teaching and learning news
Mr Fair and Mr Doherty will be ensuring that our digital strategy is aligned with
wider school focuses such as raising attainment, enriching the curriculum and
training students and staff to use digital technology in a creative and productive
way. These appointments will further integrate Chromebooks into the learning
process.
Mrs Adcock has been appointed as Teacher of Chemistry and was most
impressed with the professionalism of our student panel whose questions
related to the joy of chemistry, the use and abuse of technology, equality in the
classroom, academic pressure versus well being. We look forward to
her joining us in September.
This week, Miss Rogers, a former student, re-joins our school as our Isolation
Room Supervisor and Ms Wood who is already with us as a Teaching Assistant
will take over the supervision of the Inclusion Room. Ms Adcock joins
our efficient team of Learning Advisers who work hard to cover teaching staff
when they are absent.
We have re-designated the Heads of House to Heads of Year roles. Forced to
switch to year group tutor groups as a result of COVID, we have found that this
structure has improved communication and monitoring this year and is a
system that we will keep.

Other school focuses as we return from lockdown include:
Actions to raise the profile of reading and vocabulary across the school
A sharper focus on the progress of boys in Years 8 and 9
Developing more opportunities for student voice as they engage in a
variety of projects
Staff have more opportunities to engage in their own professional
development preferences due to the exponential growth of digital training
resources in the last 18 months.

Please get in touch with any other questions or
comments that you may have.
Yours faithfully
Clare de Glanville
Deputy Headteacher
clare.deglanville@tewkesburyschool.org
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