Tewkesbury School: Head's end of term update - April 2021

View this email in your browser

April 2021
Dear Families
Regrettably, though perhaps understandably, the substance of this
communication remains very firmly rooted in Covid and the impact it is having
on us all.
It has been a joy to welcome your children back to school and do all those
things that were so difficult to complete remotely. At the time of writing this
update, I have witnessed children playing basketball, making denim bags,
baking chocolate muffins, creating electrical circuits, experimenting in science
and manufacturing aluminium post-it holders. Levels of attendance at school
remain very strong and attitudes and behaviour too continue to be pleasing.
The outlook continues to brighten and provisional dates have been booked for
the Year 11 and Year 13 proms this year and a Year 13 Leavers’ Service at
Tewkesbury Abbey may well be a possibility. Further information will follow
about each event.

Return to school timings
With the incidence of Covid remaining low and continuing to fall in our area,
staff and students routinely testing in large numbers and the success of the
vaccination programme, I feel that we can now safely revert to our normal
school day timings from Monday 19 April.

Tutor periods for Year 10 and Year 11 will move back to the morning and all
children will leave and depart at the same times as illustrated in the table below.

Year 7 and 9 students will now be expected to arrive and leave using the bike
shed entrance (at the pedestrian crossing gate) and park any bikes in that
area.

Testing
Thank you to all those of you who are taking advantage of the home-testing kits
on the back of the initial testing done within school. According to our records,
approximately 900 students are regularly testing twice-weekly and reporting
their results to the school. Whilst pleasing, this still leaves a significant minority
unaccounted for and I would appeal to all those who have not conducted tests
to do so for the common good and to help prevent widespread closures in the
future.
A single child carrying the virus, possibly unknowingly, could still lead to a very
significant number of children having to self-isolate with all the knock-on
adverse consequences for learning and for families. Staff, too, continue to test
in large numbers to minimise any future disruption.
All students have been given further testing kits in the last week of term so that
twice weekly testing can continue during the Easter holidays. Please report
results to the NHS and to school. Whilst tests remain voluntary there is a
massive community benefit to the school when the majority of students and
staff continue to test.
Regardless of your view on tests please do inform the school
via office@tewkesburyschool.org should your child test positive.
It would be particularly helpful if your child could conduct and report a

test result on Sunday 18 April, the day before we re-start the
summer term.

Easter Prize Draw
Thank

you

to

everyone

who

supported our fundraising Easter
Raffle. We are thrilled that £962 was
raised.
The

proceeds

will

go

towards

supporting our rewards initiative and
for additional items of equipment.

Mad Hatter's tea party
At the end of the Autumn term our current Year 10 textiles students were given
the brief to create a "Mad Hatter" inspired costume for a themed fashion shoot,
expecting to return from the Christmas holidays to have face to face support
and help. This as you know was not to happen! Instead the students found
themselves in their bedrooms or living rooms learning how to make a bodice via
live lessons on google classroom.
The costumes created this year have shown exceptional creativity, imagination
and precision. I am incredibly proud of with the way in which our students have
risen to the challenge and would also like to thank the parents, who I am sure
have helped along the way to produce such amazing outcomes, which form a
valuable part of the GCSE portfolios.
At the end of term a fashion photo was arranged to show off the creations. The
students helped to develop the set and did all the makeup and styling
themselves and we feel the results are worthy of a vogue pull out! Well done
Year 10 on what you have achieved in such difficult circumstances. This has
reaffirmed why I became a teacher and what an amazing pool of student talent
we have at Tewkesbury School.
Tamsin Cummins

Equipment
A reminder to students
that they need to be
bringing books and all
the
equipment

necessary
and

stationery to lessons.

Items
of
stationery,
replacement
lanyard
items,
ties
and
facemasks
are
all
available to buy from our
ParentPay online shop.

Examination preparation
Year 11 and Year 13 students will return for only three weeks before tackling
their second set of internal examinations. Specific messages have been
shared with those students and their parents regarding the final run up to those
assessments and the subsequent creation and submission of teacher assessed
grades.

Summer uniform
When we return after Easter, students will have the option of wearing summer
uniform. In recent years, most students have wisely chosen to continue to wear
their normal uniform at least for a few weeks due to the temperatures. Some
hardy students, however, will still choose to wear an official Tewkesbury School
short-sleeved blouse or shirt.
Shirts must have the Tewkesbury School logo on them. A tie isn't needed with
badged shirts but the blazer is a compulsory item and will be required in school.
Students will still be expected to wear their blazers between lessons but are
free to take them off in lessons and at break and lunch time.
Summer shirts can be purchased online from Monkhouse Schoolwear (formerly
SchoolTogs) in Cheltenham and Gloucester. We also have summer shirts in
various sizes available in the nearly new uniform shop. If you are replacing
outgrown items over Easter, please do help other parents by donating
unwanted items of uniform and PE kit for re-sale. All monies raised go back
into our ever growing rewards programme.

Items can be delivered to our

Reception which is open during the holidays.

Former Headteacher Mr Paul Cotter
It is with deepest sadness that we share the news that former Headteacher, Mr
Paul Cotter, passed away on Sunday 21 March. Mr Cotter was Headteacher
from 1985 until 2002, when he retired and we are sure that many of you will
remember him well. He was greatly admired and respected both as a
Headteacher and as a person and our thoughts are with his family at this
difficult time.
A private funeral is taking place on Wednesday 7 April at 11:00am and details
of the cortege route have been shared on our Facebook page for anyone
wishing to pay their respects.

Construction works
Please be aware that construction on the new development by the BP
Garage starts on 12 April 2021. Many students use the footpath alongside the
area and should be aware of the construction traffic on their route to and from
school.

Letter to young people from the Secretary of State
The Secretary of State for Education has recently written to children and young
people to recognise the impact of the disruption they have faced over the past
year and to thank them for their resilience. The letter also highlights the
importance of coronavirus (COVID-19) testing and the vital role this plays in

helping to prevent the virus spreading.

The letter is published on the DfE

media blog.
All that remains is for me to wish you and your
families a very Happy Easter holiday and thank
you all for your continuing support.
The school office is open from 8:30am-3:00pm
throughout the holidays for any queries you may
have.
Yours faithfully
Mr G M Watson
Headteacher
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