Y11 & Y13 Exams update 2021
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11 March 2021
Dear Year 11 and 13 parents/carers
I am hopeful that your child’s return to school this week has been a successful
one and that he or she has enjoyed attending normal lessons again and
catching up with friends and teachers. We are so grateful to have all of our
students back in school and they have made a very positive start back into
lessons and learning on site.
As you will be aware from coverage in the media and from our recent letters to
you, the Government announced that GCSE and A Level exams would not
happen as normal this year. I know that there will be obvious questions, which
all parents will have, about how we will arrive at a GCSE or A Level grade for
our students.
I am hopeful that the following principles will help you to understand our
approach this year. This is similar to the approach we used last year which
gave students extremely fair, accurate and robust exam results.

How we will award GCSE and A Level Results in 2021

Teachers will arrive at a fair final grade for students in Year 11 and Year
13 by drawing on a range of evidence, which should include classwork,
homework, mock exam grades and final assessments in May, which will
be shortened exam style assessments in the Sports Hall.
Assessment of students' knowledge and skills will cover all aspects of the
course students have been taught. Any topics, or themes which have not
been covered by teachers, will not be assessed.
Final grades awarded will be based on a ‘best fit approach’ and not favour
one piece of evidence or topic over another.
Final assessments, which will form part of the broader range of evidence
that teachers use to award exam grades, will begin from Tuesday 4 May
2021.
From Tuesday 4 May students will not need to attend normal
lessons, only their exams or assessments, which will be clearly outlined
in a timetable.
Subject leaders, myself and Mr Watson, will quality assure all Centre
Assessed Grades awarded to students before they are sent off to exam
boards, which needs to be done by Friday 18 June.

I have outlined a timeline below for you to be aware of, which shows what is
happening in school and when, in relation to planned teaching, revision and
assessment until the end of the academic year. More information will be
released to you week commencing 22 March, which will include:
An exam and assessment timetable, released on Friday 26 March 2021.
The topics Year 11 and Year 13 will need to revise in each subject from
Monday 22 March.

Why are we still having exams if the Government have
cancelled them?

We can tailor these to our students based on what they have been
taught.

It is the expected form of assessment for the majority of students.
It is the fairest way of assessing all students in each subject.
It gives students another opportunity to prove the standard they are
capable of.
It enables teachers and subject leaders to standardise and quality assure
results robustly.
It is good evidence to submit to any exam boards, who may wish to check
our grades.

The broader message for students in Year 11 and Year 13 this week has been
that there is still much for them to do prior to finishing this academic year.
In addition to this, there is also still time for students to be working on improving
the evidence teachers have of the grades that they are capable of in class,
before beginning the process of revising for end of year assessments.

Thank you for your continued support. I will be writing to you again soon with an
outline of topics for students to revise and exam timetables. In the meantime, if
you require any further information, then please do not hesitate to contact me
via email on rhys.adams@tewkesburyschool.org

Yours faithfully

Rhys Adams
Deputy Head (Curriculum)
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