
 

 

13 November 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Families 
 
When I started this update, I was going to talk about a calm and productive week with no additional cases of 
Covid.  Sadly, I have now had to amend that introduction!  Whilst we have indeed had a calm and productive week, 
I have heard this morning of a positive case in Y8 on the core pathway.  The student in question, who is recovering 
at home, has not been in school this week.  All Y8 core students have been asked to self-isolate next week and 
return to school on Monday 23 November.  All other students, including those in the extension pathway in Y8, are 
expected in school next week. 

 
School attendance remains high at over 94% which is in line with that we would typically expect at this time of 
year.  It is well above county and national averages, and shows both the value you place on your children’s 
education at this most difficult of times, together with a reassuring degree of confidence in the safety measures we 
have in place at the school.  Incidence of the virus in the Tewkesbury area, whilst having risen, does remain 
comparatively low.  I cannot stress enough just how pleased I am with the way in which your children continue to 
conduct themselves in school.  Our staff, of all descriptions, are also doing a brilliant job and worthy of recognition. 

 
Remembrance events earlier this week were more low key this year but the bugle did sound, the wreath was laid 
and the whole school community showed their respects as ever. 

 
With face to face parents’ evenings out of the question at the moment, teachers will be supplying full reports to 
those year groups that are missing out.  In 2021 we look forward to trialling remote parents’ evenings.  In the 
meantime, if you have specific concerns about your child then do please contact their tutor or Head of House. 

 
GCSE and A level students are shortly to take mock examinations and many, but not all, will have been studying 
hard.  There remains considerable uncertainty in England in relation to the plans for examinations next summer 
and grades from internal assessments may well contribute to their actual grades next summer thus increasing the 
relevance of these forthcoming exams.  We also remain uncertain in relation to a pending Ofsted inspection which 
was due before the first lockdown and could still happen in January. 

 
A shorter update than you have been accustomed to but perhaps that is a good sign!   

 

 
Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 


