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Dear Families 

I do hope that you and your children managed to get some quality time together over the extended half-term 
break.  Sadly, my own planned holiday with my wider family, postponed from April, had to be cancelled for the second 
time due to Tier 3 measures in Lancashire.  I hope you had better fortune and managed to see friends and family before 
the onset of the second lockdown later this week. 
 

I shan’t venture into either the politics or the science but concentrate on the familiar turf of education where I have 
spent all my working life.  As far as school is concerned, little has changed since my last update.  The local picture is 
marginally worse but not sufficiently worse to trigger any changes in policy at the school.  Local hospitals continue to 
have ample capacity in our region and the Tewkesbury area has a low infection rate compared to other areas of 
Gloucestershire and fares even better when compared to the figures for England. 
 

I do need to report, however, that one of our students, who had been taking part in routine Covid tests run by the 
Office for National Statistics (ONS), did test positive over half-term.  The student in question, who lives in Cheltenham, 
was not displaying any symptoms, continues to be fit and well but, in line with Government guidance, will be self-
isolating along with their family members for the required 10 days.  There are very clear protocols for headteachers to 
follow when informed of a positive test result amongst their school community.  Having followed those processes 
yesterday, it is clear that there are no implications for the wider school community.  I am very comfortable with the 
advice I have been given from the Department for Education and there is no cause for alarm amongst students, their 
families or members of staff.  The fundamental reason why other students do not need to isolate on this occasion is 
down to the timing of the infection which happened during the half-term break. 
 

What this does highlight, however, is the need for continued vigilance.  This is where you can help us by reinforcing 
the messages that your children will receive when they return tomorrow.  You have heard them before but I make no 
apology for repetition. 
 

 Hands should be washed frequently and sanitised on the way into classrooms 
 Students are expected to help clean desk surfaces before leaving a classroom 
 One way systems are in place for the benefit of the whole school community and must be adhered to 
 Students should remain in their year group bubbles before school, at break and at lunchtime 
 Dedicated year group eating spaces should be used 
 Movement between lessons should continue to be orderly and swift 
 Students should come properly equipped for lessons with appropriate stationery 
 Lanyards MUST be worn around necks from tomorrow for reasons explained previously 

 

Your children are to be commended for the excellent way that they have taken on board these expectations and 
routines and I expect them to continue to do so.  I also continue to believe wholeheartedly that school is the right 
place for your children and am looking forward to reporting back positive news on school attendance in the weeks 
ahead.  That said, please do not send your children to school should they have a temperature, a continuous cough or 
lose their sense of taste and/or smell. 
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I am very aware of the potential adverse social, emotional and economic impact of the new lockdown on many in our 
community and the knock-on effect on their children.  If we can do anything to help or if there are things you need to 
share with us please get in touch.  We may not be able to help but we will always try as best we can. 
 

Best wishes 

 
Mr G M Watson 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


