
 

 

 

Dear Families 

Earlier this week, I explained that I would give you more detail on this year’s planned proms for Y11 and Y13 students 

as soon as I possibly could.  At the same time as I wrote to you, I sent an email to all fellow headteachers in 

Gloucestershire’s secondary schools enquiring about how they were dealing with similar events in their schools.  By 

the end of yesterday, I had received 18 replies from colleague heads who, without exception, informed me that,  

regrettably, they would not be running their proms this summer. 

Yesterday afternoon, we received confirmation from Hatherley Manor Hotel, our prom venue, that they did not think 

that large gatherings would be allowed for quite some time.  As a consequence, they have made the decision to allow 

all bookings to be cancelled without charge. 

Given both these positions, I am left with no alternative but to refund monies that have been paid and offer all of you 

my sincere apologies.  As a teacher, I have been to school proms every year for the last 32 years, I know how much 

they are anticipated and how much they will be missed.  I am also well aware of the advance planning and financing 

that goes into such an event by families, young adults, and staff.   

However, none of us could have anticipated the circumstances in which we find ourselves.  I would urge all the 

youngsters to try to keep the absence of their prom in context.  Over 32,000 people have so far lost their lives to Covid-

19 in the UK and that figure continues to rise.  Many of the children at our school, and indeed the staff, have been 

impacted personally by the virus and several have lost loved ones as a direct result. 

The absence of a prom, whilst heart-breaking, could have been far, far worse for you and your family.  If you are one 

of the many families who have lost relatives or friends to Covid-19, I offer you my deepest sympathies. 

To finish, I would remind you that GCSE and A level results days, as far as we currently know, will continue to take 

place on the original days i.e. 13 August (A Level) and 20 August (GCSE).  Further details will be issued in due course 

but do please be aware that there are likely to be social distancing issues to deal with on those days.  Whilst planning 

has not started in relation to the days themselves, I do anticipate that students will collect their results at one of many 

different points around the school depending on their surname, thus minimising wait time and maximising distances. 

To finish, I would like to thank you for your support throughout your time and association with the school. I hope your 

children take away many happy memories and, should they be continuing into the Sixth Form, I look forward to 

welcoming them, and you, back to our extended family. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 


