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Dear Parents/Carers      

Don’t worry! 

So, here we are - the end of Week 1.  I hope you and your families are bearing up under the additional stress and 
strain. 
 
The key message I want to get across today is not to unduly worry about the current education of your child.  
 
None of us ever chose to be in the position in which we find ourselves.  This is not pre-planned, purposeful home 
schooling but a response to an unprecedented emergency situation impacting on the whole world.  Your only true 
priority has to be to look after your own health and wellbeing, that of your close family and especially your children. 
 
So what if your child doesn’t do every piece of work set?  So what if they miss a deadline?  I for one won’t be berating 
them or issuing you or them detentions!  What our teachers are trying to do is the very best they can in their own 
difficult circumstances to help keep your children occupied for at least part of their rather boring day.   
 
Real learning takes place in a school, where children can move, staff can experiment and youngsters can run around 
chat, play and learn.  If true learning could take place remotely, teachers would be redundant and schools derelict. 
 
I have charged staff with setting your children ‘stuff to do’.  If your children don’t do that work it’s not the end of the 
world.  I don’t want them to suffer nor you to get increasingly anxious about them falling behind.  Some families are 
struggling to access materials due to lack of computers or internet access.  Maybe parents and carers are not well 
placed to support due to a lack of expertise or more importantly because they are still carrying out essential functions 
for us all.  I would urge you to do what you can but certainly not to stress – you have more important things over which 
to get stressed! 
 
All we are trying to do is to encourage some distance learning and to give some sense of normality to your children 
and something to do over what could be a protracted period of time. 
 
Don’t worry – be as happy as you can – and look after yourself and your children.  Children in Y7-9 will be doing all of 
this again many more times before they leave school.  We are not remotely creating some sort of ‘hit list’ of who is 
falling short of expectations. 
 
Of more importance to me and my colleagues will be the impact on GCSE and A level students.  If your child is in Y10 
or Y12 the position is different.  We simply cannot afford for them to lose the equivalent of what might be three 
months study.  I need your help with this one.  Students in Y10 and Y12 MUST be in frequent contact with their 
teachers.  Sadly, some have not touched base a single time this week.  These students are older and need to show 
greater ownership of their own learning.  We will NOT have the time to go over everything in the months ahead. 
 
What follows are some simple tips or small pieces of information that may or may not be helpful. 
 
Above everything, look after yourselves and stop trying to be superheroes! 
 
Stay safe and stay isolated. 
 

 
Mr G M Watson 
Headteacher 



 
 
In brief 
 
The Easter holidays will be a break for our staff and your children.  Teachers will NOT be setting work.  If children are 
bored then they could use this period to catch up or try some of the more creative tasks. 
 
If your child does not have access to a computer then get them to use paper instead.  Teachers are being encouraged 
to set tasks that don’t necessarily require computers or indeed printers. 
 
If you can continue to support your child, please do.  Everything they and you do will be beneficial.  If you are struggling, 
then keep things in perspective and simply try to do your best in an imperfect situation. 
 
Students should be encouraged to DATE and TITLE any work that they choose to do – with the date that the work was 
set. 
 
Teachers report to me that they have already received many excellent pieces of work for which they have awarded 
ClassCharts points. 
 
Mental health and wellbeing 
 
There are several websites that you and/or your child may wish to take a look at to help with anxiety and wellbeing 
 
Parenting in a pandemic -How to protect your child from stress.  
 
https://parentswithconfidence.com/protect-your-child-from-stress-and-anxiety/   
 
Mental wellbeing advice for children and young people  
 
https://www.educare.co.uk/files_cms/blocks_hosted_content/15/content/index.html#/  
 
Trips 
 
We have already refunded many parents the cost of trips that have been cancelled.  Please note that to ensure we get 
full refunds for parents we sometimes need to wait for a company or a hotel to cancel the booking rather than us 
cancel first.  As soon as we become aware that trips have been cancelled and that you and the school are not at risk 
of financial loss, we will process refunds.   
 
Any queries regarding trip refunds should go to alison.baillie@tewkesburyschool.org  
 
 
To finish, I would just like to thank you for everything you are doing to support us and your children. 
 
If there is anything specific that we can do to help, then please do get in touch.  A previous mailer listed the best 
contacts to get help. 
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