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highlight of which was the Michael Jackson 
‘Thriller’ dance, not something you see every 
day in Tewkesbury Abbey!

The audience settled again to listen to a 
heartfelt speech from Miss Johnson, Director 
of Sixth Form. She spoke passionately about 
an outstanding year group, referring to several 
funny anecdotes and major events in social 
history that have all happened throughout the 
lifetimes of the Year 13 students and school 
career. It’s amazing how quickly time flies!

She congratulated the “students of the year” 
who were Jordan Pockett, Claudia Smith, 
Ethan Talbot and Sam Franklin. The “Overall 
Contribution” to the Sixth Form was awarded to 
Drew Young. Miss Johnson also paid tribute 
to the fellow staff from the Sixth Form Team for 
their work and especially to Pam Johnston, 
affectionally known as just ‘Pam’ by the 

An evening of celebration marked the end 
of an era for this year’s Year 13 students.  

In May, the inaugural Leavers’ Service was 
held in the wonderful setting of Tewkesbury 
Abbey. The event was the culmination of 
weeks of planning, preparation and rehearsals, 
coordinated by the very able Sixth Form 
Committee. The students’ organisational efforts 
were supported by Pam Johnston, Sixth Form 
Administrator, and the Rev. David Ibbotson of 
Tewkesbury Abbey who were both more than 
happy to assist with the arrangements. 

The plans were made. The scene was set. 
The evening of 22 May was here and the 
excitement and anticipation heightened.  
The Abbey filled with proud families that 
took their seats to watch the opening musical 
performance by talented pianist, Josh O’Leary. 
This was followed by a speech from Head Boy, 
Sam Blenkin and Head Girl, Bethan Walters 
who congratulated their fellow students 
on their successes and paid tribute to the true 
friendships that had bound the peers together 
over the last few years. Our dynamic Year 13 
dancers then performed a lively routine, the 

FAREWELL
YEAR 13

The ceremony was completed by everyone 
in the audience singing ‘I’ll be There For You’ by 
the Rembrandts which rounded off the evening 
perfectly. As the sun shone in through the East 
Wing doors, the audience were invited to join 
students and staff for a delightful buffet which 
was enjoyed by all. 

Lucy Johnson, Director of Sixth Form, said, 
“The inaugural Leavers’ Celebration held 
at our beautiful Abbey was indicative of the 
enthusiasm of our Year 13 students. They have 
completely embraced Sixth Form life, working 
hard and contributing to the ethos of our Sixth 
Form. It was a joy to share the evening with 
them and their families and we look forward 
to hearing of their successes in the future. 
I would also like to thank the Rev. Ibbotson and 
the Abbey staff; without their input this event 
would have not been possible.”
To see more of images taken on the evening, 
please view our website photo gallery.  

students, who received plenty of cheering and 
a standing ovation from the student crowd.

Nadia Moysey and Martha Avery sang a 
beautiful rendition of ‘Because I Knew You’. 
Coupled with the wonderful acoustic setting 
of the Abbey, their performance was simply 
stunning. Gary Watson, Headteacher, then 
made his address to the students and echoed 
his thanks to staff for their commitment and 
professionalism, also thanking parents for their 
on-going support. He wished the students 
every success in the future; it was now time for 
them to take the driving seat in life.

Ethan Talbot (Brunel) followed on with 
a moving leavers’ prayer. He referred to the 
hopes and desires for the future and to 
his friends, the new generation who are 
moving on to a new world which they have 
power to shape for all. 

Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager
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Summer is now upon us and the last few 
weeks have provided our young people 

with innumerable opportunities to display 
their talents.  The examination season 
has passed for another year and anxious 
students, parents and teachers await the 
results of their endeavours. We anticipate 
improved results in August at both GCSE 
and ‘A’ level and I have already invited an 
early inspection by Ofsted in the Autumn 
Term for them to witness and endorse the 
progress that has been made this academic 
year. 

a capsule collection and catwalk show 
at the NEC. Engineering students at 
Launchpad continue to excel and sixth-
formers once again acquitted themselves 
well in the Engineering Education Scheme 
finals.  Megan Betteridge claimed two gold 
medals in the recent show jumping event at 
Hartpury College.  Our rowers, in association 
with AB Severn Rowing Club, continue 
to excel in regattas across the country; 
congratulations go to Jenna Roberts 
(Priestley), Robyn Davies (Priestley) and 
Danny Cassey-Gurney (Keller), in particular, 
on their rowing achievements.  Rebecca 
Plant (Elgar) is only recently back from 
Wisconsin in the USA following her success 
in a Rotary Club competition.  Students and 
staff are about to depart for our biannual 
Sports Tour to South Africa. Swimmers, 
too, are doing exceptionally well with 
several students competing at Divisional 
and National Schools’ Championships.  They 
are not alone in benefiting from our newly 
refurbished swimming pool and a variety 
of swimming classes are soon to begin.  
Horticulture students were commended 
for their ‘Battle of Tewkesbury’ themed 
garden at the Malvern Spring Show.  Our 
Arts Week has once again allowed much 
showcasing of work including photography, 
fine art, dance, music and drama.  These are 
just a few of the remarkable achievements 
of our youngsters. Do please look at the 
‘Gallery’ section of our website for a much 
fuller visual record of what has happened 
this year.

We will continue to strive for excellence in all 
areas next year and I will be looking to crank 
up standards yet further from September.  
Your support is always appreciated and I 
would refer you to the accompanying letter 
which gives a flavour of how best you can 
continue to help us. Finally, on behalf of 
all of us at the school, I wish you all a very 
happy holiday.   

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Mr G M Watson
Headteacher

‘We will continue to 
strive for excellence 
in all areas next 
year ... ’

It is also that time of year when we say 
our goodbyes to departing students and 
staff and wish them well in whatever new 
ventures lie ahead. Our inaugural Y13 
Leavers’ Service at Tewkesbury Abbey was a 
real success and is set to become a regular 
event in the years ahead.  It would be remiss 
of me not to mention Mrs Ruth Haines who 
leaves us after a total 15 years of dedicated 
service to the youngsters. We shall all 
miss her and I would like to extend my 
personal thanks to her for her positivity and 
contributions over such a lengthy period.  
We wish all those staff and students leaving 
us this year the very best for whatever path 
they choose to follow.

Space rest r ic ts  my own personal 
congratulations to students, so apologies 
if you are not mentioned in what follows.  
Edie Kelsey (Keller) won the Y12 Fashion 
Designer UK title at Worcester and now 
benefits from the opportunity to produce 

Brockway – Maths, Mrs Bradley – Sociology 
and Mrs Fowler – Community/TLC.

We wish a fond farewell to Mrs Haines from 
Learning Support who retires after 15 years 
of collective service spanning from 1973 up 
until today!  

This term we say thank you and goodbye 
to the following members of staff and 

wish them well with their new ventures:
Mrs Cane – PE, Mr Brixey – PE, Miss 
Bullingham – PE, Mr Beard – English, 
Miss Gallacher – English, Miss Breeden – 
English, Mr George – Learning Support, Mr 

Learning Support teacher, Mrs Haines, who retires this year.

GOODBYE TO STAFF

primary schools mean that from Years 3 or 
4 children are visiting Tewkesbury School to 
take part in activities.  These could be sports 
activities, music and drama performances, 
DT competitions or science work.  Our library 
welcomes visits from primary school groups 
and we can provide a box of books for a 
particular topic.

To many parents, their child’s graduation 
from primary to secondary school is 

a milestone comparable to the one that 
marked their first day in Reception, seven 
years before. Time has flown by, but the 
parents’ welling tears and the child’s proud 
stance as the new uniform is modelled 
are the same. The good luck wishes from 
friends and grandparents are the same.  
The child’s determination to give their best 
and try their hardest is the same.

Whilst saying goodbye to primary school 
can be a real wrench for many parents, the 
majority of ten and eleven year olds are ready 
to continue their learning journey in a bigger 
environment, with the chance to seek new 
opportunities and friendship groups.

At Tewkesbury School we have developed our 
transition programme to be a gradual, rather 
than sudden shift, from one environment 
to another. Close contacts with the town’s 

Clare de Glanville
Assistant Headteacher

MOVING UP TO SECONDARY SCHOOL

‘At Tewkesbury School 
we have developed our 
transition programme 
to be a gradual, rather 
than sudden shift’ 

lessons. Individual welcome meetings are 
held that evening and new students and their 
families meet Heads of House or other senior 
staff. For students who need a little extra 
reassurance before moving up, additional 
visits are organised for the last week of term. 
Those students who have been invited to take 
part in the Summer School programme will 
also find the extra interaction with teachers 
and peers a great benefit as they prepare to 
move schools.

But the transition doesn’t end there.  At the end 
of September, tutors phone parents to report 
on how the Y7s have settled in and parents 
are invited to an evening to find out how to 
support learning at home. Short reports are 
sent home throughout the year and there’s 
a Parents’ Evening late in the autumn term.  
A final written report in the summer term 
of Year 7 is testimony to the students’ 
achievements and efforts throughout the year.

By the end of Year 7 any parental or student 
anxiety about moving up is a distant memory 
and the cycle begins again as the Year 7s 
support the next cohort as they move up.  

matched to their primary school and look 
after their former school mates.  This year 
children sampled secondary school style 
lessons in languages, ICT, DT, PE, humanities, 
science, English and maths.  They were also 
treated to a hot meal in the canteen which, 
judging from the empty plates, was much 
appreciated.

The Open Evening in the autumn – this year 
at 5.30pm on Monday 29th September 2014 
– is an opportunity for Year 6 students to visit 
the school again and see showcase lessons, 
speak to teachers and quiz current students 
about the school. For many parents it is the 
first time they have returned to have a look 
around since they themselves were at the 
school in the ‘80s or ‘90s and they are always 
impressed with the developments.

In the Spring of Year 6, student places are 
allocated and a series of events takes place 
to give out further information and deepen 
the relationship with our new students.  
The Expectations Evening in April sets 
the tone with parents and, in May, Year 7 
students return to their primary schools to 
present information, give advice and answer 
questions from the Year 6s. Throughout the 
summer term, primary teachers pass on 
academic and pastoral information and tutor 
group details are also released. 

The Partnership Learning Event in June is an 
opportunity for Year 6 students to bring a 
parent along to take part in some academic, 
physical and social challenges. The Taster Day 
in July is a chance for new students to have 
a full day here; practising their journey to 
and from school and getting a feeling for the 
layout of the campus as they move between 

Current Year 7s on their first day in September

Year 5s from Queen Margaret Primary enjoy a 
photography session

All local Year 5 students visit the school 
for a Year 5 Exploration Day just before 
Easter. Children are accompanied by their 
class teacher and are bussed in to take part 
in a range of activities. Year 7 guides are 

How many pupils went to this 
school when you started? 
The school had 1,300 pupils from four 
different schools when I first came here 
in 1973. To begin with, the older children 
were kept in ‘bands’, so there was an 
upper band and a lower band; there was 
a lot of rivalry between the two bands! 

What did you teach? 
I taught P.E. and Geography, but back 
then, Geography was taught in ‘E’ block, 
the Library was in E block and the Special 
Needs Department, as it was then, was 
also in E block. 

What other schools have you 
taught at? 
After three years in Tewkesbury School, I 

Kalistra Stanley, Year 9 (Brunel) interviews Mrs Haines.

Kalistra Stanley
Brunel

INTERVIEW WITH MRS HAINES

went to Maidenhill School, and was 
Head of P.E. I then went to Brockworth 
School where I was Head of the Girls’ P.E 
department. In the nineties, I returned 
to Tewkesbury School to teach children 
with Special Educational Needs. I left 
again to work at a variety of schools but 
soon returned and I’ve been here now for 
eight years as a teacher of children with 
SEND.

How has the uniform changed? 
Not very much but I do remember there 
being a competition to design a new 
school badge, so that’s where the idea of 
the two rivers and the roses came from; 
essentially the badge remains the same 
today. There was no summer uniform - it 
remained the same throughout. 

copy something you would use a bander 
machine. In Geography there was a map 
on a roller and you rolled the map out if 
you wanted to show somewhere.   There 
was no photocopying, no computers and 
no calculators in maths! 

How did you do paperwork then? 
Paperwork was a lot easier in the 70s.  
We just had reports to write and registers 

write their schemes of work to suit the 
children they were teaching. 

What has been the best thing about 
your job? 
Watching students succeed despite their 
difficulties. I love it when I see children 
who have really, really struggled with 
certain subjects succeed at GCSE level.  
That’s a real ‘light-bulb’ moment!

Finally, what will you be doing with 
yourself now that you are retiring?
Something completely different! I am 
going to France for the last week of the 
summer holidays but have not booked a 
crossing home, which is rather a lovely 
feeling! I am going to give myself 6 
months off before deciding on the next 
phase. I don’t like gardening, decorating 
or housework but I do LOVE golf…!

We wish Mrs Haines a very healthy and 
happy retirement..   

Ties weren’t clip on ties and there were 
no House colours because in the 70s 
there weren’t any Houses, as everything 
was in Lower School, Middle School and 
Upper School with a ‘Head’ of each one 
and a Head of Sixth Form. 

What about the attitude of the 
students? 
Well, I  think children are children 
whatever era they come from but I do 
believe that society has changed rather 
than the children. 

Did you always want to work with 
children? 
I knew I wanted to be a P.E. teacher from 
a very young age, probably from about 
eleven! And I love teaching children with 
different needs. 

Is there anything you would change 
about this school? 

Well... because I’ve come back here 
three times there is obviously something 
very special about Tewkesbury School! 
Somebody once called it the ‘Tewkesbury 
magnet’, because people do tend to come 
back. However, in my opinion it would 
be good to see some more mixed ability 
teaching but that’s just my preference, 
others have different opinions.

What do you think it is about this 
school that makes people want to 
come back? 
I think it just has a very positive attitude 
towards the students and there are so 
many opportunities for them here. 
Right from the start in the 1970s there 
were some very special staff and each 
subsequent Headteacher has brought in 
more excellent teachers to make it an 
excellent school.

Over the years how has the technology
changed? 
Oh, when I first started teaching there 
were no computers and if you wanted to 

‘I love it when I see 
children who have 
really, really struggled 
with certain subjects 
succeed at GCSE level. ’ 
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INTERVIEW WITH MRS HAINES 
(continued)

where we recorded marks for attainment 
and effort. There was no levelling to be 
done because a teacher’s professional 
opinion was trusted. There was no 
National Curriculum so teachers could 
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(Priestley) and Liam Atkins (Elgar) ran the 
course, rather than walked, and completed 
it in record time.

Gold Expedition Assessment
The two assessment teams will be 
undertaking their gruelling four day 
assessment in July. They have planned their 
routes which cover at least 60 miles of the 
Snowdonia National Park, allowing them to 
travel through the mountains, exploring the 
history, relics and social life associated with 
slate and copper mines.

Natalie Minter, (Priestley) Gold Participant, 
said, “Before becoming involved in the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award I resented going for long 
walks in the countryside and only started 
Bronze as it would look good on my CV.  
However, after our first day walk in 3ft snow 
drifts on Cleeve Hill, walking and camping 
with a group of your friends becomes much 
easier and more fun. Now, having walked 
in Snowdonia and the Peak District I’m 
really enjoying the Gold Award and looking 
forward to going back to Snowdonia for 
our expedition assessment. Doing D of E 
also opens up other opportunities that you 
wouldn’t otherwise have. I have taken the 
opportunity to do fell running and rock 
climbing and The Award gives you a range 
of skills - it’s not just walking!”

Silver Award
We have a small group of Year 11 Silver 
Award participants this year. Of course, 
GCSEs have taken priority and we wish them 
luck with these. However, participants can 
still be working at any section of their Award 
and the summer holiday would be a good 
time to refocus attentions on the challenges 
The Silver Award demands.   

Bronze Award
In November, 39 Year 10 students accepted 
the challenge of The Bronze Award. They 
are all progressing through the various 
volunteering, skill and physical sections, 
undertaking a wide variety of commitments. 

Many were already involved in clubs and 
societies outside school when they enrolled 
and they can use this as part of their award.  
If you have been into any of the charity shops 
in Tewkesbury then you are likely to have 
been served by a D of E participant, as many 
are committing time at weekends to fulfil 
the volunteering section.  Parents are being 
relieved of cooking duties as participants 
undertake this as their skill section. Rowing 

The Duke of Edinburgh programme is 
open to anyone between the ages of 

14 and 24.  There are three award levels: 
Bronze, Silver and Gold. To achieve each 
level you have to complete a personal 
programme of activities in each of the four 
sections: Volunteering, Physical, Skills and 
Expedition.  In addition, for the Gold Award 
a residential visit must be undertaken.
 
Form the first to the last day of doing your 
D of E award you will have a real adventure.  
You’ll challenge yourself, discovering new 
skills, making new friends and have loads 
of new experiences. What are you waiting 
for? Sign up!

Gold Expedition
Training - North Wales October 2013
Most of the students who have registered 
to undertake Gold have completed the 
lower levels of The Award, but skills still 
have to be refreshed and the group needed 
to undertake further navigation training in 
‘wild country’. The weather was typically 
wet with rain for most of the week, giving 
us a chance to practise river crossing!

Practice Expedition 
- Peak District Easter
After weeks of rain, the ground was sodden 
and it continued to rain for the duration 
of the three day practice. Cloud base also 
meant that on occasions, visibility was only 
about 10m, making navigation very difficult.  
Staying upright with a 15kg  rucksack on your 
back was also a challenge!

To keep ‘fine navigational’ skills fresh, 
we went to The Brockhampton National 
Trust estate where students completed 
their ‘moderate’ orienteering course.  All 
commented that it had been a useful 
and enjoyable occasion. Natalie Minter 

Mrs Tustin
D of E Programme Leader

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 2013/2014

recommend the challenge to all Tewkesbury 
School students. The sense of achievement 
you get for pushing yourself far outweighs 
any discomfort you might feel from walking 
long distances or sleeping in a tent!”  

and climbing are just two of the physical 
activities that are proving popular. 

Expedition training started back in 
December with a team building and skills 
days. A very blustery day walk on Bredon 
Hill tested their ability to map read.   For 
some, the first time at camp proved to be 
a bit of a challenge, sleeping in a tent that 
constantly flaps, having somebody snore 
in the next door tent and having to get up 
and cook your breakfast at a time of day 
that doesn’t exist in the teenage world saw 
some very bleary eyed participants!

Vicky Booth, (Priestley) Bronze Participant, 
said, “When we were told about D of E 
in assembly at first it didn’t appeal. 
I mean, walk for hours then sleep in a tent? 
My instinct was to say no. But having 
siblings that have completed other 
Awards I decided that I would have a go 
and challenge myself and I’m really glad 
it did. To complete The Award you have to 
do different activities on three different 
sections, these are: physical, volunteering 
and a skill. For my volunteering, I helped 
out at the Sue Ryder store in Tewkesbury.  
For my skill, I decided that I would 
concentrate on baking and for physical 
I started doing more fitness classes. I’ve 
enjoyed D of E much more than I would 
have thought; especially the expeditions! 
I’ve made friends with a lot more people 
and had a good laugh! It can be a lot of 
work but it’s definitely worth it. I thoroughly 

Design Centre, which is part of The 
University of Worcester. During her 
placement, Edie will be given the chance 
to create her own capsule collection 
of six garments, which will be shown 
at two professional catwalk shows 
including one at the NEC. She will also 
b e  e nte re d  i nto  a  m a j o r  U K  f a s h i o n 
competition where she will be in control 
of all the styling and may even get to 
model elements of her collection.

Mrs Cummins said, “I’m so proud of all the 
students involved. Edie’s winning prize is 
a great opportunity for her. It was a lovely 
day and the students represented the school 
to the highest standard, both in how they 
conducted themselves and the exceptional 
quality of their work. It was lovely to 
also see their parents there to enjoy their 
success.”   

On Saturday 21st June, four of our 
tex t i les  s tudents  at tended the 

finals of the Young Fashion Designer UK 
awards, held in Worcester. 

The girls competed against 26 other 
schools and, with over 100 entries from 
across the country, the competition 
was very tough. All students had the 
opportunity to meet industry specialists 
and take part in a range of workshops.  
They had to put on an exhibition of their 
work and have two interviews with 
panels of judges. 

We are thrilled that Edie Kelsey (Keller) 
won the AS section, with Ellie Taylor 
(Bronte), Emma Britton (Bronte) and 
Charlotte Pollitt (Keller) all receiving 
special awards. Two other students, 
Charles Dale (Bronte) and Tabitha 
Waldron (Priestley), who didn’t make 
it to the final also received highly-
commended certificates as final 
reserves.

Along with the accolade of winning the 
AS category, Edie has been given an 
amazing prize which gives her a week-
long work placement at Inkberrow 

Edie Kelsey (Y12, Keller), winner of the AS category in the Young Fashion Designer UK awards

Mrs Cummins (Brunel)
Textiles Teacher

FASHIONISTA EDIE STEALS THE SHOW

‘Edie’s winning 
prize is a great 
opportunity 
for her   ’

Vicky Booth (Priestley) Bronze Award

Gold expedition training

Natalie Minter (Priestley) Gold Award

We have also looked at ways that we, as 
individuals, and as a whole school, can 
help to dispel stigma and work towards 
creating dementia-friendly communities.  
During our programme we have invited 
visitors into our PSHE lessons to help us 
understand the condition. These have 
included: The Alzheimer’s Society, The NHS 
Managing Memory Together Team, The NHS 
Tele-Care Team, The Linc Team, Dementia 
Friends along with school teaching staff with 
personal experience.

We have also been out into the local 
community and visited care-homes. These 
visits have given us an opportunity to talk 
with people living with the disease and 
also those caring for their loved ones.  We 
have been able to cascade our learning in 
an inter-generational way by visiting two 
of our local primary schools, Tirlebrook and 
Carrant Brook. Year 8 students shared their 
knowledge of the condition to teach the 
junior school children.  

We have presented our findings to whole 
school assemblies and will finalise the 
project by organising a cream tea at the 
end of this term which we are really looking 
forward to.  

As part of the Prime Minister’s National 
Challenge on the Dementia crisis, 

our Year 8 students have embarked on a 
dementia awareness programme this year.

The number of people affected by this 
disease has now been catapulted it into 
the public arena and many of our children 
and their families will at some time in 
their lives be affected by this debilitating 
condition. In order to raise awareness, 
we have delivered a series of 12 lessons 
including an introduction to the different 
types of dementia and how each one 
affects the individual. We have looked at 
interventions, treatments and ways that 
sufferers and their families can be supported 
including music therapy, reminiscence work 
and assistive technology.

Mrs Done (Hodgkin)
PSHE teacher

Y8 working with Tirlebrook pupils

YEAR 8 DEMENTIA AWARENESS PROJECT

household cleaning products and toiletries; 
even some chocolate biscuits and sweets 
found their way into donation stations at 
school!!

Jack Lowe from Tewkesbury Foodbank 
collected the supplies on Thursday 1st May 
and was also presented with a cheque 
for the amount of £1010 donated by the 
students of Tewkesbury School who held a 
non-school uniform day in April.

Jack Lowe said, “I would just like to say a big, 
big thank you to you all for your wonderful 
generosity to Tewkesbury Foodbank. After 
collecting and weighing all the donations 
230kg of food was donated and the 
£1010 you gave us will go a long way in 
supporting us in our work to help people 
who need us”.

Well done and thank you to everyone for 
such a great effort towards this very worthy 
local cause.   

From 28th April to 2nd May, students and 
staff from Tewkesbury School, Tirlebrook 
Primary School and Alderman Knight 
School joined forces to organise a collection 
of food donations in aid of the Tewkesbury 
Food Bank.

Throughout the week the food donations 
flooded in and the storage cases were piled 
high. Donations ranged from the usual store 
cupboard essentials of pasta and beans, to 

Miss Willoughby
Assistant Head

Students from Tewkesbury School, Alderman 
Knight School and Tirlebrook with Jack Lowe, 
Tewkesbury Food Bank

FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD!

A bleary-eyed Jacob Spencer (Y10, Hodgkin) 

CH
AN

DL
ER

 TI
LL

IN
G,

 Y
EA

R 
9



6 Tewkesbury School.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values CommunityTewkesbury School.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values Community 7

The Battle of 
Tewkesbury, 1471

Mrs Newcombe’s Year 7 History class 
(7eHi1) have recently been studying 

the Battle of Tewkesbury, a fascinating part 
of our local history. Within their English 
lessons with Miss Breeden, the class have 
been studying different forms of poetry. 
As a cross-curricular activity, the students 
were set a challenge earlier this term to 
write a piece of poetry about the Battle 
of Tewkesbury. After exploring the poem 
Ora Pro Nobis by Penelope Tubbs of the 
Battlefield Historical Society the class set 
to work on their own creations. They were 

given a choice in terms of the style of 
poetry used and what part of the battle 
they wanted to focus upon.  The level of 
work that was produced was fantastic and 
the creativity commendable. The top 6 
entries were chosen by Mrs Newcombe who 
then gave them to Miss Breeden to judge 
– no names were included, so the process 
was anonymous. Two entries stood out 
the most in terms of style, technique and 
historical references. These were penned 
by Joe Elliott (Bronte) and Alexandra Baird 
(Hodgkin). The winning poem, however, 
was written by Joe and can be read below.  
Many Congratulations Joe!   

THE BATTLE OF TEWKESBURY 
INSPIRES YEAR 7 HISTORICAL POETRY
Mrs Newcombe
Brunel

We have marched from yonder
From our ships at the shore
I am missing my mother 
And my feet are quite sore.

They closed the gates at Gloucester
So we could not cross the river
We marched from there to Tewkesbury
And I lost an arrow from my quiver.

We sat upon the hill
Waiting for the morn
We are preparing our weapons
How I dread the dawn.

Tomorrow we shall fight
And I shall be brave
I’m glad we had the advantage
But I don’t want to meet the grave.

The priest has spoken clearly 
His Latin through the ranks
But still I am not confident
That it will all go as planned.

WHY TEWKESBURY?
Joe Elliott
Bronte

GARDEN DESIGN WOWS 
RHS SPRING GARDEN SHOW
Clare de Glanville
Assistant Headteacher

Our Year 8 and 9 Horticulture students 
entered the RHS Spring Garden Festival 

school garden design competition, which 
took place from 8th -11th May 2014 at the 
Malvern Showground. The students worked 
incredibly hard researching their theme 
of ‘The Battle of Tewkesbury, 1471’ and 
planning the design for their garden. This 
involved meeting various local historical 
exper ts and representatives from the 
Tewkesbury Battlefield Society.

Over the winter, the students busily 
grew a variety of plants to illustrate the 
drama – blue for the rivers Severn and 
Swilgate, white for the Yorkists, red for the 
Lancastrians and ‘Bloody Meadow’ and 
yellow for the victorious ‘Sun of York’.  The 
willing help of Medieval Battle re-enactors 
was recruited to supply shields and armour 
and more detailed knowledge of the 
battle.  There was some impressive armour 
included in the design which depicted the 
bridges over the Severn at Gloucester and 
Upton and a model of the Yorkist canon 
made by the students from papier mâché 
and BMX wheels!

The array of plants was luscious and most 
impressive and all the students involved 
in the garden design then acted as guides 

at the Malvern Show, explaining how the 
story was interpreted. The garden was 
dismantled, recreated at school and has 
been used as a teaching aid for the students 
to teach Y7s about this very important 
battle and the turning point in the War of 
the Roses.

I am really proud of all the students who 
took part. It was a perfect display of team 
work as different groups worked on the 
design, construction and planting. Their 
social confidence grew throughout the 
duration of the show as they explained the 
symbolism of the garden to visitors. We 
would also like to thank our sponsors Moog, 
Severn Vale Housing and Morrisons who all 
made generous contributions.   

‘It was a perfect 
display of team 
work as different 
groups worked 
on the design, 
construction and 
planting.’

In our Senior Football Academy, the Coach’s 
Player of Season 2013/2014 was awarded 
to Dan Johns and Seb Minchew. 
Players’ Player of the Season went to Will 
Newman.

At the end of June, the boys’ Tennis Team 
clinched the USA Cap B against Blessed 
Edward High School, Worcester.  This is the 
first piece of silverware our tennis team has 
won in many a year.  It is called the USA 
Cup as it is normally played on or around 
Independence Day. Keep up the good work!

Well done to Ellie Rhodes (Y13, Hodgkin), 
who has been offered a $4,000 scholarship 
to study as a full-time international student 
at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts 
in New York next academic year. Ellie, who 
is awaiting her A Level results in Theatre 
Studies, Dance and Photography was 
shocked and excited to have received the 
offer. She’ll be jetting off to the States in 
August. She said “I’ve been waiting for this 
for a long time. Acting and performing is 
something that has naturally stuck to me.  
America is an amazing place to start my 
career”.

Well done to Bethan Skuse, (Year 12, 
Brunel) who has been selected to act as 
a Commonwealth Games ‘Gamesmaker’ 
in Glasgow in July and August this year.   
Bethan was inspired to apply to become a 
Gamesmaker following the London 2012 
Olympics and is a 400m athlete racing for 
Cheltenham Harriers.  She said, “I’m really 
excited.  It took a while to find out. I already 
volunteer at athletics meetings but being 
Gamesmaker is taking things to a whole 

Congratulations to our swimmers who 
took part in the District Swimming Gala 

in April 2014.  In the Webb Trophy, the Boys 
won a new championship record. Well done 
to Alex Tailford (Elgar), Chris Graffin 
(Bronte), Josh O’Neill (Bronte) and Tom 
Barter (Priestley). Becky Sheppard 
(Bronte) was also placed 6th in the national 
swimming championships at the end of 
June. 

Abi Rawlings (Y9 Elgar) continues to 
excel in swimming this year. In October 
2013, she was selected to represent 
Gloucestershire in the National County 
Championships.  In the Gloucestershire 
County Championships (under 14 & under 
category) she was 1st in 50m breaststroke, 
1st 100m breaststroke and 1st 200m 
breaststroke.   In the open event (all ages) 
Abi made the championship final in all 
3 breaststroke events finishing 3rd in the 
200m breaststroke, 4th 100m breaststroke 
and 7th in the 50m breaststroke, setting 
new personal bests in all three events.  
This qualified her for the 2014 British Gas 
National Age group Championships in the 
100m breaststroke for the second year 
running. The competition is held at Ponds 
Forge in Sheffield and Abi will swim on 
August 2nd.  Good luck! 

Well done to Megan Betteridge (Y9, 
Bronte) who claimed two gold medals to 
become double Gloucestershire School 
County Champion in show-jumping at 
Hartpury College in June. She won both the 
90cms and the 1m on her pony Narnia.

In athletics, Ruth Brookes (Y10, Elgar) 
(300 hurdles), Conor Kearns (Y10, 
Priestley) (high jump) and Mollie 
Courtney (Y12, Elgar) (hurdles) all won 
their events to become County Champions 
at the beginning of June. Freya Chapman 
(Y10, Elgar) won a silver and bronze in the 
sprints.

Luke Kearns (Brunel) has broken the 
Tewkesbury School Year 8 1500M record 
which has stood since 1979 with a time of 
4.51.4 mins.

HALL OF FAME

Francesca Smith (Hodgkin), Rebecca 
King (Bronte) and Arianne Boyle 
(Hodgkin) with their idea ‘Lazy Pen’.

June also saw our annual House dance 
competition. In Year 9 competition, joint 
Gold was awarded to Kerry Perks (Elgar) 
and Megan Winstone (Brunel), joint 
silver was Francesca Smith (Hodgkin) and 
Holly-Mae Fraser (Priestley) and bronze 
was awarded to Katie Long (Bronte). In the 
Group Dance Presentation the winner was 
Hodgkin with Elgar as runner up. 

We are excited that three of our ex-students 
will be inspiring the next generation.  
Congratulations to Francesca Courtney, 
Tristan Cooper and Stephen Foster 
who have been all been accepted by 
the University of Worcester to train as 
maths teachers. They start their courses in 
September. Special congratulations must 
go to Francesca Courtney who has been 
awarded a first class honours degree in 
Maths from Swansea University.

We are immensely proud of these students 
who show the dedication and resilience 
required to become successful in their 
chosen field.

Please contact the school office if you have 
an achievement that we can celebrate. 

new level. My family and friends have been 
so supportive and are really proud”.  

Well done to the Y11 Boys’ Football Team 
for making it to the final of the U16 North 
Gloucestershire cup in May v Katherine Lady 
Berkeley School.  

First place was awarded to Bronte House in 
this year’s House Masterchef competition.  
The winning team was Ella Paton and 
Anna Surman. In second place was 
Hodgkin House represented by James 
Sayers and Ryan McCoubrie, closely 
followed by Elgar House represented by 
Megan Keightley and Bethan Archer. 
The standard of dishes was amazing and all 
the finalists did really well. We would like 
to thank David Catton, Head Chef from the 
Gupshill Manor Tewkesbury for being our 
guest judge. 

Entrepreneurial students came up with 
imaginative ideas to pitch to the Dragons’ 
Den during the competition held in June.    
After a gruelling day, the Dragons gave 
feedback to each of the eight teams about 
their idea, the quality of their pitch and 
areas in which they could improve in the 
future.  The Dragons selected joint winning 
teams who were Year 9s, Grace Parfrey 
(Hodgkin) and Isabella Robinson 
(Hodgkin) with their idea ‘Sun Patch’ and 

a review of the processes that helped or 
hindered them in completing the project.    
The audience included the Vice Principal of 
Nvidia (Visual Computing Company) and 
other leading figures from a wide range of 
UK Technology businesses.

David Dyson of RWE nPower, who was 
in the team of assessors that also heard 
and interviewed the eventual winners of 
this year’s competition, was exceptionally 
complimentary about the Tewkesbury 
School team, saying that they  “had taken on 
a very real-life challenge and had produced 
the best (presentation) we saw”.

Congratulations to James Balsdon-Joy 
(Priestley), Chris Burden (Hodgkin), Chris 
Crawford (Hodgkin), Sam Gatter (Priestley), 
Peter Maizonnier (Keller), Sam Price (Brunel) 
and Sam White (Priestley) for their hard 
work, self-discipline and resilience they all 
showed in completing the projects and the 
presentations.  

Tewkesbury School is proud of our future 
engineers!  

Throughout the year, as part of the 
Engineering in Education Scheme, our 

Year 12 Engineering students have worked 
with L3-TRL, the local communications 
and technology company. Early in May, 
two teams, along with Mr Deeks, went to 
Network Rail’s Training Centre in Bristol.  The 
visit to Bristol was the culmination of the 
project and their opportunity to present 
their final reports.   

Their projects investigated the use of radio 
frequency signals to track the whereabouts 
of people in a workshop or company assets 
as they were withdrawn and returned to 
a safe. Students’ presentations included 

Chris Burden, James Balsdon-Joy and Sam Price 
with Mr Deeks and a representative from L3-TRL 
receiving their certificates.

Mr Deeks
Bronte

ENGINEERS OF THE FUTURE

Another great year of charitable fundraising efforts from our students
HOUSE
KELLER Sue Ryder Care, Leckhampton Court Hospice £2314.16
HODGKIN Save the Children £1273.22
BRONTE Wateraid £1067.80
PRIESTLEY Chifubu School, Zambia £900.39
BRUNEL MacMillan Cancer Care £754.52
ELGAR Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal £707.95

Non-unform day in aid of Tewkesbury Food Bank £1010.00
Non-uniform day in aid of the Roses Theatre £ 606.00
Central Band RAF concert in aid of Army of Angels and Save the Children £225.00
Y13s Jordan Pockett & Nadia Moysey ran for Cancer Research UK £215.50
Y10 Business studies coffee morning for Severn Freewheelers £75.00
Sport Relief run a mile £416.09
Sixth Form Student Council wear pink day £91.65
Sixth Form PJ day DEC fund Philippines £65.25

GRAND TOTAL £9722.53

ALL IN THE NAME OF CHARITY
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ARTS WEEK 2014

MONDAY 7TH JULY 2014
D R A M A  H A L L

7.30PM - DOORS 7.15PM
TICKETS ON THE DOOR: £5 / £3 CONCESSIONS

R E F R E S H M E N T S  AVA I L A B L E

THE FINALISTS :
CHARLOTTE AVERY  CONOR KEARNS  KRISTEN HARVEY 

KAROLINA WASEK  BEN NAPPER  EMMA DEVINE  JESSICA DASH

 JOE BIRCH-SCANLAN  BETHANY PIESSE  CHARLOTTE EVERITT

HARMONY
 (ERIN MILLS, MADDIE MESSENGER, ELEANOR GODZISZ)

HEAR-SEE-SPEAK
(CIARA O’NEILL, LAURYN WILLIAMS, JULIA SISSONS)

PRESENTED BY :
KANE CUMMINGS & SAM STRACHAN

ARTS WEEK 2014

dances. Caitlin Lochhead (Keller) and Ella 
Kelsey (Keller) performed an incredible 
gymnastic dance duet. They are very, very 
talented and choreographed it themselves 
too. Thank you to everyone involved in the 
show for their hard work and to the Roses 
Theatre for their support’.   

Our annual Dance Show  ‘A Magical 
Evening of Dance’, took place on 

Thursday 5th June at the Roses Theatre in 
Tewkesbury. Tewkesbury School presented a 
sell-out performance to a packed audience 
of families, teachers and local VIPs.The 
programme of dance was themed on 
childhood memories: music box ballerinas, 
jack-in-the-box clowns, games of snakes 
and ladders, Tetris and Disney favourites.

The highlight of the evening was Sophie 
Clark (Elgar) and Kerry Perks (Elgar) as 
Mario and Luigi; they were absolutely 
amazing! Their performance was really slick 
and so many people from the audience 
have said it was one of their favourite 

Sophie Clark and Kerry Perks as Mario and Luigi

Mrs Nelson
Head of Dance

DANCE SHOW PERFORMANCE 
IS MAGICAL

‘Tewkesbury School 
presented a sell-out 
performance to a 
packed audience of 
families, teachers 
and local VIPs.   ’

Good luck to former student Andre 
Roberts who is set to swim the Channel 

in 2015. Andre, an amatuer cold water 
swimmer, left Tewkesbury School Sixth 
Form in 2013 gaining A levels in biology, 
chemistry and physical education. He has 
just finished his first year as a chemistry 
student at Plymouth University and 
contacted the school with his exciting 
news; news; his Channel swim, which is 
approx. 21 miles, is booked for the tide 
starting 5th September 2015. A tide is a 6 
day period over which the swim will get the 
go-ahead, so he could be leaving Dover at 
any time within that timeframe.  

Swimming the English Channel is often 
compared to climbing Everest due to 
the endurance, stamina, difficulty 
and unpredictability of the swim. 
The English Channel presents many 
environmental challenges. The weather, 
temperature and tides can change very 
quickly. Sea-sickness and hypothermia 
also pose serious threats to completing the 
task.   In addition, the Channel is the busiest 
shipping channel in the world and without 
any landmarks to speak of it really does make 
it the ultimate long distance swimming.

Andre has been training hard as well as 
working at Tinside Lido in Plymouth to 
support his training and pay living costs.  
The cost of the challenge is around £3,000. 
Andre will also be raising funds in support 
of Rowcroft Hospice which is a palliative 
care hospice in South Devon.  

During the winter, Andre’s training regime 
involved swimming around 40k a week in 
the pool. In January this year, he was one 
of the first 100 people to swim an ice mile; 
a mile swim in open water with just trunks, 
hat and goggles in water colder than 5 
degrees centigrade!  He has also competed 
in several other events this winter, such 
as the Windermere 1k event organised by 
Chillswim, in which he came second to 

Estonia’s world champion in ice swimming.   
Once the summer open water season had 
started, he completed a 10k non-wetsuit 
swim at Eton Dorney and ever since he has 
been swimming 4-6 hour swims in the sea 
each week.  In mid-June he went to Dover 
to compete in the ‘Champion of Champions’ 
event, which is a challenge of a 5, 3 and 1 
mile swim with a short break between each 
swim and on the following day (Sunday) 
he completed the vital challenge; a 6 hour 
swim to qualify him to swim the channel.  
All of the swims have to abide by Channel 
swimming rules, which only allow trunks 
(not extending below the crotch), goggles, 
hat, a bit of Vaseline, sun cream and some 
food!

Andre said, ‘To me swimming the channel 
is everything, if I do it, without a doubt it 
will be the pinnacle of swimming and a 
life achievement I will never forget. It’s not 
just about swimming for 12 hours to the 
point of exhaustion, it’s taking my fears and 
facing them head on and putting up a fight 
for it. I will give my all for this and I’m not 
getting out of that water until every limb 
in my body is at an end. This isn’t just for 
myself, it’s for the people that have helped 
and put so much effort into me being a 
better swimmer and person.  Nothing great 
is easy’.

Andre has started a really interesting 
blog about his swimming training and 
competitions which makes for an enjoyable 
read. http://andre-channel-swim.weebly.
com/  I would like to congratulate Andre for 
setting himself such an amazing challenge 
and wish him the best of luck in all of his 
future endeavours.    

ANDRE’S CHANNEL 
SWIMMING CHALLENGE
Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

‘... it will be 
the pinnacle of 
swimming and a life 
achievement I will 
never forget.’

E Platform
New to the Library, students will be able to 
use our new e-platform ‘Wheelers’ to loan 
e-books to their own devices.  Download 
books to  Kobo, tablet, iPad, lap-top, phone 
or e-reader.  They will also be able to borrow 
an e-reader from the Library to use at 
home (see the Library staff for details).  
All students have permission to loan one 
e-book at a time and each will be able to 
keep the book for 3 weeks. 

Use the following link to the e-platform and 
log in using your normal school login and 
password:  http://tewkesbury.wheelers.co

Community Library
Parents are also welcome to browse 
Access-It (our Library Catalogue) from 
home and borrow items through their child.  
Use the link above and search through our 
extensive choice of resources.  Simply ask 
your child to come and borrow the item 
and we will issue it to their record.  All book 
loans are for 3 weeks and DVD loans are for 
1 week.  Replacement charges are requested 
for lost or damaged items.  

The book loan time has been extended to 
cover the school holidays. Why not make the 
most of the fantastic selection of literature 
and organise your holiday reading before 
the end of term?    

ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAY READING 
USING OUR E-BOOKS
Mrs Smith
Librarian 

Arts Week 2014 saw a varied programme 
of activities taking place in our week 

long celebration of creativity and talent.   
The activities ranged from vocal sessions 
including  hip-hop, rapping, beat boxing 
to folk and jazz music, Samba workshops, 
the OMG theatre workshop production in 
conjunction with the Roses Theatre and 
‘a taste of dance’ with Amy Bastin Dance. 
Gifted and talented drama students from 
Years 7 and 8 worked with Year 13s to 
further develop their dramatic skills. The 
Live & Loud at Lunch concert was very 
enjoyable. 

The highlight of the week took place on Monday 7th July with the opening of the Art Summer 
Exhibition of our current GCSE, AS and A Level art work and the Pop Icons Final. The 12 Pop 
Icons finalists from all age groups across the school had been rehearsing hard to perfect their 
performance to a packed audience of proud families, students and panel of judges.  Well done 
to everyone involved in the week.   

Several of our students have joined AB 
Severn Rowing Club and have become 

extremely successful in a very short space 
of time.  AB Severn is based at the Mythe 
Bridge, Tewkesbury and offers a wonderful 
chance to develop your skills in beautiful 
surroundings.  If you are interested then why 
not speak to Mr Gardner or one of our rowers 
who will put you in contact with the club.  
You never know you may become the next 
Steve Redgrave or Catherine Grainger

Th a n k s  t o  a  g r a n t  f ro m  A c t i v e 
Gloucestershire of £3,500, Tewkesbury 
School has also been able to purchase 5 
new indoor rowing machines. Having 
qualified as District Champions last month, 
our team of Year 9 and 10 girls, Franka Korba 
(Priestley), Sonia Tabakovic (Elgar), Ruth 
Brookes (Elgar) and Molly Wood (Brunel) 
put in a gutsy performance at the Indoor 
Rowing final at the County School Games, 
held at Hartpury College at the beginning of 
June, winning a silver medal position in the 
team relay event.   

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED TAKING 
UP ROWING?
Mr Gardner
Elgar

Girls indoor rowing finalists ‘Selfie’ with Olympic Gold Medal Canoeist Etienne Stott.

Andre Roberts competing in the Windermere 1k
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There were some great sporting 
achievements at our annual Sports Day 

at the beginning of July. The sun shone 
down and during the afternoon, all students
and staff headed out to the field to compete 
or cheer on their House. Students wore non-
uniform in their House colour and made 
banners to show their support. Some long-
standing school sports records were broken.  
Well done to:
Dan Beasley, (Y10 Priestley) who beat a 
record in the high jump, jumping 1m80cm. 
The record has stood since 1985 at 1m76cm. 
Both heights are taller than Miss Hamilton!
Chay Hawkins, (Y7 Elgar) beat a record 

in 100m sprint, running it in 13.41secs. 
The previous record of 13.5secs stood since 
1977.
 
The Year 7 and 8 Sports Day was won 
by Elgar

The Year 9 and 10 Sports Day was won 
by Bronte who were also the overall 
winners of the Sarah Howison Sports 
Day Cup.

Well done to Hodgkin, the winners 
of an extra 200 House points for 
their support and encouragement to 
fellow competitors.    

SPORTS DAY 2014

Y7 and 8 Sports Day winners Elgar House.

E X P E C T I N G  A N D  AC H I E V I N G  S U CC E S S
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On the 4th of April this year, we, along 
with around 40 other students, were 

fortunate to have the opportunity to visit 
Berlin. The trip was very educational, as 
well as being enjoyable and we were able 
to appreciate Berlin and its history. 

On the Saturday, we were lucky enough to 
look round the Olympic Stadium in Berlin, 
which was built in 1936. We were able to 
walk in the footsteps of many inspirational 
figures, and it was an honour to do so. 
We had an insightful guided tour around 
the stadium, which included viewing the 
worship room, the practice track and even 
the viewing box, where so many significant 
figures have sat. Towards the end of the 
day, we departed for Check Point Charlie 
and the Berlin Wall Museum. It was such 
an experience, and it was hard to believe 
the extreme lengths innocent civilians 
would go through to escape East Berlin. 
The Museum focuses on the history 
surrounding the Berlin Wall, including 
an exhibit of instruments people used to 
escape.

The next day, we had the chance to visit 
the House of the Wannsee Conference. This 
was where the fateful decision was made, 
on 20th January 1942, to exterminate all 
Jews from Poland and Eastern Europe. 
As we walked around the exhibits it was 
difficult to read about people’s hardships 
and distressing experiences, that were the 
consequence of that Nazi decision. It was 
horrific to think that such a brutal decision 
was made in such a beautiful place. 

After the House of The Wannsee Conference 
we went  to  the Sacchsenhausen 
Concentration Camp, which was established 
in 1938. This, for most of us, was the most 
memorable part of the trip. We actually 
witnessed where thousands of people 
were murdered, which was a sight that 
was hard to bear. As we entered the 
gas chambers, reality hit us. It was so 
horrifying and hard to grasp what had 

actually happened, directly where we 
were standing. It really is hard to express 
exactly how we felt.  Once we had left the 
concentration camp, we made our way to 
the Reichstag building and Brandenburg 
Gate. The Reichstag was built in the 19th 
century to house the German parliament. 
At the top of the Reichstag we had an 
opportunity to observe fantastic panoramic 
views of the beautiful city at night. 
The Brandenburg Gate was originally part 
of a wall surrounding Berlin and was the 
main entrance into the city.  Now, it is the 
only remaining gate that is left of the former 
wall and is one of the most iconic symbols 
of Berlin.

On the way home we visited the WWI 
battlefields. The Tyne Cot Cemetery was 
another place which made it difficult to 
face reality. The thousands of white graves 
represented only a small proportion of 
the amount of courageous soldiers that 
had died for their country. This place was 
a chance to reflect on how brutal the First 
World War was, and gave us all an insight 
on the effects that the war had on the 
thousands of soldiers and their families. 
What was also painful to see, was the fact 
that so many honourable soldiers were sadly 
unidentified. The Menin Gate, in Ypres, is a 
tribute to fallen soldiers. The memorial bears 
the names of 54,389 officers and men from 
then United Kingdom and Commonwealth 
Forces, who fell in the Ypres Salient before 
the 16th August 1917 and who have no 
known grave. Whilst we were there, we all 
searched through the list of fallen soldiers’ 
names who had the same surname as us, 
and which made it feel even more personal 
to us.

The Berlin trip 2014 was a fantastic 
experience, and it was a privilege to have 
the opportunity to do the things that we 
did. It was a trip that was very memorable 
in many ways and we would definitely 
recommend it to future students who will 
have the opportunity to go.   

THE BERLIN HISTORY TRIP 2014
Amber and Crystal Collins
Brunel

STUDENTS ‘ENGAGE’ 
WITH GLOUCESTER RUGBY

Fifteen students from Years 7 and 8 
recently participated in Gloucester Rugby 

Club’s ‘Engage’ programme.  The students 
benefited from out of classroom learning 
which encouraged their development 
of communication and social skills. They 
engaged in fun team building activities 
and challenges, using skills from a range 
of subjects aimed at boosting confidence 
and motivation.  The highlight of the course 
was visiting Kingsholm Stadium each 
week. Students enjoyed working in teams 
on the treasure hunt around the ground 
and buildings including ‘The Shed’ and 
‘The Lion’s Den’. They also had the chance 
to look behind the scenes at the changing 
rooms and even the ice baths. Player Darren 
Dawidiuk then visited Tewkesbury School to 
present certificates and awards at the end of 
the course.  

Kay Carter (Bronte) receiving her Gloucester 
Rugby Shirt
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Well done to our girls’ rugby team 
who raised over £750 to fund their 

very own kit. 

The team, led by Year 11s Becka 
Woodward (Elgar) and Jo Brame (Brunel) 
ar ranged a  var iet y  of  fundra is ing 
activities which included a 7 mile fun 
run around Tewkesbury in fancy dress 
and securing sponsorship from local 
businesses Mary P’s Day Nursery, L & 
L and Firmfix. After working hard to 
establish the side and coach the team, 
the girls were determined to get their 
own kit after playing their first match 

wearing an old boys’ kit which was badly 
fitting and quite hot! 
Becka said, “We are very proud of what 
we achieved. When the kit arrived and 
when we put it on we knew it was all 
worth the effort. We’re really grateful 
for all the support received from friends, 
family and our teachers”.

The girls have shown great determination 
and effort to get their kit, which looks 
great. We’re proud of them. 

The team are hoping that professional 
outfits will make the girls push on and 
develop further next season.   

Kalistra Stanley, Year 9 (Brunel) interviews Mrs Haines.

Girls’ Rigby Team in their new kit
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MARCH MADNESS IN THE LIBRARY

changed several times over the course 
of the month. It was an extremely close 
race and Miss Gallagher’s class were 
just pipped at the last minute by Miss 
Brand’s class reading a grand total of 
2,475,233 words.

The Springboard class smashed 
their target of reading over 150,000 
words with a grand total of 369,970. 
The Library staff would like to give a 
special mention to Charleigh Llewelyn 
(Hodgkin) who read over 80,000 words 
singlehandedly.

Each of the winning classes was 
delighted to receive pizzas delivered 
to their Library lesson and extra prizes 
were also awarded to students who had 
contributed the most. The competition 
was a great success and, in total, the  
amount of words read by the Year 7s in 
March was almost 31 million words!   

The race was on in the Library for the 
Month of March. March Madness 

was launched for the Year 7s and the 
classes were put against each other to 
see who could read the most words for 
the month as part of the Accelerated 
Reader scheme.

The competition was split into the 
three pathways and the winning class 
from each were to be awarded with a 
Pizza lesson.  Miss Forsyth’s group was 
the overall winner for the extension 
pathway group, with the grand total 
of words read reaching 8,907,055. 
Mr Beard’s group looked as if they 
were going to catch them up in the last 
week, but a big surge in reading from 
Miss Forsyth’s class members kept them 
at bay!
 
With the core competition, the lead 

LITERACY IN NUMBERS

85,680,253 THE TOTAL NUMBER OF 
WORDS READ BY YEAR 7

THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
WHO  HAVE READ OVER 

1 MILLION WORDS

5,218,833
THE GREATEST 
NUMBER OF 
WORDS READ BY 
AN INDIVIDUAL

2,997
THE NUMBER OF 
BOOKS READ SINCE 
SEPTEMBER 2013

forward to being successful in gaining 
further funding to improve the facilities at 
the school for the benefit of our children and 
the wider community.

Is there anything that you see as a real 
challenge for you?
The major challenge for me will be to 
balance the funding provided by the 
Education Funding Authority with the need 
to ensure every child is provided with an 
outstanding education in an environment 
that is conducive to their learning.

What do you do in your spare time?
I love rugby, although I don’t play anymore. 
I love going to watch Gloucester and will 
thoroughly enjoy continuing to coach the 
U13s at Tewkesbury RFC next season and try 
and develop myself as a Level 2 coach.

And now for some quick fire questions:
Get up or lie in?
In the winter I would prefer a lie in but most 
weekends I get up early with my boys to go 
to football or rugby. In the summer I like 
to get up and enjoy as much of the day as 
possible.

Dinner in a restaurant or homemade 
supper with your family?
Dinner in a restaurant with a nice glass of red 
wine – preferably Rioja!

Travel abroad or UK?
Travel abroad, somewhere hot or to fulfil my 
dream of going to New Zealand.

Eastenders or Corrie?
Eastenders!! 

We look forward to the new influences 
that Martin will bring to the leadership and 
management at Tewkesbury School and 
wish him every success.  

In March of this year we were pleased 
to appoint a new Director of Business 

Management, Martin Thomas.  The main 
area of responsibility for the Director of 
Business is to ensure the strategic business 
management of the school and its day to 
day efficiency in all aspects of Finance, HR, 
Student Services, eServices, Commercial 
Management, Site Management, Health 
and Safety and Capital Development. 

Martin took up the post in May. I caught up 
with him to find out a little more about his 
background and how his first few weeks 
have been at Tewkesbury School.

It sounds like a very busy role. 
What attracted you to the post of 
Director of Business Management at 
Tewkesbury School?
I have spent the last 12 years in industry 
improving the way in which organisations 
operate in order to provide better outcomes 
for their customers. When I saw the role 
at Tewkesbury, I felt my skills could help 
provide a better outcome for the children 
at Tewkesbury and I also wanted to give 
something back to the community in which 
I live.

What are you most looking forward 
to working on in September?
I am really looking forward to making a 
difference in the way the school operates, 
ensuring it is as efficient and effective 
as possible. I need to ensure we make 
great use of the resources available and to 
continuously improve. I am also looking 

Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

STAFF PROFILE: MARTIN THOMAS
DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Tewkesbury School has just completed a 
massive redevelopment of the school’s 

20m long swimming pool which included 
installation of a new air handling unit and 
heating system. The roof was repaired and 
new doors, windows and ceilings were 
installed. 

The 9 month programme of improvement 
works has created a fantastic environment 
for both the school and the public with 
‘learn to swim’ schemes, sessions for 
competitive swimmers and other sub-aqua 
activities all on offer.

Local primar y schools are now also 
benefitting from the school’s swimming 
lesson programme which is being 

OUR NEWLY REFURBISHED POOL 
IS SIMPLY ‘SPLASHING’! 
Mr P Baker
Commercial Manager

developed by the school’s Sports Centre 
team. A specialist swimming co-ordinator, 
Nicky Rees, has recently been appointed 
and there are plans to have swimming 
lessons for everyone. 

Students at Tewkesbury School will now 
greatly benefit from having an up-to-
date, modern, bright facility to enhance 
their sporting curriculum.  Living as we do 
in a town with two rivers it is important 
that the local population are water savvy. 
This facility will now be utilised to its 
maximum in order to provide the whole 
community with valuable time in a pool 
environment and to benefit from the 
investment that Tewkesbury School has put 
into keeping this facility open. 

Mr Graham-Kevan
Head of Physical Education 

WINNING EFFORT FOR OUR 
NEW GIRLS’ RUGBY KITMrs Marsh 

Hodgkin

Mrs Baird 
Librarian 



Wit h  t h e  s u m m e r  h o l i d a y s  f a s t 
approaching, it’s worth taking a 

moment to think about the impact of the 
long break on academic progress. Is it a 
chance for kids (and teachers!) to recharge 
their batteries ready for another year of 
hard work, or just a hangover from our 
agricultural past that means students forget 
half of what they’ve learnt by the time they 
return in September?

Don’t tell your children but England has one 
of the shortest summer breaks amongst 
European countries and far more than the 
average number of lessons. 

Schools in Scandinavian and many Eastern 
European countries are already well into 
their break and building up a very nice tan 
indeed. In Latvia they have barely scratched 
the surface of thirteen weeks of freedom. 
Even Northern Ireland and Scotland don’t 
wait until a damp July before letting their 
students escape from the classroom.

But  i s  there  any connec t ion bet ween 
the length of the summer holiday and 
achievement in school?

The st ra ightfor ward answer  i s  no. 
Liechtenstein does particularly well in 
international comparisons on the back of 
a “short” six-week break but, if students 
are supposed to suffer by having a long 
holiday, then Estonia is bucking the trend: 
this doesn’t stop them from having one of 
the most successful education systems in 
the world.

If you delve a bit deeper into the research 
around attendance, it’s easy to explain these 
anomalies. If all students in a class are away 
(whether during the holidays or for other 
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reasons) then they haven’t missed any work. 
However, as soon as that absence takes 
place when lessons are running then they 
have lost an opportunity to learn something 
new or consolidate understanding. 

If this happens occasionally then it’s fine: 
the influence will be negligible as long as 
the student ensures that they catch up and 
asks their teacher to explain things if they 
don’t understand.

However, if this becomes a more regular 
occurrence, it is bound to be a negative 
influence on progress. Research carried out 
a couple of years ago showed that in schools 
with an average absence of 7.5 days or 
fewer per year (96% attendance), over 90% 
of pupils gained five or more good GCSEs. 
This dropped to a measly 31.3% in schools 
with an average absence of more than 20 
days per student (90% attendance). 
It doesn’t sound like a big difference but the 
impact is massive.

You can see why the current government 
decided to take away the opportunity 
for schools to allow parents to take their 
children away on holiday during term time!
Of course, it’s not just about parents having 
to turf tired and slightly abusive teenagers 
out of bed every morning to get them into 
school on time. We have to play our part 
by making sure that they see the value in 
their education: giving them high-quality 
lessons and making sure they understand 
how success at school leads to success in life.

So, please tell your children to enjoy the 
break when it arrives and relax in the 
knowledge that we can easily cope with 
them forgetting how to do advanced 
differential equations while they play, 
socialise, sleep, watch TV and read!   

EDUCATION MATTERS
Mr Andy Steele
Deputy Head

Those of us of a certain age will remember 
the personal computer boom of the 

1980’s – the ZX81, Sinclair Spectrum, 
Apple Micro, Commodore 64, BBC Micro, 
to name but a few of the competing 
computer systems. In those early days, as a 
competitive software market emerged, we 
plugged the computer into the television 
and typed in programs listed free in the 
first computer magazines. Sometimes they 
worked first time; more often than not, 
they didn’t, and many hours were spent 
debugging the code. Computers ran one 
application at a time.

Fast forward to today, with our high speed, 
multitasking, networked technology – 
smartphones, tablets, laptops, netbooks, 
desktops – and it is obvious how, for better 
or for worse, we have integrated these into 
our lives. Our young people are the most 
eager adopters of this new technology.

Enter … the Raspberry Pi. Concerned that 
the UK is slipping behind other countries, 
the Department for Education has revised 
the National Curriculum for ICT with a much 
greater emphasis on Computer Science and 
“computational thinking” than the media 
rich curriculum we have followed to date. 

The Raspberry Pi is a minimal computer – 
the circuit board is little bigger than a credit 
card and fits in one hand. The components 
are visible - even a case is considered an 
accessory. It has USB ports for a keyboard 
and mouse, and a port for network/Internet 
access. It outputs HD graphics via an HDMI 
port to connect to a TV. The RAM is not 
upgradeable, and the programs and files are 
stored on a SDHC card. It comes preloaded 
with some software – including Scratch 
and Python (free downloads now taught 
in school at KS3 and KS4). Performance is 
not great – I have a 10 year old Dell laptop 
that performs better. So why have one? It’s 

RASPBERRY PI ANYONE?
Graham Shaw
Second in ICT

cheap – £30 - £40 before accessories. And 
it has a connector – unexcitingly called the 
GPIO – that lets the user write programs to 
control components connected to it. All the 
code to make it happen has to be typed in. 
There are a plethora of amateur videos and 
websites dedicated to programming the 
Pi to do things – from transmitting video 
from high altitude balloons to controlling 
robots; from connecting them together to 
make a cheap supercomputer to using them 
as a home media streamer. Program code 
is often made freely available and many 
components can be purchased cheaply. And 
if it does not work? Persevere. Be resilient. 
Try and fix the problem – there are a 
multitude of forums to search.

We are planning to run Pi sessions with 
some Year 9 students during Activities 
Week, with the goal of starting an after-
school Pi club in the Autumn. We’re starting 
with flashing an LED, then a row of LEDs, 
then a display, and then adding a button to 
stop/start it all. Humble beginnings.

The founders of Microsoft and Apple started 
in a group of early computing enthusiasts. 
Maybe it is a bold thought that some of our 
learners, who might one day change the 
world, started with a Pi.   

‘The Raspberry 
Pi is a minimal 
computer – the 
circuit board is 
little bigger than 
a credit card and 
fits in one hand.’

APPRENTICESHIPS CELEBRATED AT LAUNCHPAD

During the Easter holidays, HRH The 
Duke of York visited our students at 

Launchpad as part of the Gloucestershire 
Echo and Citizenship apprenticeship awards. 
He spoke passionately about the need to 
provide young people with skills and the 
need for skilled young people to be given 
greater recognition.  Whilst at Launchpad 
the Duke met a variety of students studying 
vocational courses in catering, hair and 
beauty, engineering and construction. He 
spoke to Jordan Courtney, Year 11 who said 
‘the Duke was really interested; it was a great 
experience to meet him’.   

HRH Duke of York with Lisa-Marie 
Barr, studying hair and beauty


