
So many trips and visits have occurred 
this term it is difficult to know where to 
begin! The Spanish and French Exchanges 
both benefited from favourable weather. 
The Sixth Form trip to New York managed 
this year to escape the clutches of a 
hurricane! Drama students have seen 
Othello and benefited from a talk from the 
Director of ‘Woman in Black’ after seeing the 
performance. The end of term always proves 
special with dance, drama, fashion and 
choral performances both at school and at 
Tewkesbury Abbey. I do hope you managed 
to attend at least one of them.  Publishing 
deadlines may mean that some of these 
events are not covered in this edition but 
please do take a look at the website photo 
gallery.

All that remains is for me to wish you all 
a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year.  

KUDOS
MAGAZINE WINTER 2014
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‘School admissons 
are on the rise and 
we expect even more 
students to join us 
next September ’ 

With the Christmas holidays now upon 
us and another busy term drawing 

to a close, now is a good time to share and 
reflect on some of the many events that 
have happened this term. On the academic 
front, University applications have been sent 
off and offers are now flooding in to anxious 
students keen to plan their futures. Year 11 
students, too, wait nervously for the results 
of their iGCSE English that they took in early 
November. School admissions are on the 
rise and we expect even more students to 
join us next September. Vertical tutoring is 
now firmly embedded, the new curriculum 
in the early years is improving student 
progress and systems to track pupil progress 
are becoming increasingly sophisticated.

We are delighted with our newly 
refurbished swimming pool which gives 
students greater variety in their sports 
lessons and also offers opportunities 
to work with the local junior schools to 
hopefully ensure children can swim before 
they reach us in Year 7. Our new, hi-spec 
computers specifically bought for the 
new iMedia course, have been very well-
received and are being put to good use. 
We are now turning our attention to bidding 
for a new £3m Design Technology block 
to be built on our current tennis courts. 
The latter, of course, would be re-located.  
Our fingers are firmly crossed for support 
from our local planners. 

It is particularly pleasing to see school 
attendance improve once again across 
all year groups. Your continuing efforts 
to support our improvement drive are 

appreciated. Students, too, are making 
improved academic progress and we 
expect to build further in 2015 on last 
summer’s improved GCSE and A level 
results.

It is with great sadness that at the end of 
this term we say goodbye to our Chair of 
Governors, Mr Howard Davis. Howard, a 
parent at the school and a Principal Adviser 
for the West Midlands Local Government 
Association has chaired the school 
governing body since my arrival and his 
wise counsel has proved invaluable to me. 
Howard’s stewardship of the governing 
body has been quite exceptional and he 
leaves his position with much sadness but in 
the knowledge that his efforts have created 
an effective board that can both support the 
school but also hold us to account.

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Mr G M Watson
Head Teacher

Proposed design for the new £3m Design Technology block

In the Summer Edition of Kudos I made 
the following comment: “We anticipate 

improved results in August at both GCSE and 
‘A’ level and I have already invited an early 
inspection by Ofsted in the Autumn Term for 
them to witness and endorse the progress 
that has been made this academic year.”

Inspectors arrived in late November and 
their final report ought to be with us at the 
time this publication reaches you. Sadly, 
OFSTED did not have access to official, 
published 2014 results data when they 
came so they concentrated on the Summer 
2013 results which were less impressive.  
Rather perversely, those examinations 
actually took place before our previous 
inspection in July 2013.  

Results in 2014 were, as expected, a 
significant improvement on 2013.  To give 
just one example, the percentage of our 
students who gained 5A*-C GCSE grades 
including English and Maths rose from 
56% to 61% against a national figure that 
fell from 59.2% to 56%. Results at AS and 
A2 were also an improvement on 2013.  
Whilst the overall ‘Requires Improvement’ 

judgment was both incredibly frustrating 
and disappointing, the report does make 
reference to many indications that we 
continue to move in the right direction.

Achievement is improving and standards 
in English have improved.   Provision in the 
Sixth Form is improving and initiatives that 
we have introduced are leading to better 
teaching. Inspectors felt that students’ 
behaviour was good and recognised the 
part played by an active governing body 
in improving the school. The strategies we 
have introduced are bearing fruit and will 
continue to do so. Our results for 2015 
are already expected to be even better still.  
Strong actions have been taken to raise 
standards and these are showing increasing 
effect with younger students. It takes time 
for those actions to impact on standards.  
Summer 2014 was the first year where there 
was concrete evidence that those strategies 
are working.

Of course there remains much work still 
to be done and it is that challenge that 
makes the job so rewarding. If you have any 
questions about the report then please do 
not hesitate to contact me directly at the 
school.  

OFSTED UPDATE
Mr G M Watson
Head Teacher

‘The percentage of 
our students who 
gained 5A*-C GCSE 
grades including 
English & Maths rose 
against a falling 
national figure ’

 



2 Tewkesbury School.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values Community

Elise said, “During my time at Tewkesbury 
School I was supported in all aspects 
of my life, both academically and with my 
personal life.  The encouragement and 
support I received from my subject teachers, 
especially whilst in the Sixth Form, helped 
me to achieve 3 A* at A level and gave me 
the confidence to pursue my degree. 

I thoroughly enjoyed university life, 
joining many clubs including dance and 
cheerleading, where the cheerleading 
team became national champions. Since 
finishing university I have started working 
at Ecclesiastical Insurance in Gloucester. 
I am enjoying the world of work and I’m 
doing really well. I have recently decided to 
start studying for my insurance exams; so 
hopefully I will have more letters after my 
name!”    

Congratulations to all of our former 
students that have recently graduated 

from university. I caught up with Elise 
Bloom after she attended her graduation 
ceremony held at Cheltenham Racecourse 
in November. Elise graduated from 
the University of Gloucestershire in 
June achieving a 2:1 in Psychology and 
Sociology.

Former student Elise Bloom

ACHIEVING SUCCESS
Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

HALL OF FAME

audience with festive cheer.  The Year 10s and 
12s involved in the Textiles Fashion Show put 
on yet another amazing display of creativity. 
This year’s show ‘Once Upon a Catwalk’ had a 
fair y tale theme.  To round off the term, 
we are anticipating some fine dramatical 
performances from the cast of ‘Jason and 
the Argonauts’ who will perform over two 
nights in the last week of term.   Well done to 
all students and staff involved in the school 
performances; we couldn’t think of a better 
way to mark the beginning of Christmas!  

The Autumn term ends on a high note 
with all things festive.   The Carol Service 

on Monday 8th December took place in the 
wonderful setting of Tewkesbury Abbey.  
Th e  e v e n i n g  w a s  enjoyed by a large 
congregat ion and was a perfect mix 
of vocal performances, hymns and festive 
re a d i n g s.  Th e re  w e r e  t a l e n t e d 
performances aplenty at the Christmas 
Concert on Wednesday 10th December 
where dancers, Young Voices, Diamante 
and individual vocal performers filled the 

FEELING 
FESTIVE

Caitlin trains up to 5 times a week in Bristol and 
said “It was amazing to win 6 medals, I’ve never 
won so many medals in one competition.” 
The following Year 10 boys have been 
awarded with their ‘half colours’ 
for commitment to school sport and 
are now the proud owner of a sports tie: 

Matthew Alonso (Hodgkin), Jack Beardsell 
(Priestley), Conor Colman (Priestley), James 
Croft (Brunel), Joshua Davis (Priestley), 
Lee Llewelyn (Hodgkin), Charlie McVicker 
(Priestley), Ross Sipek (Priestley), James 
Sweeting (Brunel), Noah Hurley (Keller), 
William Skuse (Brunel), Cameron Bond 
(Priestley), Harry Bristow (Bronte), Brodie 
Cook (Bronte), William Taylor (Bronte), 
Mitchell Finnigan (Bronte), Brandon Meynell 
(Brunel), Curtis O’Keeffe (Hodgkin), Joshua 
O’Neill (Bronte) and Tom Sallis  (Elgar).

Well done to Year 11 students Lottie Sermon 
(Brunel) and Erin Roberts (Elgar) and Year 
10s Sade-Louise Fowler (Keller), Sophie 
Albutt-Jones (Keller) and Ashleigh Price 
(Keller).  In September they visited Marina 
Court in Tewkesbury with Mrs Bartholomew 
and members of the Tewkesbury Rotary Club 
to assist with a race night for the residents. The 
girls were great ambassadors for the school.

In September Andrew Phillips  Year 
11 (Brunel) attended the World Martial Arts 
Games in Geneva.  He was the only Jujitsu 
junior competitor for the event so he was 
invited to fight in higher weight and age 
categories and came away with a bronze medal. 

Outstanding gymnast Ella Kelsey Year 
11 (Keller) took part in the regional team 
gymnastics competition in November and won 
a silver medal, this was followed by competing 
in a series of individual and team events. 

Well done to fundraiser Naomi Gibson 
Year 11 (Elgar). So far she has raised over 
£3,000 for Cancer Research. In the summer 
she raised a further £600 for Winston’s Wish 
having had first-hand experience of how 
this charity helps families. She carried out 
her Y10 work experience in their Cheltenham 
office and they were very impressed by her 
attitude. She helped occasionally during the 
holidays and then supported the runners 
that were fundraising for Winston’s Wish 
in the Cheltenham Half Marathon in
 September.   

Huge congratulations to the following 
students on their successes and 

achievement  outs ide  of  school :
Abbie Finch Year 12 (Brunel) who 
completed a skydive at Redlands Airfield in 
Swindon in November.  She raised £600 in aid 
of Breast Cancer Campaign in memory of her 
mum. Abbie said “It was an amazing experience 
and something I can tick off my bucket list”. 

Following an outstanding performance 
in last year’s rugby league regional event 
our current Year 10 Rugby team have 
been selected to represent the whole of the 
South West of England in the regional knock-
out stage and will play London schools at 
Maidenhead Rugby Club in February 2015. 

The following boys are involved with 
Cheltenham District Football:  
Year 8 - Noah Baillie (Keller), Daniel 
Hill (Keller), Ben Kitchener (Elgar), 
William Smith (Hodgkin) and Ben 
Hardy (Bronte).  Year 9 - Samuel Peters 
(Brunel) and Joshua Sheppard (Elgar).  
Year 10 - Matthew Alonso (Hodgkin), 
James Croft (Priestley), Conor Colman 
(Pr iest ley) ,  D eclan Vi rgo (Brunel) , 
Lee Llewelyn (Hodgkin) and Elliot 
Roberts (Elgar) who has also scored 
four hat tricks in four school matches 
this season - a great scoring run!

In Rugby, Morgan Monks Year 9 
(Priestley) continues to establish himself 
as a very key player for the Worcester 
Rugby Academy/squad at Sixways in 
Worcester. Charlie McVicker Year 10 
(Priestley) and Macauley Brunsdon 
- Jones Year 11 (Keller) have both made it 
in to the Gloucester Rugby set up (academy) 
again this year.  Macauley is also involved 
with Gloucestershire County Rugby and 
is one step away for playing for the South 
West and then potentially onto England.

In November, Luke Kearns Year 9 (Brunel) 
was crowned Cross Country District Champion.

Well done to gymnast Caitlin Lochhead 
Year 8 (Keller) who has won gold, silver and 
bronze medals at a competition in September. 

‘Elise graduated 
from the University 
of Gloucestershire 
in June achieving 
a 2:1 in Psychology 
and Sociology.’

Erin Mills Year 9 (Elgar) 
and Adam Cook Year 
9 (Bronte) play Medea 
and Jason in the 
Christmas Show
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Determined Year 9 student Levana Hanson 
(Elgar) is dreaming of becoming a 

blade runner.  Levana had her lower legs 
amputated as a baby due to meningitis but 
has impressed many by her determination 
not to let it hold her back in life.  Levana 
has become one of the best young disabled 
swimmers in the country, but not content 
with her success in that sport, she has now 
set her sights on being able to run for the 
first time.  To do this, she will need prosthetic 
running blades costing more than £20,000. 
The NHS agreed to pay but for Levana to 
qualify an amount of £4,000 needed to be 
fundraised towards the cost of the blades. 

As part of our A level Event Management 
course we decided to help raise this money 
for Levana and so we set to work and started 
planning Paddle Power.  The event took place 
on Friday 19th September at Croft Farm 
Water Park in Tewkesbury.  There were 22 
teams entered which included students from 
local primary schools. In the senior event, 
there were nine teams entered including the 
Sixth Form staff and Senior Leadership Team.  
The Jolly Pirates team from GE Aviation in 
Bishops Cleeve won the event. The event was 
very well supported and was a resounding 

Dan Taplin
Brunel

PADDLE POWER MAKES A BIG SPLASH

success raising over £1,800. Levana and her 
mum Glenda were thrilled to be there on the 
day.  Levana’s mum said, “There were lots of 
people there, the weather was lovely and 
everyone was having good old-fashioned 
fun!  It brought everyone together and for a 
first time event, everything went very well.”

  Charlie Gardner, Business Studies teacher 
at the school said “This is a fantastic total 
and the Paddle Power team would like 
to say a huge thanks to everyone who 
supported this event.  Levana is hoping 
to have her blades fitted in the next few 
months and is looking forward to running”.  

BOAT RACEORGANISED BY TEWKESBURY SCHOOLPROCEEDS IN AID OF THE LEVANA HANSON TRUST
FRIDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 2014 FROM 3.00PM AT CROFT FARM WATER PARK, TEWKESBURY

CONTACT:  OFFICE@TEWKESBURYSCHOOL.ORG OR VISIT WWW.TEWKESBURYSCHOOL.ORG FOR INFO 01684 292152          @TEWKSCHOOL

SPECTATORS 
£1.50

BAR & FOOD
AVAILABLE

ENTER A TEAM!

TEAMS OF 6 PEOPLE REQUIRED.  
£30 ENTRY FEE PER TEAM 

ENTRY SPONSORSHIP FORMS AVAILABLE FROM 

PADDLE POWER AT TEWKESBURY SCHOOL.

Levana and Year 13 student Business students

Levana Hanson receives her cheque from Will Day, Year 13

Miss Willoughby
Assistant Head

THE POUNDS ROLL IN FOR CHARITY 

The students at Tewkesbury School 
are well known for their enthusiasm 

towards fundraising.  This term has been 
packed full of charity activities including: 
the Paddle Power event (in aid of the 
Levana Hanson Trust), a ‘Wear it Pink Day’ 
in aid of Cancer Research; a MacMillan 
Cancer coffee morning; the Keller House 
students swimming the distance of the 
Channel; the Sixth Form Fancy dress day; 
a bring your bear to school day and a non-
uniform day in aid of Children in Need.  
The grand total of all fundraising activities 
this term is £4,855 and rising!  This is an 
amazing effort, well done everyone.
Special mention must go to Year 7 Milly 
Smith (Bronte) who came up with a very 
active way of fundraising for Children in 
Need. During November she challenged 
herself to visit as many Royal Mail Post 

boxes in the local area on her bike as she 
could.  She peddled over 13 miles taking 
a photo of herself at each post box and 
raised around £50. Milly said, “I was happy 
to raise money whilst keeping fit, it was 
fun!”.  

£4,855

I am really delighted with the support from everybody who took part 
in Paddle Power.  It makes me realise how generous the Tewkesbury 
community is. I am currently waiting on some new walking legs and as 
soon as they are finished the prosthesists will use the same mould to make 
the fitting for the blades.  I hope that this will happen early in the new 
year.  I am worried about how many times I will fall over as I start using 
the blades, but I know this is all part of learning to use them.  I’m looking 
forward to trying them out and being able to move quickly!

Thanks to all of you. You’re helping me to make my dreams come true.

A MESSAGE FROM LEVANA:

Milly Smith Year 7 (Bronte) carries out her bike riding challenge 
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TEWKESBURY SCHOOL REMEMBERS
REMEMBERING THE FALLEN 

felt that the sacrifice of all those people 
should not be forgotten. In 1919, on 
the first anniversary of the Armistice, 
a service was held. Now each year on 
the Sunday nearest to 11 November 
(Remembrance Day) at 11 o’clock in the 
morning, a Remembrance service is 
held at the Cenotaph in London. 
The service now commemorates British 
and Commonwealth  ser v ice  men 
and women who died in the two 
World Wars and in later conflicts. 
The Queen, religious leaders, politicians, 
representatives of state and the Armed 
and Auxiliary Forces, gather to pay 
respect to those who gave their lives 
defending others. The Cenotaph is not 
the only memorial. All over the country 
there are memorials to those who 
fought and today and they were covered 
in wreaths of poppies. The poppy was 
adopted in 1921 by The Royal British 
Legion as the symbol of Remembrance 
and hope. People had begun to adopt 
the poppy after being inspired by 
the poem of a Canadian Doctor, John 
McCrae, who had been present in France 
at the fighting.   

On the 11th November 2014, it was 
Remembrance Day. At 11 o’clock 

on that day it was the anniversary of 
the end of the First World War, when 
the Armistice (peace agreement) was 
signed. That war now seems like a 
very long time ago, especially when 
there have been plenty of wars since 
then. But the First World War changed 
modern warfare. For some people it 
defined the horror that would come 
out of the 20th century. Millions of men 
fought in the battles from all across 
the world. For the first time the role of 
British women changed in war – in the 
UK young women worked in factories 
and on farms, others travelled to the 
battlefields to be nurses and ambulance 
drivers. Once the war was over, many 

was followed by Canon Roger Grey, Padre 
of Tewkesbury Sea Cadets reading the poem 
‘For the Fallen’ at the start the 2 minute 
silence.  The siren which sounded at the 
former Ashchurch Army base could be heard 
in the distance and the whole school fell 
silent to pay their respects.

After the silence, the cadets carried out a 
short march along the Ashchurch Road, 
ending at the tree planted in memory of 
former student Matthew Stuart who was 
killed on his 18th Birthday whilst serving 
during the Falklands Conflict.  Mr Watson 
laid a poppy wreath and praised our cadets 
who were a real credit to themselves and to 
the school on this important occasion.    

On Tuesday 11th November 2014 
Tewkesbur y School students and 

staff stood silent to pay their respects on 
Remembrance Day. The students who are 
in the forces cadets attended school in their 
forces uniforms for the day and participated 
in a parade.

At the end of school break students 
held a silence at 11am. The silence was 
started by a poignant performance of The 
Last Post played by Mr Sharpe and this 

The Wreath laid at the tree in memory 
of Matthew Stuart

Year 9 students Tess Ashmeade (Keller), Bethan Archer (Elgar) and Samuel Peters (Brunel) 
sewing poppy seeds to grow within the school grounds as a tribute to the fallen..   

SOWING A REMEMBRANCE MEADOW

Cadets parade

‘The students who 
are in the forces 
cadets attended 
school in their 
forces uniforms 
for the day... ’ 

‘many felt that 
the sacrifice of 
all those people 
should not be 
forgotten... ’ 

Y9 WWI HISTORY HOUSE COMPETITION
letter or poem from the trenches. 
Various prizes and house points wil l 
be awarded to the best entries.  Look 
out for the overall  winner in the nex t 
edit ion of  Kudos.    

Over the last  term Year 9 have 
been studying WWI. They have 

been investigating what l i fe was l ike 
in the trenches and wil l  now have 
the oppor tunity to write their  own 

Mrs Newcombe
History

To commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the First World War, Jack Green 
(Priestley) and Samuel Harris (Brunel) 
from Year 9 and Mr Thomson from the 
History Department are taking part with 
students from other local schools in a 4 
day residential to visit the battlefields in 
France and Belgium from Friday 27th 
February to Monday 2nd March 2015. 
This visit is funded by the Government 
and they will visit Ypres and the 
Somme. In order to secure their places 
on this visit, the students had to write 

an explanation of why they should go. 
The standard of entries was very high 
but Jack and Sam convinced us they 
were the ideal candidates to be given 
this opportunity. On the visit Jack and 
Sam will work with representatives 
from the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, the Imperial  War 
Museum, BBC News School report 
and many others. The British Army 
have also pledged their support to the 
programme in the form of a serving 
soldier to accompany each tour and 
provide a contrast 100 years on. We’re 
looking forward to their report on their 
experience next Spring!   

BATTLEFIELD VISIT

with the latest news from Tewkesbury School on twitter,  follow @tewkschool

keep in touch...

Reception: 01684 292152   Email: office@tewkesburyschool.org    
Website: www.tewkesburyschool.org
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us for the next 2 hours recalling the 
events of Eel Marsh House. The first act 
sets up the play with short appearances 
from the ‘Woman in Black’ that set the 
audience rocking. In the second, a sea 
of heads shrinking down into their seats 
as the plot thickened, the story became 
more intense and the Woman in Black 
appearing when least expected. When 
the play finished, everyone trooped 
out of the theatre not daring to look 
behind themselves for fear of seeing 
the ‘Woman in Black’. The performance 
left our imaginations in a frenzy and it 
was a most creative, well written and 
surprising evening. It is safe to say that 
even the bravest were unnerved!

The following day we had a visit from 
the original director, Mr Robin Herford, 
who was wonderfully accommodating 
and told us many stories on how the 
play came into being and how they 
managed to create such tense and 
atmospheric production. He answered 
all our questions and the session seemed 
too short as the bell went and we had 
to go back to our normal lessons. It was 
a fantastic experience and I may just 
be brave enough to watch it a second 
time…   

A spine chilling horror brought 
to life in theatre is a must see for 

anyone with theatrical interests as 
well as ones who love a good scare. 
On the 2nd of November, Year 10, 
11 and 12 Drama students ventured 
out to the Everyman Theatre to see a 
performance of The Woman in Black, 
which is now in its  25th year.  With 
anxiety high and excitement even 
higher, we all eventually took our seats 
and prepared to have our emotions 
toi led with and thrown about.  With 
the first half starting and the set plain 
but effective, two actors entertained 

Director Mr Robin Herford speaks with students

Aisling Reid
Brunel

THE WOMAN IN BLACK

‘...you quickly 
adjust, make 
new friends and 
soon find your 
way around ... ’

there is something for everyone at very 
reasonable prices. Break time and lunch time 
gives the chance to catch up with friends and 
have a chat.

It is great to have a variety of lessons, with 
different teachers because they specialise in 
their subject and are enthusiastic about what 
they teach. I am enjoying some subjects that 
I thought I wouldn’t necessarily like. There 
is textiles, electronics, cookery, all kinds of 
opportunities on offer and that is just D&T! 
It has been great to try different activities in 
P.E. such as the Fitness Suite. 

My advice to Year 6s who will be joining 
Tewkesbury School in the future is not to 
worry, as you quickly adjust, make new 
friends, and soon find your way around.   

Starting at Tewkesbury School in 
September from my primary school 

seemed like a big step. But visiting the 
school on partnership days and taster days 
definitely helped the transition and made 
me feel more familiar with the school. 

During the first day, we spent time with our 
tutor, attended the Freshers’ Fayre where we 
received details about clubs and activities 
we could join, and attended our first two 
proper lessons. All the teachers and staff 
are friendly and welcoming and are there 
to help with directions or anything else you 
may need to know. On the second day, we 
met the rest of our tutor group - vertical 
tutoring works really well, as there are a few 
students from every year group right the 
way through to Year 13. 

Finding my way around seemed quite 
straightforward as I was given a map and 
timetable that informed me which room 
each lesson was in. Also, to start with, I 
thought the school was huge, but now it 
doesn’t actually seem that massive. I really 
like the fact that there is a canteen just for 
Year 7 & 8s and one for the whole school. 
The selection of food and drink means that 

Year 7 girls at the Freshers’ Fayre

STARTING YEAR 7
Paris Cole
Keller

I joined Year 7 in September and before 
coming to Tewkesbury School I went to 
Carrant Brook Junior School.  When I was 
there I was a little nervous about moving to 
secondary school as I thought the homework 
might be really difficult and I was worried 
about making new friends.   I’ve now been 
here for one term and I’ve settled in really 
well; I’m enjoying everything.  My message to 
Year 6 is “you’ll be fine”.   I hope you choose 
Tewkesbury School for your future and I will 
see you in 2015!

Liam Perkins
Bronte

your suggestions and ideas or about any 
problems that you may encounter.  You can 
contact us through your tutor or by speaking 
to Miss Willoughby.

Our current members are: 
Hannah Galpin (Y7 Brunel), Jolie Morris (Y7 
Brunel), Jack Dowding (Y7 Bronte), Beth 
Jones (Y8 Keller), Ella Whelan (Y9 Bronte), 
Amy Gilpin (Y9 Brunel), Alex Mason (Y9 
Brunel), Sam Gilchrist (Y10 Hodgkin), Issy 
Robinson (Y10 Hodgkin), Kieran Guoite (Y10 
Elgar), Tamara Spiers (Y11 Priestley), Meg 
Donnelly (Y12 Bronte), Zack Gilchrist (Y12 
Brunel) and Kieran Galpin (Y12 Brunel).  

We are the new Junior Leadership 
Team (JLT) at Tewkesbury School. 

We are made up of around 15 members 
all from different Houses and year groups.  
The JLT meet regularly to discuss ideas 
or suggestions from students across the 
school. Currently, we are working 
on bringing the community together, 
improving the appearance of the school 
and making it a nicer place for students to 
learn and develop. We have recently met 
with students from another school and we 
have gained many ideas on how to improve 
our own school.  We would love to hear 

Meg Donnelly
Bronte

JUNIOR LEADERS

The Junior Leadership Team
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‘It is the most
successful 
year ever for 
senior rugby 
at Tewkesbury 
School. ’ 

Tewkesbury School’s senior rugby team 
kicked-off the season in a brand new 

team kit thanks to local sponsorship from 
The Tewkesbury Fryer, Kingfisher Restaurant 
and Goodfellas Barbershop.

The senior rugby team boasts a very 
solid group of players and at the end of 
last season they expressed the need for 
a new kit and so the players set to work 
on fundraising ideas. The squad were 
approached by The Tewkesbury Fryer and 
the Kingfisher Restaurant who offered to 
donate £800 and Goodfellas Barbershop 
in Mitton added an extra £200 so a full kit 
could be bought.  The team also has a new 
set of training tops courtesy of Tewkesbury 
Rugby Club.

During October, the team benefitted from 
a coaching session with Worcester based 
player Adam Clayton (who plays for East 
Grinstead RFC), he worked with the 
forwards practising  set pieces in the line 
out and scrum. The season’s highlights 
so far have been winning the Varsity Cup 
played v Prince Henry’s High School (5-3) 
and winning the game against The Chase, 
Malvern (39-7) as we have never beaten 
them at senior rugby level until this year.  
There were also notable first ever wins at 
games v Hereford Cathedral College (31-24) 
and Alcester Grammar School (19-10).

Mr Lockwood, coach of the senior rugby 
team said, “Purchasing a full rugby kit costs 
a lot of money and the sponsorship from 
the local businesses and Tewkesbury Rugby 
Club has been gratefully received.  The senior 
rugby team are performing exceptionally 
well this season and by the time that KUDOS 
has been printed, the team will have won 
8 games out of 10 this year.  It is the most 
successful year ever for senior rugby at 
Tewkesbury School. I’m very proud of my 
squad!”.  

SUCCESS FOR THE SENIOR 
1ST XV RUGBY TEAM
Mr Lockwood
Priestley

‘Thank you for the 
experience, I love 
South Africa and have 
enjoyed every minute 
of the Sports Tour ’

in Cape Town for a sunrise safari, trips to 
Table Mountain, Robben Island to see where 
Nelson Mandela was incarcerated and a visit 
to an African Township where students and 
staff felt very humbled after meeting the 
people from the town.

Mr Graham-Kevan, Head of PE said, “What 
a great tour! The South African hosts were 
superb. I would like to thank the PE staff and 
our brilliant students; it is safe to say that 
everyone had a truly amazing experience”.  The PE Depar tment and 57 students 

enjoyed a very successful Sports Tour to 
South Africa in July  2014.  After months 
of planning, preparation and fundraising 
the departure day had finally arrived.  
The trip of a lifetime tour saw an action-
packed itinerary with a mixture of sporting 
competition against other schools, training 
sessions and some leisure time as well as 
the all-important cultural experiences. The 
excursions included visiting a game reserve 

Table Mountain, Cape Town

SPORTS TOUR ENJOY A TRIP OF A LIFETIME 
Mr Graham Kevan
Head of PE

Owen Taylor (Hodgkin) visiting the South 
African Township

Evie Anstey - Brunel

DEMENTIA FRIENDS
Rachel Done
PSHE

a school survey to help us offer support to 
any of our students that may have family 
members affected by the disease.

The students have also been busy carrying 
out community visits, one to a craft morning 
at Tewkesbury Day Centre and one to 
Ashchurch View where the children made 
Christmas cards with the residents. The term 
will end with a festive treat as we host a 
Dementia Friends coffee morning where 
guests will enjoy mince pies and Christmas 
carols. 

Looking ahead to next year, we are very 
excited at the prospect of working with a 
group of dementia lead professionals and 
the Roses Theatre to put on a play which 
highlights the condition and relationships 
between sufferers and their families.  

This term has seen continued work on 
our dementia awareness activities.  

Mary Keating from the Gloucestershire NHS 
Dementia Education Team and Fran Gibbs, 
a local Dementia Champion, have been in 
to visit students in Years 8 and 10 during 
their PSHE lessons.  We have also featured 
on BBC Radio Gloucestershire’s Dementia 
Awareness Week where students were 
interviewed about what they had learnt.

As part of our initiative to raise awareness, 
we hosted a Dementia Friends training 
session here at the school for parents and 
staff and I am thrilled that approximately 
125 students have now pledged to become 
a Dementia Friend.  We recently carried out 
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with their host family. During this time they 
got the opportunity to go shopping, go to 
the theme park, go bowling and ice skating. 

The final day, involved eating lots of churros 
in the morning, going around the Royal 
Palace in the afternoon and then a final 
shopping spree before we headed to the 
airport for a very emotional goodbye.

Overall, the students thoroughly enjoyed 
their time in Spain; it was very educational 
for them as well as some rather memorable 
moments and they are all extremely excited 
for their Spanish friends to visit here in 
March. If any student is interested in taking 
part in the Spanish exchange next year 
please chat to the students for a more 
extensive recommendation!   

On the 13th of October this year Miss 
Tebby and I took 19 students on a 

Spanish exchange to Madrid. The trip 
involved students living with host families 
for the week, as well visiting a number of 
places in and around Madrid.

On the first day the children had a tour 
around a school and got to see what lessons 
were like in a Spanish school. The next day 
involved a trip just south of Madrid to a 
beautiful town called Toledo, famous for 
its extensive cultural and monumental 
heritage. 

On the Thursday we all went to the zoo. 
Here we got to watch a fantastic dolphin 
display as well as see a variety of other 
animals. The next day, the morning involved 
our students testing out their Spanish 
speaking skills by taking a trip to the local 
market where the children had various tasks 
and questions that they had to complete. In 
the afternoon we then had a guided bus 
tour around Madrid. The children got to 
learn about the history of Madrid as well as 
see the famous sights around the wonderful 
city. 

The weekend was slightly different as the 
children got to spend the entire weekend 

Students visit Toledo as part of the Spanish exchange trip

Mr Gowers
Brunel

SPANISH EXCHANGE TRIP

‘...they are all 
extremely excited 
for their Spanish 
friends to visit 
here in March.’

in school we noticed many differences in 
the education systems; the terminology, the 
range of facilities on offer and the outdoor 
spor ting events (such as basketball).  
It seems clear that American students are 
very busy during school as well, having up 
to 9 lessons a day compared to 6 lessons that 
a Tewkesbury School student would have, 
although lessons at Tewkesbury School are 
55 minutes long compared to 40 minutes 
at Voorhees.   In all of these ways, Voorhees 
High School proved to be overwhelming in 
a good way and the students there were all 
very hospitable and friendly. 

This trip was a different experience for all of 
the students, as for many of us this was the 
first time of being away from the comforts 
of  our family and homes in England.   
The American partnership happens every 
two years and is now firmly established.   
Hopefully one day Voorhees High School 
students will be able to visit Tewkesbury. 
Students in Years 11, 9 and 7 can all look 
forward to taking a trip to American to enjoy 
the partnership in the future.   

During October half term a group Year 
12 students and accompanied by Mrs 

Bartholomew and Mrs Vallender jetted off 
to visit New Jersey, America for 10 days as 
part of the American partnership. 

The students all stayed with host families 
of students from Voorhees High School.  
The hosts and the exchanges spent both 
weekends with each other, experiencing the 
American way of life with the opportunity 
of them visiting the UK in the future.  During 
the week the students spent two days at 
Voorhees High School then visited Princeton 
University, New York including Ground Zero 
and Liberty Island, Macys and Times Square.  
We also enjoyed celebrating Halloween and 
a trip to Philadelphia included the chance to 
take a horse and carriage ride around the 
city and a trip to the market to eat one of 
the famous ‘phillysteaks.’

It is safe to say that American culture is very 
different to the way of life in England, for 
example the school day in America starts at 
7.40am.   During the two days of time spent 

Phoebe King
Elgar

Year 12 students enjoying the American Partnership visit to New Jersey

GOOD TIMES – STATESIDE!

The Reading Group is aptly named 
Pageturners! We meet in the Library on 

Wednesday lunchtimes with friends of all 
ages to discuss and have fun with books. 
The Library feels like our second home where 
we can escape into magical places within 
the wonderful books they have. Since 
coming to reading group we are more able 
to participate in discussions and give ideas 
confidently.

This term we have discussed books vs film, 
reading culture for teens and World War 1 
fiction. This was important for us to help 
understand how difficult life would have 
been for so many people at this time and also 
enabled us to develop our knowledge and 
understanding of the world.

We also have Craft Club in the Library on 
a Thursday at lunchtime. This term we are 
upcycling books into hedgehogs!  They could 
be your presents for Christmas!  

LIFE IN THE LIBRARY SO FAR...
Molly Spiller & Meghan Tyler
Priestley & Bronte

ACCELERATED READER
Oliver Gilchrist
Hodgkin

I personally enjoy reading a lot and I am enjoying AR. The books are amazing and I would 
recommend the Divergent series. I have read some awesome books including Beast Quest, 

The World of Norm and Tom Gates. I was the first Millionaire in Year 7 this year and I am very 
excited about the prizes that we can win. Accelerated Reader has really helped improve my 
reading skills and encouraged me to read even more.   



‘ You have 
nothing to 
lose and lots 
to gain...’ 

Summer last year, I was fortunate to 
be selected to represent Girl Guiding 

Gloucestershire on an international trip.  
Ten girls from Gloucestershire attended 
Asker 2014, an International Scout and 
Guide Jamboree in Norway. 
Throughout the year, we all had to raise 
money to cover the cost of the trip, £850 
each.  Guiding’s approach to funding makes 
this opportunity available to all, regardless 
of financial background. I started fund 
raising by making cakes, jams and chutneys, 
cards and crafts, which I was allowed to sell 
at school events and other local events.  It 
was whilst I was fund raising at school, that 
someone suggested applying for support 
from one of the School Trust Funds.

The Dowty Trust was set up 40 years ago as 
a charitable trust in recognition of the great 
services of Sir George Dowty in promoting 
the prosperity of Tewkesbury.  Grants are 
available to young people at the school. 
I made an application to the trust and, to 
my surprise and delight, received £250 
towards, what turned out to be an amazing 
experience, involving caving, pioneering and 
canoeing in the local fjord. I also made new 
friends from all over the world and enjoyed 
the trip so much that I’m planning to go 
again to see some of my new Norwegian 
friends next summer.  Without the grant 
from the Dowty Trust I may not have been 
able to go to Norway.

If you are offered similar opportunities to 
build your confidence and character, develop 
your initiative or increase your ability then 
why don’t you make an application to the 
trust? You have nothing to lose and lots to 
gain.  The Trustees are keen to support more 
young people so if you have an idea and you 
would like to apply for some funding then 
do please speak to Mr Smith or Mr Watson 
at the school. Unlike some grants, this one 
doesn’t depend on your parents’ income.  

NEED SUPPORT WITH AN IDEA - JUST ASK!
Carenza Atkins
Elgar

We are heading towards the time of 
year when many of our students 

have to make very important decisions 
that will potentially shape the rest of their 
lives. Year 9 and 11 students will soon be 
picking option subjects and older students 
are making choices about universities and 
careers, which can be a daunting prospect. 
We work hard to give the best possible 
guidance and support to make this as 
smooth a process as possible. 

This is often easier where our young 
people have a very clear idea about what 
they ultimately want to do. However, it is 
unreasonable to expect everybody to have 
their plans completely mapped out at the 
age of 14 and it’s very common for things 
to change anyway.

Looking at things from a different direction, 
I sometimes do an exercise with students 
where we look at what sort of salary they 
think they will need when they get their 
first job. Most recently, a year 8 group came 
up with a minimum of £24500. With the 
current average salary (including those 
with many years of experience) being only 
slightly more than this, we are potentially 
storing up some disappointment.

Of course, this can easily be turned into 
a positive. Tewkesbury is an area of very 
high employment and there are plenty of 
fulfilling, well-paid careers available to 
those that work for them. These are not 
only open to those that take an academic 
direction but there are many vocational 
routes that are equally rewarding. This can 
trigger some very interesting conversations 
about what is needed to persuade an 

employer to give somebody a job in the 
first place: good qualifications; relevant 
work experience; strong personal attributes 
– honesty, confidence, resilience etc. 
Nobody is going to give these high quality 
opportunities to those that haven’t worked 
for it.

Many of our more canny students also look 
at where current shortages are and plan 
accordingly. For example, it won’t have 
escaped your notice that Tewkesbury and 
the surrounding area are saturated with 
world-renowned engineering companies: 
Lewis Hamilton’s recent Formula 1 win 
wouldn’t have happened without a variety 
of components produced by Moog in 
Ashchurch. 

However, some are put off by stereotypes 
surrounding engineering. A recent report 
by the Wise campaign to promote women 
in science and engineering found that too 
many young women felt it was “not for 
people like me”. This is dreadful news for 
an area of the economy that needs highly 
trained and motivated people, regardless 
of gender.  

This issue has been recognised at the 
highest level, with a recent study by the 
Royal Academy of Engineering saying the 
UK needs to increase by as much as 50% the 
number of science, technology, engineering 
and maths graduates it produces, with 
women being the target group to increase 
recruitment.

One tactic being used is to emphasise the 
creative side of engineering, with some 
universities making formal links with art 
for instance as part of their courses. Apple is 
the world’s most valuable company on the 
back of making this very strong connection 
between design for use and aesthetics. 
The hope is that, by highlighting the artistic 
aspect of engineering, we can entice a 
whole new set of students to make this a 
career choice: which means thinking about 
the best options at school to make this 
happen.  

EDUCATION MATTERS
Andy Steele
Deputy Head

‘We work hard 
to give the 
best possible 
guidance and 
support ’ 
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If you still need advice or guidance about your post-16 options 
please see one of the Sixth Form Team.

As we head into the cold winter months, may I remind you of the following school closure 
information. Please check the Gloucestershire Closed School’s website http://www.
glosclosedschools.com  for info. Follow them on twitter @Glos_schools. The school’s own 
website will also have regular updates should there be a need for a closure.  

SCHOOL CLOSURE

Guidance on the use of the internet, cyber bulling, social networking and mobile phones. As a 
parent or carer you have a very important role in helping your child understand the risks of using 
the internet. We would like to draw your attention to the link below to the Safeguarding Children in 
Gloucestershire website which has a number of resources that are designed to help you. 
http://www.gscb.org.uk/article/113156/E-safety.  

E-SAFETY

Carenza Atkins Year 11 (Elgar) at the 
International Guide Jamboree


