
KUDOS

So much has happened since we were 
inspected at the end of the Summer 

Term.  All the changes we have introduced 
since September were planned before the 
inspection and are designed specifically to 
improve students’ academic progress.    

Reporting of academic progress across the 
school has witnessed fundamental changes.  
By now, you will all have received the first 
two of our planned progress reports with 
another four due before the end of this 
academic year.  These checks on pupil 
progress will give you and us clearer and 
more frequent information about your 
child’s performance.  The same progress 
checks then inform our actions at all levels.  
The vast majority of families are receiving 
positive letters home commending their 
children for their attitude to learning, 
academic progress and attendance.  Those 
not making the expected progress are 
subject to additional support and closer 
monitoring.

The introduction of vertical tutoring was 
also designed to address the tracking of 
student academic progress.  Tutors, faced 
with smaller tutor groups, are now playing a 
far more active role in monitoring progress, 
praising and encouraging students where 
appropriate and having sharply focused 
conversations with those currently under-
achieving.  Our linked inspector, Mr Simon 
Rowe HMI, has visited the school twice this 
term and is pleased with our improvement 
plans.  Governance is strong and continues 

to improve.  Governors continue to play a 
key role, overseeing two new monitoring 
groups looking specifically at improving 
performance at GCSE and A Level.

Further specific changes have been made 
in certain areas.  Our new Y7 intake face a 
completely revised curriculum structure, 
designed to stretch, challenge and support 
al l  students.   Our Y9 students wil l  be 
following a revised options programme this 
year to cater for the amended requirements 
placed on schools by the Government.  Y11 
students, this November, have completed 
an iGCSE qualification in English for the first 
time and we are cautiously optimistic in 
relation to outcomes following that change.  
Y11 are showing a real determination to 
achieve and recently performed well in mock 
examinations.  All Y11 students and parents 
have been invited into school to discuss 
their Post 16 options.  In the Sixth Form, 
ethos and progress continue to improve.  
Entry standards are now clearer with greater 
rigour in relation to progress tracking and 
supervised study arrangements.

The July inspection confirmed our own 
evaluation of areas for improvement.  The 
report also confirmed our own view that 
behaviour, pastoral care and extra-curricular 
activities are strengths of the school.  I am 
confident that our improvement plans, 
coupled with the ongoing support of 
parents and determination of students, will 
pay dividends in 2014 and beyond.   

MAGAZINE WINTER 2013

Mr G M Watson
Headteacher

 ‘The report also 
confirmed our 
own view that 
behaviour, pastoral 
care and extra-
curricular activities 
are strengths of 
the school.’

OFSTED UPDATE
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The pace has increased during this last 
fortnight with, amongst other things, a 
fantastic Christmas Concert, well-attended 
Carol Service at Tewkesbury Abbey and 
our customary Fashion Show which, this 
year, had the theme of ‘Fashion across 
continents and time’.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to commend all the students 
mentioned throughout this edition of 
Kudos and the many more who will not be 
mentioned who have achieved in whatever 
sphere.  None of this could happen without 
the partnership and support that is offered 
by parents and staff.  I am grateful to you 
all and immensely proud to share in the 
achievements of the youngsters.

I hope you enjoy reading about just some 
of those achievements and I wish you and 
your families a very happy, safe and peaceful 
Christmas break.   

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Mr G M Watson
Headteacher

‘I am grateful 
to you all and 
immensely proud 
to share in the 
achievements of 
the youngsters.’

Happy Christmas to you all!

It seems like only yesterday when we were 
welcoming a new, fresh-faced Year 7 intake 
to the school back in September and in the 
blink of an eye here we are now at the end 
of the Autumn Term with barely a week to 
go before Christmas!  I do hope some of 
you at least managed to attend some of our 
festive activities in these last weeks of term.  

So much seems to have happened in such a 
short space of time and even within a school 
magazine we can only scrape the surface in 
relation to students’ achievements, some of 
which are listed in the ‘Hall of Fame’.  

with the latest news from Tewkesbury 
School on twitter,  follow @tewkschool

keep in touch...

Reception: 01684 292152
Email: office@tewkesburyschool.org    

Website: www.tewkesburyschool.org
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This year, we are pleased to be supporting 
the following charities which have been 

chosen by students from each of the Houses.
Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal (Elgar), 

CHARITY FUNDRAISING
Ms Andree Willoughby
Assistant Headteacher

‘We hope that 
we will be able 
to raise as much 
again for our 
chosen charities 
this year!’

Macmillan Cancer Care (Brunel), Sue Ryder 
Care, Leckhampton Court Hospice (Keller), 
Wateraid (Bronte), Save the Children 
(Hodgkin), Chifubu School, Zambia, our 
global partnership school (Priestley).

Last year a fantastic total of £9,000 was 
raised to support Chifubu High School; 
Zambian link (Elgar); WWF (Brunel); Stop 
the Traffik (Keller); The Therapeutic Garden 
(Bronte); Cancer Research (Hodgkin) and 
Rays of Sunshine (Priestley).

We hope that we will be able to raise as 
much again for our chosen charities this 
year!   

SIXTH FORM CHARITY EFFORT
Miss Lucy Johnson
Director of Sixth Form

Other charity efforts this term from our 
amazing Sixth Form include Y13s Nadia 

Moysey (Elgar) and Jordan Pockett (Keller) 
who on 24 October ran 13 miles into school, 
starting at Gloucester Rugby stadium. They 
raised £250 for Cancer Research.

On 21st November, the whole Sixth Form 
wore their pyjamas to school for the day 
and raised £115 in aid of Typhoon Haiyan 
Appeal.  

13 Mile Run 

T ewkesbur y School students are 
renowned for their generosity and this 

term many students have been involved in 
several community projects.

Mrs Fowler, Community Co-ordinator 
along with Ms Sirrell and our Community 
Students have been very busy visiting some 
of the town’s elderly residents in the local 
sheltered housing.  So far they have enjoyed 
visiting Home Abbey House, Graham Court, 
Barton Court and Ashchurch View, to name 
but a few. 

The small group of students serve wonderful 
home-baked cakes and tea to the residents 
and enjoy keeping them company. The 
elderly residents are thrilled to receive these 
visits which help to foster relationships and 
develop an important link between two 
generations of our town.  

The residents at Barton Court were keen to 
know more about life at Tewkesbury School 
so early in October they visited us for the 
morning. They enjoyed a guided tour of the 
school followed by tea and cake and were 
presented a hamper of delicious goodies.  

The Tewkesbury School Community Group 
is involved in visiting Tewkesbury VIPs, a 
new social club for visually impaired people 
in Tewkesbury.  Christopher Chapman, 
Volunteer Organiser of the group said, “The 
students were extremely co-operative and 
soon integrated with our elderly members. 
They really made a difference!  It was so 
good to have Tewkesbury School involved 
as the students added a valuable extra 
dimension to the meeting.”

The Abbey Café ‘Touching Souls’ is also 
manned on a rotation and one Wednesday 
every month it is the responsibility of 
Tewkesbury School Community students 
to run the café. Students make the food, 
serve it at the café and do all the clearing 
and washing up. This provides an excellent 
opportunity for students to become fully 
involved in the whole process of running a 
catering business as they learn a variety of 
skills including hygiene, customer relations 
and sales.

We are really proud of what has been 
achieved so far this term and look forward 
to making lots more community visits in 
2014.   

Ms Andree Willoughby
Assistant Headteacher

GENERATIONS BRIDGED WITH 
COMMUNITY EVENTS

Did you always want to be a teacher? 
For a long time I wanted to be a teacher, 
although I was not sure whether I wanted 
to be an English teacher or a geography 
teacher.  I always did really well in 
geography but ultimately, books and 
reading are my real passions and I wanted to 
share my love of English with others.

Tell us about your own school days.
I went to Severn Vale School and when I 
joined Year 7 I was a bit scared as I was the 
only student from my primary school to go 
there.  However, my tutor group was lovely, 
as were the teachers and I always found 
lessons to be very enjoyable.  My favourite 
teacher was my A level English teacher. 
She was a very mature lady, but really 
honest and commanded great respect.  
My least favourite teacher was the one 
who caught me reading American Psycho 
when I was in Year 9 and who, after that, 
always looked at me in a really strange way.

Have you ever found teaching to be 
hard?
Of course!  It can be very hard but it is 
extremely rewarding too!  I found my 
training year difficult because I hadn’t 
realised exactly how much work I would 

TEACHER PROFILE: MR BEARD
Jazmine Parrott & Sophie Hale
Bronte & Brunel

have to do as a teacher.  At times I asked 
myself if I could do it, but I persevered and I 
am really glad that I did. 

What is your favourite film or TV 
show?
One of my favourite shows is Walking Dead 
which is a TV series based on the graphic 
novels by Robert Kirkman. I love graphic 
novels.  This series is quite nerdy, but I am 
proud to be a nerd!  I also enjoy reading the 
books in the Shadows of the Apt series by 
Adrian Tchaikovsky. The stories are quite 
ugly, but I would love to discuss them with 
anyone else who has read them and is 
similarly hooked.

I also like to watch cartoons such as Sponge 
Bob and Ben 10 and I think this reflects the 
fact that, deep down,  I really don’t want to 
grow up.  Tim Burton is one of my favourite 
directors, probably because his work appeals 
to my darker side – I was totally freaked out 
by Coraline. Rise of the Guardians is also a 
film that I watch over and over again.

Christmas is coming – is that your 
favourite time of the year?
The winter holidays are great and I am 
looking forward to the rest and socialising 
that they bring, but I actually prefer the 
Easter holidays when spring is on its way 
and we can enjoy the lighter evenings and 
warmer weather.  

Thank you to Mr Beard for being interviewed 
for Kudos. If you would like to interview 
a teacher for the next edition please see 
Ms de Glanville or Mrs Woodward.

Fundraising Pyjama Day

Photo by Chandler Tilling, Brunel

‘Tewkesbury 
School students 
are renowned for 
their generosity...’
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We have held a host of events over 
the recent weeks to raise money 

for our chosen charity WaterAid.  Both 
students and staff are taking part in a 
Rowathon during the last week of term. 
The challenge was set to row the distance 
of 10,000 metres as a team. This is the 
average distance a woman walks in Africa 

BRONTE HOUSE FUNDRAISING
Mr Paul Warren
Head of Bronte House

Keller House has raised over £1,400 
for Sue Ryder’s Leckhampton House 

Hospice as part of the school’s charitable 
challenge.

Keller student, Olivia Stewart, Year 8, was 
the first pupil to respond to the fundraising 
challenge to raise money for Sue Ryder.  
Olivia was very aware of the important 
work carried out by Sue Ryder which 
provides care for people with incurable 
illness because her Dad volunteers in the 
Tewkesbury Sue Ryder shop.  Her novel 
idea of raising money involved walking 
around school all day with jelly in her 
wellies while being sponsored by family, 
friends and teachers netted almost £70 for 
the charity.  

This great effort from Olivia was matched 
by Sixth Form Keller students who packed 
bags in Morrison’s, Tewkesbury, and within 
four hours had added a further £485 to 
the total raised.  This was boosted the very 
same evening by a penalty shoot-out on 
the school’s all weather pitch led by Keller’s 
Head of House, Mr Myers.  A number of 
students from Years 7 and 8 organised by 
Mr Steve Hill of Tewkesbury Colt’s Under 
15s shot penalties against Mr Myers and 
Sixth Former Dan Johns who is the school’s 
1st XI   goalkeeper adding £120 to the total 
raised that night. Mr Myers commented 
that he was ‘very proud of all the students 
who raised funds at this stage and that 
the generosity of shoppers in Morrisons 
and enthusiasm of parents who attended 
the penalty shoot-out with their children 
was fantastic.’ 

Ms Conn organised a dis- glow in 

KELLER KEEPS UP FUND RAISING MOMENTUM 
FOR CHARITABLE CHALLENGE
Ms Claire Conn
Keller

November which proved to be popular 
with Year 7 and 8 students who danced 
and glowed to music chosen by DJ Peachy 
and Year 8 student Matt Woodhouse.  
The glow theme of the disco was a hit 
and students looked brilliant with glow 
face paint, glow bands and glow sticks.  
The success of the dis-glow was such that 
by popular demand there will be another 
charitable and themed disco held in 
February next year.

Further fundraising also took place in Tesco 
Metro, Tewkesbury where Keller students 
also packed bag packs and collected 
money for Sue Ryder and, with Christmas 
around the corner, Tess Ashemead and 
Ella Fisher have designed and sold 

beautiful earrings which will make perfect 
Christmas gifts.  The two girls are also 
talented bakers and their cake sales and 
sales of jewellery have made a significant 
addition to the fundraising effort.

Keller House students have much more in 
store to help them achieve their £2,000 
target for Sue Ryder.  Two fantastic 
sporting gifts are being raffled with 
chances to win tickets to see Worcester 
Warriors Rugby Club and Worcestershire 
County Cricket Club.  The raffles will be 
drawn 20th December and no doubt the 
winners will be delighted with their prize 
for either special sporting event.

Keep up the good work Keller students!   

Fundraising penalty Shoot-out

Sixth-Form students raisings funds at Morrisons, Tewkesbury

BRONTE
£517.84
Wateraid

BRUNEL
£418.29

Macmillan Cancer Care

ELGAR
£417.29

Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal

HODGKIN
 £570.08

Save the Children

KELLER
£1,489.68

Sue Ryder Care, 
Leckhampton 
Court Hospice

PRIESTLEY
£417.29

Chifubu School, Zambia

Well done to all Keller House 
students and staff for leading 
the way with a fantastic 
amount raised so far.   

CHARITY TOTALS

total amount 
raised so far:
£3830.47

every day to fetch water for her family. 

The annual Bronte Charity Walk/Run 
around the school organised by Mr George 
is also taking part in the last week of the 
Autumn term. As always Mr George sets 
students the challenge of completing more 
laps than him in a faster time! All students 

in Bronte House were encouraged to take 
part and pay an entrance fee of a £1.00 to 
participate.

Looking ahead to the Spring Term we are 
currently in the process of organising a 
Bell Boat race to be held at Croft Farm, 
Tewkesbury.   
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The project is well underway and has so far 
included a `Peer Education` experience 
in which over 40 of our students visited 
Tirlebrook School and taught their Year 
5 and 6 students what they had learnt 
about Dementia.

With the help of  Miss Fowler,  our 
Community Link worker, we have also 
visited Tewkesbury Day Centre, Marina 
Court and Ashchurch View. During these 
visits we have had an opportunity to speak 
to dementia suffers, their carers and their 
families, which has helped us to understand 
the condition more fully and help to break 
down barriers by responding positively to 
members of our elderly community with 
whom we do not get much opportunity to 
engage.

The project is set to continue until the end 
of our Summer Term and it is hoped that 
we will do more care home visits and 
peer education sessions in more of our 
partner primaries.   

At the start of September our Year 8 
students (232 in total) began a very 

important, year-long project as part of 
their PSHE (Personal, Social and Health 
Education) programme. 

You may be aware of the Prime Minister’s 
Challenge on Dementia which was launched 
in 2012 and sets out the vision for dementia 
care and research for the next three years.  

We know that we live amongst an ageing 
population and that the number of people 
suffering with dementia is set to increase 
significantly in the future.  Many children may 
have experienced living with a relative with 
dementia or have family and friends who care 
for someone with dementia.  Given that there 
are now 800,000 people with dementia in the 
UK it is important for our knowledge around 
dementia to increase.

YEAR 8 DEMENTIA AWARENESS PROJECT
Mrs Rachel Done
Hodgkin

She feels trapped,
Everything that happened this morning 
is forgotten now,
Her life is revolving around one person,
One person has affected her life,
Both their lives have been torn,
She is accepting her illness,
But she is sinking,
Further and further down hill,
The sufferers personality changes each and everyday,
The carer has commitments to stay there all the way,
Sometimes she doesn’t recognize her family,
And it winds them around the bend,
Everything that’s happened this morning 
is forgotten now,
And it fell down memory lane.

MEMORY LANE
Chloe Jennings
Bronte

A t 11 a.m.  on Monday 11th November 
2013 Tewkesbury School staff and students 

stood silent to pay their respects on Remembrance 
Day. 

At the end of school break, crowds of students 
proudly wearing their poppies gathered outside in 
the playground. The ceremony was opened by a 
poignant performance of the Last Post followed by 
the 2 minute silence. After the silence, the drum corps 
played and the cadets marched along the Ashchurch 
Road, ending at the tree planted in memory of 
former student Matthew Stuart who was killed on his 
18th Birthday whilst serving in the Navy during the 
Falklands Conflict.  

The students who are in the forces cadets or Scout 
Movement attend school in their uniforms for the 
day, this has now been tradition at school for the 
past 6 years. Mr Watson thanked and praised our 
cadets who were a real credit to themselves and to 
the school.   

TEWKESBURY SCHOOL 
FALLS SILENT
Mrs Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

The Pr ime Minister ’s  Chal lenge on 
Dementia sets out to overturn many of 
the misconceptions about dementia and 
is working towards the development 
of  dementia fr iendly communities. 
Two themes run through the Prime 
Minister’s Challenge; understanding that 
dementia is not a normal part of ageing and 
challenging the assumption that there 
is nothing we can do to improve the lives of 
those living with dementia.

Educating the next generation
Key to developing dementia friendly 
communities is an increased awareness 
about the impact of dementia both on those 
living with the condition and those who care 
for them.  

To help us fully understand this condition 
we invited lots of different visitors into the 
school from various agencies such as the 
NHS Managing Memories Together Team, 
British Telecom’s Assistive Technology 
Department, The Alzheimer’s  Association 
and probably the most enlightening -  
Bernard and Joan Clifford both in their 80’s:  
Joan has Dementia and Bernard is her carer.

GOING FOR GOLD IN NORTH WALES
Mrs Isobel Tustin
Priestley

The gold expedition training builds on the 
skills learnt at Bronze and Silver levels, 

but since the assessment has to be in wild, 
remote country the training has to reflect 
this so a greater degree of self-sufficiency 
is needed.  Challenges included:  Cooking 
breakfast when the heavy rain splatters 
the fat and sets it on fire together with the 
bacon you have been carefully frying so 
carefully; considering how would you deal 
with a first aid emergency if a member of 
your team fell in the mountains -  help could 
be hours away; navigating a path around 
and over the many stone walls that obstruct 
the route.  

Bronzed in the Summer Sun
With their provisions all packed into their 
rucksacks the 52 Bronze Award participants 
who were divided between 9 assessment 

groups were ready for their adventure. They 
had planned and submitted their expedition 
routes over the previous months and were 
therefore well prepared for their task. The 
weather conditions in which they had 
trained in the months leading up to the 
assessment had varied from snow to heavy 
rain, so they really had been put through 
their paces. It now looked like they would 
face their biggest challenge:  two days of 
sweltering heat and over-grown footpaths 
took its toll on each participant in different 
ways. Lillie found that jumping off a stile 
with a full rucksack wasn’t a good plan!  
Many were scratched and stung by nettles 
but a sense of team and grit meant that the 
students encouraged each other and battled 
on to the end.

Back at base students’ presentations 
reflected the challenge and determination 
that each individual needed to have to 
make their group’s assessment a success. 
Congratulations to all!

Recent Award Winners:
Congratulations go to the following 

students who have completed their Bronze 
Awards this term. They have been presented 
with their Award Ties and 30 house points:
Simon Walker, Susana Croft, Rebecca 
Smith, Chris Burden, George Sheppard, 
Isabel Compton, Georgina Sayers, Jonathan  
Burden, Natalie Minter, Jenna Roberts, Max 
Theyer, Robyn Davies, George Sklenar, Sam 
Price, Jade Rothman, Joseph Hall, Louis 
Davis, Laura Rowe, Lauren Smith, Georgia 
Baker, Ellie Smith.
Lauren Haynes has completed her Silver 
Award.

Becoming a DLC
This has been a busy term for the D of E 
team; not only have we been training our 
students, but we have been training new 
assessors.  We are no longer assessed 
under the banner of Gloucestershire County 
Council, but our own licenced centre (DLC). 
Mr Steele has undertaken training to be the 
Units Award Verifier- in other words he has 
the final say as to whether a participant 
has met the conditions of The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, once all their evidence 
has been submitted.   
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‘I feel that 
Tewkesbury School 
helped me to achieve 
the results I needed 
to get into one of the 
best universities for 
Maths in the UK. ’ 

MOVING ON TO UNIVERSITY
Mrs Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

We were pleased to interview Daniel 
Mumford (Priestley), 18, about his time 
as a student at Tewkesbury School.  In the 
summer of 2013 he completed his A levels 
at the Sixth Form and is now at University.

Dan says “At first University can seem 
terrifying but I can honestly say it was the 
best decision I ever made. The people here 
are really friendly and the atmosphere is 
incredible. The work is hard and, depending 
on what degree you take, you will spend the 
majority of the week in lectures but, hey, at 
least you’re getting your money’s worth!

I thought I would spend my life at Uni, 
stuck in my room, working 24/7, with no 
time for social life. This is far from the truth 
as you will have fun, you will go out and 
you will most certainly make friends. Yes, 
the work is important but so are the social 
and independent skills you will gain. The 
only problem I am finding at the moment 
is maintaining a healthy balance.

University also offers so much help whether 
you are job hunting or just looking for 
something to do in your spare time, they 
always have something for you. I have 
been to so many clubs and societies such 
as ultimate Frisbee, I have lost count.  I have 
also taken part in a few charity events such 
as a cross country relay that was also open 
to the general public and a ‘Zombie Hunt’ 
which I can honestly say was the most fun 
I have ever had.

I feel that Tewkesbury School helped me 
to achieve the results I needed to get into 
one of the best universities for Maths in the 
UK.   My advice to younger students would 
be to not feel that you are restricted by the 
subjects you take at GCSE when choosing 
your A-level subjects.  It wasn’t until early 
in Year 11 that I gained a strong interest in 
Mathematics.  The most important advice 
that I can give is to choose subjects that you 
enjoy.

Tewkesbury School has a great support 
network to help you decide what 
universities to apply for; you will not be 
doing it on your own.”

We wish Dan continued success in his 
studies and chosen career path.  

At GCSE Dan achieved Mathematics (A*), 
Core Science (A*), Additional Science (A*), 
English Language (A), English Literature 
(A), Graphics (A*), German (A*), Media 
(A), I.C.T (A*) and R.S. (B).  He then 
went on to A Levels in Mathematics (A*), 
Further Mathematics (A*), Physics (A) and 
Chemistry (A*). 

Whilst in the Sixth Form he applied to 
the University of Warwick, University of 
Bath, University of Exeter and University of 
Southampton.  In the end he chose to study 
at University of Warwick, which is one of the 
leading Universities for Maths in the UK.

At first it felt strange having a longer 
school day with a shorter lunchtime and 
lots of moving around from classroom to 
classroom, but we soon go used to it. There 
are loads of clubs to choose from and we 
have tried to take part in some of these at 
the end of the school day. We can definitely 
say that the teachers have been really 
welcoming and supportive in every lesson 
and we are really looking forward to the 
rest of our time Tewkesbury School. Thanks 
to everyone for helping us to make such a 
happy start.  

STARTING YEAR 7
Evie Stewart-Davis & Hannah Sayers
Elgar & Priestley

‘The vertical 
tutoring system 
means that we 
have quickly got 
to know students 
from other year 
groups’

In September 2013 we joined Tewkesbury 
School and we are thoroughly enjoying it! 

So far we have met many new teachers and 
friends and are finding everything exciting.  
At first we got a bit lost navigating around 
the whole school but we learnt very quickly 
and there are lots of friendly older students 
on hand to ask if we needed to be shown 
the way! The vertical tutoring system means 
that we have quickly got to know students 
from other year groups and this has been a 
good way to quickly feel part of the school. 
Each week we have 4 English lessons, 3 PE 
sessions, 4 maths lessons and lots of other 
lessons as well – all delivered by specialist 
teachers.  At first it was strange having so 
many teachers after seven years of having 
just one or two at primary school, but we 
were ready for a change and have adapted 
quickly.  It’s great that each teacher has a 
different style of teaching, but there are 
also lots of things in common; for example, 
when we are given feedback on our work 
all teachers tell us WWW (What Went Well) 
and HTI (How To Improve) so that we can 
make lots of progress.

itself decorated seasonally, currently sporting 
Christmas tinsel, and the walls of the Sixth 
Form art rooms are graced with not only 
incredible artwork, but also the beautiful 
faces of the art class, snapped at their worst. 
The abundance of social, sporting, dramatic 
and musical events showcase the talents of 
all Sixth Formers, and succeed in bring us 
closer as one unit. Head Boy, Sam Blenkin 
and Head Girl, Bethan Walters, along with 
the Sixth Form Student Council, excel in 
contributing ideas to improve Sixth Form life, 
although we were devastated to learn that 
‘trampoline floors’  had been rejected. It is true 
that we are all working very hard, many both 
at school and in part-time jobs, limiting time 
for the fun stuff, but my biggest surprise was 
how much we rely on our friends to help us 
through the blood, sweat and tears. In Year 
13, we all are bound by the experiences that 
we share, both in the past and those we have 
yet to go through, and it is a comfort to know 
that about 100 other people are undergoing 
the same as you, especially at such a nerve-
wracking stage.

To any Year 12 pupils reading this – you have 

SIXTH FORM: LIFE AT THE TOP
Mary Kate O’Neil
Hodgkin

The pressure is mounting for Tewkesbury 
School’s Year 13 students as they complete 

the final steps of the UCAS process in a bid to 
secure a place at university. The build-up to 
January’s deadline is often a stressful time 
for Sixth Formers, as they try to answer big 
questions about their futures whilst keeping 
their feet firmly on the ground in terms of 
studying. But, as in true Tewkesbury style, our 
Year 13s have united to ensure their last year 
won’t be one to forget. 

As a Year 13 pupil myself, I have reaped the 
benefits of being a member of the Sixth 
Form: I get to choose what I wear in the 
mornings, enjoy the occasional relaxed free 
period and the sense of camaraderie (which 
admittedly I had expected to vanish early on 
in Year 12) has fortunately stuck around - I 
realised with amusement the other day that 
my current best friends weren’t even aware 
of my existence when we were in Year 8. In 
Sixth Form, we love any excuse not to wear 
our usual business dress - pyjama day, 
Smart-and-Silly-fancy-dress-day, tacky-
Christmas-jumper day - all in the name of 
charity, of course. The common room sees 

the joy of your final year to look forward to. 
Try to put the hard work in now; I assure you, 
as someone who has been there, done that, 
got the disappointed t-shirt, doing as best 
you can at AS level makes a huge difference 
in Year 13. To my fellow last-years - I too am 
bored of filling out forms and amending my 
personal statement, but persevere, and we’ll 
all get there.  

‘...in true Tewkesbury 
style, our Year 13s 
have united to ensure 
their last year won’t 
be one to forget.. ’ 



HALL OF FAME

Huge congratulations to the following 
students on their successes and 

achievement outside of school:

Joshua Sheppard, Year 8 (Elgar) has 
been signed for Cheltenham Town FC U13 
Shadow Squad.

Morgan Monks, Year 8 (Priestley) 
In July, Morgan attended Worcestershire 
County Trials for Under 13 Rugby achieving 
the highest overall ranking of all 200 boys 
that attended. In September, Worcester 
Rugby Under 13s started training and 
Morgan has once again taken a prominent 
position in the team. Morgan has also 
earned a place in Worcester Warriors Elite 
Player Development Group Under 13s 
Squad. 

Scott Gibson, Year 12 (Elgar) was 
selected to represent England in the 
5 Nations Tournament for Taekwondo.  
The tournament took place on 24 November. 
He captained the squad which went on 
to win.  He now hopes to be selected for 
the World Championships. Scott has been 
participating in martial arts since the age of 4!

Our squash stars have had continued 
success.  In September, Ella Whelan Year 
8 (Bronte) won the GU13 County squash 
championships in a close fought final 
winning 14/12 in the fifth, this is especially 
great for Ella as this is her first title.  Amber 
Peacey, Year 11 (Elgar) won the GU17 
3-1 and James Musto Year 8, (Brunel) 
won the BU15 title. In September Amber 
also won the Liverpool Open Junior Squash 
Tournament with Beth Parker, Year 12 
(Priestley) as runner up. 

Steven Spiers Year 11, (Elgar) is 
a fantastic golfer and has ambitions to 
become a pro.  Over the last 2 years he 
has taken part in the county finals against 
adults.  During the summer he finished 29th 
in the whole of Gloucestershire. 

Ella Kelsey, Year 10 (Keller) has been 
crowned Over 12s West-Midlands regional 
champion for Level 4 Gymnastics

Samuel Peters, Year 8 (Brunel) and 
Patrick Kavanagh-Shields, Year 8 
(Hodgkin) have both been selected for 
the Cheltenham District U13 Football squad.

Year 11 students Archie Done (Keller), 
Cameron Neath-Sanders (Brunel) 
and Daniel Bailey (Brunel) have all 
been selected for the Cheltenham District 
U16 Rugby squad.

CHELTENHAM FASHION WEEK
Mrs Tamsin Cummins
Brunel

We were thrilled once again to present 
our textiles students’ work in the 

Student Education Show at Cheltenham 
Fashion Week 2013.  

After some stiff competition this year, 
the very talented Edita Kelsey of Year 12 
(Keller) won the secondary school and A 
level section with her Year 11 GCSE piece 
‘The Robot Dress’.   The competition was 
judged by a host of celebrity designers 
including George Davis of Per Una and 
George at Asda.

Edie, who gained an A* in her Textiles 
GCSE said, “It felt so good to know that my 
work was recognised and I feel like I have 
really achieved something.  George Davis 
said that my work was very original and 
that I was extremely talented; he would 
like to see me in a few years time!

Mrs  Cummins,  Head of  Tex t i les  sa id 
“I am totally thrilled that the school 
has won the Cheltenham Fashion Week 
Competition for a second year. The show 
was excellent.  Edie worked incredibly hard 
on her portfolio and design; she is a well-
deserved winner.”  

Award.  Levana, a member of Gloucester 
Swimming Club, said: “I am so happy, I 
never thought I’d win. It came as a real 
shock. I don’t know what’s next, I’m just 
going to keep training as hard as I can.”  She 
has also recently been very busy competing 
in The National Open Short Course 
Swimming Championships, achieving five 
personal bests and qualifying for six races.  
Levana remains ‘one to watch’ in the years 
ahead, she has immense talent coupled 
with a dogged determination and pleasant 
demeanour. 

Harry Morris, Year 9, (Hodgkin)  a 
very entrepreneurial Harry, with the help 
of his dad and grandpa, had grown 350 

pumpkins from seed and managed to 
sell all 350 raising £500 to help fund his 
participation in the school sports tour to 
South Africa in 2014. 

Jessica Blakemore, Year 8, (Brunel) 
and William Blenkin Year 11, 
(Bronte) who are elite gymnasts at 
Checkers Gymnast Club in Gloucester.  They 
compete in many regional and national 
competitions each year with William 
recently coming second in Great Britain and 
Jessica fourth. In 2014, both will be entered 
into an international age category and as 
such have been selected to enter the ‘Turin 
Cup’ held in July 2014 in Italy. We wish them 
lots of luck!  

Thea Griffiths, Year 12 (Bronte) has 
been selected along with 9 other 
Gloucestershire cadets to become one 
of Dame Janet Trotter’s, Lord-Lieutenant 
for  G loucestershi re’s  Cadets  for 
2013/2014.  Leading Cadet Thea Griffiths 
is a member of Tewkesbury Sea Cadets and 
took part in the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
River Pageant.  Thea is also a keen participant 
in the Roses Theatre Youth Group.

In November, Levana Hanson, Year 8, 
(Elgar) won the Gloucestershire Echo’s 
Disability Sports Performer of the Year 

In rowing, Abbie Partridge, Year 
10 (Bronte) won two gold medals at 
Gloucester Long Distance Head Regatta on 
Sunday 3rd November. In the morning in a 
double scull she won the women’s novice 
event and in the afternoon she went on 
to win the J15 single scull event.   Chris 
Crawford, Year 12 (Hodgkin) and 
David Neather, Year 11 (Keller) came 
joint first with Hartpury College in the men’s 
open novice event.  Jenna Roberts, Year 
11 (Priestley) and Robyn Davies, 
Year 12 (Priestley) came second in the 
women’s J18 double scull event in a very 
high class field only behind the winners 
from Ely by 12 seconds.
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‘My top tip, if you 
do an exchange, 
is to just be 
positive, polite 
and enthusiastic. ’ 

SPANISH EXCHANGE TRIP
Taya Jones
Brunel

On Tuesday, the 15th of October 2013, 
13 students from Tewkesbury School 

took part in the annual Spanish exchange; 
and I was one of them. Before leaving, most 
of my friends were asking me things like: 

destination of Utrera, a typically Andalucian 
town near Seville, after 10 hours of 
travelling, I finally met my exchange and her 
family. I had been talking with her for over a 
month before we went so it made meeting 
her so much easier, it felt like I already 
knew her. I got on so well with her and her 
family.  My top tip, if you do an exchange, 
is to just be positive, polite and enthusiastic. 
Whilst we were in Spain we visited many 
different places such as a bull farm, a 
sherry bodega and the beautiful town of 
Ronda. It was wonderful to get a flavour of 
a different culture and experience different 
archi tec ture.   My favour i te  bui ld ings 
included the ‘Torre del Oro Sevillla’ (Seville’s 
Tower of Gold) and Seville’s Bullring. As well 
as these interesting group visits, we also got 
to do things separately with our exchange 
partners. I went shopping and also went to 
a party. There was so much packed in to one 
week, and I don’t regret a minute of it.  I can’t 
wait till my exchange comes to England in 
April.  If you get the opportunity to go on 
the exchange I really recommend that you 
take it.  You won’t forget it!  I now have 
a friend in Spain and her family has invited 
me to go and stay with them again in July 
for a holiday.    

“Aren’t you scared?” and “What if you don’t 
get along - wouldn’t that be awkward?” But 
like most of the people who were also going 
on the exchange, I had already been talking 
to my exchange via Whatsapp.  This contact 
beforehand meant that I wasn’t scared so 
that allowed me to have fun and learn 
more Spanish.  I didn’t think I was going 
to enjoy the travelling part of the trip, but 
the group of students we went with meant 
that it couldn’t have been any better.  I got 
to know everyone in the group and we all 
gelled really well. When we arrived at our 

TEWKESBURY CHALLENGE AWARD
Mrs Rachel Done
Hodgkin

Here at Tewkesbury School our quest for 
excellence extends beyond the walls 

of the classroom and we encourage our 
students to develop other facets of their lives 
which is why, at the start of Year 7, students 
are enrolled on the Tewkesbury Challenge 
Award Programme. 

This award is divided into three categories 
of SELF, COMMUNITY and SCHOOL. 
The challenge is to complete tasks that 
will encourage participation, personal 
growth and citizenship and the award runs 
throughout their KS3 school experience 
with lots of support and help from PSHE 
staff and tutors. Examples of challenge tasks 
include:

 Attend an after school activity for a 
 whole term (Self)

 Give a formal presentation to an 
 audience (School)

 Join a community project or represent 
 the local community in a sports team or 
 cultural capacity. (Community)

Each challenge needs to be evidenced, but 
once achieved can be signed off and the 
next challenge set and worked towards.  
Students are rewarded for the number and 
breadth of challenges that they complete.

3 challenges from each section 
=  Bronze Award

4 challenges from each section 
=  Silver Award

5 challenges from each section 
=  Gold Award

When the student has completed an 
award, this is recorded and their success 
is celebrated in a whole year assembly 
at the end of the year. The student will be 
presented with a badge (Bronze, Silver or 
Gold) to wear on their blazer, a certificate is 
presented and they receive a gift voucher of 
£5, £10 or £15 to spend as they wish.

Last year was the first year of the challenge 
and 28 Year 7s achieved a Bronze Award.  
Two students, Lauren Beckett and Amy 
Galpin achieved a Silver Award. We are 
looking forward to celebrating even more 
awards this year so if you haven’t already 
done so, now is the time to take up the 
Tewkesbury Challenge!
Good Luck!  

My day started at 
8.30 am when 

we first arrived at GE 
Aviation in Bishops 
Cleeve as part of the 
‘Take Your Child to Work 
Initiative’. My uncle 
Scott and I walked 

over to the main building where my tour 
began.  There were seven children involved 
from across schools in Gloucestershire. We 
looked around most of the buildings and the 
guides explained what processes happened 
in each one. 

Following the tour, we had two hours of 
work shadowing with our relatives. It was 
really interesting because my Uncle showed 
me areas of work I never even knew existed. 
We all met up for lunch in the main canteen, 

which was really yummy!

After lunch, I was lucky enough to be 
able to fly the flight simulator and even 
managed to land the plane.  Then it was 
another two hours of work shadowing 
during which I sat in on a meeting with 
Saab. It was really eye-opening to see a 
business in action and how GE negotiated 
and agreed their plans with Saab - we 
were introduced as ‘the future of GE’.

Penultimately, all of the other children 
and I went off to complete a buying and 
selling challenge in another part of the 
campus. Finally, we all met back in the 
main building to receive certificates and 
gift bags. Overall, it was a great experience 
and maybe one day I will look at pursuing 
a career at GE. 

‘TAKING OFF’ FOR WORK EXPERIENCE 
AT GE AVIATION
Evie Stewart-Davis
Elgar

 ‘Focus on 
your future’

If you still need any advice or guidance, then please see one of the Sixth Form Team

Photo by Chandler Tilling, Brunel



England’s educational system continues 
to change at breakneck speed, with 

fresh decrees arriving at regular intervals. 
Those of you with children in Year 11 may 
have wondered how Tewkesbury School 
was going to react to new rules stating 
that only a student’s first attempt at a GCSE 
was going to count on official performance 
tables, given that we had only just decided 
to give them more than one go at their 
English exam this year. Well, the answer to 
that was that we continued with our plan 
because we felt it was in the best interests 
of the students - that grade being the key 
to a successful next step in their lives.  In 
simple terms, what we have chosen to do 
is to make our decision in the best interests 
of our students knowing that our position 
in school performance league tables may 
suffer as a result.

However, not all schools made the same 
decision and there were many that 
decided to pull students from early entry 
exams on the basis that their best chance 
of getting a higher grade for the school 
would be one entry in the summer – the 
intended outcome as far as politicians were 
concerned. I am not attempting to take 
the moral high ground and would never 
criticise anybody that went down that route, 
but it does highlight the importance of 
accountability measures and how they can 
have consequences that aren’t necessarily 
always helpful. 

Therefore, it is with some trepidation that 
we look at the new performance measures 
to be implemented over the next couple 
of years, which will impact on our current 
Year 9 students just about to go through 
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the options process.  From 2016 schools will 
be judged on how well students perform in 
their ‘Best 8’ subjects.  The focus for schools 
is likely to change as a consequence.

EDUCATION MATTERS
Mr Andy Steele
Deputy Headteacher

‘there will be 
a much greater 
focus on success 
in all of a student’s 
subjects rather
than a very heavy 
bias towards Maths 
and English. ’

We have our first 2 Accelerated Reader 
Millionaires

Once again Year 7 are rising to the challenges 
of the Accelerated Reading programme and 
this year’s cohort already look set to beat 
the record set last year by the current Year 
8. After an initial reading assessment early 
in September, the programme recommends 
a variety of titles and genres that will be 
accessible to the reader. Once the book 
has been finished, the reader takes a quiz 
and points are scored, taking in to account 
the length and difficulty of the book for 
the reader. An on-going tally is kept of the 
number of words that each reader reads and 
word millionaires are fêted.

Well done to Year 7s Max Dibble (Brunel) 
who has read 1,038,447 words and Ben 
Pretty (Brunel) who has read 1,035,799 
words so far this term - our first millionaires!
Max has taken a total of 23 quizzes since 
starting the scheme on the 16th September. 
Max reads across many genres including 
fantasy, adventure, comedy and action 
covering a broad reading range of reading 
material.

His favourite series is the well known 
series Percy Jackson Olympians Series 
written by Rick Riordan. These books fall 
into the fantasy/adventure genre and 

ACCELERATED READER MILLIONARES
Mrs Baird
School Librarian

‘An on-going tally is 
kept of the number 
of words that each 
reader reads and 
word millionaires 
are fêted.’

appeal to mostly boys who like some greek 
mythology thrown in! He has also read all of 
the Diary of a Wimpy Kid books and is also a 
fan of Harry Potter. Max spends much of his 
time at home unwinding with a good book!
Like Max, Ben’s favourite series is the same 
as his fellow Millionaire - The Percy Jackson 
Series! Ben absolutely loves these books 
and his favourite book is the ‘House of 
Hades’ which he has just finished. Ben has 
taken a total of 20 quizzes since starting the 
scheme and the Percy Jackson books have 
clearly sparked an interest for him in Greek 
Mythology. He has read many other books 
about this subject and is gathering lots of 
knowledge about the topic.

It is nice to see that Ben has also read the 
Last Dragon Chronicle Series by Chris 
D’Lacey and other books such as the Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas and the good old classic 
funny guy - Horrid Henry!    

In September the PE department 
welcomed 30 students from St Margaret 

Mary’s College, a school from Queensland, 
Australia.  The visitors were made up of 
an U16 netball team and U15 football 
team plus their teaching staff.  They 
stayed with host families in the area for 
two days which included visiting local 
tourist attractions and ending by playing 
Tewkesbury School girls in netball and 
football fixtures.  All involved thoroughly 
enjoyed the matches.   

NETBALL VISIT
Mr Dave Graham-Kevan
Elgar

One aspect is entirely welcome as far as 
we are concerned - there will be a much 
greater focus on success in all of a student’s 
subjects rather than a very heavy bias 
towards Maths and English.  This is fair and 
ensures that every grade matters. 

It is less clear what the impact will be of 
rules which dictate exactly which subjects 
count towards a “Best 8” measure. In effect, 
schools are being strongly pressured to 
direct students towards Humanities and 
Languages while downplaying the role of 
some other areas.  This is fine for many but 
not necessarily for all of our youngsters. As 
an Academy, the freedoms we have been 
given to manage our curriculum are being 
chipped away by the measures by which 
we will be judged by OFSTED and league 
tables. Clearly, we don’t exist in a vacuum 
and have to respond to the national agenda, 
but we need to find a balance that suits our 
young people and remains in their best 
interests.    

‘...the PE department 
welcomed 30 students 
from St Margaret Mary’s 
College, a school from 
Queensland, Australia.’


