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I am grateful to many local companies 
including Severn Vale Housing, Oberthur, 
Ecclesiastical Insurance, UCAS and Stagecoach 
for their support of the school. Sixth Form 
students have benefited from interviews with 
external employers and our Careers Week 
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‘the judgment 
is well-deserved 
recognition of the 
efforts of students 
and staff and the 
support of parents, 
governors and the 
wider community. ’ 

At long last, the efforts of the whole school 
community were rewarded by our recent 

visit from the inspectors which brought 
overdue recognition to the improvements 
made over the last three years. The inspection 
report has been emailed and is also available on 
our website. Whilst we have known for some 
time that we are a good school it is pleasing 
when that external validation finally arrives.  

We can now move on with confidence, stay 
true to our core principles and sail the waves 
of educational turbulence whilst paying more 
attention to the horizon and less heed to those 
monitoring our every step. The judgment 
is well-deserved recognition of the efforts 

of students and staff and the support of 
parents, governors and the wider community.

The next stage of our improvement journey 
has begun and we are already in the midst 
of a strategic review of where we need to 
take the school over the next five years.  
Your views on what you would like to 
see improve would be most welcome so 
please do feel free to send them in to the 
school or come and speak to us in person.  

Like many in the education sector, I remain 
frustrated that Ofsted overlook the significance 
of the wealth of opportunities on offer to your 
children beyond the classroom. Everything 
that we celebrate in KUDOS is considered 
insufficiently important by the government but 
is central to the development of well-rounded 
young people. My own most cherished 
memories of school days are of life beyond 
the classroom: the rugby and cricket tours; 
the camaraderie; the banter and the lasting 
friendships. The academic qualifications were 
necessary to help me pursue my dream of 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Mr G M Watson
Headteacher

becoming a teacher but it was the extras 
that made my school days so enjoyable.  
I trust you would agree that there is so much 
more to education than the accumulation 
of examination grades. I would urge you to 
read Mr Steele’s article on the back page for 
further reflections on what we believe matters.

It has been a short but action-packed term 
with many things to engage the students.  
The lower school production of ‘There’s a 
Leak!’ was a highlight for me with many 
outstanding performances. The Year 7 girls 
footballers have done incredibly well as have 
our Y9 rugby team and many of our senior 
rowers who, in association with AB Severn, 
have competed and won at a very high level.  
After traffic difficulties on their first day, our 
1st XV rugby team managed to make it to 
Cumbria and had a most enjoyable couple of 
days on the first rugby tour for a few years.  

Our first photography competition, sponsored 
by ex-student and local photographer Jack 
Boskett, proved to be a resounding success 
with some quite superb entries. Earlier 
this term students visited the Imperial War 
Museum and we welcomed back our Spanish 
friends on the reciprocal exchange visit.

proved to be a great success too. Further 
enhancing our links with Gloucestershire 
business is certainly something that will 
feature heavily in our strategic developments 
and any contacts are most welcome.

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. 

Graded

GOOD
BY OFSTED



2 3tewkesbury school.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values Communitytewkesbury school.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values Community

Girls Get set is a scheme run by Ge 
aviation that aims to encourage 

more women to take up careers in 
science, technology, engineering 
and maths.  tewkesbury school has 
been a part of the project for several 
years and during that time at least 
80 girls have benefitted from the 
partnership.

read on for Georgina Hiorns’ account 
of a recent Girls Get set project that 
involved some of our brightest y7 
female scientists.

It was with great excitement that we boarded 
the coach to go to Crypt School – the location 
for our first Girls Get Set session.  When we 
arrived we were put into mixed school groups 
and I was put into a group with another Y7 
Tewkesbury School student and 2 girls from 
Cleeve.

Our first challenge was a warm up activity 
to get us bonding and working together – it 
was a fun Christmas quiz and I noticed that 
the best team were always conferring their 
answers. Communication is so important 
when working in a team!

After the quiz we were given our main 
task. The challenge was to build a balloon-
powered Christmas car that would travel 
across some string. However, it wasn’t just 
a case of cracking on with building of the 
car – there was a lot of preparation to do 
beforehand. In the first part of the task we 
had to make a 2 dimensional design of our 
car on paper – it was interesting to see how 
every group had a different interpretation. My 
group made Santa riding on Rudolph, while 
other groups designed festive minions, and 
even a hotdog-shaped rocket! 

Following the design stage of our rocket-cars, 
we had to pitch our car blue-prints along 
with an advert that we made. My friend 
and I presented our design whilst our Cleeve 
School team mates sang the advert. All the 

Georgina Hiorns, Year 7
bronte

GET SET GO!

groups took it in turn to present their product 
and it was great fun to see the ideas that had 
been generated.

Once the designs had been shared it was time 
to actually build the cars. There was a shop 
from where we had to buy all our materials, 
and we were only allowed to spend £8.00.  It 
was hard deciding whether we should use 
a toilet roll or a straw as the base of our jet. 
We then had to decide if we were to use long 
balloons or round ones.  It was even harder to 
choose to buy the right amount of materials 
on the budget we had. Our group did a 
time-lapse video of creating our Rudolph 
but unfortunately the balloon popped and 
all of our effort floated away!  When we had 
fully reconstructed our car we completed 
a test run. This allowed us to see how 
well our car was propelled and gave us 
the opportunity to consider making any 
necessary adaptations.

After lunch we put the finishing touches to 
our car before … race time!  The success of 
each rocket was measured by the distance it 
travelled along the string - the one that went 
the furthest was the winner! 

At the end of the day there was an award 
ceremony.  There were awards for best design, 
best teamwork and the fastest car.  Though 
my group didn’t win an award, we learnt a lot 
about the steps from design to manufacture 
when creating a new product and which 
materials would be best for our jet.  It was 
a Tewkesbury School team of students who 
took the prizes home though – Annabelle 
Lee was a member of the winning team!  It 
was a fantastic day and we were all really 
grateful for the opportunity to take part. This 
project will continue to run throughout this 
school year, as we are now taking part in a 
Robot Arm programming after-school club, 
which will lead to further competitions with 
other schools. The GE Aviation scheme runs 
for girls from years 7 through to 12, so next 
year I’m sure there will be a different set of 
challenges, with more difficult activities!  

‘Mental health 
awareness is 
a permanent 
fixture on our 
PsHe curriculum’ 

Students and staff all took part in the 
National Time to Change initiative on 

February 4th by holding a ‘Time to Talk’ week.

‘Time to Change’ is run by the charities 
MIND and Re-think Mental, and is part 
of a national campaign to end the stigma 
and discrimination that people with mental 
health problems face in England.

During the week, our Assistant Heads with 
pastoral responsibilities (Miss Willoughby 
and Mr Smith) presented whole-school 
assemblies to the students and staff. 
The assemblies highlighted the issues 
raised by the campaign such as respecting 
our differences, strategies to cope, helping 
and supporting others who may be in 
need a little help and advice about where 
students can go to access help if it’s needed. 
The assemblies were followed up in PSHE 
lessons with ‘Beyond Fed Up’ which helped 
students to recognise the signs of mental 
health illnesses, what they can do to look 
after their mental health and how to access 
support.

Mrs Done
PsHe

MAKING TIME TO TALK

The staff enjoyed a lovely cream tea event 
and had ‘Time to Talk’, which was just 
what the doctor ordered after the two day 
visit from the Ofsted inspectors! Staff were 
able to pick up useful literature and again, 
this helped them to recognise when they 
may need help and where to go if they 
needed to.

All in all, Tewkesbury School fully supports 
the ‘Time to Change’ campaign, with mental 
health awareness as a permanent fixture on 
our PSHE curriculum.

‘...the 
construction 
industry requires 
a variety of 
skills in its 
workforce... ’ 

Willmot Dixon, one of the UK’s leading 
construction companies is hard at 

work building a new leisure centre for 
the town. Work at the council offices site 
is progressing well and in mid-February 
a group of Year 9 students, accompanied 
by Mr Fallows, were lucky enough to visit 
the site. Alfie Calvert (Priestley) and Owen 
Rogers (Elgar) report:

It was a great opportunity for us to visit 
the construction site and learn about the 
various steps in constructing such a huge 
public building. On our tour we learned 
how the different stages of the project 
are sequenced and began to understand 
how stressful and frustrating it can be for 
builders if the tight schedule is not adhered 
to. With the employment of so many skilled 
workers there are huge financial sums at 
stake and delays with any one element of 
the build can have a negative impact on the 
funding and progress of the entire project. 

The explanations we received from the 
Willmot Dixon project manager were 
effective in helping us to realise that the 
construction industry not only requires 
a work-force with practical skills such as 
brick-laying and plumbing, but also needs 
engineers as well as people with great 
organisation skills to oversee the way the 
various elements of the project fit together. 
Though there were still lots of wires visible 
when we visited, we can happily claim that 
we were definitely the first members of the 
public to dance in the dance studio!  

LEISURE CENTRE CONSTRUCTION IS 
FAR FROM LEISURELY!
Alfie Calvert and Owen Rogers
Priestley and elgar

reMINder
new items of school uniform 
available from the end of April!

TRANSITION TO TEWKESBURY 
- A NEW LEARNING JOURNEY

year 5 exPlOratION WeeK
During the first week of March, 278 Year 5 
students from many of our partner primary 
schools visited Tewkesbury School to gain a 
first taste of secondary school life.  Bussed 
in from their primary schools and guided by 
our helpful and friendly Year 7s, the primary 
students experienced a variety of different 
lessons.  Each day, three different schools 
visited and the pupils moved around the 
site to their different classes in mixed-school 
groups, each supported by a primary teacher. 

Students attended French, Spanish, DT, 
ICT, Art, Humanities, Drama, PE and Maths 
lessons and got as much enjoyment out of 
the lessons as they did out of the delicious 
lunch in the school canteen! The primary 
students were a pleasure to work with: their 
lovely manners reflected well on their schools 
and families and their enthusiasm and effort 
was evident in every lesson.  Regardless 
of where these primary students decide to 
go for their secondary school education, 
I am sure that this experience of moving 
around a larger site to different lessons will 
have been supportive in making them feel 
confident about their next steps in when the 
time comes.  Of course, we hope that they 
will decide to join us at Tewkesbury School!

year 6 subject sessIONs
Our secondary school subject sessions have 
continued this term for Year 6 students who 
are transferring to Tewkesbury School in 
September. The oversubscribed sessions 
this term have included:  Maths in Space - 
dealing with unimaginably large numbers; 
Food tests in Science; Easter nests in cookery 
and an English speaking competition. Still to 
come in the summer term are sessions on 
acids and alkalis in Science; how to make 
a light sensor in DT as well as developing 
resilience in Maths. Places for these latter 
sessions are now very limited, but if your 
child is interested in attending please do call 
the school office to see if any spaces remain.

Cross phase work extends to teachers as 
well and this term Tewkesbury School staff 
and primary colleagues have been working 
together to discuss different assessment and 
reporting strategies now that levels have 
been removed from the National Curriculum.  
At Tewkesbury School assessment and 
reporting at Key Stage 3 is a particular 
focus and we are keen to quickly establish 
a system that sensibly follows through 
with the recent changes at Key Stage 2 yet 
also supports development of skills needed 
for the new GCSEs.   It is great to have the 
input of our primary colleagues and further 
develop the sense of working together 
as a town-wide learning community.   

Ms de Glanville
assistant Head

Year 5s from Mitton Primary

NeW
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World Book Day was celebrated in full 
force again this year with a week 

of special events held in the Library.  The 
children enjoyed taking part in a chocolate 
tombola, cake sale, raffle and second-hand 
book sale. ‘World Book Night’ was a great 
success where students were able to come up 
to the Library in the evening in their onesies. 
A special feast was enjoyed before the night 
of fun filled activities took place.  The English 
Faculty and Library staff all came to school 
dressed up as their favourite book characters 
and staff were invited to display posters on 
their classroom doors to share the book they 
are currently reading.

Mrs Baird
librarian 

READING BROUGHT TO LIFE FOR 
WORLD BOOK DAY

Local businesses JD Wetherspoon, Paint Your 
Own Pottery, Café au Chocolat, Chamberlains 
Stationers, Sweets and Treats, Baked by Mrs 
B and Alison’s Bookshop all kindly donated 
some wonderful prizes to our raffle and 
some amazing cakes, biscuits and sweets to 
our sale.

In total, the amount raised was £203 which 
will be spent on books chosen by the 
students themselves.  Thank you to all who 
supported us and to all the staff and students 
who took part in the celebrations.  This truly 
was a World Book Day to remember!

The English and Library staff as their favourite literary characters

Ofsted, february 2016

“The Headteacher 
has driven significant 

improvements in the school 
since the last inspection.”

Graded

GOOD
BY OFSTED

“Teachers provide useful feedback to 
pupils about their work, and pupils report 

that they find this helpful and that they 
make more progress as a result.”

“The behaviour of 
pupils is good.”

Ofsted, february 2016

with the latest news from Tewkesbury School on twitter,  follow @tewkschool

keep in touch...
reception: 01684 292152   email: office@tewkesburyschool.org    

Website: www.tewkesburyschool.org

https://twitter.com/tewkschool
mailto:office%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=
http://www.tewkesburyschool.org
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Since the beginning of this year, 
our Year 10 GCSE textiles students 

have been working on an exciting 
collaboration with the Roses Theatre to 
revamp the charity’s clothes store based 
in Tewkesbury High Street.  The Roses 
Theatre’s Operations Director, Richard 
Booth has visited lessons with a design 
brief and has been very impressed 
with the approach from the students. 

He said, “I am delighted that the theatre 
is forging extra links with Tewkesbury 
School. I have been very impressed by 
the knowledge and skills the Y10 girls 
have displayed in making some fabulous 
products to sell in our Charity Shop.
The products have been fully designed by 

the girls from clothing donations given to 
the shop; they have then remodelled them 
into wonderful bespoke products that I’m 
sure our customers will love.” 

As part of the project the students also 
visited the theatre and then went to the 
Roses shop to launch their products and set 
up a fantastic window display. The items are 
going on sale to the public with the Roses 
shop sharing the profits with our textiles 
department. This will help subsidise our trip 
to see The Clothes Show Live in December.  

Thank you to Mr Booth for offering these 
opportunities to our students. Why not pay 
a visit to the new store to browse or even 
buy some of the items?   

FASHION FIX FOR THE ROSES THEATRE
Mrs Cummins
Head of textiles

‘everyone tried 
their hardest 
with every 
stroke and it 
paid off!’ 

A MOVING EXPERIENCE AT THE 
IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM

On the 11th of February, 40 Year 9 students 
travelled to London to see the Holocaust 

exhibition at the Imperial War Museum. 
The exhibition, which opened in June 2000, 
was a very moving and thought provoking 
experience for everyone who attended. 
The attempted systematic execution of the 
entire Jewish religion in the Second World 
War is part of the curriculum in history, and 
the trip gave us an insight into the topic 
we will study, as well as the horrors that 
minorities in 1940s Europe faced.

When we arrived at the museum, we had 
a learning session to discuss our prior 
knowledge of the Holocaust. We talked about 
how images of Jews’ possessions made us 
feel, and that these nameless victims of the 
Nazi regime had memories and toys just 
like us. Then we entered the exhibition 
room and were guided with an audio device 
through shocking displays of the many ways 
Jews were persecuted during that time. 
At the beginning, there were photos of 
ordinary happy faces full of hope and yet 
by the end of our tour, we had seen images 
of countless bodies being removed once the 
camps had been liberated. 

Stories of children and adults, who were 
so similar to our families, remained in our 
minds long after we left the museum. 
What shocked us further were the 
harrowing figures, stretching into the 
millions, each representing an innocent 
person who could have gone on to 
change the world or affect our future.  
One display that had a particular effect 
on us both was the case of shoes taken 
from Jews as they arrived at the camps. 
It brought to mind the idea that those 
people had never had a chance to leave 
those camps: from the second they got off 
the trains, families were ripped apart and 
their fate was decided. We were able to 
walk out of the museum and get back to 
our everyday lives, after witnessing how 
hard life was for Jews under the Nazi rule. 
The fact that the shoes belonged to real 
people who had experienced all the horrors 
we had learnt about was hard to believe.

From this trip we gained valuable 
information about the Holocaust and also 
discovered how millions of lives can be 
changed from the impact of one person.   

Madeleine Messenger & Hannah Daly, Year 9
Hodgkin & bronte

The Year 13s were treated to an 
Employability Day early in January.  

Local employers GE, Oberthur, Severn Vale 
Housing, Cotteswold Dairies and GCHQ 
came in to school and delivered interactive 
workshops that included personality testing, 
team working skills and presentation skills.  
As well as that, our own Ms Conn delivered 
a CV workshop that enabled all Y13s to 
bring their CVs up to date. The day was well 
received by all students and employers alike.

Miss Johnson
director of sixth form

SIXTH FORM FOCUS ON EMPLOYABILITY

The Y13s were also helped out with interview 
practice. Again, we were lucky enough 
to see local employers from Severn Vale, 
Ecclesiastical Insurance and UCAS put our 
Y13 students through their paces in terms of 
interview skills. 

Whilst the Y13s were being kept busy the 
Y12s were not left out. They completed work 
experience and the subsequent feedback 
from local employers was excellent. Students 
went to a variety of employers such as TRL 
Technology, Porsche, Gloucestershire County 
Council, Cheltenham Hospital and MOOG to 
name but a few.

The whole experience is aimed at increasing 
Employability Skills for our students to ensure 
that they are ready for the next steps they 
take in their careers!  

Ms Conn works with Y13s on CV writing skills

Our Year 10 students are busy securing 
work experience placements for the 

week of 18th July 2016.  With competition 
for places in the local area high, we are 
always on the lookout for employers who 
can help.  If you think your business may 
be able to assist and you are wondering 
what is involved, please contact me for 
more information: charlotte.thomas@
tewkesburyschool.org.  If you have provided 
a place previously and are keen to do so 
again, but have not yet been contacted by 

YEAR 10 PREPARE FOR WORK EXPERIENCE

a student, please contact me so that any 
suitable students can be advised of the 
opportunity. 

The work experience week is a vital part of 
the process in preparing our students for life 
after education and we are most grateful for 
the opportunities provided to them by our 
local community. If there are other ways 
in which you feel that you can support the 
school, please do get in touch. 

Graded

GOOD
BY OFSTED

Ofsted, february 2016

“Boys and girls achieve equally well 
in this school. All pupils, regardless of 

gender, are encouraged to succeed.”

“The curriculum is designed to suit 
pupils with different abilities and 
interests, so that pupils feel well 
supported and able to succeed.”

Our budding student actors and staff 
have appeared in a moving play called 

‘Al’s Yellow Slipper’ about dementia which 
was performed at the Roses Theatre in 
March. 

The play was written by Mary Keating who is 
a nurse from Gloucestershire’s 2gether NHS 
Foundation Trust Dementia and Education 
Training team. Mary has been working 
closely with students in PSHE lessons 
over the last two years to raise awareness 
about dementia. Her play tells the story of 
Al, a 70-year-old gentleman who receives 
a diagnosis of dementia. Following this, it 
then explores how he adjusts and changes 
as he grapples with dementia and how his 
relationships with family, friends and his 
community are severely tested.  

The enthusiastic cast were encouraged to 
be innovative and creative with the script 
and under the expert supervision of Miss 
Rope, Head of Drama and Mr Amphlett 

Freya Luker, Year 10
elgar

PLAY PUTS DEMENTIA UNDER 
THE SPOTLIGHT

they produced a remarkable piece of 
work. There were many students involved 
in the supporting cast either as actors or 
dancers. The lead role of Al was played by 
English teacher Mr Selman and I played 
the part of his Granddaughter Sophie. 
  
I am proud of our students for the way 
they handled a very sensitive subject. 
We did really well as it was a lot of extra 
commitment to be a part of the play but 
also thoroughly enjoyable.    

On the 6th February, I was proud to be 
coxswain for some Year 9 boys in their 

J14 (Junior 14) race at Hampton Head.  We 
faced some tough competition, against 
schools and clubs well known in the rowing 
world such as Windsor Boys’ School, Henley 
Rowing Club and Walton Rowing Club, but 
due to our hard work and determination, 
we came a very impressive second!

Around 20 of us from AB Severn Rowing 
Club travelled to London at 6am on the 
day of the 3K race, piling into our cars in 
the dark and freezing cold! The weather 
forecast looked dry, but the wind, a rower’s 
biggest concern, was due to reach speeds of 
30mph! Hampton’s website even advised 
less experienced crews to withdraw from 
the competition, but we feared nothing 
(except our coach’s possible reaction to a 
crashed boat!).  Around two hours after 
setting off, we arrived and rigged up our 
boat for the morning division.  Before we 
knew it, our crew which included Will 
Sayers (Priestley), Todd Rothwell (Brunel), 
Rob Croft (Priestley), Kieran Bennett 
(Pershore School) with myself steering 
and shouting at them, were paddling on 
our way to the start line up a stretch of the 
River Thames... along with 300 other boats!  
9 minutes, 2 overtakes and 4 tired boys 
later, we were tying the boat back on the 
trailer, sure we had done well. We watched 
the remaining AB crews in the afternoon 
races and waited eagerly for the results to 
be posted... we were second, only beaten by 
Walton Rowing Club! The J15 girls double 

Madeleine Messenger, Year 9 
Hodgkin

OUR RACE AT HAMPTON

of Maisie Huck (Keller) and Anna Surman 
(Bronte) came 1st (with the crew placed 
second being a massive 20 seconds behind 
them), while several other crews from the 
club were also well placed.

Overall, AB Severn, a relatively small club, 
did really well despite the opposition.  
Everyone tried their hardest with every 
stroke and it paid off!

It was a really good experience to cox at the 
Hampton Head, because although I wasn’t 
rowing, I learnt a lot about the view from 
the steering seat, as well as practising my 
motivational skills! I am really happy to be 
part of such a nice club: so far in my rowing 
journey I’ve made new friends, learnt a lot, 
and most importantly I’ve seen how far grit 
and determination can get you!

For more information on how to get 
involved in rowing see Mr Gardner in H7 or 
email absevern@globalnet.co.uk   

Mrs Thomas
Work experience and business links co-ordiantor 

‘I am proud of 
our students 
for the way 
they handled a 
very sensitive 
subject... ’ 

“There is a strong ‘family’ ethos to the 
Sixth Form, which is cultivated through 
leaders’ close focus and understanding 
of the needs of individual learners.”

Ofsted, february 2016

“The director of the Sixth 
Form leads with great 
energy and determination.”

Graded

GOOD
BY OFSTED

SIXTH FORM After eight successful years with 
Tewkesbury School, we bade a fond 

farewell to Mr Graham Sharpe in February. 
During his time at the school he became 
involved in many aspects of school life and 
his enthusiasm and commitment across 
many areas of the school will be missed. Mr 
Sharpe joined the school as a teacher of ICT 

Mr Forbes
Head of Ict

FAREWELL TO MR SHARPE

but we soon realised that he was a man of 
many talents and loved to share these with 
the students. One of Mr Sharpe’s biggest 
passions was photography and he wasn’t 
at the school long before he had introduced 
the A-Level photography course to the 
curriculum. Mr Sharpe was also Head of 
PHSE and Careers and was keen to support 
students in making correct choices in life 
and helping them to find the right career.  
A member of the school orchestra and a keen 
brass player, his annual performance of “The 
Last Post” at the Remembrance Day parade 
always added to the sense of emotion and 
gravity at the occasion. We wish him every 
success for the future.  

Mr Sharpe - Remembrance Day 2015

We are pleased to announce that 
Te w ke s b u r y  b a s e d  co m p a ny 

Oberthur is the first local business to 
donate to our projects. They have kindly 
given £500 to fund a football kit for the 
2017 Sports Tour.  We are currently looking 
to raise money to help purchase tour and 
sports clothing including playing kit, polo 
shirts, shorts, hoodies, etc.  Whilst we are 
overseas we feel it would be beneficial for 
the school’s teams to represent either one 
or a number of local businesses to promote 

the industry in Tewkesbury and UK.    If you 
know of a company that would like to get 
involved in this project or our other “Support 
Tewkesbury School Projects” campaign, we 
would be pleased to hear from you.  

Visit www.supporttewkesburyschool.org 
for more information about how you can 
help us.    

THANK YOU OBERTHUR!

mailto:charlotte.thomas%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Work%20Experience
mailto:charlotte.thomas%40tewkesburyschool.org?subject=Work%20Experience
mailto:absevern%40globalnet.co.uk?subject=Rowing
www.supporttewkesburyschool.org
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On Friday 5th February, 24 students 
from Years 11 – 13 took part in the 

rugby tour to Cumbria. After a gruelling but 
entertaining 11-hour journey the players 
and teachers were delighted to arrive in 
rainy Ulverston. Already a close-knit team, 
our camaraderie was further developed 
with fun tour games and we were advised 
to leave further information about these 
on tour!

Brodie Cook, Year 11
bronte

WHAT GOES ON TOUR STAYS ON TOUR!

on and showed great resilience in our game. 
Josh Davis Year 11 (Priestley) was declared 
man of the match on our side because of 
the way that he relentlessly continued to 
tackle the opposition.  The final score is best 
forgotten!

Following the match we dressed smartly, 
went out for a meal and returned to 
Sedbergh School to watch the opening Six 
Nations games.  Further fun with karaoke 
and curry was organised by Captain, Archie 
Done, Year 13 (Keller). Mr Lockwood, 
Mr Brownhill, Mr Hobbs and Mr Warren 
entertained everyone with their creative 
rendition of ‘Back for Good’ by Take That.

We are grateful to our teachers for putting 
on such a memorable weekend and to our 
hosts for welcoming us to their school.  
It was great to get a taste of life on tour and 
also very interesting to see the difference 
between our school and a boarding school.

Being part of a school team is a great 
opportunity and I would thoroughly 
recommend it to all students at Tewkesbury 
School.  

‘being part of a 
school team is a 
great opportunity 
and I would 
thoroughly 
recommend it...’ 

Tewkesbury School Senior Rugby Team play Sedbergh School, Cumbria
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Graded

GOOD
BY OFSTED

“Pupils and learners 
are well prepared for 
life after school.”

Ofsted, february 2016

“Pupils who have special 
educational needs or disability are 

making good progress as a result of 
the support they receive.”

Graded

GOOD
BY OFSTED

Tewkesbury School is involved in a cultural exchange from 11th – 16th 
May 2016. We are looking for host families from the town who may be 
interested in welcoming Japanese students, either hosting one girl or 
one boy per family aged 14 – 15.  Host families will receive £200 for 
helping (families do not have to have a child that attends Tewkesbury 
School).  Families are asked to provide three meals a day (breakfast, 
packed lunch and evening meal) and transportation to school.  It will be 
an educational, fun and rewarding experience for the whole family!
For more information, please get in touch with Mrs Shiho Gabb, 
Educational Coordinator, Cotswold Wind Academy.  07814776915 
shihogabb@gmail.com

caN yOu HelP by HOstING a 
jaPaNese excHaNGe studeNt?

As part of our focus on community, this year our Sports Centre is joining 
in with the Tewkesbury’s Big Weekend events.  On Friday 6th May from 
4-7pm, we are offering lots of fun activities for families to enjoy.  These 
include a family swim, diving competition, trampolining, table tennis/
tennis, badminton, multi sports activities and a bouncy castle.   The cost 
is just £2 per child to join as many activities as 
they wish and this will be donated to charity.  
Adults are free. There will be refreshments 
and snacks available to buy.  Bring your family 
along and join the fun! 

teWKesbury’s bIG WeeKeNd

We are very excited to announce that our 
next school musical will be GREASE and will 
be performed at the Roses Theatre in October 
2016.  The rehearsals, which are open to all 
students from Years 7-12, will start after Easter.  
More information will follow soon!

0ur Year 8 netball team have had 
an excellent season holding an 

unblemished winning record during the 
heats in the district competition. The girls 
beat Balcarras 8-0, St. Edwards 5-0 then 
had a tough game against Cheltenham 
Ladies College winning 10-8. They beat 
Cleeve 5-4 followed by winning against 
Bournside in the semi-finals, 8-1. 
They did themselves proud in the final of 
the competition held in March, finishing as 
runners up to Cheltenham Ladies College.  
In a close fought battle, they lost 7-6 which 
was disappointing, especially as the team 
had beaten them in the rounds.    This is a 
huge achievement and shows how far the 
team has come.  All of the team members 
also play for the Tewkesbury based 

Miss Hamilton
Head of Girls’ Pe

TEWKESBURY NETBALLERS SHOOT 
FOR SUCCESS

Challengers Netball Club (U13’s). If you’d 
like to know more about Challengers, visit 
www.challengersnetball.co.uk 

y8 team: Georgina Kilmister (captain), 
Nadine Baird, Hannah Tomkinson, Megan 
Brookes, Jess Edwards, Hattie Bailey, Paige 
Henley, Amber Thomas and Zoe Dibble.

In other netballing successes sisters 
Alexandra Baird (Y9) and Nadine Baird (Y8) 
(Hodgkin) are both excelling. Alex plays in 
the County squad and also plays for the 
Huccelcote U14 team in the south west 
regional league. Nadine, in hot pursuit of 
her sister, has also recently been selected for 
the County Development squad. Both are 
outstanding achievements.

Well done to the following girls on their 
county selections: Isabella Robinson Y11 - 
Regional Academy. Jess Lane Y10 - County 
Academy. Evie Stewart Davis Y9 and Lidia 
Tabakovic Y9 - County Development 
Academy. Erin Pearson Y9, Georgina 
Kilmister Y8 and Zoe Dibble Y8 - Satellite 
Academy. Jess Edwards Y8, Amber Thomas 
Y8 and Megan Brookes Y8 - Satellite 
Development Academy.  

#success Well done to Amy Goodwin, Year 
10 (Brunel) took part in a Rotary Club music 
competition in February. She made it  into the 
final four in the local heats and was placed as 
a runner up in the final.

#aspiration A level Biologists attended 
a biology study day at Bristol University 
in March. Students enjoyed a tour of the 
campus and an exciting opportunity to 
attend biology lectures, visit the university 
laboratories and learn about the cardiac cycle 
and the ECG trace which all formed part of 
their AS biology scheme of work.  

#success Congratulations to our Sixth Form 
football team who reached the final of the 
Cheltenham District league cup.

#challenge Congratulations to former 
student and athlete Mollie Courtney 
(aged 18). Last year she was the youngest 
hurdler to qualify for British trials at age 17 
(both indoor and out) and has competed 
against well-known hurdlers Tiffany Porter 
and Jessica Ennis.   In January this year, 
Mollie won the England U20 international 
competition and at the start of February 
came sixth in the British championships. She 
is currently training for the Commonwealth 
Games in 2018 and world juniors at the end 
of this year.  Good luck! 

#community Our community links 
continue with students involved in visits to 
the Tewkesbury Visually Impaired Group at 
the Baptist Chapel, Tewkesbury Day Centre 
and Ashchurch View care home.  

#success Congratulations to Lee Llewelyn 
Y11 (Hodgkin) who made his first 
team Cheltenham Town FC debut in the 
Gloucestershire Senior Cup at the start of 
March. He has been offered an apprenticeship 
at Cheltenham FC next year, with only 8 boys 
selected.  

#aspiration 52 of our Year 7 and 8 children 
headed off to the NEC to attend this year’s 
BigBang fair in March. The visit was organised 
to inspire our young people to consider 
careers in Science, Engineering, Technology 
or Maths and featured explosive theatre 
shows and engaging, immersive activities 
along with opportunity to meet some of the 
country’s leading scientists and engineers. A 
great day out was had by all!

#success Well done to our U19 boys’ squash 
team who made their 9th consecutive 
appearance in a National final.  Ryan Wilson 
(Hodgkin), Jade Rothman (Elgar), James 
Musto (Brunel), Samuel Gilchrist (Hodgkin), 
Thomas Whitehead (Bronte) and Miles Hunt 
(Hodgkin) beat Uppingham School 4-1 in the 

HALL OF FAME
heats and went on to qualify for the National 
Trophy finals in March where they came third.

#community Year 8 students Tara Hillier 
(Brunel) and Jodie Butwell (Elgar) recently 
starred on Channel 4’s coverage of Crufts. 
They were invited to help presenter Clare 
Balding in a live TV interview with Channel 
4’s Supervet, Noel Fitzpatrick.

#excellence Our Year 7 girls’ football 
team were crowned district runners up and 
progressed to the county finals in March. 
The team: Marcy Goodwin, Emma Lewis, 
Macy Fox, Sophie Harper, Kate Roberts, 
Molly Tellis, Isa Pilsbury, Morgan Oliver, Becky 
Booth and Ellie Prosser. 

#excellence Congratulations to our Y9 
boys’ rugby team who won the quarter final 
of the EDF Gloucestershire Schools Cup before 
February half term. They beat Archway School 
31-12 to advance to the semi-final.  The team 
played some outstanding rugby throughout 
the match with standout performances from 
Sam Thomas (Keller), Jack Brinn (Elgar) and 
Max Dibble (Brunel).

#community The winner of the Year 
7 House art competition was Madeline 
Stone (Hodgkin) with her re-creation of 
Katness Everdeen from the Hunger Games. 
Runners up were Ben Powell (Keller), Olivia 
Dinwoodie (Priestley), Charlotte Ransford 
(Priestley) and Bex Goodchild (Priestley).

#success A number of our students won 
rowing events at the West-Midland Regional 
qualifier at Worcester on Sunday 13th March. 
These crews will go on to represent the West 
Midlands at the Junior Inter-regional Regatta 
on 23rd April in Nottingham.

The J14 coxed quad:  Will Sayers (Priestley), 
Todd Rothwell (Brunel) and Kieron Bennett 
(Pershore School) and Maddie Messenger 
(Hodgkin), cox.  Women J16 Coxless Quad: 
Anna Surman (Bronte) and Maisie Huck 
(Keller) + 2 other girls and Junior 16 double:  
Alex Astbury (Elgar).

#success  Well Done to rugby player 
Morgan Monks, Year 10 (Priestley).  He was 
named in a 25-man Worcester Warrior Squad 
to face Exeter Chiefs at Sandy Park (Stadium 
Pitch) in February. He will also play every 
premiership academy in the UK for the Under 
15s at venues to include Newbury, Bristol, 
Newark and Exeter. He’s definitely one to 
watch! 

#community well done to staff and 
students that took part in the Sport Relief Fun 
Run around the field on 18th March.  As well 
as wearing the red-themed fancy dress, after 
the run was completed there were quite a 
few red faces too!  

An exciting photography competition 
based on the theme of Tewkesbury took 

place during December and January and 
was judged by our school photographer and 
former student Jack Boskett. Jack wanted to 
encourage the students to enjoy the beautiful 
scenery of the town and so came up with the 
competition theme “My view of Tewkesbury” 
which attracted over 46 entries.

Year 7 student, Adela Vaughan-Spruce 
(Hodgkin) won the first prize of £30 and 
a large framed print, for her picture of 
the wooden sculptures on the Stonehills 
roundabout. Second prize of a camera bag 
and framed print went to Year 11 Harry 
Morris (Hodgkin) for his photo of the 
Senior Rugby team playing at Tewkesbury 
Rugby Club with Tewkesbury Abbey in the 
background.  Year 10 Caitlin Finch (Brunel) 
took the third prize of a framed print. 
Her picture was a scenic view of a bench on 
the Severn Ham.

Lyndsey Woodward
Marketing Manager

TEWKESBURY THROUGH THE LENS

Jack said, “The standard of the entries was 
very high; it was quite difficult to choose the 
three winning images. I wanted the students 
to think outside the box and come up with 
something different. I also really enjoyed 
coming in to school to award the prizes in 
assembly and want to thank all the students 
for getting involved”.

Mr Watson said, “I thought the photography 
competition was excellent and am grateful to 
Jack for his contribution.  We were delighted 
to welcome him back into an assembly to 
present the prize winners with their framed 
winning submissions.  Copies of these quite 
superb photographs will be put on display 
in the school and hopefully will be added to 
over time in future years. The standard of the 
competition was exceptionally high and my 
congratulations go to the three prize winners 
but also everyone that took part.” 

Jack Boskett with photography competition winners Caitlin Finch, Adela Vaughan-Spruce and Harry Morris

PHOTO BY HARRY M
ORRIS, Y11

The following morning we were nervous 
but excited to be playing Sedbergh School 
in our first rugby match of the tour.  In 
spite of freezing conditions, driving 
rain and a battering by Sedbergh’s 4 
international under-18 players, we pushed 

mailto:shihogabb%40gmail.com?subject=Hosting%20a%20Japanese%20Exchange%20Student


tewkesbury school.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values Community

So, apparently I now work in a good 
school. Thank goodness for that!

I’ll let you into a secret: in my long service at 
Tewkesbury School, it’s never been anything 
less, with committed staff, friendly students 
and a brilliant choice of activities outside of 
lessons. That’s not to say that exam results 
didn’t need to improve and it’s a fantastic 
feeling to see the whole school community 
finally rewarded for all of their hard work, 
with unequivocal endorsement from a 
knowledgeable group of Her Majesty’s 
Inspectors.

way, regardless of their circumstances. For 
example, we currently ask students to pick 
one “EBacc” subject for their GCSE options. 
Other schools go much further than this and 
direct students to pick all of their subjects in 
a way that will have a positive impact on 
performance tables. For those who are in 
Year 7 at the moment, the government are 
insisting that they will have to do both a 
Humanities and Modern Foreign Language 
at GCSE, squeezing choice and potentially 
pushing some into an inappropriate or 
unwanted set of options. If we decide to 
ignore this directive then the school simply 
cannot be judged as outstanding by OFSTED.

Maybe outstanding isn’t necessarily where 
we want to be!

Maybe we should forget about outstanding 
and focus on being great?

Maybe we should decide what great means?

This is not ground-breaking. Other schools 
are doing exactly the same thing and 
working with parents, students, governors, 
teachers and the wider community to 
decide what to do in the best interests of 
the students.

for what it’s worth, these are some 
of the things on my list:

 Raising standards still further

 Giving students access to subjects that 
 they want to do, not options that 
 benefit school league tables

 Tackling low level disruption in 
 some lessons

 Improving uniform

 Working together to deal with litter 
 and poor language

 Tackling online abuse via social media

 Giving students more responsibility 
 and trust

Over the next couple of months, there 
will be plenty of opportunities for all 
groups connected to the school to have 
their say. I hope you will join in and let us 
know what a great school means to you!  
Please share your thoughts via feedback@
tewkesburyschool.org   

EDUCATION MATTERS
Mr Steele
deputy Headteacher

So now comes the exciting next step 
of moving the school from good to 
outstanding! However, before we start 
this journey, maybe we need to have a 
conversation about what that actually 
means?

The big question for me is whether OFSTED 
should set the agenda. At the moment, the 
vast majority of Gloucestershire schools 
that have been judged to be outstanding 
are grammar schools, while those judged 
as inadequate are those in the most 
challenging circumstances. Does this 
mean that things like leadership and the 
quality of teaching in grammar schools 
are significantly better than elsewhere? 
With all credit to the great work they 
do with their students, the answer is a 
great big “No”. Without making excuses, 
this sometimes makes OFSTED decisions 
far more about the context of a school 
and their local community rather than 
anything meaningful. Hopefully, a new 
assessment focus on progress (how much 
a student improves at the school) rather 
than attainment (what grades the student 
gets) will help to balance out this current 
inequality of judgement.

Unfortunately, the whole system of 
accountability can often seem to be set up 
to influence schools to act in a particular 

‘...it’s a fantastic 
feeling to see 
the whole school 
community finally 
rewarded for all of 
their hard work... ’ 

3rd april, 17th april, 1st May, 
15th May, 29th May

9.30 am - 12.00 pm (no set up before 9.00 am)

£6 per car (£5 pre-booked)

 £8 per van/trailer (£7 pre-booked)

Refreshments and toilet facilities provided by Tewkesbury School
all enquiries & to pre-book your vehicle contact

juliet.sirrell@tewkesburyschool.org      |     01684 292152

free
eNtry
free

eNtry car bOOt sale

KeeP It lOcal tHIs HOlIday!

discount offer at the roses for students

the roses theatre has come up with a great easter 
holiday offer for tewkesbury school students!

they are offering £1 off their under-26 film ticket price – so 
tickets will be a bargain price of £4 (or £6 for 3d) across the easter 
holidays.  all pupils need to do is type in an online code TSEaster 

when booking any film that is 
screened between 25 March - 10 
april.  alternatively, students can 
book in person or over the phone 
and tell the booking office you are 
from tewkesbury school, quoting 
KudOs magazine offer.

there are plenty of films to suit 
all  ages showing over easter 
– check out the website w w w.

rosestheatre.org for details.

Graded

GOOD
BY OFSTED

“This is a rapidly 
improving school.”

“Pupils are confident, pleasant 
and articulate individuals.”

Graded

GOOD
BY OFSTED

Ofsted, february 2016
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