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Choosing a secondary school for your 
child is one of the most important 

decisions that any parent will ever face. I 
hope the following advice may prove to be 
of some assistance in helping you to make 
that choice. Do please take a close look at 
what we have to offer but also look at other 
schools.  It is critical that your child is happy 
and successful in their new environment 
so do please involve them in the decision 
making process. Wherever possible, see 
the school in action on a normal school 
day rather than just an open evening. Draw 
your own conclusions about the quality 
of a secondary school rather than relying 
on hearsay.  Speak to current Y7 and Y8 
students and their parents and ask them 
about their experiences. Do your research 
well, make an informed decision and please 
do not hesitate to contact the school for 

any further information. I am very proud 
of our students, our staff, our relationships 
with parents and the support and challenge 
given by the school’s governors. I am 
convinced that Tewkesbury School has 
much to offer children of all abilities.  
Regardless of your final choice of school I 
wish you and your children well in the next 
stage of their educational journey.   

WELCOME TO 
TEWKESBURY 
SCHOOL

Mr G M Watson
Headteacher ‘Tewkesbury 

School has 
much to offer 
to all students.’ 
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Liam Keen, Bronze Award

Alex Baird, Bronze Award

Here at Tewkesbury School our quest for 
excellence extends beyond the walls 

of the classroom and we encourage our 
students to develop other facets of their 
lives which is why, at the start of Year 7, 
students are enrolled on the Tewkesbury 
Challenge Award Programme. 

This award is divided into three categories 
of SELF, COMMUNITY and SCHOOL. 
The challenge is to complete tasks that 
will encourage participation, personal 
growth and citizenship and the award runs 
throughout their KS3 school experience 
with lots of support and help from PSHE 
staff and tutors. Examples of challenge 
tasks include:  

 Attend an after school activity for 
 a whole term (Self)

 Give a formal presentation to an 
 audience (School)

 Join a community project or represent 
 the local community in a sports team 
 or cultural capacity. (Community)

3 challenges from each section 
=  Bronze Award
4 challenges from each section 
=  Silver Award
5 challenges from each section 
=  Gold Award

When a student has completed an 
award, this is recorded and their success 
is celebrated in a whole year assembly 
at the end of the year. The student will be 
presented with a badge (Bronze, Silver or 
Gold) to wear on their blazer, a certificate is 
presented and they receive a gift voucher of 
£5, £10 or £15 to spend as they wish.

TAKE UP THE TEWKESBURY CHALLENGE!
Andree Willoughby
Assistant Headteacher

‘The challenge is to 
complete tasks that will 
encourage participation, 
personal growth and 
citizenship...’ 

the right curriculum pathway and placed into 
a suitable tutor group.

The Summer Term is jam-packed with 
transition events. An evening presentation 
for parents sets out expectations and 
explains the curriculum and pastoral system.  
Our Partnership Learning Event on the last 
Saturday in June gives parents and children 
the opportunity to take part in physical, 
creative and academic challenges. The Taster 
Day is a great dry run for the children making 
their way to school, moving between classes 
and is the first opportunity to develop a house 

Tewkesbury School has gained a reputation 
for having one of the best primary to 

secondary school transfer programmes in the 
county. The programme takes into account 
the whole range of social and academic 
factors that need to be considered to ensure 
that Year 7 students join the school feeling as 
confident as possible.

We know that to many 9 and 10 year olds the 
size and appearance of big secondary school 
students can seem intimidating so every 
March we organise a week of Year 5 visits. 
The primary students are guided and 
cared for by Year 9 students who rise to the 
responsibility of looking after younger ones.  
Year 5s from all of our partner primary 
schools attend and take part in a variety of 
lessons and sample a cooked lunch in the 
canteen. Primary pupils are accompanied by 
their teacher, which they find reassuring, and 
they are also able to discuss the visit as a class.

As soon as places are allocated in the 
Spring Term, the transition team set 
to work preparing for the new intake.  
Primary teachers are asked to share student 
information with Tewkesbury School and this 
data is used to ensure that students are put on 

Clare de Glanville
Assistant Headteacher

PROGRESSION TO SECONDARY SCHOOL

‘Whatever it takes, 
we want to make 
sure that your 
child’s transition 
is as seamless as 
possible.’ 

identity. Welcome meetings allow parents 
and students to meet the Head of House.  
In addition, a Summer School is offered to 
pupil premium students and those who 
would benefit from further integration before 
the start of term.

Transition continues into Year 7 with timely 
communication with tutors and a parents’ 
evening to guide parents on how best to 
support their child’s learning.

Whatever it takes, we want to make sure 
that your child’s transition is as seamless as 
possible.   

Last year 21 Year 7s achieved a Bronze 
Award, 4 students achieved a Silver 
Award and two students, Jimmy Tyler 
and Madeleine Messenger achieved 
their Gold Awards. Jimmy achieved his 
award by joining lots of clubs, including 
the rugby, football and cricket teams 
and representing the school on school 
fixtures. He also did a charity fun run 
raising £100 and helped teachers by 
visiting his former primary school to 
talk to Year 6s. We are looking forward 
to celebrating even more awards this year. 
Will you take up the Tewkesbury 
Challenge?   

Jimmy Tyler wearing his Gold Award

Each challenge needs to be evidenced, but 
once achieved can be signed off and the 
next challenge set and worked towards.  
Students are rewarded for the number and 
breadth of challenges that they complete.

Andy Steele
Deputy Headteacher

OUR CURRICULUM

We know that our students are capable 
of remarkable things and we expect 

them to make excellent progress during their 
time at the school.  In order to support them 
to do this, we have an innovative pathways 
system that enables students to learn in a 
way best suited to their needs.

All students are supported, stretched and 
challenged. We want every child to reach 
their potential and become future success 
stories.  By offering interesting, relevant and 
engaging lessons we aim to ensure that our 
students are happy and productive from 
the outset. This is reinforced higher up the 

school where they are able to choose from 
a wide variety of option courses – there is 
something for everybody, regardless of ability 
or interest.

We also understand that learning doesn’t 
just happen in school. We like to keep 
you informed about what your child is 
doing so that you can play a key part in 
supporting them.  You will be given regular 
updates on progress and your child will 
have conversations about their academic 
performance with their tutor throughout 
each year.  We truly believe that there needs 
to be a genuine partnership between the 
school and parents to ensure that your child 
gets the best possible education.   

2 Tewkesbury School.  Aspiration Challenge Excellence Values Community



WELCOME!
Here are our new Year 7 
students enjoying their first 
day at Tewkesbury School.

Amelie O’Connell, 3Keller says:
“I used to attend Norton C of E Primary. 
So far my first few weeks have been really 
good. At first I was worried about not 
making friends, getting lost and who I 
would have lunch with.  My top tip would 
be to arrange meet-ups with your friends.     
My favourite bit of Year 7 so far is the 
drama and personal development lessons 
along with making lots of new friends. I’ve 
joined the cheerleading and Young Voices 
clubs too”. 

Emily Farrington, 3Keller says:
“I have really enjoyed drama, art, music 
and geography lessons so far. I was worried 
about getting lost but I used the map we 
were given which really helped me but 
now I don’t need it.  My advice to Y6s when 
they move up to Tewkesbury School is to 
not be afraid about making new friends 
and to join lots of clubs, I’ve joined the 
drama, dance and singing groups”.

Daniel Moss, 7Hodgkin says:
“I used to go to Tewkesbury C of E Primary 
School.  Don’t worry about moving up to 
Tewkesbury School, you will be fine and 
there are always people you know. I have 
made progress in my English and Spanish 
lessons”.

Abigail Johnstone, 7Hodgkin says:
“I came from St. John’s Primary School, 
Cheltenham. My top tip for any new 
children is smile, make friends and ask 
if you get lost! I was a bit worried about 
making my way around the school and also 
forgetting things but I am managing fine.   
My favourite bit of Year 7 is the wide range 
of lessons and all of the clubs.  Talking to 
new people has been my biggest success 
so far”. 
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TEWKESBURY SCHOOL, THE ADVENTURE BEGINS…

Could 
this be 
you? 

 Enter the Pop Icons 
competition; last year’s 
winner was Jessica Dash, 
Year 8 (Priestley)

 Try to read over a million words on the 
Accelerated Reader scheme in Year 7. Max Dibble, 
Year 8 (Brunel) and Ben Pretty Year 8 (Brunel) 
were the first students in Year 7 to reach over 
1 million words.

 Have a talent? The winner of the 
Tewkesbury All Stars talent show 2014 
was singer Erin Mills, Year 9 (Elgar)

  Fashion 
designer Edita 
Kesley Year 13 
(Keller) was the 
winner of the 
Young Fashion 
Designer UK 
awards, 2014.

  Love cookery?  
Ella Paton & Anna 
Surman, Year 9 
(Bronte) were 
our winners of 
the Year 8 House 
Masterchef
competition 
last year.

 Love sport? Join the school sports teams and go on an overseas sports tour. 
This year students experienced a trip of a life time tour to South Africa.

 Are you creative 
and dramatic? 
You could star in a 
school play at the 
Roses Theatre. Last 
year’s performance 
was Bugsy Malone.

  Try out your new language skills and have 
fun with friends on the Year 7 trip to Paris.

  Win medals: Abbie Partridge, Y11 (Bronte) is a 
Gold medal winner in Rowing. Megan Betteridge 
(Y10, Bronte) is another Gold medal winner 
and Gloucestershire Schools’ County Champion 
in show-jumping. Andrew Phillips, Year 11 
(Brunel) won a Bronze medal at the World 
Martial Arts Games.

 Enjoy being outdoors?  
Join the Duke of Edinburgh 
Scheme.  Here are students on 
their Gold expedition in July 2014.

  Achieve top 
GCSE grades.
Douglas Jones 
(Elgar) achieved 
10 *A and 2 A 
grades in his 
GCSEs in 2014.

Expecting and Achieving Success


