
 

 

 

 

13th February 2015 

 

 

Dear Families 

 

It is incredible to believe that we are now half way through the school academic year again with the days 

beginning to lengthen and the exam season already beginning to loom on the horizon for Year 11 and Y13 

students in particular.  Year 7 students are now firmly settled and the attendance of 84% at last week’s parents’ 

evening was impressive.  Feedback from parents on the night was overwhelmingly positive which is pleasing to 

hear and most heartening for the staff. 

 

Exam Results 

 

Earlier this term we experienced some fantastic results with 84% of our Y11 students passing their English 

Language GCSE at grades A*-C and almost a quarter of the year gaining A and A* grades.  At a similar time last 

year only 67% of students had passed their English Language.  In real terms this is an increase of 43 students 

and something of which staff and students are justifiably proud.  Students still have an opportunity to improve 

their language score further in the summer but the vast majority are now focussing on their other subjects 

including English Literature. 

 

School Catering 

 

This week we have been interviewing for a new service provider for school catering.  Students, staff and 

governors have listened, questioned and sampled food provided by the three shortlisted companies.  I know 

how strongly the students feel about the food offer and the poor value for money they have received in recent 

years.  Sadly, I inherited a lengthy contract which is only now drawing to a close and creating this opportunity 

for change.  We look forward to a fresher food offering, cashless catering and shorter food queues in the near 

future. 

 

Site Security & Lateness 

 

In an attempt to improve site security and manage lateness to school, I would like to inform all parents that, 

after the holiday, the only entrance gate that will remain open for access from 8.35am will be the entrance at 

the main car park.  Students will not be allowed access either via the bike sheds or the swimming pool entrance 

after the bell at 8.35am.  Your support in encouraging your children to arrive on time is appreciated.  Additional 

CCTV cameras have also recently been installed to help ensure students and property remain protected and 

further prevent unwelcome access to the site. 

 

Summer Uniform 

 

Following adverse feedback from parents in relation to the poor durability of the iron-on school badges, we are 

moving to an integrated woven badge on our summer shirts and blouses.  In the summer term, students will be 

allowed to wear the short sleeved shirts and blouses with the embroidered badge, previously purchased 

uniform with the iron-on badge or their standard uniform.  From this summer we will no longer be allowing 

students to attend school in polo shirts.  Summer uniform can be purchased from either Schooltogs, 

Cheltenham or Trutex, Gloucester.  Year 11 students, as always, will be expected to wear school uniform 

throughout the exam season. 

 



 

 

School Funding 

 

Have you ever heard a politician say that the “education budget has been protected”?   This is certainly not how it 

feels as an economist, teacher and school leader. 

 

For Tewkesbury School, the ‘Education Budget’ itself relates to the cash we receive for the education of 11-16 

year olds.  It does not include the Sixth Form where funding per student has been reduced by approximately 

one-third (£2,000 per student) in recent years.  Nor does it take into account rises in costs and prices. 

 

School funding for 5-16 year olds has been protected over the duration of the current parliament but at a ‘flat 

cash level’ which has meant that the funding rate per pupil has remained static and has not kept pace with 

general inflation and pay rises.   The funding rate per 11-16 year old has, therefore, fallen in real terms.   

 

At Tewkesbury School, we will endeavour to maintain the current levels of provision and, as a large school with 

rising numbers we are in a fortunate position compared to some.  We continue to look at innovative ways to 

reduce our costs and to increase our revenue streams to offset some of these effects.  Please do not be fooled 

by the rhetoric of politicians of whatever party! 

 

Forthcoming Events/Key Dates 

 

The full list of events and activities is available on our website along with the term dates for 2015-2016. 

 

Date Time Activity Venue 

Wed 25th Feb 5.00pm French exchange meeting Drama Hall 

Fri 27th Feb  Deadline for Year 9 to 10 Option Forms  

Thurs 5th Mar 4.30-7.30pm Year 10 Parents’ Evening K Central 

Fri 6th Mar 6pm Year 13 Dance Performance Evening Dance Studio 

Wed 11th Mar  Year 12/13 Shakespeare Workshop @ Stratford  

Thurs 12th Mar  GCSE Art Trip  

Mon 16th Mar  Year 11 Maths Extra Trial Exams  

Wed 18th Mar  

4.30-7.30pm 

Year 11 Music Performance Moderation 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

 

K Central 

Thurs 19th Mar  Year 11 Music Performance Moderation  

Fri 20th Mar  Year 10 History Controlled Assessment (block C)  

Mon 23rd Mar  Year 11 Dance Moderation this week  

Wed 25th Mar 7.00pm Spring Concert Gym 

Thurs 26th Mar  

 

4.30-7.30pm 

Year 10 History Controlled Assessment (Block A&Dx2) 

Progress Reports issued 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

 

 

K Central 

Fri 27th Mar  Year 10 Gloucester Crown Court Trip  

Mon 30th Mar – 

Fri 10th Apr 

 Easter Holiday  

 

 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you all an enjoyable half term break. 

 

 
Mr G M Watson 

Headteacher 

 


