
 

 

10 July 2014 

 

 

 

Dear Families 

 

This has been an excellent year at the school with students making considerably better progress academically yet still benefiting from a 

vast range of valuable extra-curricular opportunities.  I hope you have felt better informed through the new, termly reporting system this 

year.  Our vertical tutoring is now embedded with smaller groups receiving improved academic guidance and support from tutors.  The 

new curriculum pathways in Year 7 appear to have facilitated better progress for students of all abilities and we are expecting improved 

GCSE and A level results in the summer. 

 

I would like to thank you for your support for the School and the difference that it makes in helping us to provide the best education we can 

for our students – your children.  Your support of the Pop Icons event on Monday this week raised £400 towards the cost of new keyboards 

for the Music Department.  Congratulations to our winner, Jessica Dash, and to all our finalists. I am only too aware of how fortunate we 

are at Tewkesbury School with such a high level of parental support that helps to ensure that the vast majority of our students are a delight 

for the vast majority of the time. 

 

However, I am writing in order to enlist your support for a focus that we will be having in school in September for ‘getting the little things 

right.’  I am a firm believer that by tackling what some people may think of as little things, then bigger things will fall into place as a result. 

 

I will be taking assemblies for all year groups to explain this and to explain what is expected from all members of the Tewkesbury School 

community.  The support of parents and carers is essential for getting some of these little things right. 

 

Politeness and Courtesy 

I expect all members of Tewkesbury School to be polite and courteous, especially in the way in which they speak to each other.  Sadly, the 

language heard by young people on the television these days regularly falls below the standard that they hear from adults at Tewkesbury 

School and at home.  However we will not tolerate foul language nor rudeness or cheekiness to staff and I have made this point very clear 

to all students. 

 

Punctuality 

The vast majority of our students are very punctual.  However, a significant minority do struggle to arrive in school on time by 8:35am and 

many of these are brought to school by their parents or carers!  Please may I ask that you do all that you can to ensure that your sons or 

daughters arrive in school by 8:35am ready for registration at 8.40am – then if they are a few minutes ‘late’ they won’t be late at all! 

 

Preparedness for learning 

We have noticed that a small, but significant number of students come to school each day without the appropriate equipment that they 

need for the day’s learning.  This means that teachers have to waste time in lessons handing out equipment.  This is time that should be 

used for teaching and learning.  I have told students that they are expected to arrive in school each day equipped with the following as a 

basic minimum: 

 

• a pen or biro that writes in black ink (black as this is a preference for GCSE exams now) and a spare; 

• a pencil; 

• a ruler; 

• a calculator 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Obviously some lessons (such as Food or PE) require additional equipment, but the list above is a basic expectation of all students. All of the 

above are available to buy from school if you wish, but obviously can be purchased elsewhere. 

 

If cost of equipment is a problem for any family, then please do not hesitate to contact the appropriate Head of House in the strictest of 

confidence and we will only be too happy to help.  After the holiday I will be instructing form tutors to carry out regular checks of students’ 

equipment. 

 

Uniform 

Uniform is another one of the ‘little things’ that we need to get right.  As mentioned in my previous letter we have a number of students 

flouting the uniform regulations in particular with relation to girls’ trousers and shoes for both boys and girls.  High Street retailers do not 

help us by including ‘fashion trousers’ in their school section.  Please do refer to the uniform guidance on the website should you be 

unsure.  Again, my thanks go to the vast bulk of students and parents who have no problem purchasing the appropriate uniform for their 

children. 

 

I do apologise to the great majority of parents/carers whose children are always courteous and polite and who always arrive in school on 

time, fully equipped and appropriately attired for the day ahead but I believe that it is equally important for you to know when we have a 

particular focus in school such as this.  

 

I do hope that I can count on the support of all parents and carers in helping our students to get these ‘little things’ right and as result to 

make Tewkesbury School an even better place for learning.  

 

These improvements and the progress made this academic year could not happen without the commitment of a team of dedicated 

teaching and associate staff or without the support of parents and the cooperation of youngsters.  The role of the governing body is also 

worthy of comment.  We have an increasingly strong body of governors with an excellent mix of skills who devote hours of their time on a 

voluntary basis.  They, too, are playing a very important role in the improvement journey and I am most grateful to them all.   

 

I thank you all for your support and wish you a pleasant and safe holiday. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G M Watson 

Headteacher 

 

Important dates for start of Autumn term  

 

1 Sep  INSET DAY 1 

2 Sep  Start of term for Y7 only  

3 Sep  All students to attend  

5 Sep  Y10 Partnership courses start 

9 Sep Y11 Partnership courses start 

9 Sep  Y10 Art Trip to Crucible 2 Exhibition at Gloucester Cathedral  

17 Sep Y7 Learning Success Evening, 5.45pm – 7.30pm 

18 Sep        16+ Expectations Evening in Sixth Form Centre, 6.30pm 

29 Sep INSET DAY 2 

29 Sep Open Evening, 5.45pm – 7.30pm 

30 Sep Start of Open Mornings (to Friday 3 Oct) 

27-31 Oct  HALF TERM  

 

A full list of dates and events will be available on the school’s website calendar. 


