
 

 

Ref:  GWA/LWO 

 

26th May 2016 

 

Dear Families 

 

So much has happened this term it is difficult to know quite where to begin!  Earlier this month, Japanese students 

from Shutoku Gakuen High School shared cultural and sporting experiences with our children and exchanged gifts 

with the school.  Their Principal, an avid sports fan and PE teacher, was particularly pleased to receive a copy of Harry 

Morris’ prize-winning photograph of our rugby team outside Tewkesbury Abbey.  You may have heard children and 

staff on Radio Gloucestershire last week in our ‘School of the Week’ feature talk about a range of topics including 

school rowing and our diabetic support group. 

 

There has been a fantastic response to recent charity events with over £1,062 raised on our non-uniform day for the 

Sue Ryder Hospice and over £600 raised for ALD on the Y11 Fancy Dress day.  Ms Conn, who is heading up our Mary’s 

Meals bag-pack campaign, has been overwhelmed by the generosity of students and parents and is very grateful to 

all those who have contributed.  Our cheerleaders, Tewkesbury Titans, also managed to raise a phenomenal sum to 

support their endeavours by bag-packing at Sainsbury’s in Cheltenham. 

 

Notable successes this term are too many to mention comprehensively but space can be afforded to just a handful.  

Morgan Monks and Max Rendell continue to impress on the rugby field with trials for England and Gloucester Rugby 

respectfully.  Footballers, too, have been highly successful with our senior team losing out narrowly on penalties to 

Crypt GS in the final of the County Cup.  Lucas Colbourne and Sam Peters were part of the District Team that won the 

District Cup Final.  Nadine Baird, Luke Kearns, Samuel Thomas, Morgan Monks, Tom Samuel, Elle-Mae Simpson and 

Bradley Stubbs all claimed District Athletic titles at the Prince of Wales Stadium on Friday 13th May.  Talented 

musician, Serafina Coupe, excelled at the Cheltenham Festival of Performing Arts on her saxophone and Madeleine 

Messenger, Hannah Daly and Beth Jones from Y9 came third in the GCHQ National Languages Schools’ competition 

held at the end of April.  

Larry Blacker at our local nature reserve emailed me to congratulate students on rescuing a stray sheep and one of 

our governors requested commendation for a Y11 boy seen picking up litter on his way to school one morning.  Our 

school Chess Competition, led by our library staff, came to a grand conclusion with Edward Perry triumphing in the 

end and several students going on to play in the Delancey UK Schools' Chess Challenge Mega Final at St. Edward’s in 

Cheltenham.    

 

Sixth Former, Laura Rowe, has received substantial sponsorship from GE Aviation towards her university education 

and Matt Smith has managed to secure a prestigious apprenticeship with Renishaw.  Our congratulations also go to 

Mrs Newcombe who was nominated by Laura as her ‘Inspirational Teacher’ –  richly deserved recognition.  Year 12 

Textiles students were invited to visit Tewkesbury Abbey for a guided tour before producing textiles work inspired 

by the organ pipes, stained glass windows and ceiling and floor bosses.  Their creative interpretations are currently 

on display at the Abbey.  Six Y10 Engineering students were invited to attend the All Party Parliamentary Engineering 

Group luncheon at the House of Lords in April where they met with a range of high profile guest speakers and 

nuclear engineers. 

 

Other students have recently been rewarded for their efforts with free helicopter flights courtesy of the army and 

with free tickets to a premier league football match.  We have also received an additional £100 of Achievement 

Vouchers from WHSmith, Tewkesbury, which I am very much looking forward to sharing in our forthcoming 

celebration assemblies with worthy youngsters.   

 

This month, I also had the pleasure of accompanying Mrs Tustin to Buckingham Palace to receive recognition for all 

the hard work she and her team put in to the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at the school.  The D of E  

presentation evening took place the previous week in the Sixth Form Centre with a 

highly inspirational speech from Rich Whincup on the theme of challenging yourself and 

moving beyond your comfort zone.   

 



 

 

We have recently welcomed two new governors onto the school board.  Leon Vitti is joining us from the local 

Porsche Dealership as is Nigel Cottell from MOOG Controls.  They both bring additional skills that will further 

strengthen our governing body. 

 

Canteen Services – Our new catering partner, Alliance in Partnership (AIP), recently achieved a 5* certificate for its 

environmental health rating and has agreed to sponsor and help judge the upcoming Y8 Masterchef Competition 

led by Mrs Butt.  Student reactions to the new food offer have been somewhat mixed and our Business Manager, Mr 

Thomas, continues to keep a close eye on both the food on offer and the tariff.  AIP are talking to students to try to 

establish how the service can improve for mutual benefit. 

 

Community Matters –  Sadly, a small minority of our students have been reported as causing problems at Morrisons 

on their way home from school in recent weeks resulting in conversations between myself and a senior manager at 

the store.  We will continue to work in partnership with the store and develop other productive links with local 

businesses and would request that you remind your children of how to conduct themselves on their way to and from 

school. 

 

Uniform – As previously advised, improvements to the school uniform will happen from September 2016. Our 

uniform stockists (School Togs in Cheltenham and Trutex in Gloucester) now have the new logoed girls’ school skirts 

and trousers in store.  Both of these stores are offering a 10% discount on uniform from 4th -16th July.   School Trends 

is an online supplier and sizing events have been arranged at the school on Saturday 25th June from 10am – 2pm in 

the Sports Hall and on Tuesday 12th July from 4pm – 7pm in E block.  All families are invited to attend.  School Trends 

offer various uniform and PE bundles and a £5 discount on orders over £50 when ordering at a sizing event.  To view 

our items, click here to visit their website which will be going live in the coming days.  

We encourage you to purchase uniform items as early as possible from whichever retailer you choose to ensure 

that you have them in time for the start of term.  A copy of our revised Uniform Policy is attached to this email and 
available on the school website here. 

I am also pleased to inform you that we have started an online nearly new uniform shop.   To make this a success we 

will be dependent on the generosity of parents and carers to donate their children’s uniforms when they have 

finished with them.  Donations of uniform and PE kit can be left in reception, in school hours, all year round.  Please 

visit the website for full information about uniform and uniform stockists here.   The link to view items in the nearly 

new shop is also on the uniform page. 

Behaviour – Following on from our successful Ofsted report, we are continuing to ‘raise the bar’ in relation to 

standards and expectations.  The vast bulk of our students are compliant, successful, well-focussed, polite and 

respectful.   A minority of students, however, are engaging in low-level disruption which is, on occasions, disrupting 

the learning of others.  I have spoken to ALL students in the school recently about our plans to introduce same-day 

detentions from next term.  The law on detaining children is very clear and our Behaviour Policy (attached to this 

email and available on the school website here) sets out our legal right to detain students.  Students disrupting the 

learning of others can expect to receive same day detentions or be extracted from lessons to receive specialist 

support and intervention until they are deemed ready to re-enter mainstream classes.   

 

These planned changes will not affect the overwhelming majority of students and parents.  Our regular ’data drops’ 

suggests that around 95% of our students have a positive attitude to their learning and the individuals around them. 

 

Rewards – to acknowledge the good behaviour and positive contributions of the vast majority we are also 

strengthening our rewards programme in 2016-17.  Achievement and Celebration Assemblies will take place next 

term with the usual range of awards and some additional trophies to be awarded this year. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and have an enjoyable half term.  

 

Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

Mr G M Watson  

Headteacher 


