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Dear fellow-parent or carer 
 

New Governors for Tewkesbury School and Abbey View School 
 

Tewkesbury School Governors play an important part in the running and development of a school. The                
Governing Body at Tewkesbury School currently consists of 17 governors in a number of categories to support                 
the school, ensure that pupils receive high quality education and plan for future improvement. We now have a                  
Curriculum Parent Governor vacancy to fill. 
 

Parent governors are valued members of the team and play a vital role in ensuring the Governing Body is aware                    
of the views of parents and the local community. The full Governing Body meets roughly every 4 months and the                    
individual committees meet once every term. 
  

● Parent governors are elected by and from the parents of pupils registered at the School. Those elected                 
serve for a period of four years.  

 

Tewkesbury School has always aimed for a partnership with parents, which undoubtedly brings great benefits to                
the children. One of the most significant ways you can help in promoting this aim is to volunteer to be a Parent                      
Governor. We now hope to fill the current Parent Governor vacancy and hope you will consider putting yourself                  
forward.  
 
Abbey View School is an alternative Provision Free School in Tewkesbury, established in 2013 to provide                 
education to young people at risk of permanent exclusion from schools across Gloucestershire. Three founding               
schools; Cleeve, Chipping Campden, and Tewkesbury all have permanent places available for their students with               
other schools from Cheltenham and Gloucester now also commissioning places. 

Many students attend Abbey View as a short term measure, either during exclusions from their mainstream                
school or in order to have some time to reflect on their behaviour and conduct. We have a high success rate                     
with many short term students returning to their secondary schools and making the most of the opportunities                 
presented there. Although an alternative provision, Abbey View is first and foremost a school with an emphasis                 
on achieving the best academic outcomes possible for our students.  

The Governing Body at Abbey View School currently consists of 10 governors including governors and               
Headteachers from the three founding schools alongside representatives from our local community. The             
recent resignation of a parent governor from Tewkesbury School means we are seeking to fill that vacancy.                 
Again, Parent Governors play a vital role in ensuring the Governing Body is aware of the views of parents and the                     
local community. The full Governing Body meets roughly every 4 months for approximately two hours at the                 
school. 

If you are interested in either becoming a Curriculum Governor at Tewkesbury School or a Parent Governor at                  
Abbey View School, or wish to nominate a parent (self-nomination is acceptable), please complete the               
nomination forms attached. The nominee, proposer and seconder need to sign the form and all must be parents                  
or have parental responsibility of a pupil or pupils at the school. A spouse can nominate or second his or her                     
wife/husband/partner. The form includes space for a brief personal statement to be used in the event of an                  
election.  All nominations must be received by the school by 3.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 1 November 2017. 
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It may be necessary to hold an election if, as we hope, we get a number of parents or carers putting themselves                      
forward. If this is the case ballot papers will be issued on 8 November and should be returned by 9.00 a.m. on                      
Friday, 24 November 2017.  
 

We will ensure training is made available as well as a ‘buddy’ with an existing governor if that would be helpful.                     
If you would like to discuss the role informally with me and/or Gary Watson, Headteacher, then we would be                   
happy to arrange a time to suit you. You might like to look at the information for prospective governors on the                     
Gloucestershire County Council website http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schoolsnet/governors .  
Please note that for the protection of children all governor appointments are subject to a DBS and identity                  
check. 
 

To arrange a discussion or for any further advice please contact Julia Whybrow, Clerk to the Governing Body at                   
julia.whybrow@tewkesburyschool.org. 
 

I hope you will consider putting yourself forward. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 
Steve Hawkins 
Tewkesbury School, Chair of Governors 
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